
International Student Recruitment Term Definition

Acceptance
The process or fact of entering or being allowed to enter a US secondary 
school.

Admissions The process of recruitment and selection of new students.

Agency

A paid, non-US based international business entity authorized to represent or 
act on behalf of a US secondary school, international student, and/or natural 
parent for the purpose of international student enrollment in a US secondary 
school. Payment methodology must be made transparent to all parties.

Athletic Recruitment

Any act of influence toward the purpose of admission or enrollment of a 
student based on his/her athletic abilities, whether initiated by a student, a 
natural or host family, a school, or any other interested party. This practice is 
not permitted.

Commission
An amount of money, typically a set percentage of the value involved, paid to 
an agency in a commercial transaction.

Confidentiality
During the recruitment process, protecting a client's/constituent's personal or 
private information from inappropriate/illegal dissemination.

Disclosure

During the international student recruitment process, the act of releasing all 
relevant information that may influence decisions made by international 
students, natural parents, programs or schools.  This includes and is not 
limited to: accurate representation of college admissions processes/outcomes, 
accurate tuition amounts, authentication of application materials, detailed 
pricing, student screening methods, host family screening methods, payment 
methodology, verified agency-school relationships, verified English language 
proficiency, and vetted living arrangements.

English Language Proficiency

As determined by the partner secondary school: (1) the ability of students to 
comprehend written and spoken English; (2) the ability to use the English 
language to communicate meaning in spoken and written contexts; (3) an 
admissions requirement to be considered during the international student 
application process.

First-year Students
Students who apply as first-time secondary school matriculants are known as 
first-year students. These students typically have no previous experience in a 
US high school. 

Formal Business Relationship
An association or partnership between individuals, schools, or international 
student recruitment agencies entered into for commercial purposes and 
sometimes formalized with legal contracts or agreements.



Independent Educational Consultant
A professional hired and paid not by the school, but by students and their 
parents for personalized advice on the high school search, application and 
admission processes. 

International Student Recruitment

Organized activity (carried out by a non-US based international student 
recruitment agency on behalf of a US secondary school, international student, 
and/or natural parent) that includes at least one of the following processes: 
promoting programs/schools, screening students, assisting with the completion 
of secondary school applications for admissions, aculturating and orienting 
international students prior to their departure from their home country, 
arranging travel for international students, and communicating with 
schools/school officials prior to international student arrival to the US.

Laws and regulations

Agencies must observe, where applicable, local, state, provincial, and federal 
or national laws and regulations (both in the US and the home country). This 
includes, but is not limited to, student privacy, misrepresentation, incentive 
compensation, the issuance of visas, security, conflicts of interest, civil rights, 
non-discrimination, disabilities, disclosures, reporting, and transparency. In the 
US these include, for example, the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act (Public Law 104-208), the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and federal, 
state, and local civil rights laws and regulations that prohibit discrimination. 

Long-term Of a semester or more in duration.

Matriculate
To enroll, register, insert oneself in a list as a student in a US secondary 
school.

Misrepresentation The action or offense of giving false or misleading information.

Offers of Admission
Official offers of admission are statements of acceptance that may be 
transmitted by mail, electronically, or on official websites as determined and 
approved by the secondary school’s chief enrollment officer. 

Official Transcript

An official transcript is an official academic record that features a student’s 
course of study at an institution. Information usually includes courses taken, a 
progress rubric, and other indicators of the student’s academic development 
and achievement. 

Partner(ship)
A type of relationship in which international student recruitment agencies 
and/or seconcary schools pool skills and other resources to recruit international 
F-1 students.

Publicly Disclosed Revealed on public websites and in print materials.

Secondary Schools

In the United States, secondary schools refer to the high schools (and in some 
cases, middle schools) that students typically attend before they begin college. 
They may be public or private/independent and offer general, technical, 
vocational, and/or college preparatory coursework. The term may also include 
statewide agencies or private organizations that certify home-schooled 
students. In the CSIET Advisory List, High schools include grades nine through 12. 

Sub-Agent

A recruitment agency/agent that works with an international student recruitment 
agency to recruit international students into US secondary schools via the 
international student recruitment agency’s agreement with these partner 
schools.



Transfer students
Matriculants from one high school to another. The definition of a transfer 
student and related policies are determined by the receiving institution, and in 
some cases, state athletic associations.

Transparency

The terms of transactions between agencies, schools, natural parents and 
international students shall be clear and transparent. Requirements for 
transparency include, but are not limited to: providing clear and conspicuous 
disclosure of arrangements by international student recruitment agencies with 
third party agents, visible to prospective students and natural parents; 
providing clear and conspicuous disclosure of arrangements by international 
student recruitment agencies with US secondary schools, visible to prospective 
students and natural parents; ensuring that terms of transactions between 
international student recruitment agencies, US schools and international 
students/natural parents are clear and published.

Varsity Athletics
The highest/most advanced level of interscholastic athletic competition among 
US secondary schools.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


