
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With the hope that you enjoyed lots of time on your favorite rivers this summer, I’m pleased to share the 
latest edition of our River Guardian Conservation Update, which gives you a closer look at some of our 
recent successes and ongoing work around the country.  Everything we do protects and restores the 
natural function of streams and rivers so that human and natural communities can thrive. Please enjoy the 
report, and thank you for your interest in and support of our work!   

 

Helping Cities Act Like Forests:  When it comes to rivers, we believe 
nature really does know best. That’s why our Clean Water Supply 
program is promoting OneWater, which is shorthand for managing urban 
water in a way that resembles the natural water cycle – the process many 
of us learned about in elementary school.  Healthy, naturally functioning 
river systems are crucial assets for the cities that depend on them. The 
OneWater approach recognizes that drinking water, stormwater, and 
wastewater ultimately come from, and return to, the same source, 
recirculating forever.  We are showing cities how to manage their water 
in a holistic way that can lead to multiple benefits, including recharging 
groundwater, reducing and filtering polluted runoff, and minimizing 
sewage overflow. At the national OneWater Summit, American Rivers 
hosted sessions on how integrated approaches are being used 
successfully in cities around the country, including Atlanta, GA; 
Harrisburg, PA; Raleigh/Durham, NC; Richmond/San Pablo, CA; Toledo, 
OH; Milwaukee, WI; and Tucson, AZ.  

 
Moving from Water Wars to Triple Win:  In the desert 
southwest land is dry, water is scarce, and the Colorado 
River is drained before it reaches the sea.  Yet the city of 
Tucson, Arizona uses far less than its allowed allocation 
from the river, has a water supply that exceeds its annual 
need, and is able to recharge its groundwater supply.  
Working with our local partners, American Rivers is 
helping Tucson become a model of best practices for 
water use in the Colorado River basin.  New water-
sharing agreements between the city and its surrounding 
agricultural land could leverage the current city water 
surplus to incentivize efficient water use by nearby 
farms. If adopted, the new agreements would result in 
long-term reductions in demand for water - and the 

water “saved” would go back to the river. Creative collaboration of this kind could mean a win for the city, a 
win for farmers, and a win for the Colorado River.  
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Bipartisan Focus on the Benefits of Dam Removal:  Taking down 
outdated dams is essential to the recovery of fish populations and 
habitat restoration for other wildlife, all while yielding immediate, 
practical benefit for people.  Working with the White House Council 
on Environmental Quality and a coalition of diverse partners, 
including groups like Taxpayers for Common Sense, we have been 
working on a national campaign to raise fresh awareness of the many 
good reasons to remove dams. The problem of aging infrastructure in 
the U.S. has been well publicized in recent years, and dams falling 
into disrepair may be at risk for failure. We are helping local citizens 
to connect the dots between the responsibilities of dam ownership at 
the federal, state and local levels, and the spending required to 
maintain older dams, many of which are no longer serving their 
original purposes.  This includes additional liability associated with 
dams as a safety hazard to swimmers and boaters who may not 
understand that the force of water over even a low dam can create an 
undertow from which they cannot escape. Removing such dams is 
often the most cost-effective solution.  In a contentious political 
climate, we believe that saving lives – and taxpayer money – is 
something on which folks from “both sides of the aisle” can agree.  

Bilingual Outreach for River Conservation:  If a picture is worth a 
thousand words, film can be an even more powerful tool for teaching 
and activism. Over the past few years American Rivers has been 
sharing compelling river stories through short films.  Last year we 
released our first Spanish-language film, Yo Soy Rojo (I Am Red), 
about the Colorado River.  Since then, our Denver office has 
partnered with the Hispanic Access Foundation to help empower the 
Latino community to advocate for the Colorado River.  The film was 
shared, primarily through church congregations, with tens of 
thousands of Latinos throughout the region. This summer, basin 
director Matt Rice presented at the Latino Media Forum in Las Vegas, 
where he discussed Colorado River issues with 16 media outlets, 
including Univision and Telemundo.  A second Spanish language film, 
on the Rio Grande, is in production. You can watch Yo Soy Rojo (in 
Spanish and English; running time about 3.5 minutes) and other 
shorts on our website at: www.americanrivers.org/rivers/films/ 

SPECIAL THANKS  

We recognize, with deep 
gratitude, milestones of those 
who have been annual River 
Guardians through FY16: 

Ten-Year Annual River Guardians 
Paul and Maryann Allison 

Judith Buechner 

Dan and Susan Carlson 

John Cromlish 

Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton 

Robert and Cynthia Feldman 

Randall and Ellen Frank 

Murray Lapides 

Ralph “Skip” Luken 

Cartter and Lee Patten 

John Reilly and Lise Woodard 

Nancy Winter 

Helen Yeisley 

 
Five-Year Annual River Guardians 
Anonymous (4) 

Sandra Adams and Tom Roberts 

Eleanor Bookwalter and Otto Frenzel 

Claire Davis 

Del DuBois 

Marianne Gabel 

Jessie Harris & Woody Cunningham 

Mrs. Francis Hatch 

Stephen Irish 

Edward Juda 

Richard Levi 

Lisel Loy 

George and Susan Matelich 

Molly Reinhart 

Marie Ridder 

Farwell Smith 

Jennifer Stanley 

Albert and Susan Wells 

William J. Wiener 

Donald and Patricia Wolfe 

 
 

Did we miss you?  We may not 
have your current phone number 
or email on file. Contact us and 
we’ll be sure to include you in the 
next River Guardian 
Conservation Update! 
 

Letters from members of Latino 
church congregations in support of 
the Colorado River 

 

http://www.americanrivers.org/rivers/films/
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Building River Resilience in the Face of Climate Change:  Fifty miles northwest of Mount 
Rainier, the Teanaway Community Forest is home to wolves, elk, and spotted owl and is critical 
habitat for the recovery of steelhead, salmon, and bull trout.  For the past six decades, logging, 
grazing, and agriculture have taken a toll on the land surrounding the Teanaway River and its 
tributaries, compromising both the physical form of the streams and the groundwater that 
replenishes them. Adding insult to injury, climate change modeling predicts that the area will face 
lower flows and warmer water temperatures in summers to come. Working with local partners, we 
are restoring natural flows and resiliency to this sub-basin of the Yakima River.  Using natural 
materials that are readily available, our projects will raise streambeds and reconnect the Teanaway 
and its tributaries to the natural floodplain. Our projects will restore and stabilize the ecosystem 
and proactively prepare the area to be resilient in the face of future climate conditions. 

First Steps Along a Blue Trail:  More communities are adopting 
“blue trails” to promote river-friendly recreation and land 
conservation.  How is a Blue Trail born? Here’s an example: 
Southwestern North Carolina boasts some of the greatest 
biodiversity in the country, and rivers there are home to many 
unique, native species. They also face increasing pressure from 
tourism and sprawl development.   Along the Tuckaseigee River, a 
major tributary to the Little Tennessee River, we are working with 
local stakeholders, including recreational and conservation partners, 
to create a land conservation plan for the surrounding watershed.  
The next step will be a community visioning process to assess the 
potential for establishing a Blue Trail along the Tuckaseigee.  The 
vision will culminate with the creation of a map showing boating and 
fishing access points, greenways, birdwatching areas, and 
conservation work being done along the river. 

 

We also extend warm greetings to the River Guardians who joined us in FY16. 
Welcome and welcome back!  Your support makes all of this good work possible. 

Anonymous (2)    Fiona Mechem (CO) 
Francis & Frances Abbott (PA)  Stephen Mills (TX) 
William E. Baird  (CO)   Rick and Sue Neff (MT) 
Susan N. Clark (CA)    Mary W. Novak (CA)  
Anne French (CA)    Kenton Rexford (PA) 
Gabelli Foundation (NY)   Gordon Rodda & Renee Rondeau (CO)  
Linda Glick  (AK)    Elizabeth Sherwood (GA) 
Holly and Aaron Hollar (TN)  Cy and Joanne Spurlino (FL) 
Susan Lane (MI)     Frank Schumann & Heather Pullen (WA) 
Irene Lang & David Hart (ME)  John and Holly Tarlow (MT) 

Patrick Mackey (FL) 
 
 

Tuckaseigee River. Photo: Mary Ann Baker 
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Ackerson Meadow, Yosemite National Park. Photo: Luke Hunt 

 

Working with Landowners for River Health:   River conservation efforts have the best chance of 
success when all interested parties get together to agree on solutions.  In the Upper Mississippi 
basin, we are partnering with Iowa Rivers Revival to offer workshops and training for rural 
landowners along the Des Moines River corridor.  We hosted small group sessions with farmers to 
provide an overview of the benefits and opportunities associated with river restoration and to hear 
to their concerns and priorities. Topsoil erosion emerged as a main concern of agricultural 
properties, and riverbank lands are also valued for access to hunting, fishing, and 
boating.  Conservation solutions can include restoring riverbank areas with plantings of native 
grasses and other habitat for pollinators; cover cropping techniques to reduce erosion and runoff; 
and putting easements in place to create buffers along the riverbank. The landowner sessions are 
part of a collaborative effort to create a Riverfront Master Plan for Webster County and the City of 
Fort Dodge.  Information on riverside land protection is available on our website at: 
www.BlueTrailsGuide.org. 

Yosemite Acquisition for Tuolumne Health:   In its largest expansion since 1949, Yosemite 
National Park has received a gift of Ackerson Meadow: 400 acres of wetlands and meadows critical 
to the health of the South Fork of the Tuolumne River.  American Rivers played a key role making it 
happen by bringing together the landowners, the National Park Service, and the Trust for Public 
Land; by keeping the negotiations on course at critical points; and by funding the property 
appraisal through a grant from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. Luke Hunt, our Director of 
Headwaters Conservation, was invited to take part in the acquisition ceremony at Yosemite.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Time to renew? 
  

You can renew you River Guardian membership easily and conveniently online at: 
  

www.americanrivers.org/riverguardian 
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Dam Safety and Weather’s “New Normal”: Extreme storms 
are happening more frequently and higher flood levels are 
becoming more common, sending storm surges through 
neighborhoods and downtowns across the country.  August’s 
severe storm in Louisiana was the eighth “500-year rain” in 
the U.S. in just over a year, according to NOAA.  And when big 
storms hit the Carolina coast last year, more than three dozen 
dams failed in South Carolina alone.  A strategy of dam 
removal and better dam management can help foresighted 
communities prepare for catastrophic weather events.  Dam 
owners can be proactive in ensuring that structures on their 
property meet modern design criteria and comply with 
maintenance requirements.  And in cases where owners can’t 
afford necessary repairs, removing a dam may be cheaper – 
and safer – than leaving a flawed dam in place.   

American Rivers is working to make dam removal easier.  The first step to removing a dam may be 
cutting red tape.  Getting the go-ahead to take down a dam can be a confusing and strenuous 
process; in some states, as many as 10 permits may be required!  A cumbersome approval process 
also costs the public more money, and may result in poorly-designed removal projects that cut 
corners when it comes to best practices for river health – and at worst is a deterrent to taking a 
dams down at all. Our Restoration and Policy staff is working toward a proposed nation-wide 
permit for dam removal, which would streamline the Army Corps “404” permitting process by 
reducing the number of projects that need multiple approvals. The effort shows that regulators are 
aware that dam removals are beneficial projects that should be made easier to accomplish.  

Wild and Scenic Prepares for 50th Anniversary:  Free-flowing 
rivers provide clean water and flood protection, are a base for 
recreation and tourism, and support the entire web of life. Yet 
throughout the 20th century, national policies and attitudes toward 
the development of rivers created a lot of poor planning as our 
nation’s rivers were dammed, dredged, diked, diverted, and 
degraded at an alarming rate. To halt this crisis, Congress created the 
National Wild and Scenic River system in 1968. Fifty years later, a 
Wild and Scenic designation is still one of the most effective tools for 
protecting river ecosystems in our country.  Now through 2020, 
American Rivers has set a goal of protecting 5,000 new river miles in 
our 5,000 Miles of Wild initiative – and collecting 5,000 rivers stories.  
You can share why you love rivers and the reasons you feel they’re 
worth saving at #MyRiverStory #5000Miles 

 

 

 

Save natural resources by sharing your email address! By providing your email contact, 
you allow us to send news updates, gift acknowledgments, special invitations, and more electronically. 
You will receive only a few emails per year from the River Guardian program, and we will not share 
your information.  Email Robinne at rgray@americanrivers.org and to keep your email address on file. 

Cane River Dam, NC. Photo: Jeffrey Rich 
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Klamath River; Photo: James Norman 

 

Historic Agreement to Remove Four Klamath River Dams:   In a 
move that holds great promise for the future health of the Klamath 
River, the executive branches of California and Oregon, the U.S. Depts. 
of Interior and Commerce, and PacifiCorp signed an Agreement in 
Principle (AIP) this past spring to pursue removal of PacifiCorp’s four 
Klamath River dams. The AIP, which American Rivers has actively 
supported for years, calls for transferring the dams to a new non-profit 
corporation that aims to remove the dams by 2020.  The non-profit, 
Klamath River Restoration Corporation, and PacifiCorp have filed the 
applications to move the project forward toward this great goal.   

 

Virtual Landfill Helps Keep Trash Out of Rivers:   River 
cleanups don’t have to happen in or on a river.  When trash is 
tossed on the sidewalk or left behind in a park, those bottles, 
cans, and snack wrappers don’t always make it to a trash can. 
A strong rain or wind can drive that trash right into storm 
drains. What many don’t realize is that storm drains empty 
into our rivers – and more than 65 percent of Americans get 
our drinking water from rivers.  In honor of the 25th 
anniversary of our National River Cleanup program, we’re 
asking people around the country to pledge to pick up 25 
pieces of trash in 25 days, and to snap photos of their efforts.  
Anyone who uses the hashtag #RiverCleanup on social media 
outlets like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram will 
automatically have their photo put into the NRC Virtual Landfill. The virtual landfill is a potent 
illustration of the trash problem our rivers face – but also of the thousands of individuals and local 
groups who are working to keep trash out of their local waterways. To make your pledge and tour 
the landfill, visit: https://www.americanrivers.org/river-cleanup-map/ 

 
 

About the  
RIVER GUARDIANS 

 

River Guardians are leaders in funding our work to protect, conserve, and restore our nation’s rivers. 

With an annual gift of $1,000 or more, you are part of a community of our most steadfast supporters  -- 

friends who, like you, understand the critical role of rivers in clean drinking water, healthy ecosystems, and 

active recreation, and who know the value of safeguarding the health of rivers. Made up of a diverse group of 

river enthusiasts, from paddlers to hikers, birders to anglers, and nature lovers of all sorts, River Guardians 

understand that our rivers are under greater pressures than ever before and choose to protect them.  

 

Please join us in making a difference for our rivers by joining the community of River Guardians at 

www.AmericanRivers.org/RiverGuardian or by contacting Robinne Gray at 202-243-7041 or 

rgray@americanrivers.org.    


