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RE: Ameen Lotfi, nominee, Western Seed Association Scholarship 
 
Dear Tina Bowling: 
 
 I am very pleased to nominate Mr. Ameen Lotfi for a Western Seed Association Scholarship.  
 
 Ameen is a senior in the Agriculture and Food Systems Program, a Clearing Charitable 
Foundation Agribusiness Scholar, and a George H. Cook Scholar, at the School of Environmental and 
Biological Sciences (SEBS) at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  Ameen completed his 
Associates Degree in Biology from Rowan College at Burlington County in May 2016, continued his 
education at SEBS as a part-time student in the Spring and Summer of 2017, and began full-time in the 
Fall semester of 2017.  He plans to graduate in May 2020 with a double major in Agriculture and Food 
Systems and in Ecology, Evolution, and Natural Resources, and a minor in Plant Science.  Ameen’s 
academic record is excellent (current GPA 3.87/4.0).  This GPA puts him in the top 5% of students at 
SEBS, and he is the top senior academically in Agriculture and Food Systems.  Ameen is an outgoing 
person who is well liked by faculty and students.  He has made a great effort to get to know many 
faculty here and is seen as someone who is giving back to the community.  He is well known for his 
enthusiasm, curiosity, and hard work.  His future plans include attending graduate school in the 
agronomy or crop science disciplines after graduation.  Upon graduation, he will have a strong academic 
and practical educational foundation in the agricultural, ecological, plant, and fundamental sciences, and 
is well poised for academic and professional success. 
 
 I have served as his academic advisor since his arrival at SEBS and have seen his love of 
agriculture, ecology, and plant science bloom over the past two years.  His family does not have an 
agricultural background so to see him learn so much and to excel in both the classroom and in research 
is to see how committed he is to this field of work.  He is an engaging speaker and loves to share his 
passion about many topics.  His interest is genuine and his efforts significant and range from community 
food justice and farm labor to plant science and agriculture.  Ameen has also extended his learning to 
the field.  He completed his thesis work (“Initial effects of organic amendments on edaphic properties 
and biological activity,” Advisor: Dr. John Dighton) for the George H. Cook Scholar’s program a full year 
ahead of schedule.  This summer, Ameen organized his own study abroad trip to Algeria to see and learn 
about date palm production and the agribusiness supply chain that brings these dates to New Jersey. 
 

Ameen is an inaugural member of the Clearing Corporation Foundation Agribusiness Scholars 
Program, which seeks to expose students to, and teach fundamentals in, agribusiness.  This “unique 
opportunity provides these selected students with the applied knowledge, leadership qualities, 
analytical skills, and experiences required for successful careers in the domestic and global agribusiness 
sector. By integrating coursework, experiential learning, and engagement with agribusiness leaders, 
students develop in-depth understanding of the issues driving agricultural markets and the performance 
of the agribusiness sector.” To learn more, see: 



 

https://sebsnjaesnews.rutgers.edu/2019/10/agribusiness-scholars-program-one-year-in-making-the-
best-better/  
 

Ameen also has a strong interest in teaching and considers becoming a college faculty member 
in agriculture.  In addition to coursework in agricultural education, he is a peer-instructor in the First-
Year Interest Group Seminars (FIGS) Career Exploration Program.  Freshmen enroll in these one-credit 
classes to ease the transition to college by exploring potential majors, meeting students with similar 
interests, and networking with faculty and staff.  As an instructor, Ameen works with a small group of 
freshmen to explore opportunities in agriculture, food systems, and the plant sciences.  As his FIGS 
advisor I have seen him work extremely thoughtfully at developing lessons plans in order to engage the 
students and bring these topics to life.  One recent lesson included bringing black walnut seeds to class 
and asking students to identify them.  None of the students knew what they were, so Ameen helped 
them to learn about black walnuts and to look at our trees around campus differently.  He is both a 
teacher and a leader in the classroom as freshman learn directly from him and can see how much he has 
learned at college. 
 
 Ameen arrived on campus having some interest in food systems and agriculture, and his 
experience at the Rutgers Gardens student farm and in the hydroponic indoor agriculture facility has 
opened up a career path in sustainable agriculture for him.  His summer internship at the student farm 
engaged him in growing food and delivering donations to Elijah’s Promise, a local food pantry, as well as 
producing food for sale at Cook’s Market, our local farm market.  Most recently, Ameen lead a group in 
developing out-of-classroom experiences for other students by spearheading the development of a plan 
for a native plant nursery for our campus.  This past summer he developed a strong commitment to food 
justice.  After a recent visit to Immokalee, Florida, to learn about the conditions of farm workers in 
southwestern Florida, Ameen returned to begin organizing student participation in the Student 
Farmworker Alliance – Coalition of Immokalee Workers at SEBS.  
 
 Ameen is a self-supported commuting student who has balanced work, school, and 
responsibilities at home.  He has been the recipient of several scholarships based on his academic skills 
and his needs.  His scholarships include the Millicent Mercer Johnsen Summer Intern Scholarship‒New 
Jersey Committee of the Garden Club of America; 2017-2018 Vegetable Growers' Association of NJ 
Scholarship; Eastern Produce Council‒Jerry Grindell Scholarship; Robert Hanna Soil and Water 
Conservation Club; and the David H. Agans Scholarship. 
 
 With great enthusiasm, I am thrilled to nominate Ameen Lotfi for the Western Seed Association 
Scholarship.   He is one of our top students and was chosen from among several other students in our 
programs.  I hope that you will consider him for your scholarship and should you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Xenia K. Morin, Ph.D. 
Agriculture and Food Systems Program Undergraduate Program Director 
Associate Teaching Professor, Department of Plant Biology 
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