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Anglers Fund Conservation Update 

Fall 2017 

Welcome to the latest edition of American Rivers’ Anglers Fund Conservation Update, 
highlighting our work over the past six months to protect and restore important fish habitat.  

Rivers are the place where we pursue our favorite fish, the lifeblood of nature and wildlife, 
and the source of two-thirds of Americans’ drinking water.  They are treasures that need to be 
protected. As you think back on this year’s fishing, please remember that healthy fish need healthy 
rivers, and remember our work described below.  To help connect our work with the benefits that 
result for rivers and fishing, here’s a table with a few examples from this report: 

American Rivers’ Action Benefit for the River Examples in this Report 

Removing a dam. 

Opens access to spawning 
grounds; allows fish to migrate 
up/down as needed; connects 
populations for breeding. 

Randolph Dam in VT; Hamant 
Brook dams in MA; progress on 
Bloede Dam in MD; funding for 
Nooksack River dam in WA 

Protecting a river with “Wild 
and Scenic River” designation or 
with other approaches. 

Prevents damming, diverting, or 
degrading pristine rivers. 

East Rosebud Creek in MT; 
North Fork Smith River in OR; 
Custer Gallatin National Forest 
streams in MT (in process) 

Implementing better water 
management techniques. 

Keeps more water in the river. 
Flint River in GA; Crystal River in 
CO; Broad River in SC 

Working with local, state, and 
federal governments. 

Sets policy and secures funding 
to improve the health of our 
rivers. 

Defending clean water; fighting 
for public lands and rivers; dam 
removal law passed in NC 

Restoring floodplains and 
meadows. 

Opens habitat for trout, salmon, 
and other species. 

San Joaquin River in CA; Yakima 
River in WA; Mississippi River 

 
“5,000 Miles of Wild” campaign in action:  In July, the Custer Gallatin 
National Forest released its Draft Wild and Scenic Eligibility Inventory. 
Informed by our advocacy, the Forest has found 30 rivers to be eligible 
this year, up from just 11 rivers in the previous plan. The streams that 
are found eligible in the final inventory will receive administrative 
protections to preserve their free-flowing character, water quality, 
and outstandingly remarkable values. 
 
Fighting proposed federal legislation and policy that is harmful to rivers:  As examples of how we 
are engaged against proposed legislation and policy that would hurt rivers, we have actively opposed: 

 An amendment to an appropriations bill that would prevent the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
from removing federal dams without congressional authorization, threatening countless 
planned and potential dam removals across the country. 

https://usfs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=b19aaa65dfb142c7a043e7746d32cad2
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Shuford Mill Dam: Erin McCombs 

 

Ivishak River; US Fish & Wildlife Service 

 

East Rosebud Creek: Mike Fiebig 

 

 A similar amendment preventing the Department of the Interior from expending funds on 
dam removal, undermining our successful river restoration partnership with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and potentially blocking the Klamath River dam removals. 

 Amendments allowing larger and more levees to be built on the Upper Mississippi River. 
 The repeal of the Clean Water Rule.  By the deadline for public comment, our supporters had 

sent nearly 20,000 comments in opposition to changes that would hurt our rivers. 
 An amendment that would prevent judicial review of countless Trump administration actions, 

including the repeal of the Clean Water Rule.   
 A bill that would sweep aside decades of hard-won judicial victories and block efforts to 

modify or remove the four lower Snake River dams, which have contributed to the decline of 
salmon populations in the Pacific Northwest. 

 A new Executive Order on infrastructure that weakens environmental reviews of projects and 
reverses a prior directive that required federal agencies to 
consider flood risk when spending taxpayer dollars on 
infrastructure. 

 Proposed exploration for oil and gas reserves in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge.  This refuge has over 1,000 river 
miles that are protected with “Wild and Scenic River” 
designation.  Read more. 

  
Securing funds to fix a dangerous barrier for Washington salmon:  The White River Chinook Salmon 
is the last surviving spring-run salmon stock in South Puget Sound. They were saved from extinction in 
the 1980s, but when they get to the Buckley Dam, a facility operated by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers on the White River, they impale themselves on the dam's exposed rebar.  In 2012, 
American Rivers won a lawsuit to have the structure repaired, and this summer we helped secure 
federal funding for the project in the coming year.  To understand the need for action, you can watch 
a heartbreaking video of the situation at this website.   
 
NC dam removal bill:   As a great example of making progress at the 
State and Local levels, thanks to the hard work from members of the 
North Carolina General Assembly, Department of Environmental 
Quality, and American Rivers, an NC-bill passed in July to make dam 
removal easier.  Read more. 
 
Milburnie Dam in NC coming out:  After nearly 10 years of permitting and mitigation bank approvals, 
the engineering firm Restoration Systems began drawing down the impoundment created by the 
Milburnie Dam prior to removal later this fall.  American Rivers has provided technical consulting and 
support for the project.  Removing the 25-foot-tall dam will eliminate a public safety hazard that has 
caused 11 deaths from drowning.  It will also free up 15 miles of pristine spawning habitat for 
American Shad and striped bass.  You can learn more about the project from this video. 
 
Protecting Montana’s East Rosebud:  As an update on what 
would be the first MT river to be protected as a Wild and 
Scenic River in decades, the East Rosebud Creek’s designation 
is contained within federal legislation we hope will gain 
passage this year.  It is part of our 5,000 Miles of Wild 
Campaign to expand the Wild and Scenic River System. 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/09/trump-pushes-oil-arctic-refuge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozkEY2S4hFU
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/08/north-carolina-enacts-law-to-improve-dam-removal/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSQyVyaf1zs
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Crystal River; Ken Neubecker 

 

Bloede Dam; Jessie Thomas=Blate 

 

 

Opposing proposed mine on the headwaters of MT’s Smith River:  
American Rivers continues to actively fight a proposed mine on the 
headwaters of the beautiful Smith River that threatens this amazing 
fishery.  Our efforts include challenging the permit, working with the 
governor’s office to reject the permit, and seeking to protect the river 
with Wild and Scenic protection. 
 

Keeping the removal of a dangerous dam on track:  Ground was 
broken this September on our next big dam removal project, Bloede 
Dam on Maryland’s Patapsco River, just south of Baltimore. The 
dam is located within the Patapsco Valley State Park, a popular 
recreation area, and has resulted in numerous drownings. It has 
fishing area for trout and wild smallmouth bass, red-breasted 
sunfish, and fallfish.  After several years of planning and securing 
the necessary funding, the first work is the relocation of a sewer 
line, and actual dam removal begins next summer. The dam removal will improve public safety and 
restore habitat for shad, river herring, and American eel.  Read more. 
 
Removing 3 dams in Massachusetts:  After securing final funding from partners and working towards 
completion of the permitting for the project, AR Staff negotiated the bid and construction contract 
for the Hamant Brook Dam removals (3 dams) in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, which are in progress 
this fall. 
 

Restoring SC brook trout habitat:  With active support from American 
Rivers, the Matthews Creek dam near Cleveland, SC, is progressing towards 
a 2018 removal date.  Matthews Creek is considered one of the most 
important brook trout waters in the state by SC Department of Natural 
Resources. The dam blocks headwater flows and warms summer water 
temperatures.  Cold water, especially in summer months, is critical to brook 
trout which are known to spawn downstream of the dam.  

Oregon protects the North Fork Smith River:  The state of Oregon has designated the North Fork 
Smith River watershed in Southwest Oregon, totaling almost 58,000 acres, as the state’s first 
Outstanding Resource Waters under the Clean Water Act. The designation protects waters 
specifically recognized as having exceptional value, including Wild and Scenic Rivers and Wilderness 
areas.  American Rivers worked with our partners to protect its exceptional water quality and 
outstanding salmon habitat, which are threatened by proposed nickel strip mines.   

 
Keeping water in Colorado’s beautiful Crystal River:  We are 
continuing to implement the Crystal River Management Plan, which 
American Rivers was a major player in, to improve conditions and 
related operations near the Town of Carbondale.  The focus is to 
improve aquatic habitat, increase efficiency and re-connect the 
adjacent riparian park land to the river. This is just a beginning in 
our long term goal is to show how improvements in operations and 
stream restoration can leave more water in the river. 

https://www.americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/construction-begins-bloede-dam-removal/
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Broad River; Ron Ahle 

 

Klamath River; Daniel Nylen 

 

 
Restoring the upper Colorado River:  American Rivers has partnered 
with Trout Unlimited to secure a grant for nearly $8 million to construct 
a by-pass channel for the Colorado River around the Windy Gap 
reservoir, which was the hot bed of whirling disease in Colorado. The 
project will also restore a long stretch of prime trout habitat. This 
project represents a tremendous opportunity to restore a river long 
damaged by large trans-mountain diversions. 
 
Securing funding for major dam removal on Washington’s Nooksack River:  American Rivers secured 
a $4 million grant for the removal of the City of Bellingham's Middle Fork Nooksack Diversion Dam on 
the Middle Fork Nooksack River in Washington State, part of our Rivers of Puget Sound and the 
Columbia Basin priority river basin. 
 
Improving flows below SC dams:  American Rivers worked with 
relicensing stakeholders and South Carolina Electric and Gas 
Company to reach agreement on downstream flows for the Parr-
Fairfield hydroelectric project, in order to minimize downstream 
flow fluctuations that are harmful to the river and its 
inhabitants. This will benefit 25 miles of the Broad River, its 
renowned smallmouth fishing, and 50 miles of the Congaree River. 
 

Continued progress towards removing Klamath River dams:  
American Rivers continues to work with our partners and the 
Klamath River Renewal Corporation to develop plans and get 
permits and approvals from state and federal agencies to remove 
for dams on the Klamath River in Oregon and California in 2020. 
This project will be the largest dam removal project ever 
undertaken, and will re-open access for salmon and steelhead to 
more than 300 miles of historic spawning and rearing habitat, and 
will reconnect native American tribes in the upper Klamath basin 
to this iconic animal for the first time in over a century. 
 

Working to restore California salmon populations:  American Rivers succeeded in persuading the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board to include measureable conservation objectives in their new 
Flood Plan that will ensure that billions of dollars in future flood management investments in the 
Central Valley will improve habitat for anadromous fish, migratory birds, and other species.  American 
Rivers is now working with partners to implement several projects that will advance these objectives 
including removing a levee to restore 160 acres of rearing habitat for juvenile salmon at Grasslands 
State Park on the San Joaquin River, removing three barriers in the Yolo bypass that currently block 
migrations of adult salmon, and breaching a levee to restore over 200 acres of salmon and steelhead 
rearing habitat at Oroville Wildlife area on the Feather River below Oroville Dam.  In yet another 
effort, American Rivers and our partners formally launched the Central Valley Salmon Partnership to 
increase the pace and scale of salmon restoration in the Sacramento, San Joaquin, and tributary rivers 
in the Central Valley. American Rivers initiated this effort more than three years ago when we 
realized all sectors of the salmon restoration community face common challenges that can best be 
solved together.  Providing this additional habitat is important to restoring salmon populations in CA. 
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Flint River: Alan Cressler 

 

Bear River: Voice of the Bear River 

 

Teanaway River; Jonathon Loos 

 

Reconnecting streams and floodplains to help endangered fish 
adapt to the impacts of climate change in Washington’s Central 
Cascades: American Rivers secured funding to work with the 
Yakama Nation and partner organizations to restore eight streams 
in the Teanaway Community Forest, the headwaters of the Yakima 
River. Over two years these projects will use large pieces of timber 
to construct log jams in eroded streambeds that will repair those 
streams over time, reconnecting side-channels and wetlands in 

the floodplain. Restored streams and floodplains will support habitat for spawning and rearing fish 
including the endangered Columbia Steelhead and Bull trout, as well as Chinook salmon. Restoring 
cold-water habitat is critical to survival of these fish under future climate impacts.  

Keeping water in Georgia’s Flint River:  As an example 
of how our work to manage the many demands on a 
river can lead to better river health, American Rivers' 
multi-year work in Georgia's upper Flint River basin was 
featured in a public radio news story that aired 
nationally on Marketplace. The story described our close 
partnership with the Fayette County Water System, an 
upper Flint water utility that has vastly improved its water stewardship practices, thanks in large part 
to our advocacy, collaboration and direct involvement.  Read more. 
 
Chesapeake Basin dam comes out:  This summer, we completed the Eckenrode Mills Dam removal 
construction to reconnect 10 miles of Chest Creek, a high-quality cold-water headwaters tributary to 
the West Branch Susquehanna. This project is important because Chest Creek hosts freshwater 
mussels, wild brook trout, and possibly hellbenders. With much of the West Branch Susquehanna 
watersheds currently rebounding from pollution impacts, this non-impacted watershed is an 
ecological gem. Removing this dam is also laying the foundation for a second dam removal of Patton 
Dam, the only remaining dam in the watershed, which we are working to remove in 2019.  Eckenrode 
Mills Dam was first built in the late 1800’s to create a pond for ice cutting, and has been abandoned 
since rural electrification and the advent of electric freezers.  The dam removal was successful due to 
our partnership with Trout Unlimited and the Chest Creek Watershed Alliance.   
 
Fighting to protect public lands and rivers:  American Rivers has 
submitted more than 9,000 public comments to Secretary Zinke opposing 
removal of protections afforded by national monument designation. This 
is in response to President Trump’s executive order to review 
modifications to all national monument designations of 100,000 acres or 
more created since 1996. Located within several of the 26 monuments 
affected are beautiful fishing rivers, including the Colorado River (UT), 
the Columbia River (WA), the Upper Missouri River (MT), the Rio Grande 
(NM), the Rogue, Illinois and Smith Rivers (OR) and the San Gabriel 
River (CA). 
 
Establishing a partnership to expand meadow restoration in the Sierra Nevada:  American Rivers 
and our partners have worked to bolster the restoration of river headwaters in California by forming 
the Sierra Meadows Partnership, the first collaborative centered on meadow restoration in the Sierra, 
and to develop its guiding strategy document, the Sierra Meadows Strategy. These efforts will 

https://www.marketplace.org/2017/07/27/sustainability/in-era-water-ownership-sparks-disputes-georgia-water-agency-share-supply
https://www.marketplace.org/2017/07/27/sustainability/in-era-water-ownership-sparks-disputes-georgia-water-agency-share-supply
https://www.marketplace.org/2017/07/27/sustainability/in-era-water-ownership-sparks-disputes-georgia-water-agency-share-supply
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enhance strategic collaboration to achieve landscape level benefits from meadow restoration, 
including enhanced water storage into the late season and improved stream habitat for threatened 
Sierra Nevada species, including Lahontan Cutthroat and Eagle Lake Rainbow Trout. 
 
Prioritizing river actions in the Upper Mississippi Basin:  In finalizing our plan for the basin, we will 
be focused on restoring the Mississippi River Gorge through dam removal and/or modification, 
establishing a floodplain restoration program that manages projects and empowers others to manage 
projects in the basin, and exploring a role for American Rivers in the agricultural community to 
protect rivers. We have found that our ongoing river policy reform work with management agencies 
and Congress was appreciated by partners in the basin and therefore will be continued as an 
important component of the UMR Basin program. 
 
Restoring the Mississippi River Gorge:  Thanks to work by American Rivers, the St. Paul District of the 
US Army Corps of Engineers decided to proceed with a full disposition study on the Lower St. Anthony 
Falls Lock and Dam and Lock and Dam 1 on the Mississippi River in Minneapolis and St. Paul.  Similar 
studies have led to dam removal and river restoration on the Green and Barren Rivers in Kentucky.  
American Rivers continues to work with the Corps and other partners to develop a dam removal 
option as part of this process, which will especially benefit local smallmouth bass populations. 
 
Raising awareness for endangered rivers:  We released our annual report on America’s Most 
Endangered Rivers®. This year’s list included: Bear River (CA), South Fork Skykomish (WA), Mobile 
Basin (AL), Rappahannock (VA), Green-Toutle River (WA), Neuse and Cape Fear Rivers (NC), Middle 
Fork Flathead (MT), Buffalo River (AR), and Menominee River (WI/MI).  Read more. 
 
Expanding our National River Clean-up program:   American Rivers’ volunteer engagement program, 
National River Cleanup®, continues to mobilize thousands of volunteers to come together to reduce 
the amount of trash polluting our nation’s rivers. Celebrating the 25th anniversary of National River 
Cleanup®, this past year we engaged over 40,000 volunteers at thousands of registered cleanups and 
removed 2.58 million pounds of trash from our waterways. 
 
If you’ve never seen the “Salmon Cannon”, you won’t believe this:  And finally, while the best way 
to get salmon upstream is to take out the dams and let them swim, there is an amazing new system 
that transports salmon over the Cle Elem dam in WA by shooting them through a “salmon cannon”.  
Watch a video that shows how it works (including an interview with American Rivers staff), at this 
website.    
 

 
Our ability to do this work is thanks to the many people who support American Rivers.  If you would 
like to make a difference for our rivers by helping us continue and expand the type of projects you 
see in this report, please consider joining the “Anglers Fund for American Rivers”, which you can do 
either at www.AmericanRivers.org/AnglersFund or by contacting Steve White at (919)720-2901 or 
swhite@americanrivers.org.    
 
Thanks for your interest and support of American Rivers, and good luck with your fishing!  

https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/endangered-rivers/
https://america.cgtn.com/2017/08/24/the-salmon-cannon-sorts-and-shoots-fish-over-a-dam
https://america.cgtn.com/2017/08/24/the-salmon-cannon-sorts-and-shoots-fish-over-a-dam
http://www.americanrivers.org/AnglersFund
mailto:swhite@americanrivers.org

