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MSHA SE District Update - Sam Pierce or Brian Thompson 
We will learn the latest information and Safety initiatives from the MSHA Southeast District. 

Focusing On The Task At Hand  
Darren Conn, MSHA Southeast District 
Darren will be speaking about different methods to aid miners completing a 
task. The keys to job focus will be relayed through purpose and motive, as well 
as some of Darren’s personal experiences. 

Transportation Workers: What We Know and Where Were Going?  
Kellie Pierson, National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health (NIOSH) 
BIO: Kellie Pierson is a Research Psychologist at the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH).  She is currently serving as a co-coordinator for the 
HealthiestNIOSH Program for the Office for Total Worker Health® at NIOSH.  The 
HealthiestNIOSH Program focuses on optimizing safety, health, and well-being of all 
people working at NIOSH by improving the workplace environment, policies and pro-
gram, and by increasing the number of health opportunities available to NIOSH staff. 
 With over 25 years of experience at NIOSH she has lead several research projects 
and prepared/presented regularly at national conferences and meetings on a variety of 
occupational safety and health topics.  
ABSTRACT: Drivers  of  heavy  and  tractor-trailer  trucks  accounted  for  42,000 
workers, or 7%  of  all production and nonsupervisory employees in the mining, quarry-
ing, and oil and gas extraction industries in 2014. There are limited data for illness and 
injury in heavy and tractor-trailer drivers, which prompted a targeted national survey 
long-haul truck drivers. This presentation will examine the data collected during 2010 
from 1,670 long-haul truck drivers at 32 truck stops across the 48 contiguous United 
States.  Data were used to compute prevalence estimates for self-reported health conditions and risk fac-
tors.  Important health findings included that obesity (69% vs. 31%, P < 0.01) and current smoking (51% 
vs. 19%, P < 0.01) were both twice as prevalent in long-haul truck drivers as in the 2010 U.S. adult work-
ing population. Sixty-one percent of drivers reported having two or more of the risk factors: hypertension, 
obesity, smoking, high cholesterol, no physical activity, 6 or fewer hours of sleep per 24-hr period.  Survey 
findings suggest a need for targeted interventions and continued surveillance for long-haul truck drivers. 
Findings have been used by trucking companies, insurance companies, and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation/ Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) in justifying further development of 
worker health programs.  This presentation will also introduce participants to the Total Worker Health 
(TWH)® Approach.  TWH® means policies, programs and practices that integrate protection from work-
related safety and health hazards with promotion of injury and illness prevention efforts to advance worker 
well-being.  There is growing evidence that the safest and healthiest workforce develops only in an at-
mosphere where leadership and management is fully engaged in the wellbeing of its employees, where 
the environment is hazard-free and supportive, and where company policies and programs encourage 
healthier choices--simply put, where the total health of the worker, in the broadest possible sense, is op-
timized. Finally, participants will be provided with credible resources for further action from NIOSH, CDC 
and other credible sources.  
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NSSGA's Approach to Workplace Safety and Health  
Joseph Casper, National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association 
Abstract: This presentation will address best practices that NSSGA shares 
to improve safety and health performance. This also includes an overview of 
key items NSSGA emphasizes in the efforts to make sure that regulation is 
rooted in common sense regulation, versus that which can actually impede 
efforts to effectively manage for safety. 

Rail Safety, What’s The Big Deal?  
Jon Branton, Road and Rail Services 
Topic: Primary causes of injuries & incidents in facilities. Life enhancing 
best practices that ensures everyone’s safety. Jon Branton is a veteran of 
the railroad industry with over 35 years of service in various operating and 
training capacities. He presently holds the title of General Manger with Road 
& Rail Services, an award winning logistics company based in Louisville, 
Kentucky with sites that span across 18 states. From railroad expertise to 
industry knowledge, Jon’s passion throughout the years has primarily been 
focus in developing individuals to practice safe work habits to ensure they 
go home safely to their families every day. Jon holds a B.S. degree from 
Trevecca nazarene University, is married to Jill and resides in Lexington, 
KY. 

Electrical Safety/Arc Flashes Demo - Mike Pruitt with MSHA SE District 
Mike Pruitt provides a table top demonstration to depict how electrical hazards can be con-
trolled. 
Bio: Mike Pruitt started working in the coal industry in Pikeville, KY in 1977 after graduating High 
School. He started out as a spad man, working with a survey company, setting spads in various 
coal mines. He later landed a job in a small coal mine as a shot fire. He learned to run all of the 
equipment in the first year at the mine. That mine closed so he went to work for Scotts Branch 
Mine. He held various positions at this mine until it closed in 1999. Later that year, Mike went to 
work for MSHA as a CMI Underground and Surface Coal Inspector. He stayed in that role for 6 
years and then took the a job as the EFS Electrical Training Specialist. He holds an Electrical 
Training Certification and administers the Mobile Mine Electrical Training Laboratory which trav-
els to mine sites to raise electrical safety awareness. He covers NFPA 70E Arch Flash training, 
Grounding 3 Point Fall of Potential, Welding Demo, High Voltage demo, and offers panel exam-
ples with buckets and breakers, etc. to teach miners what violations to look for at their mines. 
He has taken this trailer as far west as California, as far east as Virginia Beach, as far south as 
Miami, and as far north as Maine. 
 

Two Layers and an IT Guy Walk Into a Bar 
Mark Savit, Husch Blackwell Energy & Natural Resources Group 
This presentation is a data driven approach to compliance and Safety. We all 
collect a lot more data than we use.  This presentation is about using that 
data to provide analytical approaches MSHA enforcement.  The goal is to 
minimize both the number of citations received and the penalties for those 
citations.  The same approaches can be used in the safety arena.  We are 
now at a point where we can predict when miners are most likely be fatigued, 
impaired or distracted.  The presentation will also address those methods. 
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Key Note Speaker - Kristen Hadeed 
Presentation - How I Found Meaning in Cleaning Toilets 
How do you build a culture so strong that its CEO needs to encourage people to leave? How do 
you get people to commit to an organization—especially if scrubbing toilets and mopping floors 
is in the job description? 

Kristen Hadeed built a cleaning business, Student Maid, that college 
students now clamor to join. But when she started the company as a 
student herself in 2009, she had absolutely zero leadership experience 
and had no idea how to keep people engaged in such unglamorous 
work.  

Today Student Maid is thriving, but it wasn’t always that way: When 
75% of her team quit at the same time, Kristen realized she would 
have to do more than provide people with paychecks if she wanted 
her business to survive. With the odds stacked against her—the clean-
ing industry has an average turnover of 200% and Student Maid’s work-
force is mainly comprised of millennials, a generation notorious for 
jumping from job to job—she had to give her employees a reason to 
come to work that had nothing to do with the work itself. And so she 
built a company where employees feel trusted, empowered and val-
ued. 

Through ups and downs and a string of adventures and missteps, Kristen learned that leader-
ship comes with an enormous responsibility to invest in people before anything else. She cre-
ated an environment that empowered her student-only workforce with tools and skills that 
would help them long after they left Student Maid, and when she did that, her business be-
came so much more than a cleaning company. It also became a place people didn’t want to 
leave. 

In this talk, Kristen pairs the exciting story of founding her company with the lessons she has 
learned about leadership, culture, and engaging the next generation along the way. Her story 
will show you that any business, in any industry, no matter its unique challenges, its financial 
resources, or its stage of growth, can create a culture that earns the same results. 
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The Connected Quarry,  
Tony Gianni, Trimble Loadrite 
Brief description: Operating a quarry as efficiently as possible, for most  
managers, is part of their day to day job. Efficiency is a huge responsibility as it 
helps determine profitability of their plants. However, in today’s world, this  
important task is accompanied by many other responsibilities, thus not allowing 
enough time to be devoted to making certain the plant is running at its optimum 
performance. Don’t let that be the case for your plant. It’s time to leverage and  
implement the same technology that surrounds us in our day to day world into the 
Aggregate Industry. A “Connected Quarry” will help ensure your plant is running at 
peak efficiency all while spending less time in doing so.  

On board weighing equipment, such as Pit and Yard Loader Scales, Haul Truck 
Monitoring Systems, Conveyor Belt Scales, and a cloud based management soft-
ware that ties machine performance, production, cycle times, down time, and effi-
ciency into one easily accessible platform is the solution to managing operations, expenses, and 
inventory control which creates the “Connected Quarry.” This presentation will review the latest 
technology and how it can be used to improve all things production related, such as, operational 
efficiency through detailed analysis of autonomous haul cycle reporting, conveyor performance, 
availability, and downtime reporting, and live-time inventory levels of all products.  

After completing this session, the participants will be able to walk out of there knowing about 
some of the available technology that is in the Aggregate Industry today and what exactly a 
“Connected Quarry” truly is. The goal is for the participants to realize that quarrying is not a 
“Flintstone-ian” industry anymore and technology is available to help improve their operations 
which will ultimately allow managers to focus their attention on the many other responsibilities 
required of them throughout their busy work days.  

The connected quarry short video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbZGB8eQv74&feature=youtu.be 

“Safety & Drones - Today & Tomorrow”  
Garrett Martinez, Business Development Manager (FAA licensed sUAS pilot) - Kespry Inc. 

Description: The drone marketplace is changing every 6-12 months as  
technology rapidly evolves. Construction aggregate operations of every size 
and scope across the globe are investing in and implementing them at-scale. 
Most common ROIs stem from (1) inventory/financial management (2) mine 
engineering and (3) job site safety. In this seminar, we will analyze how  
automated drones enhance safety measures today and where our industry 
will further benefit in the near future. 

Learning objectives: After completing this session, participants will be able 
to: 
-Identify the plethora of use cases drones for site surveying allow for 
-Identify the safety concerns of site surveying and how drones help solve 
those concerns 
-Differentiate the types of drones on the market and understand what market each of them 
serves 
-Understand how a drone solution might fit into their company’s daily operations 
-Understand certifications needed to legally (per FAA) fly commercial drones on their site/s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbZGB8eQv74&feature=youtu.be
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When Drones Attack:   The Good, the Bad, and the Mysterious 
Brad Oakley - Jackson Kelly 
The use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (“UAS”) has spread from military to 
commercial and government implementations in a variety of sectors leading to 
legal questions concerning Federal Aviation Regulations, Privacy Rights, and  
Airspace Property Rights. Moreover, the long-anticipated” Small UAS Rule (Part 
107) which became effective on August 29, 2016, provides requirements for  
operating drones weighing less than 55 pounds and relaxes some of the  
requirements of the former Section 333 exemptions. If and when government 
regulators attempt to use drones for inspection and investigation purposes,  
however, these questions become problems and expand to include Fourth 
Amendment and inspection participation rights.  Certain agencies like EPA have 
used them already to monitor air quality under specific circumstances. After  
completing this session, the participants will have a greater understanding how 
drones are regulated, used, and what issues are likely to arise if used in  
governmental compliance and investigation contexts. 

Drilling & Blasting Efficiencies - Tom Borer, Atlas Copco 
Abstract: In this presentation, Tom will focus on technology and where the indus-
try is heading. He will also focus on the cost of drilling and what performance 
means.  

Protecting Yourself from Liability – Before, During, & After the Shot:  
Jeff Taylor, Sauls Seismic,  
Ralph Burnham & Kelly Ratliff; Montgomery, Rennie & Jonson  
The presentation provides a summary of the legal standard that governs  
blasting operations in Kentucky and liability for both the general contractor, 
mining and construction company, quarry operator, and subcontractors.   

Recent trends in claims and lawsuits are also discussed along with  
recommendations for best management practices to establish daily protocols 
and standard operating procedures that improve risk management and liability 
protection in blasting operations.   

Additionally, the presentation provides a pro-active approach for blasters,  
operators, and owners to follow when responding to complaints and to prevent 
regulatory issues and frivolous law suits.  The presenters incorporate specific 
examples of actual claims and  
lawsuits into the presentation that involve allegations of 
property damage, personal injury, and fly rock claims 
and discuss positive and negative factors that impacted 
each case.   

Lastly, new methods and technologies are discussed 
that are available to improve safety and blast  
optimization for blasting operations. 
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Distracted Mining – It’s Not Just a Problem on the Highways - Andy Willis, ECSI 
 Abstract:  This presentation delves into the problem of accidents which are a result 
of human error, most often occurring as a result of a worker not paying attention to 
his or her actions, surroundings, or the actions of others.  As equipment becomes 
more autonomous and workers are bombarded by outside stimuli, vigilance must 
be exercised to avoid falling prey to distractions which greatly increase the poten-
tial for accidents.  
  
After completing this session, the participant will be able to better recognize the 
common sources of distractions and to better understand the implications of suc-
cumbing to said distractions.  The participant will also gain insight into ways of miti-
gating the effects of endlessly incoming stimuli which adversely affect safety. 

 

Synthetic Screen Media 101, Louis Ondrias, Tema Isenmann 
A presentation on the various applications for the various typed of synthetic 
screen media.  Subjects will include the various applications for synthetic screen 
media including wear, blinding, plugging and load and recommended types of 
media for each.  The different durometers of synthetic screen media and their 
uses will also be discussed.  Screening tips and advice on the maintenance and 
care of screen media will also be covered. 

Lubricants in Crushing and Screening Equipment 
Rob Meldrum, Senior Lubrication Engineer, ExxonMobil and David Jasper, 
Whayne Supply Co. 
A presentation will be presented on the following topics: 

Benefits of Synthetics (savings buckets) – brief benefits up front, highlight  
throughout the discussion - Safety – Employee Exposure, Component Life,  
Lubricant Life, Revenue – equipment availability, Lube product consolidation, Weigh 
all against a basic 2-3x up front material cost / 2 or 3:1 break even. 

Types of Synthetic Lubricants & Advantages over Conventional Oils - Define  
“synthetics” and highlight basic types (oil and grease), Temperature  
Viscosity – include graphs, Oxidation Stability – oil life data 

Applications for Screens, Speed Reducers, Crushing Equipment, Mobile  
Equipment (not in scope of presentation but fundamentals apply) 

Synthetic Field Trial and Conversion Guidance – keys at local level /  
quarry - Temperature Trends, Used Oil Analysis Trends, Contamination Control 
Considerations 

Case Studies / Examples of Synthetic Lubricant Savings - OEM Guidance, Oil 
System Piping / flows, Gear & Bearing Life Improvement, Seals


