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Anglers Fund Conservation Update 

Spring 2017 

As you are looking forward to this season’s fishing, we are pleased to share the latest edition 
of American Rivers’ Anglers Fund Conservation Update, highlighting our work to protect and restore 
important fish habitat.  

As the lifeblood of nature and wildlife, the source of two-thirds of Americans’ drinking water, 
and the place where we pursue our favorite fish, rivers are treasures that need to be protected. So 
while planning this year’s fishing, please remember that healthy fish need healthy rivers, and think 
of our work described below.  Thank you for your interest in and support of our rivers, and to learn 
more about how you can help, click here.   

 “5,000 Miles of Wild” campaign seeks 
dramatic increase in protected rivers:   
In celebration of next year’s 50th 
anniversary of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act, we and our partners are 
setting out to add 5,000 miles of rivers 

to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  This 40% increase will protect pristine rivers across 
the country from future dams, diversions, or development.  It is the highest protection in the country 
and an important way to ensure that these rivers will be there for our children and grandchildren.  
You can learn about the candidate rivers and how the program works at this website.   And you can 
watch a short trailer on the program and share your river story at www.5000miles.org.  

2016 one of the best ever for dam removals:   Communities in 21 
states, working in partnership with non-profit organizations and state 
and federal agencies, removed 72 dams in 2016, restoring more 
than 2,100 miles of streams to benefit public safety, open access to 
spawning grounds, and restore the rivers’ natural state. American 
Rivers played a role in 18 of the dam removals and helped train other 
involved groups.  After CA’s Oroville Dam crisis and dam failures in 
the SE due to recent hurricanes, this work is more important than 
ever.  Examples include the Cane River Dam in NC (pictured), the 
Little Buck Creek dam in NC, and the Eckenrode Mills dam on Chest Creek near Patton, PA, whose 
removals help restore native brook trout populations.  Read more.    
 

Victory for southwest Oregon and northern California 
watersheds:   Wild salmon and steelhead were some of 
the biggest winners with a 20-year ban on new mining 
was established for public lands in the Wild and Scenic 
Illinois, Rogue, and Smith River watersheds, as well as 
portions of Pistol River and Hunter Creek.  Public 
support for the protection came in the form of over 
50,000 comments from American Rivers’ members and 
those of our partner organizations.  Read more.  

https://americanrivers.org/donate-now/join-the-anglers-fund/
https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/protecting-rivers/5000-miles-of-wild/
http://www.5000miles.org/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/02/reason-hope-danger-persists-oroville-dam/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/02/celebrating-great-year-dam-removal-2016/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/01/huge-victory-wild-rivers-oregon-california/
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Protecting the Boundary Waters:   Having 
listed the Boundary Waters on our 2013 list 
of America’s Most Endangered Rivers®, 
American Rivers applauds the Department of 
Interior and Department of Agriculture for 
denying two hard-rock mining leases that 
could have had a major impact on the 
health of the rivers, fish and wildlife of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. The Boundary Waters was included on our list due to the 
threat that this sulfide-ore mining project posed to not only this wild place and its inhabitants but 
also the nearly $45 million recreation economy on which this region depends.  Read more. 

Early work to protect southern Montana rivers:  As an example of how we make the protections in 
the 5,000 Miles campaign mentioned above happen, our Northern Rockies office is working with the 
Custer Gallatin National Forest Planning Team to recommend potential new Wild and Scenic eligible 
rivers.  The Custer Gallatin NF spans much of southern Montana and includes dozens of spectacular 
rivers that flow from the Absaroka, Beartooth, Crazy and Gallatin mountain ranges. The current forest 
plan identified only 11 Wild and Scenic eligible rivers.  We recommended 46 streams, 547 stream 
miles, and 175,000 acres of riverside land for administrative protections in the new forest plan. 

150-year-old dam removed on NC’s Haw River:   The Granite 
Mill dam on the Haw River in North Carolina was removed as a 
part of American Rivers’ ongoing partnership with the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, who performed the construction.  The 
removal continues efforts to allow greater fish migration up the 
river. Read more. 

 
Rising temperatures threaten WA’s Green-Duwamish River salmon:   With increased development 
and levees, resulting in declining riverside vegetation, the water temperatures in Washington’s 
Green-Duwamish River basin continue to rise.  This increase threatens native salmon.  Warm water 
holds less dissolved oxygen, which leads to stressed fish and promotes outbreaks of warm water-
related bacterial and parasitic diseases in salmon and trout. These factors can create enough 
conditions to kill fish as they migrate upstream.  American Rivers has called upon the Corps of 
Engineers to create downstream fish passage to help the salmon survive.  Read more.  
 
NC’s Old Catawba River comes back to life:   
Some people probably don’t consider 
hydropower reform very exciting, but the 
results can be.  Last spring you hopefully saw 
that flows to the Old Catawba River below 
Lake James had been restored.  This is a 6 mile 
section of the river from which virtually all 
flows were diverted by Duke Energy’s Catawba 
Dam in 1919.  Previously the Old Catawba only 
received leakage flow from the dam until this 
past spring (see “Before” photo).  As a result 

https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/endangered-rivers/about-mer/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/12/victory-boundary-waters/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/10/haw-river-healthier-without-granite-mill-dam/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/11/river-fever-threatens-native-salmon/
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Maroon Bells; Max and Dee Bernt 

 

of American Rivers’ negotiations with Duke Power, the river now receives seasonally variable flows to 
mimic nature’s cycles and temperatures (see “After” photo).  This truly is bringing the river back to 
life, and the local anglers are enjoying its return. 
 
New protection and a new fight within Colorado River 
headwaters:   New protections have come in place in the 
headwaters of the Colorado River.  The land protection was 
supported through funds from American Rivers and the Gates 
Family Foundation.   Read more.   Additionally, our Colorado 
staff has begun to fight two proposed dams near Aspen on 
both Castle and Maroon Creeks.  The dams would flood 
wilderness in the Maroon Bells-Snowmass Wilderness 
area.  Read more.   
 

NY’s St. Lawrence River benefits from 
international water management plan:   Thanks 
to strong advocacy from Save the River, Citizens 
Campaign for the Environment, American Rivers, 
and others, an international plan has been 
announced to protect the St. Lawrence River.  This 
issue was the focus of our 2016 listing of the St. 
Lawrence River as one of America’s Most 
Endangered Rivers®, and the plan’s authors hope 

to stop the decline of Northern Pike populations in the river.  Read more. 
 
Three meadows and their streams restored in 
California:   We completed three major meadow 
restorations this fall.  The Hope Valley Meadow 
Restoration Project, located on the main-stem West 
Fork Carson River repaired approximately 1 mile of 
streambank within an approximately 400-acre area of 
Hope Valley Meadow. The project focused on improving 

bank stabilization in order to accelerate recovery.  Read 
more. 
 
As a second success story, together with our project partner, the Sierra Foothill Conservancy, we 
completed implementation of the Bean Meadow Restoration Project, located on Bean Creek, a 
tributary of the Merced River. The project employed the pond-and-plug technique to fill a deeply 
entrenched channel to rapidly raise the water table and restore the hydrology of approximately 40 
acres within 250-acre Bean Meadow. 
 
Thirdly, our project partner, the Truckee River Watershed Council, completed implementation of the 
Middle Martis Meadow Restoration Project, located on Martis Creek, a tributary of the Truckee River. 
American Rivers provided funding and support for the project during the permitting phase. The 
project reactivated a historic channel to re-water approximately 25 acres of meadow.  
 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/11/gateway-upper-colorado-permanently-protected/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/10/opposition-growing-aspens-new-dam-proposals/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/12/st-lawrence-plan-2014-approved/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/01/major-meadow-restoration-in-hope-valley-complete/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/01/major-meadow-restoration-in-hope-valley-complete/
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Mississippi River; Bjorn Christianson 

 

Lochsa River; Kevin Lewis 

 

Looking forward to expanding this work, we led a watershed planning meeting in the Pine Creek 
watershed, where meadow restoration is seen as crucial for native trout recovery and where fishing 
is the major economic engine. Half of the town of Spaulding 
(population 150) attended, which was great to see.  
 
Protecting two of Idaho’s treasures:   After listing the Lochsa and 
Middle Fork Clearwater rivers in our 2014 American Rivers’ Most 
Endangered Rivers® report, we are pleased to report that the US 
Forest Service has banned transport of mega-loads along the Hwy 
12 corridor, averting potential threats to the river.  Read more.  
 
Growing the dam removal movement in Western states:  having been a part of early discussions and 
planning, American Rivers was pleased to see the announcement of the Open Rivers Fund, a $50 
million, 10-year commitment to remove aging and obsolete dams and restore rivers across the 
western US.  The Open Rivers Fund is initially funding 3 projects: the Matilija Dam removal in Ventura, 
California; a series of barrier removals in Oregon’s Rogue River basin; and the Nelson Dam removal in 
the Yakima River watershed in Washington, in which we are actively engaged.  The momentum for 
taking out dams continues to build.  Read more. 
  
Showing the high costs of dams:   Not only do dams cause serious damage to rivers (turning them 
into impoundments, degrading water quality, and blocking migrations of fish and wildlife), they also 
can do financial harm to the communities that fund them.  Here is a column about the risky financial 
nature of reservoir construction, quoting Jenny Hoffner of American Rivers.  Read more. 
 
Streamlining the dam removal process:   American Rivers participated in the development of a new 
permit process for low-head dam removals with the Army Corps of Engineers. The new process will 
streamline dam removal permitting within the Corp's nationwide permit by allowing more projects to 
be reviewed under the simpler permit process and limiting the number of dam removal projects that 
need to be submitted and reviewed as individual permits. 
 
Letting the Mississippi River breathe out when it 
needs to:   After receiving strong input from American 
Rivers and our partners, the US Dept. of the Interior 
decided in January that it will not proceed with a 
Mississippi River flood-control project unless it can 
mitigate its potential environmental damage.  
Blocking the New Madrid Levee will keep this critical 
70,000 acre floodplain and 53,000 acre wetland in their natural state, benefiting wildlife, waterfowl, 
and fish.  Read more. 
 
Five Massachusetts dam removals completed:   Through our former NOAA partnership program, AR 
provided funding, key technical assistance, and partner support to dam removal projects on 
Rattlesnake Brook in Freetown; Shawsheen River in Andover (two dams); Third Herring Brook in 
Hanover; and Beaver Brook in Plymouth. Further, a long stalled dam removal on the Mill River in 
Taunton is again moving forward and will be ready for construction this coming season. Today these 
projects are managed by our partners and are just a part of the swell of over two dozen active dam 
removals in Massachusetts, which is due in part to American Rivers' role in the region. 
 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/01/mega-victory-for-idaho-rivers/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/12/washington-nelson-dam-coming-down/
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/millions-tax-dollars-wasted-risky-reservoirs/fig0ASpNcUWkFY25dLHK6O/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2017/02/obamas-gift-mississippi-river/
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Winooski River; Lowell George 

 

White River; Amy Singler 

 

Beautiful New England trout habitat restored:   The Randolph Dam 
on the Third Branch of the Vermont’s White River was removed in 
mid-September opening access to over 90 miles of beautiful trout 
habitat. American Rivers initiated this project two years ago and has 
worked with the White River Partnership to complete the final 
design and manage the removal construction. 

 
Celebrating 25 years of National River Cleanup:   American Rivers has 
marked our 25th anniversary of facilitating and helping local groups 
clean up their local rivers with a great 2016, including 1,953 registered 
clean-ups; 47,648 volunteers; 3.4 million pounds of trash removed, and 
7,899 river miles affected.  As you can see from the photo, it feels good 

to help a river.  Read more.  
 

Grant received for major dam removal on Washington’s Nooksack:   A major foundation in the 
Pacific Northwest has pledged a $4 million grant over three years to American Rivers to support 
efforts to remove the Middle Fork Diversion Dam from the Middle Fork Nooksack River near 
Bellingham, Washington. Removing the dam will open more than 26 miles of river for threatened 
salmon and steelhead, and restore habitat for bull trout in the Middle Fork Nooksack River. The 
project will increase the amount of available habitat by 30 percent and is expected to increase the 
river’s Puget Sound Chinook population from 1,200 to 25,000. 
 
Great recommendation from Outside Magazine:   Outside Magazine 
named American Rivers as one of the “6 Best Environmental Groups to 
Donate to for a Better World” (click here for the article).   If you like 
what you see, please consider joining the Anglers Fund by clicking here. 
 
 

 
Thank you for your interest in and support of our work to protect and restore important fish habitat.   
 
The benefits that our fisheries receive from this work are thanks to the many people who support 
American Rivers.  If you would like to make a difference for our rivers by helping us continue and 
expand the type of projects you see in this report, please consider joining the “Anglers Fund for 
American Rivers”, which you can do either at www.AmericanRivers.org/AnglersFund or by contacting 
Steve White at (919)720-2901 or swhite@americanrivers.org.    
 
Thanks again, and good luck with your fishing!  

3/7/17 

 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/12/celebrating-nrc-2016-river-heros/
https://www.outsideonline.com/2144781/6-best-environmental-groups-donate-better-world
http://www.americanrivers.org/AnglersFund
http://www.americanrivers.org/AnglersFund
mailto:swhite@americanrivers.org

