
Be Disaster Ready 
 

The Forest Committee has been asked to prepare a list of items to take with you in case of an 

evacuation.  While there are many types of disasters the one most likely for us would be a fire.  

Hopefully we will have plenty of warning of a fire threatening our development.  Everyone's list 

will be different depending on items of value to them personally. 

 

There are things that can be done in advance.  Take a video inventory of everything in your 

home and store this video at an off-site location.  One way to do this would be to make several 

copies and send to each of your children or other relatives.  You will be traumatized after a fire 

and forget a good portion of the things you owned.  If you make a record of everything, then you 

don't have to worry about forgetting what you had when reporting the losses to your insurance 

company.  Do not store this video in your home and do not store it in a safety deposit box, as you 

likely will not grab neither the video nor the key to your safety deposit box as you are fleeing the 

fire. 

 

1. Be properly insured against loss from fire.  After you film the video of all of your 

belongings, make a list of your things and review it with your insurance agent. 

 

2. Create a list of important numbers and e-mail it to a personal, web-based e-mail account 

like G-mail.  Be certain that all of your digital data is recently backed up and a copy of 

this information is kept off-site or on the Cloud. 

 

3. Have your most important papers in a fire-proof and water-proof home safe that is UL 

350 rated.  Or scan those papers and place them in the Cloud or on a disk or thumb drive 

that is stored off-site.  FEMA has an Emergency Financial First Aid Kid (EFFAK) at 

www.citizencorps.gov if you are unsure just what papers are most important. 

 

4. Seriously consider having your photographs and home videos digitally scanned and 

backed up at an off-site location. 

 

Why not sit down right now and make up YOUR list of things to take with you and post it 

somewhere by the door or other place easily assessible.  We all have treasures and heirlooms that 

we would not want to lose.   Can you make it easy by placing those items in something that can 

easily be transported? 

 

Some basic items for the list: 

 

 Prescription medications and eyeglasses 

 Cell phone and charger, laptop or tablet 

 Cash, credit cards, checks and change 

 Passport or other forms of ID 

 Infant formula and diapers if you have young children 

 Pet food and extra water for pets 

 Change of clothes for each family member 

 A wrench or pliers kept by the door to turn off utilities before leaving 



 Keys to your vehicles and the house 

 

Let us hope that we never have to use any of this, but just in case, it is better to be prepared. 

 

 

 


