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AFGC 2018 Workshop Highlight

Workshop: Clover Management in the 21st Century
Sponsored by Dow AgroSciences.  Managing clover stands in 
pastures and hay fields is an important part of developing and 
maintaining a healthy and productive forage base.  However, the 
presence of clover isn’t always an indication of a healthy forage 
system.  The focus of this symposium will be on understanding 
when clover is benefiting a forage system and when it isn’t, as well 
as learning about the tools that will be available in the 21stCentury 
to aid in clover management.  

Workshop: Workshop:  Taking the Guesswork of Horse Pasture 
Management--Coordinated by Krishona Martinson, University 
of Minnesota.  It’s no secret that horse owners tend to struggle with 
pasture management and that horses are selective and aggressive 
grazers.  However, is it possible to develop a fool-proof horse 
grazing system?  This workshop will focus on research-based 
methods and expert tips to help take the guesswork out of horse 
pasture management. 

Workshop: Fescue Toxicosis in Grazing Livestock:  Impacts and 
Solutions--Coordinated by Glen Aiken, USDA-ARS. Presentations 
at a workshop on fescue toxicosis in grazing livestock will discuss 
impacts and solutions to enhancing livestock performance and 
well-being on toxic endophyte-infected tall fescue.  The major 
emphasis will be placed on presenting effects of ergot alkaloids on 
animal physiology and to summarize options in either alleviating or 
mitigating fescue toxicosis.

Workshop: Opportunities for Grassland Agriculture: Thinking 
Outside the Box-- Coordinated by Greg Halich, University of 
Kentucky. Commodity markets tend to reduce profits to minimal 
levels.  These grassland farmers have found ways to gain a competitive 
advantage by either finding new markets or significantly reducing 
costs through innovative production practices.  In addition to these 
farmers’ innovative stories, the moderator will put these markets/
production practices in perspective by showing their effect on 
profitability.

Workshop: Producing Quality Hay in a Humid Environment--
Coordinated by Dennis Hancock, University of Georgia. Drying 
hay in humid environments can be challenging. Many techniques 
and new equipment options have been developed to dry hay faster. 
This workshop will present the science behind some of the best 
management strategies to conserve forage as hay when a humid 
environment makes this challenging.

Workshop: New Technology in Grassland Agriculture--
Coordinated by John Andrae, Clemson University. This workshop 
will give an overview of recently developed technology applications 
for forage crop management. We will review sensor technology 
for monitoring plant production, forage quality, and health from 
drones or UTVs;  yield mapping technology for harvested forages 
with future applications in variable rate fertilization; and technology 
applicable to monitoring and controlling grazing animals.
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