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Sustainability and Diversity on Beverage Agenda for 2020  
 
NEW YORK (Jan. 31, 2020) – The need for sustainable practices and greater inclusivity in the workplace 
are some of the pivotal issues facing the wine and spirits industry this year, according to an expert panel 
at “The Next Big Sip,” an inaugural event presented by Les Dames d’Escoffier New York (LDNY) on 
January 21st at Del Posto.   
 
Panelists included Eric Asimov, chief wine critic, The New York Times; Erica Duecy, Editor in Chief & Chief 
Content Officer, VinePair; Elana Effrat, National Events & Training Manager, Sweet Amber Distilling;  Mary 
Gorman-McAdams MW, Director, International Wine Center; and Rita Jammet, Chief Bubble Officer, La 
Caravelle Champagne.  The panel moderator was Karen Goodlad, Associate Professor, Hospitality 
Management, New York City College of Technology (CUNY). The Next Big Sip was sponsored by Aperol, 
Russell’s Reserve, Beverage Media Group (BMG), Monogram, Wine Services International, Oxo, Wine 
Enthusiast, Rabbit, Illy and Wolf Gourmet.  
  
Six Trends that came out of the evening were: 

1. Climate Change is impacting every aspect of the wine conversation, from viticultural practices to 
packaging and final sales. 

2. Education is still accessible only to certain segments of the population be it because of cost or 
availability. Restaurants can do their part to train staff. 

3. Consumers are asking for organic and natural wine but don’t necessarily use the word sustainable.  
4. Spirits, Sake and hard seltzer are making in-roads in the industry across various sectors. 
5. Women are still underrepresented in the beverage industry and are still compensated less than 

their male counterparts. Beverage companies are lagging behind CBD companies in this vein where 
women are making strides. 

6. Tariffs are a big uncertainty. Some were pushed to the year 2021 but the beverage industry is 
concerned about potential impact. 

  
A portion of event proceeds will benefit the Les Dames d’Escoffier NY Scholarship Fund. 
 
About Les Dames d’Escoffier New York 
Les Dames d’Escoffier is the preeminent organization of women who are leaders in the fields of food, fine 
beverage and hospitality. The New York chapter (LDNY) is the founding and largest of the 42 chapters in 
the United States and abroad. Established in 1976 by Carol Brock (food reporter for the Sunday New York 
Daily News at the time), LDNY has more than 160 members.   
 
For a selection of event photos, contact info@ldny.org  

_____________________________________________ 
 

Follow @LesDamesNY on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
 
 

 
 


