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About Our Annual Convention

In 1899, 
seedsmen 
organized 
a casual 
meeting in Kansas City, Missouri to 
discuss industry issues and facilitate 
seed business. At that time, trading 
was the order of the day with carloads 
of timothy, red clover, common 
alfalfa and smooth bromegrass 
changing hands during the meeting. 
Over the years the annual meeting 
became known as the “Western” with 
seedsmen gathering principally from 
North America and several foreign 
countries. 
Today, the Western’s meeting purpose 
is essentially the same as it was 
in 1899. However, as business has 
become more complex, presentations 
for education and information 
exchange have been added to the 
agenda. The American Seed Trade 
Association’s Farm and Lawn Seed 
Divisions hold meetings during the 

Western convention. The Field Seed 
Institute of North America also meets 
during the Western.
Trading continues as it always has. 
However, more private meetings are 
held between business partners to 
discuss variety developments and 
contract production. Many member 
companies have hospitality suites 
or host special receptions for their 
customers.
There are opportunities for 
socialization during two scheduled 
cocktail hours and at the annual 
banquet for members and guests. 
A feature of the banquet has been 
the presentation of scholarships to 
college students who are pursing 
education in seed related studies. 
Guests and spouses attend a luncheon 
organized for their entertainment.



Sponsor Opportunities*
Directory Sponsor

• Ad on back of directory
• Logo with link on WSA website
• 4 complimentary annual conference 
registrations

$3,500

Reception Sponsor
• Gobo & sign recognition during 
reception

• Logo with link on WSA website
• 2 complimentary annual conference 
registrations

$2,500

Break Sponsor
• Sign recognition during break
• Logo with link on WSA website
• 2 complimentary annual conference 
registrations

$1,500

Á la carte Opportunites
Elevator Wrap

Escalator

Lobby Gobo Light

Banner

$100 each
Ability to work with hotel preferred 
vendor to purchase wrap to be placed 
on elevator doors during WSA specified 
conference dates.

$300 per section
Ability to provide wrap for escalator sections 
during WSA specified conference dates.

$250
Ability to provide gobo to in-house audio 
visual company to display in lobby during 
WSA specified conference dates. Audio Visual 
company to bill directly for expense related to 
equipment rental, etc.

$500

3 opportunities

2 opportunities

Directory Ad
$500

Directory Logo
$250

Ability to hang a company branded 
banner approved by WSA in the 
waterfall or mezzanine area during WSA 
specified conference dates.

Deadline for sponsorship is October 1, 2021.



Supporter Packages*
Gold Supporter

• 1 WSA Membership
• Logo with link on WSA website
• 3 complimentary annual 
conference registrations

• Sign recognition convention
• Recognition in conference program

$3,000

Silver Supporter

• Logo with link on WSA website
• 2 complimentary annual conference 
registrations

• Recognition on signage at 
convention

• Recognition in conference program

$2,000

Bronze Supporter

• Logo with link on WSA website
• 1 complimentary annual conference 
registration

• Recognition on signage at 
convention

• Recognition in conference program

$1,000

Have a marketing ideas or questions? 
Contact Tina Bowling at tina@westernseed.org
Deadline for sponsorship is October 1, 2021.



Exhibit & Appointment Tables

Exhibit Tables Appointment Tables
6’ table 
exhibit

$600 (member
$800 (non-member)

10’ pop-up 
exhibit

$800 (member)
$1,000 (non-member)

$250 (member)
$400 (non-member)

Choose from either a 6-foot 
wide tabletop display or 
10-foot wide pop-up display 
area. Includes:

• 6’ skirted table with two 
chairs

• Company name, description 
& logo in conference app

• Company logo on exhibit hall 
signage

Companies can reserve a sit-
down trading table inside the 
exhibit hall to have a dedicated 
and protected location for your 
company meetings during the 
conference. Includes:

• 6’ skirted table with four 
chairs

• Recognition on conference 
app

• Recognition on exhibit hall 
signage

More than 700 seed industry professionals from across the U.S. come to this valuable 
networking event. Display tables or pop-ups exhibits will be located in the Century 
Ballroom at the Westin Kansas City at Crown Center.

Deadline for appoinment tables is October 22, 2021. Deadline for exhibit 
tables is October 1, 2021.
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15 "Exhibitor Tables"
6'x30" Tables with 2 chairs each



1.Agreement  
The following rules & regulations become binding 
upon acceptance of this agreement between the 
applicant, his/her employees and agents, and WSA, 
and any additions and amendments thereto that 
may be established or put into effect by WSA in the 
interest of the Conference and Exposition shall be 
binding on exhibitors and sponsors equally with 
the terms of this agreement. The acceptance of this 
agreement is subject to the final approval of WSA.

2.Payments and Cancellations
Payment must be received in full prior to the start 
of the convention. Any booth or table with a balance 
due will not be honored onsite. Payment will be 
accepted in U.S. currency only as cash, check, or 
credit card. No refunds are issued for cancellation 
of sponsorship or exhibition. If event is cancelled 
sponsorship or exhibit payments will be refunded 
less any direct marketing costs that have been 
published and distributed to attendees and/or 
potential attendees.

3.Observance to Exposition Rules & 
Regulations
Upon acceptance of the agreement by WSA, the 
exhibiting company agrees to abide by the terms 
herein, and any revisions or amendments thereto 
made by WSA. Exhibiting companies not complying 
with said rules, having knowledge of them or not, 
shall be subject to the actions taken by WSA.

4.Exhibit Floor Plan
The arrangement of the exhibit hall is shown on 
the floor plan enclosed. The locations of exhibit 
space exits and other structures are presumed to 
be accurate but warranted to be approximate. The 
arrangement of exhibit booths may be modified by 
WSA without prior consent and/or consultation of 
exhibiting company.

5.Space Assignment
Exhibit space will be assigned based on the 
historical support of the applying exhibit company 
with WSA. WSA reserves the right to make the final 
space assignment and change the space assignment 
after the acceptance of the application should it be 

necessary. No exhibitor shall assign, sublet, or share 
the whole or any part of the contracted space with 
a consultant, broker, or company owned and/or in 
businesswith another company.

6.Installation of Exhibits
Exhibit installation will begin at 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 31, 2021. All exhibits must be fully 
set up and ready by 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 
31, 2021. After that time, any unattended booth with 
crated displays will be erected or put in storage, at 
the discretion of WSA, unless otherwise notified 
by the exhibitor in advance and approved by WSA. 
All charges for labor, etc. will be applied to the 
exhibitor of record. WSA reserves the right to use 
the space without further obligation,i.e., refund, loss 
of business, or disparagement or liability, etc.

7.Exhibit Activities and Operations
Exhibitors are held liable for compliance with 
the terms as set forth herein. Distribution of 
any materials for advertising is forbidden in 
the corridors or lobby of the conference site. 
No activities will be permitted in any exhibit 
space that is contrary to law or the rules and 
regulations of exhibiting at the facility or which 
will disturb exhibitors in the immediate area. All 
displays, equipment, booth furnishings, product 
demonstrations and marketing/promotional 
activities must be confined to the assigned booth 
space. WSA reserves the right to prohibit any exhibit 
which in their opinion is disruptive, offensive or 
not suitable for the purpose of the Exhibition. 
Exhibitors shall not employ the use of live activities 
which may include but not limited to dancing, 
sports, use of animals, music entertainment, spa 
services, distribution of food or alcoholic beverages, 
etc. without the prior consent of WSA. Items such 
as balloons, confetti, glitter or other similar items 
are prohibited in the exhibit hall. Exhibitors must 
remain within their assigned space and may not 
overflow into the aisles as this may create a safety 
risk. WSA reserves the right to remove any material, 
etc. from the exhibit space which does not keep with 
the standards of the exhibition.

Terms & Conditions



8.Exhibit Personnel
During dedicated exhibition events, a representative 
from the exhibiting company must be in the booth 
at all times. A maximum of three (3) individuals 
per booth space will be allowed to work in a 
booth at any one time. Exhibitor registration can 
only be used by direct employees of the exhibit 
company and not consultants, brokers, and/or 
subcontractors.

9.Shipping and Decorations
Fern is the official exhibit company for the 2021 
WSA Convention. Each exhibitor will receive 
an Exhibitor kit from Fern including shipping 
information, information on available services, etc. 
along with any necessary hotel forms. Kits will be 
sent mid-August 2021. Exhibit materials must be 
shipped via instructions provided by Fern and not 
to the hotel. Any shipments sent to the conference 
hotel or convention center will be charged a 
shipping and handling fee by receiving venue as well 
as the exhibit company.

10.Dismantling and Removal of Exhibits
The removal of displays begins at 2:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 4, 2021. Any items, materials, 
etc. left in the booth after 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 4, 2021 that are not packed/crated 
or covered with a shipping label will be packed, 
shipped, or stored at the discretion of the venue 
and all expenses will be charged to the exhibitor 
on record. The exhibit hall must be cleared of 
all exhibit materials by 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 4, 2021. Arrangements for shipment or 
dismantling services should be made with Fern in 
advance of the show.

11.Safety
The exhibiting company agrees that the first priority 
of all personnel in the booth shall be the safety of 
those attending the exhibition. Fire regulations 
require that all display material used for decoration 
be flameproof. Any or all electrical equipment used 
in conjunction with the booth shall be in good 
operating condition and be able to pass local Fire 
Marshall inspection. Stored materials in the booth 
area shall not block or impede access to the exhibit 
space or cover electrical outlets or wires. 

12.Indemnity
It is expressly understood and agreed that the 
exhibiting company will hold harmless and make 

no claim against WSA nor any of its officers, 
members, employees, contractors or agents for 
any loss,damage to, or destruction of property, nor 
for any injury that may occur to the exhibitor, its 
contractors, its agents, or its employees while in the 
exhibit facility, nor for any damages of any nature 
or character whatsoever, including legal expenses 
arising due to participation in the exhibition during 
installation period, show hours, closed hours and 
dismantle period.

13.Insurance
The exhibiting company agrees to carry insurance 
for a single limit of not less than one million 
dollars for their employees, agents, contractors or 
representatives and guests present at the show. The 
exhibiting company also agrees to provide Worker’s 
Compensation insurance providing benefits for 
the state in which the exhibit facility is located. An 
umbrella liability policy is satisfactory as long as all 
areas are covered.

14.Show Cancellation
WSA, its officers, members, employees, agents, 
representatives, or contractors will not be liable 
for failure to hold the conference/exhibition as 
scheduled. Payments for sponsorships and/or 
exhibit space will be refunded, less any actual 
expenses incurred for the exhibition which will be 
deducted. 

15.Damage to Exhibition Facility
Damage to the exhibition facility, caused or done 
by the exhibitor, shall be the responsibility of the 
exhibitor. The exhibiting company agrees to hold 
WSA and the hotel harmless of and from all loss, 
liability, and/or damage whatsoever caused to the 
exhibition facility, or any part thereof, directly or 
indirectly.

16.Security
Every reasonable effort will be made by WSA to 
protect property during installation, exhibit hours, 
and removal. WSA, however, will have no liability 
for any loss or damage sustained by an exhibitor 
during any time of the exhibition, whatever 
the cause. In addition, after show hours, only 
those exhibitors properly identified and with the 
authorization of WSA may enter the exhibit hall. 
During show days exhibitors may have access to 
the exhibit hall no more than one hour prior to its 
opening.



17.Non-Endorsement
The exhibiting of products and services at the WSA 
conference does not constitute an endorsement by 
WSA of any productor service exhibited. Exhibitors 
are not permitted to represent in any manner that 
WSA endorsed goods or services supplied by them.

18.Eligibility
The sponsoring and/or exhibiting company 
must be a company conducting business in the 
communications/media industry.

19.Use of Exhibit Space
Space is to be used for the Exhibitor whose name 
appears on the agreement. Exhibitors may not 
sublet or resell any portion of their space nor allow 
their badges to be used by unauthorized persons. All 
signs/displays in an exhibit must be related to the 
exhibitor’s company that is listed on the agreement.

20.Non-Official Contractors
Exhibitor Appointed Contractors (EACs) contracted 
by an approved exhibiting company to install 
and/or dismantle a display must submit to the 
WSA Office the name of the exhibiting company, 
name of contractor, contractor point of contact, 
and contractor phone number within 10 days of 
submitting the participation agreement.
A certificate of insurance must be sent via email to 
WSA no later than October 1, 2021.

21.Security
WSA will have security at exhibit hall entrance(s) 
when exhibit hall is open. The Exhibit Hall will 
be locked at 7:45pm on Sunday, and 5:15pm on 
Monday. The exhibit hall will be unlocked at 7:15am 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 
Security is not provided when exhibit hall is closed. 
Please remove and/or secure valuables accordingly. 
Exhibitors desiring additional security should 
arrange that with WSA at the exhibitors expense.

22.Badges
Name badges must be worn at all times. Access to 
the exhibit hall andother WSA events may be denied 
without a badge.

23.Solicitation
Persons connected to nonexhibiting companies 
are prohibited from any dealings, exhibiting or 
soliciting, within the exhibit hall. These individuals 
should be reported to WSA.

24.Standard Arbitration Clause
All claims and disputes arising under or relating 
to this Agreementare to be settled by binding 
arbitration in Missouri or another location mutually 
agreeable to the parties.The arbitration shall be 
conducted on a confidential basis pursuant to the 
Commercial Arbitration Rules of the American 
Arbitration Association. Any decision or award as 
a result of any such arbitration proceeding shall 
be in writing and shall provide an explanation for 
all conclusions of law and fact and shall include 
the assessment of costs,expenses, and reasonable 
attorneys’ fees. Any such arbitration shall be 
conducted by an arbitrator experienced in [insert 
industry or legal experience required for arbitrator] 
and shall include a written record of the arbitration 
hearing. The parties reserve the right to object 
to any individual who shall be employed by or 
affiliated with a competing organization or entity. 
An award of arbitration may be confirmed in acourt 
of competent jurisdiction.

25. Publicity Material
By submitting a reservation to participate at the 
Western Seed Association Convention you agree 
to the use of your company name and logo for 
conference related activities to recognize your 
company’s participation. 



Western Seed Association 
Corporate Marketing Agreement

Please type or print as information is entered using this data for contact and print purposes. 
This is not for registration purposes. Deadline for exhibit tables and sponsorships is October 
1, 2021. Deadline for appointment tables is October 22, 2021.

Company Name:
Contact Name:
Address:
City
Phone
E-mail

State Zip
Fax
Website

To get the member rate for your company must be a member of WSA in good standing. To join, please 
visit westernseed.org.

Membership

Sponsorship
Mbr Fee Qty

Directory 
Sponsor

$3,500

Reception 
Sponsor (2)

$2,500

Break 
Sponsor (3)

$1,500

Elevator 
Wrap

$100

Lobby 
Gobo Light

$250

Banner $500

Escalator
(per section)

$300

Mbr Fee Qty

Gold Supporter 
Package

$3,000

Silver Supporter 
Package

$2,000

Bronze Supporter 
Package

$1,000

Mbr Fee Non-Mbr 
Fee

Qty

6’ Table 
Exhibit

$600 $800

10’ Pop-up 
Display

$800 $1,000

Appointment 
Table

$250 $400

Total Due $
Payment Method (Circle one): Check   or   Credit Card

*If paying by credit card, please return credit card processing form on last page.
There are no refunds on any support items

Return completed form with payment by email to 
membership@westernseed.org; by mail to WSA PO Box 867, 
Berea, KY 40403; or by fax to 859.623.8694.

Note: the requesting company must arrange for all graphic material to be obtained through the hotel-
approved vendor, who will coordinate the installation. The cost of graphics, materials, etc. is not included 
in the price above.
If purchasing an exhibit or appointment table, please list four preferred spaces. We will do our best to 
adhere to everyone’s requests.



Credit Card Processing Form

Name (as it appears on card):

Name of member/person payment is for if not the same as above:

Company Name:

Billing Address:

Credit Card Type: MasterCard   Visa   American Express

Credit Card Number:

CSC (3-digit number on back of card or 4-digit number on front of AmericanExpress):

Expiration: Amount to be charged:  $

Phone: Fax:

Email:

Signature:

FAX TO 859-623-8694




