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C I V I L W A R F I L M P R O J E C T

I N T E R V I E W W I T H C . V A N N W O O D W A R D

T w o . O n e w a s n a m e d J o h n n y R e b a n d t h e o t h e r w a s n a m e d B i l l y
Y a n k . T h a t ' s , o f c o u r s e , a n a b s t r a c t i o n , b u t i t m e a n s t h e
c o m m o n s o l d i e r . A n d h e i s n e g l e c t e d a n d n e e d s b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

H o w t h e y a r e p e c u l i a r t o t h i s w a r a n d t h e y a r e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t
f r o m t h e s o l d i e r s o f o u r 2 0 t h c e n t u r y w a r s . T h e y w e r e a g o o d
d e a l m o r e u n d i s c i p l i n e d , e s p e c i a l l y t h e S o u t h e r n e r s . T h e y c o u l d
b e q u i t e u n d i s c i p l i n e d , i n f a c t . T h e v e r y o r g a n i z a t i o n o f
f o r ces requ i red t he e lec t i on o f o f fice rs o f j un io r be low a _
r a n k a n d t h a t n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l i e d a n e q u a l i t a r i a n i s m t h a t i s
i n c o n c e i v a b l e i n m o d e r n w a r f a r e a n d i n m o s t w a r f a r e b e f o r e t h a t .

We l l , i f y o u h a v e t o m a k e a c h o i c e , y o u h a v e t o k n o w t h e n a t u r e
o f command and wha t i t s ob jec t s we re and how success fu l i t was ,
b u t t h e i n s t r u m e n t s o f c o m m a n d a r e t h e c o m m o n s o l d i e r a n d t h e
j u n i o r o f fi c e r s a n d i f t h o s e s o l d i e r s a r e g o i n g t o b e h a v e i n a n
e c c e n t r i c w a y , i t ' s w e l l t o k n o w a b o u t i t . A n d i t ' s i m p o r t a n t
f o r t h e c o m m a n d i n g o f fi c e r t o l e a r n h i s s o l d i e r s a n d t h e i r
p e c u l i a r i t i e s .

W h e r e w o u l d I l i k e t o b e i n p e r s p e c t i v e t o — i t ' s a h y p o t h e t i c a l
q u e s t i o n b u t t h e r e a r e m a n y p u z z l e s a n d m a n y c u r i o s i t i e s . I
w o u l d h a v e l i k e d t o b e l o o k i n g o n t h e i n s i d e o f G e n e r a l L e e ' s
mind when he was offered the command of the Union army and what
w e n t t h r o u g h h i s m i n d . A n d h o w q u i c k l y t h e q u e s t i o n w a s
a n s w e r e d , w h e t h e r i t h a d b e e n a n s w e r e d b e f o r e i t w a s a s k e d a n d
w h a t h e b a s e d h i s a n s w e r o n .

I wou ld have l i ked t o have been on t he i ns i de o f many m inds
and one o f t hem was L inco ln when he was f ac i ng t he comp lex i t i es
a n d s u b t l e t i e s o f t h e p e r i o d j u s t l e a d i n g t o t h e w a r . H o w m u c h
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w a s h e g o i n g t o t a k e f o r a c t i o n s w h i c h h e k n e w
w o u l d l e a d t o w a r a n d h i s d e c i s i o n s o f t h o s e . . . . W e l l , t h o s e
a r e t w o .

W e l l , m y i n t e r e s t s t e n d t o f o c u s o n t h e S o u t h e r n s i d e a n d I
t h i n k i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n t e r e s t i n g t o w a t c h J e f f e r s o n D a v i s i n
h i s d e c i s i o n s a b o u t F o r t S u m t e r a n d w h a t h e w a s g o i n g t o d o
a b o u t i t a n d w h y h e d i d w h a t h e d i d a n d w h e n h e d i d i t .

I wou ld l i ke to have been wa tch ing the h igh command deba te ove r
s t r a t e g y i n t h e S o u t h . S h a l l w e g o o n t h e o f f e n s i v e i n t h e
C o n f e d e r a c y ? S h a l l w e m a k e t h i s a s t r a t e g i c a l l y d e f e n s i v e w a r
e n t i r e l y ? T h e n t h e r e a r e k e y m o m e n t s o f b a t t l e s t h a t a r e
f a s c i n a t i n g . T h o s e a r e s o m e o f t h e m .
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