
        

 

Anglers Fund Conservation Update 

Fall 2018 

With hopes that you fished some great rivers this summer, we are pleased to share the latest 
edition of the Anglers Fund Conservation Update, highlighting recent American Rivers projects to 
protect and restore fish habitat across the country. We are grateful to our supporters, who help make 
projects like these possible. Here are a few recent successes you can read about below:  

 

• Removing dams to restore fish passage and improve water quality: Maryland’s Bloede Dam, 
New Jersey’s Columbia Dam and multiple projects in Pennsylvania’s Susquehanna basin and 
on Massachusetts’ Mill River and Town Brook 

• Stopping new dams and diversions: Castle and Maroon creeks near Aspen, Colorado, and on 
Washington’s Skykomish River 

• Keeping rivers pristine: East Rosebud Creek in Montana  
• Restoring meadows and floodplains to re-establish spawning and rearing habitats: Sierra 

Nevada, California, and Washington’s Yakima basin 
• Securing federal funding and policy for river health: The omnibus bill, which passed earlier 

this year, and defending the Clean Water Rule  
 

Enjoy the report and thank you for your interest in and support of our work for the rivers! 
 
Bipartisan support permanently protects Montana’s East 
Rosebud Creek: After nine years of American Rivers’ leadership, 
the bill designating Montana’s East Rosebud Creek as Wild and 
Scenic was signed into law. With bipartisan votes in both the 
House and Senate, this is Montana’s first Wild and Scenic River 
in 42 years. The campaign to protect it began in 2009, when a 
major hydropower facility was proposed that would have 
caused severe damage to the river. Read more. 
 

An explosive start to removing Bloede Dam from Maryland’s 
Patapsco River: Working in partnership with the state of 
Maryland, the federal government and other partners, we 
removed Bloede Dam from the Patapsco River with a bang 
(literally). We don’t use explosives very often, but when we do it’s 
worth watching, which you can do here. Removing this obsolete 
hydroelectric dam will give shad, alewives, American eel and other 
species access to more than 65 miles of river habitat. Learn more 
at our digital story map. Click here to find out how tearing out 
Bloede is a step toward restoring river herring populations.    

East Rosebud Creek, Montana; Scott Bosse 

 

Explosion of Bloede Dam on the Patapsco 

River, Maryland; Jim Thompson 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/river/east-rosebud-creek/
https://youtu.be/L4Jr5crqFWM
https://www.americanrivers.org/patapsco/index.html
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/04/removal-of-bloede-dam-a-ray-of-hope-for-river-herring/


2 

 

Unneeded hydropower project cancelled on the Skykomish River: 
After seven years of opposition, activism and two America’s Most 
Endangered Rivers® listings, American Rivers achieved a significant 
victory on the South Fork Skykomish River when the Snohomish 
County Public Utility District cancelled the Sunset Falls hydropower 
project. The facility would have caused irreparable harm to the 

river, fish and wildlife habitat, and recreation opportunities by 
rerouting a 1.1-mile stretch of the river through an underground 
tunnel. Read more. 
 

American Rivers protects streams in Aspen, Colorado: American Rivers and local 
conservation partners signed a settlement agreement with the city of Aspen to 
stop the development of a 155-foot dam on Maroon Creek and a 170-foot dam on 
Castle Creek. Both dams would have flooded private property and federally 
protected land in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness Area — two of the most 
visited and photographed valleys in Colorado. Now, the creeks are protected in 
their free-flowing state forever. Read more. 
 
Budget bill is a victory for rivers: After significant lobbying by American Rivers and our partners, the 
omnibus bill passed by Congress this past spring included significant funding increases for important 
river projects, including additional money to fight pollution, reduce flood risk and improve water 
efficiency. We also blocked efforts to roll back existing protections for rivers. Read more. 
 

Huge increase in fish migrating up the Penobscot River in Maine: 
In 2009, only 2,331 sea-run fish were counted migrating up Maine's 
Penobscot River and its tributaries. Then, between 2012 and 2015, 
the Penobscot River Restoration Trust, founded by American Rivers 
and the Atlantic Salmon Federation, removed two major dams and 
added a fish ladder to a third, restoring access to over 1,000 miles 
of habitat. In the most recent survey, the count exploded to 1.9 
million fish! To read the background on the removal, click here. 
 

New way to help salmon migrate up Washington’s White River: Earlier this year, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers entered a $112 million construction contract to rebuild the fish passage and 
collection facilities at Buckley Dam at the Mud Mountain Complex by 2020. The contract was a direct 
outcome of American Rivers’ years-long litigation strategy. Whereas the original structure was 
designed to handle only 20,000 fish per year, the new facility is designed to transport 60,000 fish a 
day, or upward of 1.2 million fish per year. Read more. 
 

Freeing 20 miles of a Delaware River tributary: We are celebrating 
the removal this past summer of the Columbia Dam from the 
Paulins Kill, a 40-mile long tributary of the Delaware River in New 
Jersey. Our chief scientist, Laura Craig, has worked on this project 
with The Nature Conservancy for the past four years. The 109-year-
old Columbia Dam was an 18-foot-high, 330-foot-long structure 
that included a decommissioned hydropower facility. Removal of 
the dam has reconnected 20 miles of mainstem and tributary 

streams, allowing American shad to return to their natural spawning grounds. Read more.  

South Fork Skykomish River, Washington; 

Lora Cox 

 

Penobscot River, Maine; Mark Plummer 

 

Paulins Kill, New Jersey; Laura Craig 

 

Maroon Creek, Colorado;  

Ken Neubecker 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/04/most-endangered-rivers-victory-washingtons-skykomish-river/
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/landmark-agreement-with-city-of-aspen-forever-protects-iconic-creeks-from-new-dams/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/03/budget-bill-is-victory-for-clean-water-and-rivers/
https://www.americanrivers.org/river/penobscot-river/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/05/a-new-and-improved-way-to-move-salmon-in-washingtons-white-river/?utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=americanrivers&utm_content=A%20New%20and%20Improved%20Way%20to%20Move%20Salmon%20in%20Washington%27s%20White%20River
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/warren-county/index.ssf/2018/07/columbia_lake_dam_destruction.html
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Federal court tosses out harmful dam license on Alabama’s 
Coosa River: On behalf of American Rivers and Alabama 
Rivers Alliance, the Southern Environmental Law Center 
achieved a ruling that Alabama Power’s 30-year license did 
not provide sufficient protections for threatened and 
endangered aquatic wildlife and habitat or maintain minimum 
dissolved oxygen levels in the river system for water quality.   
This is a big step toward restoring this damaged river. Click 
here to read the appeals court's decision. 
  
Major improvements for South Carolina’s Broad and Congaree 
rivers: This summer, American Rivers, South Carolina Electric and 
Gas Company, Congaree Riverkeeper, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, South Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources and other stakeholders agreed to increase flows 
below the Parr Shoals Hydropower Project on the Broad River, 
establish fish passage around the dam for American shad, protect 
riverside land and improve recreational access. It’s a terrific 
example of conservation and business communities collaborating 
on behalf of a shared resource. Read more.  
 

Progress toward Klamath dam removals in California and 
Oregon: At the end of June, we took a big step toward 
restoring the Klamath and moving forward one of the 
country’s largest and most important dam removals ever 
when we submitted the "Definite Plan for the Lower 
Klamath Project" to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. The plan lays out the details of the dam 
removal and restoration project, including how the 

reservoirs will be drained, how dams will be deconstructed and how the ex-reservoirs will be 
restored. This is a major milestone towards our goal of removing the four dams. We expect to start 
removal in 2020. Read more.  
 
100-year-old outdated dam removed in Pennsylvania’s Susquehanna 
watershed, with more to come: Working with our partners at the Fish 
and Boat Commission and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
we were pleased to remove the Krady Mill Dam from Chiques Creek 
near Columbia. This dam was unused, and its removal opens the stream 
to historic fish migrations. Read more. 
 
Looking forward, American Rivers has secured approval to remove 
Oakland Dam from the Susquehanna River in northeastern 
Pennsylvania. This project will reconnect approximately 50 miles of the upper Susquehanna and will 
benefit shad, herring and American Eel. Also, Pennsylvania’s Department of Environmental Protection 
Dam Safety is set to provide a dam removal design for Mill Dam on the West Branch Susquehanna 
River in Cambria County. This dam is a blocks brook trout and other cold-water species from reaching 
23 miles of the West Branch’s headwaters. 
 

Dam on Coosa River, Alabama; Kerry Sanders 

 

Keno Dam, Klamath River, California; 

 Steve Rothert 

 

Broad River, South Carolina; Ron Ahle 

 

Chiques Creek, Pennsylvania;  

Flyway Excavating 

 

https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/words_docs/American_Rivers__et_al_v._FERC_Opinion.pdf?cachebuster:0
https://www.southernenvironment.org/uploads/words_docs/American_Rivers__et_al_v._FERC_Opinion.pdf?cachebuster:0
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/08/big-dam-successes-in-the-southeast/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/06/plan-released-for-klamath-river-dam-removal/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/08/a-story-of-woo-hoo-and-woah/
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Major advancements bringing river herring back to Massachusetts 
rivers: American Rivers is celebrating the culmination of two major river 
restorations in southeastern Massachusetts: Mill River in Taunton and 
Town Brook in Plymouth. With the removal of the third dam from the 
Mill River in January 2018, the river once again saw river herring swim 
easily up the river with the spring migration. Now, river herring will win 
again: Removal of Holmes Dam in Plymouth began in September — the 
third dam removal and sixth fish-passage project on the brook in 20 years. 
American Rivers has been proud to provide technical assistance to and 
funding for many of the projects. Biologists expect that the restored 
streams will be able to support nearly 1 million river herring, an important food source for stripers, 
false albacore and Atlantic salmon. Read more here and here. 
 
 

Using woody debris to restore fish habitat in Washington’s Yakima basin: 
Woody debris is natural in wild rivers, where fallen trees create logjams 
that produce deep pools, provide shade and improve habitat for resident 
fish. This makes wood a perfect material for restoring rivers, as is the case 
on a project led by the Yakama Nation and supported by American Rivers, 
Trout Unlimited, the Wilderness Society and the Wildlife Conservation 
Society in the Teanaway Community Forest. The project will reconnect 
streams with their floodplains and restore cold-water habitat, critical to 
recovering endangered salmon, steelhead and bull trout.   Read more.  
 

Protecting headwaters by defending the Clean Water Rule: On August 
16, American Rivers won a huge victory in our lawsuit challenging the 
Trump administration’s attempt to suspend the Clean Water Rule, which 
protects headwaters and wetlands vital to rivers, fish and drinking water 
for 1 in 3 Americans. A federal judge in South Carolina ruled that the 
administration did not seek adequate public comment before initiating 
the roll back. As a result, the Clean Water Rule will go into effect in 26 
states. If you are like me, you love fishing these small streams and are 
glad they’ll be protected.  Read more. 
 

Check out our Wild and Scenic Rivers article in Fly Fisherman magazine: Lastly, we 
hope you will enjoy the article on page 62 of the latest edition of Fly Fisherman 
magazine which commemorates the 50th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.  
American Rivers was founded to use the Act to protect our rivers, and we are now 
working to celebrate the anniversary by adding 5,000 miles of rivers to the program 
with our “5,000 Miles of Wild” campaign.  Read more about how you can help here. 

 

 
The work highlighted in this report is made possible by the many people who support American 
Rivers, so thank you for your interest in and support of our work. If you would like to make a 
difference for our rivers and help us expand our river conservation efforts, please consider joining the 
Anglers Fund for American Rivers, which you can do either at this website or by contacting Steve 
White at 919-720-2901 or SWhite@AmericanRivers.org.    

Bradley Creek, North Carolina; 

Steve White 

 

Mill River, Massachusetts; 

MA DER 

 

Indian Creek, Washington; 

Tom Ring 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/holmes-dam-removal-final-step-town-brook-restoration
https://www.fws.gov/hurricane/sandy/projects/MADamRemoval.html
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/09/investing-in-the-headwaters-of-the-yakima-basin/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/08/need-know-clean-water-rule/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/08/victory-for-clean-water/
https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/protecting-rivers/5000-miles-of-wild/
https://www.americanrivers.org/donate-now/join-the-anglers-fund/
https://act.americanrivers.org/page/1069/donate/1
mailto:SWhite@AmericanRivers.org

