
 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

PWDCA Owner Handler Awards (OHA) Program 
 
 

1. Q:  What’s the purpose of OHA? 
 

A:  FUN! Enjoy friendly competition with fellow PWD owners as you engage with your dog directly in many AKC 
and PWDCA activities.  
 
2. Q:  Is the OHA program mostly for conformation? Is it the same as AKC’s National Owner Handler Series? 
 

A:  NO. The OHA promotes owners working with their PWDs in many different activities that includes but is not 
limited to conformation. The AKC’s National Owner Handler Series (NOHS) is limited to conformation and 
further restricted to owner handlers that receive top prizes in conformation events (Owner Handler Best of 
Breed, NOHS Group Placements 1 through 4).  
 
3. Q:  How do I participate and get points? 
 

A: The OHA is an “active” program meaning, (1) you have to accomplish something with your dog in order to 
qualify for points, and (2) you have to claim those points, they are not automatically accumulated for you. 
 
4. Q: Do participants of the OHA program have to be PWDCA members? 
 

A:  Yes. 
 
5. Q:  Is the OHA program limited to AKC and PWDCA sanctioned trials and events only? 
 

A:  Yes. 
 
6. Q:  What are the categories of competition? 
 

A:  Awards are given to the top five placements (i.e., most points) in these categories:  

• All Venues Combined (at least 10% of the participant’s total points must come from another venue); 

• Conformation; 

• Performance (total combined points from Agility, Obedience, Rally, Scent Work, Tracking, Water and 
Other Titles); 

• Junior Showmanship; and 

• Top Rookie. 
 
7. Q:  What is a Rookie? 
 

A.  One that is participating in the OHA program for the first time and competing with their first-ever PWD. 
 
8.  Q:  What’s the difference between the OHA program and other PWDCA award programs such as ROM? 
 

A:  Other programs award the accomplishments of the dog. The OHA Program awards the accomplishments of 
the owner handler. At the end of the program year, the owner handler receives the award, not the participating 
dogs. 
 
9. Q:  Is the OHA an annual program? 
 

A:  Yes. The OHA program year is January 1 through December 31. Awards are made based on points earned 
during a program year. The program starts over each January 1. 
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10. Q:  May I register to participate at any point in the program year? 
 

A:  Yes. However, registrations late in a program competition year will limit the amount of time participants 
have to accumulate points. There is no retroactive counting of points associated with any activities occurring 
prior to a participant’s registration. 
 
11. Q:  May all the co-owners of a dog enroll and participate with that same dog? 
 

A:  Yes. The focus of the OHA program is the handler, not the dog. Co-owners must each register to participate 
in OHA but all may compete with the same dog(s). 
 
12. Q:  Once I register in the program and identify my “pool” of up to four participating dogs, may I remove 
any of the dogs during the program year or switch them out with other dogs? 
 

A:  No. During the OHA Program year, participants may NOT switch out any of the dogs they enrolled in the 
program. This remains true even if circumstances arise where a participating dog cannot compete for reasons 
such as having puppies, lameness, etc. Single exception – when an enrolled dog dies, that dog may be replaced. 
 
13. Q:  Didn’t there used to be a Junior Showmanship Owner Handler Awards (JSOHA) Program? 
 

A:  Yes. The OHA and JSOHA programs merged. Now, within the OHA program the AKC’s Junior Showmanship 
classes are considered a separate venue rather than a separate program. All the OHA Program rules and points 
apply equally to all participants regardless of age. AKC limits participation in the Junior Showmanship classes to 
those under 19 years of age and requires an AKC-issued Junior Showmanship number.   
 
14. Q:  Can members of the OHA Committee participate (compete) in the program? 
 

A:  Yes. Points submitted by a committee member are verified by a different committee member.  
 
15. Q: Does the program benefit participants that handle their dogs more often than those that infrequently 
handle? 
 

A:  Yes. The program is designed to encourage owner handlers to participate in activities with their dogs so will 
naturally benefit those who are more active and therefore have more opportunities to earn points. 
 
16. Q: If I have a dog that is professionally handled in a venue such as conformation, may I participate with 
that same dog but in other venues, such as Scent Work, where I handle the dog? 
 

A:  Yes.  
 
17. Q:  Do I earn points for each time my enrolled dog and I pass a Water Trial test? What if I run multiple dogs 
in a Water Trial and they all pass, do all the passes qualify for points? 
 

A: Yes. Yes. These are changes effective June 1, 2020 and are based on the scarcity of Water Trials as compared 
to other point-qualifying events. 
 
18. Q: Do I earn points for each title my enrolled dogs earn under the Other Titles venues? What if more than 
one of my dogs earns an Other Title in a single day, do they all count? 
 

A:  Yes. Yes. This is a change effective June 1, 2020. The rationale is that a given title that is recognized in the 
Other Titles venue, is earned once by each dog so the points available from that title are very low compared to 
repeat qualifications/wins required in other venues. 
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19. Q:  Do I earn points for wins or placements in each show or trial when participating in two separate shows 
or trials for the same venue that occur on the same day? 
 

A:  Yes, so long as there are different Event Numbers for each show or trial. For example, a club may hold two 
conformation shows or two rally trials in the same day. Each of those trials will have a separate Event Number. 
 
20. Q: Do I earn points for wins or placements in venues other than Water and Other Titles if I handle multiple 
of my dogs in the same venue at the same show? For example, if I handle my puppy in 6-9 Months Puppy 
Dogs and he wins his class and I handle my Special in Best of Breed and she wins Select Bitch, do I get to claim 
points for both of those wins? 
 

A: No. The rule of thumb is 1 dog = 1 win/qualification/placement for the same venue and same Event Number. 
 
21. Q: When must points be submitted to be counted? 
 

A:  Within 60 days of the achievement. This rule is strictly enforced. 
 
22. Q: What is the fee used for? 
 

A:  Awards (ribbons and prizes) and to subsidize benefits to participants such as a lower price for the OHA 
Gathering at the National Specialty. 
 
23: Q:  How do you know people really achieved the placements they claimed? 
 

A:  To the extent possible, points are verified before awards are determined. Although the qualification or 
placement can be verified, neither the PWDCA nor the AKC name the handler associated with the achievement. 
The OHA committee relies on participants abiding by the honor code and requires the participant to attest to 
the truthfulness of their points submissions.  
 
24. Q:  When and how are awards made? 
 

A:  Owner Handler awards are made in the early part of March, after the 60-day limit for points submission has 
passed and points have been verified by the OHA committee members. All OHA program participants are 
notified via email, and other means, that awards will be presented during a live video share session (e.g., 
Facebook Live) on the date chosen by the committee. Awards are then mailed to the winners. Top winners in 
each category are also recognized at the National Specialty Awards dinner. 
 
25. Q:  Where do I find additional information about the OHA Program? 
 

A:  The program is conducted according to the Rules & Points document. This document, along with the Quick 
Guide to Participation plus forms for registration and points submission can be found on the OHA page of the 
PWDCA’s web site. They are also found in the Files section of the OHA Facebook page. The documents and forms 
can be downloaded. You can also register and submit points online at the OHA page. 
 
 

https://www.pwdca.org/site_page.cfm?pk_association_webpage_menu=8908&pk_association_webpage=18340
https://www.facebook.com/groups/444917982240707
https://s3.amazonaws.com/amo_hub_content/Association1696/files/Activities%20or%20Events/OHA/2020%20OHA%20RULES%20and%20POINTS.pdf

