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Healthy fish need healthy rivers. Our “big fish” stories take place on beautiful rivers that we 
dream about and that stay in our memories forever — not on polluted or dewatered streams. As 
author and former American Rivers Board Member Charles Kuralt wrote, “Trout live in beautiful 
places.”  

 
With that in mind, I am pleased to share our latest report highlighting recent progress protecting 

and restoring fish habitat across the country. We are grateful to our supporters who help make 
projects like these possible, with recent successes including:  

 

• 1,800+ river miles protected 
• Eight significant dams removed in 2018  
• Numerous wins that will keep more water in rivers 
• Federal policy victories for floodplains and clean water 
 
As we approach fishing season, I hope you enjoy this report and your time on the water. Thank 

you for your interest in and support of our rivers! 
 
Major progress protecting wild rivers: Designating a river Wild and 
Scenic protects it from being dammed, diverted, mined or 
developed, and helps protect the riverside land, as well. Our 5,000 
Miles of Wild campaign aims to add 5,000 new river miles to the 
Wild and Scenic River system by 2020. We’ve made amazing 
progress over the past year, helping protect over 1,800 river miles 
and bringing us more than a third of the way to our goal. Recently 
protected rivers include public stretches of Montana’s iconic 
Gallatin, Madison, Yellowstone, Boulder, West Boulder, Stillwater, 
Smith and Dearborn rivers, and tributaries to the Snake and Grand 
Ronde in Oregon and Washington. In March, the largest package of Wild and Scenic River 
designations in a decade was signed into law with bipartisan support, forever protecting nearly 620 
miles of new Wild and Scenic Rivers in New England, Oregon, Utah and California. Going forward, we 
are redoubling our efforts to protect the last remaining free-flowing rivers in North Carolina, 
Montana, Washington, Oregon, New Mexico, California and Maine. Read more. 

Montana’s Flathead National Forest doubles its protected rivers: In the 
Flathead National Forest’s new forest plan, forest managers deemed 22 
streams Wild and Scenic “eligible,” which makes them off limits to oil 
and gas development, mining and damming for the next 15-20 years. 
The plan protects over 90,000 acres of riverside land and over 280 river 
miles, including the 35-mile Spotted Bear River, which I can say is an 
absolute treasure, having fished it last summer with my son — who 
took the picture you see here. It is truly an amazing river. Read more. 

Spotted Bear River, Montana; 

Luke White 

 

Wild and Scenic Farmington River, 

Connecticut 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/protecting-rivers/5000-miles-of-wild/
https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/protecting-rivers/5000-miles-of-wild/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/02/biggest-advancement-for-river-protection-in-nearly-a-decade/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/02/new-flathead-national-forest-plan-shows-the-results-of-community-engagement-on-rivers/
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82 dams removed in 2018: Last year was another successful 
year of busting dams and reconnecting rivers and streams 
across America. Communities in 18 states worked closely with 
nonprofit organizations, local municipalities and state and 
federal agencies to remove 82 dams and successfully reconnect 
more than 1,230 river miles.  
 
American Rivers has played a critical role in this effort: In 
addition to removing eight major dams, such as Bloede Dam 
(right), we continue to galvanize the movement to free rivers 
by influencing federal and local policy to make removing dams 
easier, more efficient and more cost effective. And we are accelerating the pace of dam removals by 
training state agencies, project managers and other nonprofit organizations, and ensuring they have 
the skills and knowledge necessary. In the past six months alone, we have trained organizations and 
agencies in Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Tennessee. Read more. 
 
This July, we will celebrate 20 years since we launched the U.S. dam removal movement by 
successfully advocating for Edwards Dam to be removed from Maine’s Kennebec River. Today, the 
river boasts river sturgeon and the largest run of alewives on the eastern seaboard. Read more. 
 

Drawing national attention to threatened rivers: Each spring, 
American Rivers releases our report on America’s Most Endangered 
Rivers®. This year’s report spotlights the threat that climate change 
poses to rivers, clean water supplies and public safety. The No. 1 
most endangered river of 2019 is New Mexico’s Gila, where a 
proposed diversion project would destroy the drought-stricken river 
and critical habitat for native Gila trout. Other threatened fisheries 
in the report include the Upper Mississippi, Washington’s Green-
Duwamish, Oregon’s Willamette, Alaska’s Chilkat and Stikine, and 
Idaho’s South Fork Salmon. Get the stories behind these endangered 

rivers, read the entire report and take action through our new digital portal. 
 
Progress toward freeing North Carolina’s Tuckasegee River: While 
many people have believed that the Cullowhee Dam could never be 
removed, American Rivers is making progress to do just that. We 
recently completed a feasibility analysis that showed removing the 
dam would not impact local water use. Now we’re working with the 
dam owner and water utility to envision a path forward that could 
dramatically improve water quality, habitat and the fishery overall. 
 
California restoration project builds habitat for juvenile salmon: 
The groundbreaking for the largest freshwater tidal marsh 
restoration project in California began last fall in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta. The Dutch Slough project will restore and enhance nearly 2 square miles of habitat 
for fish and wildlife, as well as provide new community parks and trails. The project is among the first 
state-led projects to restore ecosystems in the delta, which is an important area for salmon recovery. 
Read more. 

Tuckasegee River, North Carolina;  

Erin McCombs 

 

Gila River, New Mexico; Sinjin Eberle 

 

Patapsco River, Maryland; 

 Jessie Thomas-Blate 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/02/dam-removal-in-2018-another-successful-year-of-freeing-rivers/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/11/the-kennebec-rivers-legacy/
http://www.americanrivers.org/MostEndangered2019
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/major-restoration-project-to-boost-habitat-flood-protection-in-delta/
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Improving water security in the Southwest: In early 
April, the Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan 
was signed into law. This has been a priority of 
American Rivers for more than two years and is an 
important first step towards shoring up a sustainable 
water future for the seven states that rely on water 
from the Colorado River. Our next step will be to assist 
in implementing a demand management plan for 

Colorado, Utah and Wyoming. Read more.  
 

Growing mining threat to Montana’s Smith River: In March, 
the Montana Department of Environmental Quality released 
a draft environmental impact statement downplaying the 
potential damage the proposed Black Butte mine could have 
on a main tributary to the Smith River. The findings are in 
stark contrast to those of experts who say the mine “would 
irreparably contaminate the Smith River.” Mining industry 
expert Tyler Shepherd said, “It could be 50 to 100 years, but 
if this mine goes through, the pollution will certainly 
happen.” The treasure is not buried underground — it is 
the river itself. We are actively fighting this mine and aim 
to send 20,000 comments to state leaders by the May 10 deadline. Read more.  
 
Bipartisan support secures water infrastructure bill with American Rivers’ floodplain policy: The 
new America's Infrastructure Act of 2018 enacts several policy reforms that American Rivers was 
essential in influencing. First, it requires the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to consider natural 
alternatives — such as restoring floodplains — when developing flood risk-reduction projects. 
Second, the bill encourages the corps to investigate removal of old infrastructure when possible. This 
reform could result in removing levees and dams that are no longer necessary. In addition to helping 
keep homes and property safe from floods, healthy floodplains provide excellent rearing habitat for 
juvenile salmon and other migratory fish. Read more. 
 

Keeping water in the Flint River for native shoal bass: American 
Rivers has led a group of local water utilities, conservation groups and 
residents to adopt changes that keep more water in Georgia’s 
drought-plagued Flint. The improved flows will benefit native shoal 
bass, a hard-fighting cousin of the smallmouth, which is highly 
susceptible to degraded water quality caused by warming 
temperatures and decreasing precipitation in the Southeast. To read 
more on the background and to read the report click here.  
 
 
 

 

Smith River, Montana; Pat Clayton 

 

Flint River shoal bass, Georgia; 

Gordon Rogers 

 

Upper Colorado River, Colorado; Russ Schnitzer 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/04/an-important-step-for-the-colorado-river/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/03/if-you-treasure-the-smith-river-now-is-the-time-to-act/
https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/restoring-damaged-rivers/benefits-of-restoring-floodplains/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/03/working-together-to-keep-georgias-flint-river-flowing/
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Success conserving the Yakima’s fishery: Five years 
since the development of the Yakima Basin Integrated 
Plan, American Rivers and our partners released a five-
year update on progress made toward improving bull 
trout habitat, fish passage on the Cle Elum River, and 
restoring streams in the Teanaway Community Forest. 
Also, American Rivers has convened group of 
conservation entities in the Yakima Basin to strengthen 

communications on fish-recovery efforts. To read the five-year report click here, and to see a 
wonderful story-map on Teanaway stream restoration click here.  
 
Science behind meadow restoration impacts made clear: Last fall 
American Rivers’ experts Dr. Luke Hunt, Julie Fair and Max Odland 
explained the positive impacts of meadow restoration in their 
paper published in the “Journal of the American Water Resources 
Association,” helping to explain the science-based methods we use 
for these important meadow restoration projects. Read the full 
peer-reviewed report here. 
  
American Rivers wins Stroud Award for Freshwater Excellence: 
Last fall, American Rivers’ President, Bob Irvin, accepted the prestigious Stroud Water Research 
Center’s Award for Freshwater Excellence on behalf of American Rivers. The award honored 
American Rivers’ 45 years of effort to protect and restore rivers and conserve clean water. 
 

 
The work highlighted in this report is made possible by the many people who support American 
Rivers. Thank you for your interest in and support of our work.  
 
If you would like to make a difference for our rivers, please join the Anglers Fund for American Rivers, 
which you can do either at this website or by contacting Steve White at 919-720-2901 or 
SWhite@AmericanRivers.org. Thanks again, and good luck with your fishing. 

Yuba River headwaters, California;  

Luke Hunt 

 

Yakima River, Washington; Tom Ring 

 

https://www.usbr.gov/pn/programs/yrbwep/2011integratedplan/newsletter/2018ybip.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=ea52aa486c154ccbaff912b46beb0fca
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1752-1688.12675
https://www.americanrivers.org/donate-now/join-the-anglers-fund/
https://act.americanrivers.org/page/1069/donate/1
mailto:SWhite@AmericanRivers.org

