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Agenda

1. Program Overview

2. Official Entry Portal for Colorado
3.Changes For 2026

4. Telling Your Project’s Story

5. Questions & Answers
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Program Overview
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2026
ACEC ENGINEERING

EXCELLENCE AWARDS CALL FOR ENTRIES
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-
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American Council of Engineering Companies’ (ACEC) annual Engineering
Excellence Awards (EEA) competition recognizes engineering firms for projects

that demonstrate an exceptional degree of innovation, complexity,
achievement and value.


https://www.acec.org/awards/engineering-excellence-awards/

Submissions

Projects qualified by ACEC Colorado are eligible to participate in
the ACEC National awards competition.

Colorado consulting engineering or land surveying firm

Member and non-member firms are eligible

Engineering or surveying projects that have won awards in other
ACEC state programs are welcome if entered for a different
engineering service (to qualify for the National competition)

ACEC National and ACEC Colorado encourage joint-award
submissions when multiple firms collaborate on the ACEC

same project l E I I:A 11\
ARug\
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Project Eligibility

* Project executed anywhere in the world with at least 50 percent of
work completed by the entering firm’s Colorado office

* Between Sept. 1, 2023 through Sept. 15, 2025, project must be:
* Substantially completed and ready for use (built projects)

* Publicly disclosed by the client (research/studies or
survey/mapping projects)

* Client approval of entry ACEC

EEA 24\
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Project Entry
Step 1: Register Your EEA Project Online through ACEC Colorado

* Each project requires registration and payment of entry fee

* Entry fee is non-refundable, regardless of whether project material
Is ultimately is submitted/uploaded to portal.

* Today’s workshop attendees receive $100 entry discount

* Limit one discount per project registration
* Valid for only on ACEC Colorado-member firm project entries
* Priority code will be sent after today’s workshop ACEC

EEA 24\
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ACEC Colorado 2026 Project Registration Fees

$749 $1,449
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Official Electronic Entry

Colorado
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Awards Submittal Portal

Following your ACEC
Colorado project registration,
you will receive a
confirmation email notifying
you that the Colorado
Submittal Portal will openin
early July.

You will receive further
instructions and a link as
soon as the portal opens.

NOTE: if you have not
received this link by July 15,
send an email to

meetings@acec-co.org

ACEC's Engineering Excellence Awards (EEA)

ACEC EEA 2024 Colorado

The ACEC Colorado Engineering Excellence Awards (EEA) program :
firms for projects that demonstrate an exceptional degree of innovation, ¢
more than 50 years, Colorado firms have entered their most innovative pi
Although the ACEC Colorado EEA program generally follows entry guide
EEA program, ACEC Colorado rules are different. Therefore, please revie
thoroughly. For more information, click here.

There are no projects currently associated with this email address. Click |

Add New Entry

Project Instructions:

Step 1: Complete the application. When you have filled in all fields, «
the application and click to Finish and Save.

Step 2: Download PDF. Click the red icon to download the applicatior
Colorado. NOTE: additional information (i.e., "optional” items for Color:
to National competition.

ACEC's Engineenng Excellence Awards (EEA)

B ACEC
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Deliverables

The ACEC Colorado Engineering Excellence Awards (EEA) program annually recognizes consulting engineering
firms for projects that demonstrate an exceptional degree of innovation, complexity, achievement and value. For
more than 50 years, Colorado firms have entered their most innovative projects and studies into this competition.
Although the ACEC Colorado EEA program generally follows entry guidelines established for the ACEC National
EEA program, ACEC Colorado rules are different. Therefore, please review ACEC Colorado Official Rules,
thoroughly. For more information, click here.

Fields marked with * are required when submitting the application.

* 1. Signed Official « Form should be signed by .
Entry Form both the entrant and the

clientfowner (senior
executive/officials).

Accepted file format is PDF.

Accepted file format is PDF. .
One page only.

* 2. Executive
Summary

* 3. Project Description o Accepted file format is PDF. .
Up to three pages.

* 4, Six Photos or = Accepted file formats are JPE, .
Graphics JPG or JPEG =
e Upload six files. .

Step 3: Obtain required signatures on the Official Entry Form. Colorado permits use of certified digital
signatures; however, ACEC National requires wet signatures for entries advancing to that competition.

Step 4: Upload files. Click the green icon to upload the signed Official Entry Form and other required uploads.


mailto:meetings@acec-co.org?subject=ACEC%20Colorado%20EEA%20Awards
mailto:meetings@acec-co.org?subject=ACEC%20Colorado%20EEA%20Awards
mailto:meetings@acec-co.org?subject=ACEC%20Colorado%20EEA%20Awards

Electronic Project Submission Form

* The firm name may not exceed 80 characters.
* Complete all required sections in the form.

* Original completed entry form must be signed by both the entrant
and the client/owner (senior executives/officials)

e State that the submitted project was substantially completed and
ready for use from Sept. 1, 2023, and Sept. 15, 2025.

* Electronic signatures are accepted.
.o
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Client /Owner Letter

* Letter addressed to “American Council of Engineering
Companies”

* Describe relationship of the client/owner and entrant in the
development of the project

* Confirm that the project is ready to use

* Acknowledge how the entrant’s contribution exceeded the
client/owner’s needs.

* The letter must be signed by the project’s client. ACEC
* One page (max), PDF format. EEA-‘E\
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Executive Summary

* One page (max), PDF format

* 8.5”x 11” page with 1” side margins

* Single-spaced text us 12 pt. minimum size font

* Project title and entry category must appear at the top of the page.
* Overview of project

* Describe the problem and solution
L
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Project Description

* Six pages (max), PDF format. 8.5” x 11” with 1” side margins
* Single-spaced text; 12 pt. minimum size font; PDF format.

* Project title, entry category, and page number must appear at the
top of each page

* Entrants may use text, photos, graphics, or charts as needed.

e Text mustinclude:

1. Role of entrant’s firmin the project

2. Role of other consultants participating in the project

3. Entrant’s contribution to the project ACEC
A s

Budget Information E I 1A\
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Changes for 2026
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NEW for Colorado! PowerPoint Presentation

* PPT or PPTX File with eight (8) slides

* One title slide with ACEC Colorado EEA new logo, firm name,
project name, project location, city and state, followed by:

* Six slides with photos and captions for each
(no text on photos)

* One slide that contains the photographic display panel.
* Do not include sound, transition effects, animations
* This presentation will be used by the judges as ~ ACEC

part of their evaluation. \\!
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NEW for Colorado! No Printing of Project Board

In lieu of 30”x30” printed project board, each firm will
submit only a digital display file for each project entered.

* High-resolution images (300dpi) for showing on large
screens and digital monitors

* Maximum of six photos, 7”x5” minimum or 35 sq. in.
* Text limited to 250 words, 32 pt. minimum font

* Title, location of project, client/owner, firm name
and location ACEC

* Colorado EEA logo

- Entering firm(s) logo(s) EEA-i'i'\
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Digital Display / Project Board Examples

_ACEC

BOULDER COMMUNITY HOSPITAL EEA;m‘é'KL&A 49«?

DECONSTRUCT|ON nND Client:Citvof:g:}::::gg
ST E E L R E U S E - jrssmmsrzmej b Entering Firm: KL&A Engineers &

:.l Builders, Golden, CO
g

On Site Salvaged Steel Flow
= Innovative documentation
process that included both a
digital and physical inventory
of the salvaged steel.

Innovative Applications of New
Techniques

KL&A created several new =
engineering documents and

processes for the recovery and | I =
documentation of structural steel BRI E 2 ";“‘ Cut Sheet — zebw
5 iocument created by

to manage the deconstruction, KL&A that includes general
stockpiling and reuse of structural conditions of the steel and

steel for the project. observed geometry, material
testing details, and photos.

1ST PROJECT IN NORTH AMERICA TO DOCUMENT AND REUSE STEEL FOR
STRUCTURAL USE IN A NEW CONSTRUCTION, COMMERCIAL PROJECT AT THIS SCALE

1ST MAJOR COMMERCIAL BUILDING (250,000 SF) TO BE COMPLETELY DECONSTRUCTED
WITH 161 TONS OF RECOVERED STEEL FROM THE HOSPITAL AVAILABLE TO REUSE.

1ST STRUCTURAL STEEL STOCKPILE IN NORTH AMERICA AT THIS SCALE,

WITH 584 STRUCTURAL STEEL PIECES AVAILABLE FOR REUSE FOR e

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. STEEL S
RECOVERY & REUSE

Complexity Steel R &
The fact that salvaged steel from a deconstructed commercial project had never been reused before at i " R‘::se :]5:;\:&_7““

this scale in North America, added to the complexity and resulting ingenuity for the project. i p helped to market
KL&A led an iterative process with the project team to consider this complex problem from the 2 ) | and manage the

vantage point of the end-user — a structural design engineering firm — and also gain a better z / Sw“r"';‘;‘i‘nﬁ{,:f‘ﬂ'
understanding of deconstructability and efficient on-site processes by the contractor. - moving the steel

Economic & Sustainable Developments as needed, and
coordinating with

By reusing the existing structural steel from the hospital for structural use in the new fire station, the ~% new construction
circular economy keeps materials within the City of Boulder and helps create new job opportunities to 3 \ design teams.
facilitate continued deconstruction and reuse efforts. :

300 PIECES ARE AVAILABLE: Fon
This salvaged steel stockpile is estimated to save 167,338 kgCO:eq of embodied carbon, which equates B R o
to a carbon emissions savings of running 37 gasoline-powered cars on the road for twelve months.

2 7 ~ L = SRR p
BCH Deconstruction Site — 15t major commercial On Site Steel Stocl — st structural steel stockpile . o
building (250,000 SF) to be completely deconstructed in North America at this scale, with 584 structural Fire Station 3 - There were no reported differences in
with 161 tons of recovered steel from the hospital steel pieces available for reuse for commercial and fabrication or installation costs and schedules, and the
available to reuse. residential construction projects. steel was procured at zero cost to Fire Station 3.

US 40 & FLOYD HILL ROUNDABOUTS

Location: Evergreen, CO Client: CDOT Region 1 Entrant: Stolfus & Associa

ines the .
bt Community
Enhancements

Corridor Cyclist
Aesthetics Safety

Y 7 The project prioritized blending the roundabouts with
Corridor Aesthetics | the natural surroundings, to meet I-70 Mountain Corridor
aesthetic guidelines. Specialized construction techniques
included sculpted shotcrete for the soil nail walls and blending the walls into the nearby
exposed rock slope. Stamped concrete complemented the walls while offering a low-
maintenance and sustainable median cover solution.

Through extensive community engagement using the
Context-Sensitive Solutions (CSS) process, the project

team incorporated public feedback into the design. The
local community and traveling public now benefit from a safe, efficient intersection for

years to come.

o Shared lane bike chevrons along with clear bike
Cyclist Safety signing were outcomes of the CSS process, promoting
safety for cyclists frequenting the area. These

techniques enhance visibility for cyclists by guiding them through the roundabout in a
clear, designated path, and help reinforce the correct positioning of cyclists, reducing
the likelihood of collisions with vehicles. They encourage both drivers and cyclists to
navigate the roundabout with predictable movements, ultimately fostering a safer and
more efficient shared roadway environment.

-
US 40 and

Bike Sign.

Inc. {Greenwood Village, CO)

Homestead Roundabout

age on Homestead




Timeline

* Project Registration | June 20 through Aug. 1, 2025

* Submittal of Required Materials to Portal | Aug. 8, 2025

* Video Interviews of Project Manager(s)/Principal(s) | September
* Judging | September

* EEA Awards Luncheon & Announcement of Winners

* Friday, Nov. 14, 2025 ACEC

of Colorad A
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Judging

Entries will be judged based on:
* Overall engineering excellence

* The work performed by the submitting firm only
* The rating guidelines listed

Judges:

* Volunteer leaders from allied membership organizations

* Leadersinthe public and private sector
* University Staff ACEC

e Members of the Media EEA--“\
“
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Colorado

Award
Descriptions

Outstanding Graphics Award - best project board graphics

Merit Award - extraordinary engineering solutions

Honor Award - outstanding engineering solutions

Excellence Award - innovative engineering solutions

Grand Conceptor Award - entry with highest overall score

Colorado People’s Choice Award - public viewing
and voting via social media channels




Steps to Entering & Deadlines

* Submit Project Registration by Aug. 1, 2025

* Submit required materials no later than Aug. 8, 2025
o Electronic Project Submission Form
o Signed Client Permission Form
o Executive Summary (no photos allowed)
o Project Description (photos and graphics allowed)
o Photographic Digital Display

o PowerPoint Presentation with eight slides

"o

EEA 24\
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Telling Your Project’s Story
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Best Practices to Prepare to Submit

* Kick-off meeting with your project team and partners/clients
* ldentify subject matter experts on project
* Resources needed

* Single point of contact

* Treatyour award submittal like a proposal
* Media attention

* Award can win your firm more work

.

EEA 24\
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Tips for Writing Project Description

* Describe in easy-to-understand (non-technical) terms

* Why project is worthy of special recognition (word count
between 100-500 words)

 Explain all factors that exhibit the project’s uniqueness and
complexity, such as innovative engineering, challenges
faced and overall social impact

* Referenced for EEA publicity

~ ACEC

EEA 24\
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Entrant’s Contribution to the Project

A brief description of the entrant’s contribution addressing each of
the rating guidelines

Uniqueness and/or innovative application of new/existing techniques
Future value to the engineering profession and enhanced public
awareness/enthusiasm of the role of engineering

Social, economic, and sustainable development considerations
Complexity

Successful fulfillment of client/owner needs
ACEC

EEA 24\
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How to Select & Prepare Photography

* Take images along entirety of project
* High-resolution images

* Drone photos

* |Image usage & copyrights

Schedule time for a shoot
ACEC

EEA 24\
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Return on Investment

* Personalized EEA award for display
 Targeted social media campaign
Notable local press coverage

* Colorado Real Estate Journal EEA Section

* Colorado Public Works Journal EEA Section
* Professional YouTube video production
* Retainment and recruitment benefits

AMERICAN CounCIL OF ENGINEERING COMPANIES
! do

EEA A\
Amugy
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https://etypeproductionstorage1.blob.core.windows.net/$web/Production_Prod/Jobs/702/2024-12-13/435995/FlippingBook/Colorado-Real-Estate-Journal_435995/58/index.html
https://etypeproductionstorage1.blob.core.windows.net/$web/Production_Prod/Jobs/702/2024-12-13/435995/FlippingBook/Colorado-Real-Estate-Journal_435995/58/index.html
https://etypeproductionstorage1.blob.core.windows.net/$web/Production_Prod/Jobs/702/2024-12-13/435995/FlippingBook/Colorado-Real-Estate-Journal_435995/58/index.html
https://coloradopublicworksjournal.com/57-winter-2025/19/
https://coloradopublicworksjournal.com/57-winter-2025/19/
https://coloradopublicworksjournal.com/57-winter-2025/19/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC0dy0dE6UdbeOW5a7bTPXUzQ7diczhoc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC0dy0dE6UdbeOW5a7bTPXUzQ7diczhoc
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Colorado-Real-Estate-Journal_435995 pages: /75

m- ACEC

COLORADO

REAL ESTATE
JOURNAL EEA--,.

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AW wod an A do's Youlube < o bitly/acec-co-eea2Svideos
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| horo couesy of KIAA Enginsess & Buddon

Consuining Engineer: /-
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c.-umg b.m..r

Cllent/Owner:

Consulting Engineer: /.«

ot-;;;o--:: x

Cotegory:

“"‘"“‘0"""‘"' g Videos about each project can be on viewed on the
o--n/o-n o Fort ACEC Colorado Channel on YouTube with this QR
Category: -y code o visithitp://bit.ly/acec-co-eea25videos
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BOULDER mMMuNITY HOSPITAL DECONS'RUC“O“ & STEEL REUSE
Boulder

Consuliing Engineer: KL&A, Enginears & Builders | Client: City of Boulder | Cotegory: Studies, Rasearch and Consuiting Engineannd

COLORADO CONVEN‘"ON MONTGOMERY WHITEWATER PARK UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON POWER
CENTER EXPANSION - BUILDING/ Montgomen; Al PLANT UPGRADE
1ECH“°|-°GV SYSTEMS Consulting Engineer: Calibra Engineering Secttie, WA
Denver, CO Client: Montgomery County Commurity Consulling Eagineer: Starley Consuitants
Consulting Engineer: ME Enginears Coaperctive Distnet Client: University of Washingron
Client: City & Cduum\,' of Derwer Category® speciol Projects Category: Energy
% i /5
Caregory: Budng/ecmaloS1 ST NORTH 125 SEGMENT 6 USAFA HOSMER VISITOR CENTER
Berthoud, CO Colorado Springs: cO
Conswlting Engineer: Muller Enginaend Company Consulting Engineer: = RMH Group
Clieat: Colorado Department of Transperation— Client: Fentress Architects
Region 4 Category*: Buidi r\gﬂechnalugy Systems

Category: 1100sP%! rotion

30TH AND COLORADO COLORADO STATE FO! RGAN WASTEWATER UTE WATER WTP PRE-
PROTECT ED |NTEIL'IECT|0N UNE RSITY SPUR CAMPUS EXPANS‘ON aD SCANNING SED|MEN1'A“°N RESERVOIR
AND UNDERPASS HYDRO BUILDING AND MODELING Palisade, CO
Boulder, co Denves, cO Fort Morgan, cO Consulting E ineer: Providence
Consulting Engineer: Ctal, Inc. Consulting Engineer: Cator, Ruma &  Consulting Engineer: |rirastructure onsultants
Client: Associaies Mamck & Company Client: Ute Woter
City of Boulder Frarsperation Client: Celorade State University Chent: City of Fert Moraa™ cO Consanvancy Distict

Category: Building/ Category: Surey rgfMappind Category: Water Resource
coronane COMULT " Techreloay SIS Tedhmelogy
STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS DENVER POPULUS HOTEL PUB RW 8R-26L AND
Denver, €O ) Denver, CO TAXIWAYS REHABILITATION
Consulting Engineer: Martio/ Cansulting Engineer: Kirmley-Horn pueblo, CC
Martin, Inc. ard Associoted Consulting Engineer Dibble
Client: TVS Design Client: Urban Villoges: Ine. Client: City of Pueblo

Category: Structural Systems Category: Speol Projeds Category: Transportation

CONNEC‘"NG AURARIA HIGH LINE CANAL TRAIL - NEST56 AT DENARGO US 40 8 FLOYD HILL
Denver, CO THE MISSING LINK MARKET ROUNDABOUTS
Consulting Engineer: Auvrorg, CO Denver, CO Evergreen, [ae]
Wilson & Company inc., Consulting Engineer: Consulling Engineer Consulting Engineer:
Engineers & Archifects Stonlay Consultants CTL| Thompsony \nc. Siolfus & Associates
Client: Ciiy & County of Denver Client: City of Burord Chient: Rivat Developmert Partners Client: Colorade Departmert of
Cotegory: Tronsportaticn Category: gpecal Projects WL & Pennrose [iie l Tearsperiation
Category: Erwironmento Category: Trons dation
EPIC CAMPUS LORETTO HEIGHTS oo gory: 1
TIANSFORMA“ON Denver, CO SOUTH BROADWAY WATSON AVENUE
Littleton, CO Consuliing Engineer: MULTIMODAL ROUNDABOUT
Consulting Engineer: AE Design Harris Kacher Smith |MPR°VEME TS Breckenridge, cO
Clieat: Liftleton Public Schoots Client: \Westside: lrvestment Partriers EEHVE{, Ccé p—— Eo\n;uhing Elwgg‘rrbeﬁr:
Category: Building/ . onsulting ngineer: KM ey-Horn elsburg Holt lavig
Tach,?c‘:\ggy sysleﬁ?s Category Spaaial Froiecs and Associates, Ine. Client: Town of Breckenridge
Client: City and County of Dervar Category: Trarsportation

Category: Transporiafion

NDING GRA
US 40 & FLOYD HiLL ROUNDABOUTS

Evergreen
Consulting Engineer: Stolfus & Associaies | Client: Colorade Depariment of Trarsportation | Category: Transportalion

ACEC
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2025 EEA Awards Luncheon

Friday, Nov. 14, 2025
Hyatt Regency Denver Tech Center




Questions?

o/(,ofomdo
meetings@acec-co.org
E E[ ‘& -I|\ 303.832.2200

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS Links & Information acec-co.org

ACEC

AMENIC OF ENCINEENING COMPANIE



mailto:meetings@acec-co.org?subject=ACEC%20Colorado%20EEA%20Awards
mailto:meetings@acec-co.org?subject=ACEC%20Colorado%20EEA%20Awards
mailto:meetings@acec-co.org?subject=ACEC%20Colorado%20EEA%20Awards
https://acec-co.org/
https://acec-co.org/
https://acec-co.org/
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