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The COVID pandemic has amplified our awareness of how changes in our external 
environment can significantly impact our profession. Prior to the pandemic, the oral 
health care profession was undergoing changes on several fronts including 
development of alternative patient care delivery and practice models, integration with 
our primary care system, expanding scope of practice, advances in clinical technology, 
shifting patient demographics, and shifting reimbursement systems. In the short-term, 
the COVID pandemic has accelerated many of these shifts in the dental profession. 
This session will explore this shifting external environment and discuss opportunities for 
levering these changes to improve our profession and the health of our patients and 
communities.  
 
Learning Objectives: 
 

• Identify ongoing shifts in the dental profession and how the COVID pandemic has 
impacted the rate of change in dental practice and dental education. 

• Discuss strategies for levering these changes for improvements in the oral health 
of our patients, and the overall health of our patients and communities. 

• Discuss potential professional growth opportunities for dental consultants in this 
evolving landscape. 

 
Biography 
 
Robert Trombly, DDS, JD, is professor and dean at A.T. Still University Arizona School of 
Dentistry & Oral Health (ATSU-ASDOH), an innovative mission-driven dental school committed 
to improving access to oral care for vulnerable communities. He earned his DDS from the 
University of Michigan School of Dentistry and his JD from the University of Denver School of 
Law. Initially combining his private general dental practice with a part-time faculty position at the 
University of Colorado School of Dentistry, he shifted his focus to a career in dental education 
over the last 35 years.   
Prior to joining ATSU-ASDOH, Dr. Trombly served in several faculty and administrative roles at 
dental schools including associate dean for academic administration at the University of Detroit 
Mercy, executive associate dean at Western University of Health Sciences, associate dean for 
clinic administration, and associate dean for community affairs and curriculum, both at the 
University of Colorado. Dr. Trombly’s background as both a dentist and attorney provide him a 
unique perspective on the dental profession, dental education, and our health care system. 


