
 THOSE TO SERVE
WEEK OF JULY 17, 2011

Announcements

Greeters

Bobby Rothfus

J. & D. Peek

B. & B. Barnes

K. & R. Wagner

MORNING WORSHIP
Song Leader

First Prayer

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Jonothan Whitson

Ron Brown

David Dalton

 Roger Thomas

 SERVE AT TABLE MORNING
NORTH

Ron Brown

Lonnie Rice

Aaron Goolsby

John Ford

SOUTH

Bob Allen

Cliff Raney

Keith Richardson

Nathan McCurdy

EVENING WORSHIP
Song Leader

First Prayer

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Jay Whitson

Carl Wilmoth

David Dalton

Andy Cobb

SERVE AT TABLE EVENING
Jondan Rothfus John Ford

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
JULY 20, 2011

Song Leader

First Prayer

Scripture Reading

Devotional Talk

Closing Prayer

Jeff Allen

Henry Robinson

Derek Crawford

Jonothan Whitson

Jere Whitson

REMEMBER:
Pantry Item for This Week.  

Vienna Sausage

MEETING TIMES:
SUNDAY

Bible Study ....................9:00 A.M.

Morning Worship.........10:00 A.M.

Evening Bible Study......5:25 P.M.

Evening Worship...........6:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY

Bible Study.....................7:00 P.M.

GOSPEL BROADCAST SUPPORTED
James Watkins, Sunday 7:30 AM – Ch.11

GOSPEL BROADCAST RECOMMENDED

Search, Sunday - 7:00 AM – UPN

Steve Bowman, Sunday - 7:15AM–1400AM
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THE WORK OF THE PREACHER
The preacher certainly has a work and he should be involved in accomplishing the

work which is his.  There seems to be some controversy among brethren concerning just
what the work of the preacher is.  A complied list of each member's expectations of the
preacher, would fill several pages.  Many individuals do not make the proper distinctions
concerning the preacher's work, the elder's work, the deacon's work, and the work of each
member of the church.  Recently a notice was posted of a congregation looking for another
preacher.  The last line under the “Description of what we are looking for” section said, “A
man who can feel comfortable being a minister, shepherd, and deacon when needed in all
areas.”   This is a sad statement of the modern church's view of the preacher.  In hiring a
preacher, many congregations want to select a man that will do their work for them!   It is
obvious in the above statement that those listing the requirements had not even given
consideration to the biblical requirements attached to being a shepherd or a deacon.
However, this statement is a statement of modern practice.  Many congregations expect the
preacher to shepherd the flock and to also take care of all the benevolent cases.  If these
things are the responsibility of the preacher, why did God designate the offices of elders and
deacons?  If one individual should be responsible for all these areas, why did the apostles
appoint men to take care of benevolence so that they would not have to leave the things of
the word of God (Acts 6:2)?

It is obvious that most congregations now seek for a preacher to be their chief
executive officer.  It seems that the modern picture is that the elders rule as a board of
directors and the preacher carries out what they designate should be done.  Sadly, many
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times elderships also fall into this practice.  Somewhere in time the church has lost the
picture that the elders are the shepherds (1 Peter 5:1-4).  The elders carry the front-line
responsibility to care for the individual sheep of the flock and not the preacher. James even
directed, “Is any sick among you?  Let him call for the elders of the church . . .” (James
5:14).    Somewhere in time the church has lost the designation given to the deacons who
are positioned in the church to be the servants of the body in a variety of ways.  The depth
of this problem is seen in one congregation’s written expectations for their preacher.
According to this congregation the preacher’s duties included [as presented by them]:
“Prepare and preach Sunday mornings and evenings; Prepare and teach Bible Study
classes on Sunday and Wednesday; Lead Wednesday evening devotional; Maintain posted
office hours; Visit members who are in need of encouragement; Visit erring members; Aide
members during difficult moments such as sickness, death, and etc.; Visit homebound and
hospitalized members; Conduct weddings and funerals; On call 24/7 in case of an
emergency; Participate in other congregational duties as directed by the eldership; Set up
and assist in home bible studies; Take an active role in the community by participating in
community events; Be hospitable to others by hosting them in your home; Lead Lads to
Leaders program; Lead other evangelistic efforts as directed by the eldership; Oversee and
take part in the day-to-day operations of the Church; Assist in physical upkeep of the
building, property, etc. as needed; Weekly bulletin preparation as needed; Weekly
PowerPoint of announcements; and Other administrative duties as directed by the
eldership.” If this is not enough to emphasize the point, another congregation, in their job
description, required that their preacher would volunteer to conduct community events,
coach, or substitute teach. 

On top of these things, many members think that the work of the preacher is to do
the work that they see needs to be done.  In this respect, instead of doing the work that
needs to be done, the individuals call the preacher and inform him that he needs to take
care of certain things.  What ever happened to individual Christian responsibility?  James
1:27, Galatians 6:10, Galatians 6:1, 2; and James 2:14-17 were not written to preachers
only!   These scriptures give working responsibility to the whole church.  1 Corinthians 12:25
- 27 shows that each and every member of the body of Christ has the responsibility to care
for, serve, suffer with, and assist each other part of the body.  

The preacher has work that has scripturally been assigned to him.  He is an
evangelist that is directed to proclaim the word of God.  The main work of the preacher as
assigned by Paul to Timothy is to, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2).
He is to preach the word without leaving out any part (Acts 20:27).  He is to teach publically
and from house to house (Acts 20:20).  His admonition to preach requires him to spend
hours studying the word of God (2 Timothy 2:15) so that he will handle the word of God
properly.  His preaching of the word requires him to arrange that which he has studied into
lessons that will clearly present that which God's word teaches. 

The preacher, because he is a Christian, carries out Christian responsibilities to
assist the sick and others.  The preacher, because he is a Christian, sometimes helps with

the needy in benevolence matters.  The
preacher, because he is a Christian,
sometimes comforts those who are having
surgery, or those who have just lost a loved
one.  The preacher, because he is a
Christian, assists in other works of the
church.  He does these things because he
is a Christian and NOT because he is the
preacher paid to do these things.  He does
these things simply because each and
every Christian should be doing these
things.  Many who call upon the preacher to
do these very Christian works, fail to fulfill
their own responsibilities to do the same
Christian works.  Sometimes,  the
foolishness of men interferes with the
purpose of God.  Sometimes, the
congregation so loads the preacher down
with their expectations that he, in fulfilling
the congregation's expectations, fails the
responsibilities which are God-given.        
                                           David Dalton

NEWS:  Great news from Janessa
Ford!  She made her trip to Africa safe
and well.  She is now very much
involved in the work she went to do.
Continue to Pray for Janessa daily.

 “Thank you all for your support,
prayers, phone calls, and love shown
over the past months during my sister’s
transplants.  Having each of you to lean
on has made this whole ordeal much
easier to bear.  Our entire family
appreciates each and everyone here.”
With much love, Rice Family, Nelle
Cooper, Parsley Family.

“Thank you for your prayers,
cards and words of encouragement
during the illness and death of my
sister-in-law.”  In Christian Love,

Barbara White and Family
Congratulations to David and

Elaine.  They are the proud
grandparents of Isaac David Dalton,
born July 7 weighing 7 lbs and 1 oz
and 21-1/2" long.  Proud parents are
James and Stacey Dalton.

Congratulations to Josh Knight
and Karen Miller upon their marriage.
We appreciate the wonderful Christian
examples they both are and wish for
them a happy life together.

Thanks to all who attended the
meeting concerning the fair booth.  A
sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin
board in the foyer for all workers to
sign.
SICK: Jewel Hunter will be having a
biopsy Thursday morning at Middle
Tennessee Surgical Specialist.  Please
pray for Jewel, she is having a difficult
time with health issues.  Fran Haley
underwent cataract surgery last week
and will have additional surgery this
week on the other eye.  She is doing
great.  Jane Wilmoth is having pain in
her lower left leg. The doctors are
unsure what is causing the pain, she
will return to Nashville this Friday for
further tests.  It was necessary for
Wilma Roberts to re-scheduled her
knee surgery to a later date due to Billy
Joe having undergone tests for a heart
problem.  Jim Scarlett continues at
home with medical problems.  Shirley
Parsley and her husband remain in
Cleveland, OH recuperating.  Pray for
all of our sick and shut-in.
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