
        

 

Anglers Fund Conservation Update 

Spring 2018 

Welcome to the latest edition of American Rivers’ Anglers Fund Conservation Update, 
highlighting our work to protect and restore important fish habitat that American Rivers’ supporters 
have helped make possible. 

 
Rivers are the lifeblood of our country — places where we pursue our favorite fish and where 

two-thirds of Americans get their drinking water. They are treasures that need to be protected, and 
when they have been negatively impacted, they need to be restored. Healthy fish need healthy rivers, 
and our supporters help make that happen. Here are a few examples from this report:  

 

• Removing dams opens spawning grounds and allows fish to migrate: Milburnie Dam in North 
Carolina, Hamant Brook dams in Massachusetts, Middle Fork Nooksack River in Washington 

• Wild and Scenic River designation keeps pristine rivers pristine: East Rosebud Creek in 
Montana, Nooksack in Washington, and the rivers of Custer-Gallatin National Forest  

• Keeping water in the river for fish and wildlife: Flint River in Georgia, Central Valley Salmon 
Partnership in California, and working with Colorado ranchers 

• Meadow and floodplain restorations connect trout, salmon and steelhead to their historical 
spawning and rearing habitats: Hope Valley in California, San Joaquin River in California 

 
Enjoy the report, and thanks for your interest in and support of our work for the rivers. 
 

2017 was a record-setting year for dam removals: 
Communities in 21 states collaborated with 
nonprofits and state and federal agencies to 
remove 86 obsolete dams in 2017 – a record that 
reconnected more than 550 miles of streams. 
American Rivers is proud to have helped launch 
this movement with the removal of the Edwards 
Dam on Maine’s Kennebec River almost 20 years 
ago and to have helped train many of the groups 
that are now taking out dams on their own. We played a direct role in 14 of the dam removals in 
2017. Please click here for more information, including a full list of dams removed since 1916. 
 

California team completes restoration of Hope Valley 
Meadow: Working with our partners in the Sierra Nevada, we 
restored 2 miles of habitat for fish and wildlife along the West 
Carson River through Hope Valley. In two other Sierra 
meadows, we removed diversions to improve flow and we 
fixed eroded stream channels. The restored 3 miles of river and 
450 acres of meadowland are already benefiting water quality 
and habitat for native fish and threatened species. 

Citico Creek, TN; Gerrit Jobsis 

 

West Carson River, CA; Judy Wickwire 

 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/02/dam-removal-in-2017/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/01/major-meadow-restoration-in-hope-valley-complete/
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5,000 Miles of Wild® campaign in action protecting rivers: To 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, 
our 5,000 Miles of Wild® campaign aims to protect 5,000 river 
miles around the country. As part of that effort, Custer Gallatin 
National Forest, stretching from Southwest Montana to South 
Dakota, took an important step forward when it proposed action 
to protect 292 miles of Wild and Scenic-eligible streams. 
Informed by our advocacy, the forest has found 31 rivers to be 
eligible this year, up from just 11 rivers in the previous plan. Read more.  Meanwhile, we have seen 
progress on East Rosebud Creek in Montana. In December, the U.S. Senate passed a bill to protect the 
creek as a Wild and Scenic River. The bipartisan bill was passed unanimously, and we are hopeful that 
the House’s companion bill will be enacted this year. Read more. 

 
Removing Milburnie Dam unleashes American shad: The 2017 
removal of the Milburnie Dam on North Carolina’s Neuse River, 
executed by Restoration Systems and supported by American 
Rivers, opened 15 miles of pristine shad spawning habitat. The first-
ever Raleigh River Fest will be held in May to celebrate the newly 
restored river and the shads’ return above the former dam site in 
over 100 years. Come join us! Read more. 
 

Helping Colorado ranchers keep rivers healthy: We are working 
with Colorado ranchers to construct 31 rocky riffles that will 
restore native trout habitat, make irrigation more efficient and 
improve water quality and quantity along a 12-mile stretch of 
the Upper Colorado River. This project represents a tremendous 
opportunity to restore a river long damaged by diversions that 
pipe 65 percent of the river’s water across the Continental 
Divide to Denver and other Front Range communities. We hope you will enjoy our newest film, “A 
River’s Reckoning,” which documents the project and tells the story of a fifth-generation ranching 
family working to sustain its agricultural heritage and keep the Upper Colorado healthy.  
 

Culvert replacement helps southern Appalachian brook trout: 
American Rivers is proud to have partnered with the U.S. Forest 
Service Cherokee National Forest, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Trout Unlimited, the Tennessee Valley Authority and 
The Nature Conservancy on the Briar Creek culvert replacement 
project, which is allowing native brook trout to access their 
upstream habitat. Read more. 
 

Major steps taken to manage floods and restore Central Valley rivers and salmon: The 2017 Central 
Valley Flood Protection Plan Update embraces a dramatically different approach to floodplain 
management that we have been advocating for over 10 years. Called multi-benefit flood 
management, this approach recognizes that by expanding floodplains, floodways and flood bypasses, 
we can reduce flood risk to people and property while providing benefits to fish, habitat and 
recreation. American Rivers is leading and assisting on several large multi-benefit projects prioritized 
by the new plan. Click here for a visual tour of floodplain solutions in California. Meanwhile, American 
Rivers and our partners formally launched the Central Valley Salmon Partnership, designed to 

Neuse River, NC ; Restoration Systems 

 

 

East Rosebud Creek, MT; Mike Fiebig 

 

 

Briar Creek, TN; The Nature Conservancy 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/01/wild-scenic-rivers-moment-now/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/01/custer-gallatin-national-forest-proposes-protecting-278-miles-streams/
http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/east-rosebud-wild-and-scenic-rivers-act-passes-in-the/article_be585f8f-3089-5905-b074-bd7a9b176c67.html#tracking-source=home-the-latest
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/12/new-bill-offers-wild-scenic-protection-east-rosebud-creek/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/11/neuse-river-flow-freely-milburnie-dam-removed/
https://www.americanrivers.org/rivers/films/a-rivers-reckoning/
https://www.americanrivers.org/rivers/films/a-rivers-reckoning/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/03/better-together-partners-team-restore-river-national-forest/
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/central-valley-flood-protection-board-new-flood-plan/
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/central-valley-flood-protection-board-new-flood-plan/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2018/01/visual-journey-restoring-californias-floodplains/
http://salmonpartnership.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/american-rivers-website/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/08155816/DJI_0017.jpg
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increase the pace and scale of salmon restoration in the Central Valley, after realizing all sectors of 
the salmon-restoration community face common challenges that can best be solved together. 
 
Ballot initiative launched to protect the Yellowstone and Smith 
rivers: American Rivers and several of our Montana conservation 
partners launched a ballot initiative campaign — Yes for Responsible 
Mining — in late February to allow the state to deny proposed new 
mining operations that would require perpetual water treatment to 
address acid mine drainage and give the state of Montana the 
authority to reject proposed mines in the headwaters of the Smith 
and Yellowstone rivers. For more information, read this article. 
 
Fighting for clean water: Trout, like so many American game fish — and Americans, for that matter 
— require clean water to live and thrive. The 2015 Clean Water Rule, developed by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, protects headwater streams 
and wetlands to ensure clean water for people, fish and wildlife. In February, the Trump 
administration delayed the implementation of the Clean Water Rule for two years. In response, 
American Rivers and many of our partners filed a lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the District of 
South Carolina to overturn the delay and defend the Clean Water Rule. Read more. 
 
Working to keep more water in Georgia’s Flint River for 
native shoal bass: Our efforts to improve flows in the Flint 
River include a first-ever water conservation program for 
Fayette County, Georgia, that will reduce withdrawals from 
the Flint and its tributaries during dry conditions, 
collaboration with Clayton County Water Authority on 
returning water to the Flint, and convening the Drought 
Resilience Workshop for the Upper Flint River Working Group 
to map out ways to ensure water supplies for people and 
nature for the years to come. Read more. 
 
Multiple dam removals on Massachusetts’ Hamant Brook worth the wait: Seven years in the 
making, a project to remove three dams from Hamant Brook in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, was 
completed this past fall. Three-quarters of a mile of this cold-water stream have now been restored 
for native brook trout, mussels and turtles. Unusual complexities related to land ownership and the 
dams’ design made this a long project, but now that the dams are out, the benefits will last forever. 
 

Maryland’s Bloede Dam removal moving forward: 
Construction crews are hard at work on the crucial first step 
toward removing the dam later this year. Once the dam is 
breached and the Patapsco River is fully restored, herring, 
shad and American eel will have access to more than 65 miles 
of main stem and tributary habitat. American Rivers is thrilled 
to be able to give these fish an opportunity to thrive. Read 
more here, and see a drone flyover of the project site here.  

Hightower 
Shoals, Flint Flint River, GA; Alan Cressler 

 

Bloede Dam on the Patapsco River, MD;  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

Yellowstone River, MT; Scott Bosse 

 

http://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/montana-ballot-initiative-would-target-mining-pollution/article_ded78fe5-ce53-5ba8-951e-4e2d4e545978.html
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/trump-administration-moves-delay-implementation-clean-water-rule/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/11/sharing-water-healthy-flint-river/
https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/construction-begins-bloede-dam-removal/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Cd4QlXrIIQ&t=1s
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Potential to remove the Mississippi River dams in the Twin Cities: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
initial economic analysis has found that it is not in the country’s interest to continue to operate and 
maintain the dams in the Mississippi River Gorge. This may lead the agency to recommend disposing 
of this outdated infrastructure. We are working on a proposal to remove them. Public meetings are 
tentatively planned for the end of April.   
 
Bringing northern California rivers back to life: In California, the State Water Board recommended 
that flows in the San Francisco Bay-Delta watershed better balance the needs of the environment and 
agriculture. The group has called for an update to the Bay Delta Water Quality Control Plan. American 
Rivers is advocating that the new plan require more clean water in our rivers to help revive salmon, 
steelhead and habitat for other wildlife. Our participation has been critical in negotiation meetings 
that bring together water agencies, state agencies and nonprofits to find common ground in the 
hopes of avoiding what could be a decade of litigation.  
 

Protecting and restoring Washington state’s Nooksack River: American 
Rivers is working to restore and protect the beautiful Nooksack 
River. Removal of the Middle Fork Nooksack Dam is moving forward; an 
engineering firm has been hired for design and permitting, and we are 
pursuing additional funding for the remaining design work. When 
completed, this project will open 16 miles of pristine spawning and rearing 
habitat for spring Chinook salmon, steelhead and bull trout. Additionally, as 
part of the 5,000 Miles of Wild® campaign, our Nooksack Wild and Scenic 
Campaign launched its campaign website and online petition, along with an 
interactive story map of the basin. The river certainly deserves to be both 
protected and restored. 
 

Take it from Jeremy Wade, host of “River Monsters,” free-flowing rivers matter: Click here to see a 
video by the host of Animal Planet’s “River Monsters” about the importance of free-flowing rivers for 
migratory fish (raising awareness for World Fish Migration Day, April 21, 2018). Watch our blog and 
Facebook page in April for more about our work and activities around World Fish Migration Day. 
 
How far would you go to save rivers? Marine biologist, ultra-marathoner 
and American Rivers supporter Keith Hanson asked himself that question. 
The answer for Keith was 150 miles, which he ran in two days across South 
Carolina to raise awareness and money ($11,000!) for American Rivers’ 
work. Click here for Keith’s story. It’s a great question we can all ask 
ourselves.   
 

 
The work highlighted in this report is made possible by the many people who support American 
Rivers. If you would like to make a difference for our rivers by helping us expand our river 
conservation efforts, please consider joining the Anglers Fund for American Rivers, which you can do 
either at www.AmericanRivers.org/AnglersFund or by contacting Steve White at (919) 720-2901 or 
swhite@americanrivers.org.    
 
Thanks for your interest in and support of American Rivers, and good luck with your fishing!  

North Fork Nooksack, WA; 

Brett Baunton 

 

Keith Hanson 

 

https://www.nooksackwildandscenic.com/
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=6119202fe2f8434db4c43c4d8920d209
https://www.animalplanet.com/tv-shows/river-monsters/videos/celebrating-world-fish-migration-day
https://www.americanrivers.org/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanRivers/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/11/running-for-rivers-endurance-adventure/
http://www.americanrivers.org/AnglersFund
mailto:swhite@americanrivers.org

