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Teaching Tips

In this set, students will listen to a talk show from KDNA radio titled Buenas Noches
that covers issues that directly impact the Latino community in the Yakima Valley.
Students might need to listen to the show more than once. Another suggestion is
to start listening to the assigned episode in class and then finish it for homework.

Background Information

Yakima Valley's first broadcast Spanish-language radio station, KREW, aired in
1950. Herminia Mendez, a local pioneer in Latino radio and media entertainment,
was the first broadcaster at the station. She started with a 15-minute show, which
later increased to an hour. Unfortunately, the program went off the air, but KDNA
(another Spanish-language station) began broadcasting in the Yakima Valley in
1979.This station, launched by the Northwest Communities Education Center and
still in operation today, broadcasts educational and informational programs crucial
for keeping the community up to date on topics that affect them and for
providing resources on how to overcome obstacles related to literacy, language,
poverty, health issues, and discrimination. KDNA was key to reviving the Chicana/o
Movement in the 1970s, and it continues to play a critical role in keeping the
community united and involved in social change.

Before engaging with this resource set, students are encouraged to explore the
following:

e The Spanish radio station(s) in your city and state
e The percentage of Spanish speakers in your city and state who might listen
to this(these) radio station(s)


https://americanarchive.org/primary_source_sets/yakima-valley
https://kdna.org/

e The social issues that Latinos encounter in your city (e.g., low-wage jobs,
housing)

e Besides radio, what other forms of communication or media does the
Latino community use to stay informed?

Essential Questions

What are the different topics discussed in the radio program? What actions do
these program episodes advise the Latino community to take in regard to the
topics discussed or in fighting against the injustices they may encounter? Does
the Latino community in the Yakima Valley continue to face these social injustices?

General Discussion Questions

1. What are the main topics addressed in each radio episode?

2. How does each topic impact the Latino community living in the Yakima
Valley?

3. What are the organizations and resources supporting the Latino
community in the Yakima Valley?

Classroom Activities

1. 1982: Immigration Protest and the Challenges of the Undocumented
Community March

Divide students into groups of three and ask them to listen from minute 1:47 to
14:06 of the episode titled “Protesta de Inmigracion y los desafios de la
comunidad indocumentada marcha de Sunnyside a Yakima:”
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-199-80ht7fxg. In this program,
students will learn about the march from Toppenish to Yakima to protest the
immigration raids. Each group must fill out the following details about the march:


https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-199-80ht7fxq

Details of the March

1.Purpose:

2. When:

3. Where:

4. Who participated:

5. Outcome;

6. Two chants used in the march and their meaning:

After completing the table, discuss the answers as a class and write the main ideas
for each number on the board. Then, as a class, discuss other protests and
marches throughout U.S. history and how they can bring light to different
injustices.

2. 1985: La educacion bilingue en el Valle de Yakima

In this radio episode, Ricardo Garcia interviews Camilo Pérez and Héctor Gonzalez
about the importance of bilingual education, its obstacles, and how crucial it is to
strengthen Spanish skills. Each student must listen to the entire episode
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_199-19f4gtkO and write whether
they agree or disagree with the statements made in the program. Students must
explain their answer:

a. Camilo stated: “Para la mayoria de nuestras familias latinas, no es realista
ensenarles espanol a sus hijos debido a las condiciones en las que viven, al
tipo de trabajo que tienen, ya que no hay ni tiempo ni oportunidad, ni son
los mas adecuados para ensefar el idioma en el desarrollo de lalecturay la
escritura. Hay mucho que pueden hacer los padres, y es muy importante
que participen y ayuden, pero tenemos que reconocer que las escuelas
tienen la mayor responsabilidad. Debemos hacer que cumplan con esa
responsabilidad y que se necesita un programa educativo tanto como en la
casa como en la escuela que nos ayude a desarrollar nuestro idioma.”

Do you agree with the above statement that both parents and education
are crucial for maintaining children’s Spanish literacy skills? Explain your
answer:



https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_199-19f4qtk0

b. Camilo also stated: “Hay muy pocos distritos donde se ensefa de verdad el
espanol en los primeros anos de la educacion bilingue. Hay muy pocos
maestros que tienen el entrenamiento para ensefiar educacion bilinglie y
muchos maestros que no son bilingles dependen de los asistentes,
quienes tampoco tienen el entrenamiento necesario para ayudar a los
estudiantes a aprender inglés. Desde el primer ano, los estudiantes no
reciben el apoyo que necesitan. Esto lleva a que los estudiantes no avancen
en su educacion y eventualmente decidan dejar la escuelay no se
graduen.”

Do you agree with the above statement that the lack of training in bilingual
education for teachers can hinder the students’ experience to the point
where those who did not learn English end up dropping out of school?
Explain your answer:

c. Camilo further stated:"Donde la comunidad latina tenga una fuerza politica,
donde se sienta y se respete como comunidad, ésta tiene mas
oportunidades para tener una buena educacion bilingue, como en San
Antonio y en Denver”

Do you agree with the above statement that a united community is more
powerful and can demand its right to have efficient bilingual education?
Explain your answer:

d. Camilo said:"Hay muchos chicanos, muchos que estan progresando y
econdomicamente son parte de la media clase y son oponentes de la
educacion bilingte. Como el educador Richard Rodriguez, quien se cambio
su nombre de Ricardo a Richard, incluso esto refleja su falta de consciencia
y falta de respeto a sus propios origenes. El escribié un libro oponiéndose a



la educacion bilinglie y otro libro titulado Hunger of Memory que es como
una autobiografia y él ha hecho todo lo que pueda en todo el pais para
oponerse a los derechos que tenemos en cuanto a la educacion bilingue,
oponerse a la accion afirmativa. Es un titere Util del sistema en contra de
nuestra propia comunidad, él dice que esta mejor después de haber
perdido su identidad, haber cambiado su nombre, haber desechado su
espanol a comparacion de la comunidad latina quien intenta conservar su
idioma y su cultura. El representa una fuerza bien negativa que lucha en
contra de los derechos de la comunidad latina. El argumento de Richard
Rodriguez en contra de la educacion bilingle es que este pais es un pais
angloparlante, dirigido por anglos y que por eso el precio de educarnos en
este pais tiene que ser la asimilacion.

“El Unico objetivo de la educacion deberia ser la asimilacion de la
comunidad latina. Los inmigrantes que llegaron antes de Europa en los
anos 1920 de Irlanda e Italia se han asimilado porque eran blancos porque
eran de culturas similares a los anglos. Sin embargo, es importante
reconocer que la cultura latina es diferente y ha sobrevivido muchos afios
de opresion, pero ha podido sobrevivir y seguira sobreviviendo porque hay
ese orgullo sobre la cultura latina.”

Do you agree with Richard Rodriguez's view that the role of educationis
to assimilate Latino children into Anglo culture, and that Latinos must
assimilate? Explain your answer:

e. ¢Qué pueden hacer los padres para luchar por la educacion bilingue para
sus hijos? Camilo answered: “Primero, es importante reconocer que los
ninos indocumentados tienen los mismos derechos que los nifos
documentados. Tienen los mismos derechos a la educacion. Los padres
deben motivar a sus hijos a continuar usando el espanol en casa, en la
comunidad y en la escuela. Los padres son los primeros maestros y les
ensenan a sus hijos sobre su identidad y su idioma. Sin embargo, hay



3.

padres que no se informan y permiten que sus hijos pierdan el espanol
porque en sus casas todo el tiempo hablan inglés, los programas que ven
en la television son en inglés y no hacen un esfuerzo para que sus hijos vean
programas en espanol. Esto lleva a que, cuando los latinos son jovenes, ya
no usen el espanol y no valoran este idioma. Los padres y la educacién son
responsables de que se pierda la culturay el idioma en las nuevas
generaciones de latinos.”

Do you agree with the statement above that what parents do can either
motivate their children to maintain their Spanish and culture or lead them
to assimilate to the Anglo culture and language? Explain your answer:

1991: Los jovenes hispanos entre dos culturas/ Hispanic youth living in two
cultures

Assign this radio program as homework to students:

https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-199-13zs/jvc. In this talk,

students will learn about the obstacles that the Latino youth in the Yakima
valley faced in 1991.

The program is divided into two topics:

The first topic [0:00 to 57:40]: Alejandro Tomas from Sunnyside and the radio
host discuss health issues such as HIV, AIDS, and the consequences of poor
decisions made by Latino youth.

In the second topic [1:03:10 to 1:52:33], the host talks about the self-esteem of
youth in the U.S. and the difficulties of living between two cultures, two
languages, two sets of cultural values, which she describes as a new form of
mestizaje (the mixing of two or more cultures).


https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-199-13zs7jvc

After listening to the talk, students must write a brief summary of ONE of the
topics (health issues or the experience of living between two cultures)
discussed in the talk and reflect on how the chosen topic is discussed now
compared to how it was addressed in the 1991 talk. Also, include the different
obstacles that the radio hosts encountered when discussing such topic:

Summary of ONE of the topics and the differences in how the topicis
discussed now compared to 1991:

4. 1996: Ninfa Bangumar Gutierrez, activista y pionera de los cambios
sociales en el Valle de Yakima

In this episode, Ricardo Garcia interviews Ninfa Bangumar Gutierrez, an
activist and pioneer of the social change that took place in the 1960s in the
Yakima Valley. Divide the students into four groups. Each group will need to
listen to the entire program and answer the assigned question(s):
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-199-58bg7h3f.
e Group One must answer: Who is Ninfa Bangumar?
e Group Two must answer: Why did she move to Washington? What did
she do for work?
e Group Three must answer: What were the different obstacles Ninfa
faced in the Yakima Valley?
e Group Four must answer: What did Ninfa do in the ‘60s and '70s to fight
against the social injustices the Latino community faced in the Yakima
Valley?



https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip-199-58bg7h3f

5. Final activity: In this set, you have explored the different issues the Latino
community has encountered in the Yakima Valley in the years 1982, 1985, 1991,
and 1996. The topics ranged from immigration issues, bilingual education,
health issues, and the impact of activism. KDNA, the radio station that was key
in informing and mobilizing the Latino community, is still on air today. In this last
activity, students must listen to a recent broadcast from the station
https:/kdna.org/events/ and write a brief summary of the issues that are
discussed. Then, students will share in class their summaries.

Summary



https://kdna.org/events/

