Lesson Plan #65

EXPLORING
ANALOGOUS
PATTERNS

Using Stencils as a
Resist During Glazing
by Kathy Skaggs

Patterns are all around us. Patterns can make
an object stand out from its surroundings or
camouflage it. Some of the most dramatic
patterns found in nature use analogous colors,
which are next to each other on the color
wheel. Explore combining patterns from
nature and your favorite analogous color
combinations to bring depth to the surface
of your next ceramic project.

Lesson Plan Goals and Objects
l

l

l

Students will learn to create a pattern and use a motif to
create repeating patterns.
Students will learn to recognize analogous, warm and cool
systems that occur in nature.
Students will learn to select and apply AMACO® TP and TC
low-fire gloss glazes to a bisque surface using a sponge and
newspaper as a resist.

This lesson is adaptable and suitable for grades K-12.

National Visual Art and Core Standards
Tools & Materials
l
l

l
l
l

l

AMACO® Small Silk Sponges (11243N)
AMACO® Low Fire Glazes (Cone 05)
Teacher’s Palette (TP), various colors
Newspaper
Bowl of water
Scissors

l

l

l

Understanding and applying media, techniques,
and processes.
Choosing a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.
Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics
of artwork.
Making connections between visual arts and other
disciplines (specifically Science).

Background

1. Many ceramic artists throughout time have found

2. Ask students to list patterns and where they find them

whether their work is representational or abstract. There are
thousands of patterns all around us that can be a starting
place to create new and exciting ceramic work.

How do those patterns change the appearance of something?
How do the colors of the pattern affect our perception of
them? What if the patterns were analogous colors?
Yellow and orange zebras?

inspiration from nature,

everyday.

Step-by-Step Instructions

1. Using a sponge dab one coat of the lightest glaze color (or white
to select colors later). The first coat of glaze must dry thoroughly.
The dry glazed surface will help the tile stay moist once the project
is started.

2. Cut various size patterns from newspaper. Cutting extra shapes

will make the process easier. Cut simple shapes or fold paper in half
or quarters to create symmetrical designs.

4. To start the project use a dry flat sponge and dab the lightest

color over the dry glaze. While the glaze is still moist dip your newspaper into a bowl of clean water, shake off the excess water, and lay
the newspaper shape on the damp glaze surface. For the first layer
it sometimes works best if the newspaper shapes do not over lap. If
needed tap down the newspaper with a moist finger.

5. While the newspaper and glaze are still moist use a clean dry

sponge to apply the second color. Remember not to let the layers of
glaze and newspaper dry – the newspaper will not stick to a dry glaze
surface.

Analagous Colors
Maize

Maize

Frog Green

Pumpkin

Midnight Blue

Scarlet

3. Select three analogous colors that range from light to dark in
value.

6. Dip more newspaper shapes into the water, shake off the excess
water, and apply them on the moist second color. This is a good
time to overlap the newspaper pieces to create an interesting
pattern.

7. While the second layer of newspaper patterns are still moist

sponge on your darkest glaze color. Once this is complete use a pin
tool or bamboo skewer to carefully remove all the paper before it
dries.

8. The piece is ready to be ﬁred to Cone 05.

Suggested Time Management:
(Or Pacing Guide, or Pacing Suggestions)
Class 1. Prepare the area that will be decorated by applying a
base coat of glaze. This needs to dry thoroughly.

Class 2 and 3. Spend time cutting interesting shapes. This is a
good time to discuss shape, pattern, and motif with students.

Class 4. Create your paper resist and glaze design. Have every-

thing ready to go. Once students start their project they need to
complete the design in one session so that it doesn’t dry before they
are done.

Suggestion. For shorter classes or younger students keep it

simple by using only one layer of newspaper and two glaze colors.

TP-11 Cotton, TP-51 Grape,
TP-52 Raspberry and TP-53 Pig Pink
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