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Happy 2020 AzAHQ Members! 
New Year, Fresh Ideas and Even More Ways to Engage with AzAHQ

President's Message 
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Prior to writing this, I looked back at all of the AzAHQ President’s Messages over the past
ten years for inspiration. Change and transition have been the traditional topics, which is
quite fitting. Change seems to be the sole constant in the world of healthcare quality, and
as we enter into a new decade, our ability to adapt is no less critical than it has been in the
past. This need for adaptation is just as relevant in our association as it is in a hospital, a
health plan, or any of the wide range of settings reflected in our membership.
 
As we enter into this new year and decade, AzAHQ will explore new approaches to
delivering value to our members across Arizona. Here are a few of the things we’re
planning for 2020:

Webinars: AzAHQ will launch its first-ever webinar series for CPHQ credit.
Member Feedback: We will host virtual membership meetings with the express
purpose of soliciting feedback.
Partnerships: We will partner with other associations both within Arizona and
across the country to offer educational opportunities.
Professional Networking: We’ll explore the possibility of sponsoring opportunities
for healthcare quality professionals to get together and talk shop over coffee, during
happy hour, or some other informal setting.

Although I see this as the start of something new and exciting, in many ways we’re simply
continuing along the journey that began over 35 years ago! And just like it was in the 80s,
we need our membership to help guide us along the path towards value in the 20s. On
behalf of AzAHQ’s 2020 Board of Directors, thank you for your continued support and
involvement.
 
Andrew Kopolow
President 2020-2021
 

Organization Updates

Spring Conference
Save the Date!  The annual Spring Conference is scheduled for April 3, 2020.  The
conference titled "Improving Quality Ratings Across the Care Continuum" will
take place at the Rio Salado Conference Center in Tempe, AZ.  CEUs will be offered.

AzAHQ Announces New Partnership
The Association for Healthcare Quality of Arizona (AzAHQ) and the Oregon
Association for Healthcare Quality (OrAHQ) have agreed to launch an educational
webinar series (for CPHQ CEs) at no charge to its members! That’s right, FREE to
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members of both associations! AzAHQ and OrAHQ know that you aren’t always able
to break away from your desks for a full-day conference, so we’re going to bring the
conference to you! Keep an eye out for upcoming announcements on speaker dates
and times!

Healthcare Quality News
Patient Safety
Medicaid Expansion Linked to Fewer Opioid Deaths
JAMA Open Network released a new report highlighting the effects of Medicaid expansion
on opioid related deaths.  

Arizona
New Trauma System Data Dashboard Launched
The Arizona Department of Health Services' Bureau of EMS and Trauma System unveiled
a new public facing, interactive dashboard that displays data from Arizona's 47 trauma
centers.

National
Readmissions Reduction Study Disappoints
Study results were published in the New England Journal of Medicine that tested the idea
of pairing nurses and social workers with the sickest patients in an effort to reduce hospital
readmissions.  

50% Waste Reduction in Healthcare by 2025-IHI's Bold New Goal
IHI identifies seven primary goals for leaders to focus on to proactively reduce waste in
healthcare.

Resources

Healthcare Quality Jobs in Arizona
Search for Healthcare Quality Jobs in Arizona listed on the
NAHQ Career Center site

AzAHQ Job Board
The AzAHQ website has a job board that members can use to
post positions. For more information or to post a position,
please visit the AzAHQ website.  
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Upcoming Events

IHI Summit on Primary Care (April 16-18, 2020) in National
Harbor, Maryland

NAHQ Summit (May 5-7,2020) in Chicago, Illinois

 

Get the latest healthcare quality news by following us on social media!
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