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Anglers Fund Conservation Update 

Fall 2016 

Hoping that you’ve enjoyed lots of time on the river this summer, we are pleased to share the 
latest edition of American Rivers’ Anglers Fund Conservation Update, highlighting our work to protect 
and restore important fish habitat. Since summer is “dam removal season”, you will see lots of 
successful projects clearing rivers of barriers that have outlived their useful purpose, as well as many 
other projects.  Whether we are opening access to spawning grounds by removing outdated dams, 
protecting rivers with Wild and Scenic designations, or restoring floodplains and meadows, virtually 
all of this work helps to improve the health of our rivers and our fisheries.   

At the heart of this report is the fact that healthy fish need 
healthy rivers – something we as anglers know and care about.  Please 
enjoy the report and thank you for your interest in and support for our 
rivers. To learn more about how you can help, click here.   

Historic agreement to remove four Klamath River dams:   After more 
than a decade of negotiations in which American Rivers played a key 
role, on August 24th the current dam owner PacifiCorp and the newly 
formed Klamath River Renewal Corporation (KRRC), the nonprofit 
formed to manage the deconstruction project, filed applications with 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for approvals to transfer 
ownership of the dams to the newly formed KRRC and to remove the 
dams. These applications are major steps toward removing the dams in 
2020 and opening access to more than 300 miles of habitat for salmon 
and steelhead. Read more. 

Large dam removal in North Carolina:   As a 
major restoration success, we began the removal 
of Shuford Dam, 35 feet high and 275 feet long, 
from the Henry Fork River, a main tributary to the 
South Fork of the Catawba River.  The dam had 
blocked aquatic species passage, degraded 
habitat in the impounded section of river, and 
caused water quality concerns.  With our 
partners, we have completed the first phase of 
the project by removing a large portion of the dam to allow drainage of the impoundment.  Full 
removal will be completed this fall, with habitat recovery not far behind.  Read more.   

 
Fighting a dangerous mine on Montana’s Smith River:   Building upon 
prior listings as one of America’s Most Endangered Rivers® and the 
deployment of three Smith River action centers across western Montana, 
we have been raising awareness on the proposed copper mine in its 
headwaters.  A recent poll we helped fund with Montana Conservation 
Voters shows 64% of Montanans support protecting the river!  We are 
actively getting Montanans to ask Montana Gov. Steve Bullock to direct 

https://americanrivers.org/donate-now/join-the-anglers-fund/
https://americanrivers.org/conservation-resource/news-agreements-klamath-dam-removal/
https://americanrivers.org/2016/08/shuford-dam-removal/
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his agencies to deny a permit for the mine unless it can be shown that it poses zero risk to the river’s 
water quality and famed wild trout fishery.  You can read a former mining company president’s 
description of why this mine is not worth the risk and take action by clicking here. 
 
Big step forward in removing the Bloede Dam on the 
Patapsco River in Maryland:   The project to remove Bloede 
Dam on the Patapsco River in Maryland was put out for 
construction bid by the Restoration Program in April. At 
approximately $9 million, the project is the largest project 
ever managed by American Rivers. The project team hosted a 
pre-bid meeting with potential contractors, and also released 
a separate Request for Proposals to solicit a contractor to 
oversee the construction process on-the-ground. More to 
come. 
 

Removing a NC dam nearly in ruins:   Looking like something 
out of a gothic movie, if there was ever an example of a dam 
that had outlived its purpose, this was it.  American Rivers and 
our partners celebrated the kickoff of the demolition of the 
Cane River dam on the Cane River near Burnsville, NC. The Cane 
River is home to the endangered Appalachian elktoe mussel and 
the Eastern hellbender, and the dam is just downstream of what 
some people say is their favorite trout water on earth. The Blue 
Ridge Resource Conservation & Development Council and the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service have been working on this project 
for many years and American Rivers is proud to be a partner in 
its removal. 
 

Blocking an unneeded dam in NC:   American Rivers achieved another victory in protecting the First 
Broad River from an unneeded dam/reservoir in Cleveland County. Working with the Southern 
Environmental Law Center, American Rivers has continued to support the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ position that the new reservoir is unjustified. The Corps ruled that it will officially close the 
case unless Cleveland County Water can provide a new and reasonable justification, essentially 
stopping the project.  The river is host to a variety of fish, ranging from smallmouth bass to trout. 
 
Cleaning up TN’s Harpeth River helps many fish species:   
After listing Tennessee’s Harpeth River as one of America’s 
Most Endangered Rivers® (MER) in 2015, we have seen 
great progress with cleaning up unpermitted wastewater 
that impacted the river’s health.  A U.S. District Court 
enforceable settlement will require the city of Franklin to 
bring their sewage treatment plant into compliance.  This 
is great news for the many fish species in the river, 
including trout and bass.  Read more. 
 
Steps towards protecting MT’s Gallatin River:   Following our most recent presentation to their 
Board, the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce voted to formally endorse our Wild and Scenic Rivers 
proposal for the Gallatin River and two tributaries (the Taylor Fork and Porcupine Creek). Likewise, a 

https://americanrivers.org/2016/08/smith-river-copper-mine-not-worth-risk/
https://www.americanrivers.org/2016/09/victory-harpeth-river/
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subcommittee of the Gallatin Community Collaborative voted to endorse our Wild and Scenic 
proposal for portions of the Gallatin, Madison and Yellowstone river drainages.   If you have fished 
these beautiful rivers, you will know how important protecting them is, and local support is critical.  
 
Legal milestone for Columbia River salmon:   American Rivers has won a major victory in our 15-year 
lawsuit challenging the federal government’s failure to adequately protect endangered salmon in the 
operation of dams in the Columbia River system.  A federal district court opinion accepted American 
Rivers’ position, which will result in consideration of removing the lower Snake River dams.   
 
Securing easements on SC’s Waccamaw River:   American Rivers and the Upper Waccamaw Task 
Force were successful in putting into permanent conservation a 494-acre tract along the Waccamaw 
River Blue Trail.  Approximately half of the land is destined to be added to the Waccamaw National 
Wildlife Refuge, where American Rivers organized volunteers to create a boat launch, parking lot and 
trails.  The other half will be held by the City of Conway.   The river holds red-breast bream and bass. 
 

AR plays key role in expanding Yosemite National 
Park, helping Tuolumne River headwaters:   In its 
largest expansion since 1949, Yosemite National Park 
has received a gift of Ackerson Meadow, 400 acres of 
wetlands and meadows which are critical to the 
health of the South Fork of the Tuolumne River. 
American Rivers played a key role in this project by 
bringing together the landowners, National Park 
Service, and the Trust for Public Land, by keeping the 
negotiations on course at critical points, and by 
funding the property appraisal through a grant from 

the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. The family that formerly owned the property so trusts American 
Rivers that Luke Hunt, our Director of Headwaters Conservation, has been asked to appear for them 
at a ceremony in Yosemite.  Meadows play a huge role in water quality and supply.  Read more.  
 
Restoring California’s San Joaquin floodplain:   Thanks to a grant for $3 million dollars from The Delta 
Conservancy, work is underway on the San Joaquin River to restore 2,000 acres of floodplain near 
Stockton to reduce flood risk and restore habitat for salmon and other fish and wildlife. The Delta 
Conservancy is also supporting us to enhance stream habitat and recreation on nearly a mile of 
Marsh Creek, a tributary to the San Joaquin River near Brentwood on the edge of the Delta. To learn 
more about the San Joaquin River, please click here to watch a short American Rivers documentary. 
 
Pushing for New York’s St. Lawrence River restoration:   With our listing of the St. Lawrence River as 
one of this year’s “Most Endangered Rivers”® 
(MER), we are working for the restoration of 
the St. Lawrence River through the adoption 
of Plan 2014.  Responding to the long-term 
decline in the quality of the fishery, Plan 2014 
promotes management approaches that can 
restore the river, its fish, and their habitat. To 
read a guest blog by Congresswoman Elise 
Stefanik on the importance of this critical 
issue, click here. 

https://americanrivers.org/2016/09/yosemite-national-park-grows-400-acres/
https://americanrivers.org/rivers/films/walt-saving-the-san-joaquin-river/
https://americanrivers.org/2016/06/move-plan-2014-forward/
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Restoring the Colorado River’s headwaters:   A $10 million dollar funding proposal from American 
Rivers, Trout Unlimited, a coalition of ranching families, and other partners to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service was approved to move to the next phase under the agency’s Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).  The project will restore 12 miles of the headwaters of the 
Colorado River for the environment and by-pass the Windy Gap reservoir (the root cause of the trout-
damaging Whirling disease in the US).  It is one of the largest restoration projects in Upper Basin ever.   
 
A key dam removed on New Jersey’s Musconetcong River:   As 
part of a larger effort to restore 42 miles of the Musconetcong 
River, we are celebrating the removal of the Hughesville Dam.  U.S. 
Department of the Interior Sec. Jewell (pictured, 2nd from left) 
joined AR staff and others to mark the milestone.  Read more.  

 
Broadening our work in the Midwest:   American Rivers in 
partnership with Iowa Rivers Revival is working to build capacity for river restoration in the Midwest.  
At a recent river restoration workshop that we jointly led, we focused  on the technical aspects of 
river restoration.  This educational outreach supports other work we are currently doing to enhance 
recreation and to protect and restore the Des Moines River corridor and its habitat for walleye, white 
bass, and stripers.  
 
Celebrating World Migrating Fish Day:   To help celebrate World Migrating Fish Day in May, our New 
England Dam Removal specialist posted 10 cool facts about migratory fish.  My favorite is #8:  Salmon 
can jump up to 6.5 feet to clear a waterfall.  Read the list here.  
 
CNN’s “Wonder List” shows the Colorado River’s challenges:   CNN aired a “Wonder List” episode 
this summer on the Colorado River, featuring American Rivers’ staff members Sinjin Eberle and Matt 
Rice, who spoke on the water issues ranging from the headwaters of the river in Grand County to 
Hoover Dam near Las Vegas.  The show received close to 1 million viewers. To watch, click here. 
 
Cutthroats love flies tied in American Rivers’ logo colors:   Lastly, I wanted 
to share a photo of a beautiful, native cutthroat trout (caught in a wild, 
free-flowing river on one of our Anglers Fund trips to Wyoming) that ate a 
fly tied in our logo colors by famed Jackson Hole fly-tier Scott Sanchez.  
Knowing that there is no bug in nature that looks like this, the fish must 
have wanted to do its part to support river conservation.  Fish on! 
 

 
Thank you for your interest in and support of our work to protect and restore important fish habitat.   
 
The benefits that our fisheries receive from this work are thanks to the many people who support 
American Rivers.  If you would like to make a difference for our rivers by helping us continue and 
expand the type of projects you see in this report, please consider joining the “Anglers Fund for 
American Rivers”, which you can do either at www.AmericanRivers.org/AnglersFund or by contacting 
Steve White at (919)720-2901 or swhite@americanrivers.org.    
 
Thanks again, and good luck with your fishing! 

09/23/16 

https://www.doi.gov/mediaadvisories/secretary-jewell-join-state-partners-hughesville-dam-removal-project-musconetcong
https://americanrivers.org/2016/05/10-things-migratory-fish/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/31/travel/wonder-list-bill-weir-colorado-river/index.html
http://www.americanrivers.org/AnglersFund
mailto:swhite@americanrivers.org

