
 

1 

 

PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY 

THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH STATED MEETING AND RETREAT 

 
YMCA Conference Center, Silver Bay, NY                                June 3-4, 2016 

 
The Presbytery of Albany met in stated session on Friday and Saturday, June 3-4, 2016, at the YMCA 
Conference Center in Silver Bay, NY. Teaching Elder Jerry McKinney, Moderator, called the meeting to 
order at 9:08 a.m. on Friday, June 3, 2016. The meeting was held in Morse Hall and was opened with 
prayer. Moderator McKinney and Transitional Presbyter Shannan Vance-Ocampo made 
announcements, and Chet Lastowski, Conference Director for the YMCA Conference Center, 
greeted the Presbytery.  
 

STATED CLERK’S REPORT (PART 1) 
 
The roll was compiled. Stated Clerk Ruling Elder H. Daniel Rogers announced a quorum was present 
and noted the number of those from whom he had received requests to be excused (13) and those who 
needed to arrive late (7) or leave early (4).  Voting delegates present for all or portions of the meeting 
included 39 Teaching Elders, and 30 Ruling Elders: 24 Ruling Elders representing 24 
Congregations, and 6 who are members of the Presbytery Council or chair committees or task 
forces and represented 1 congregation as well.  An additional 5 persons signed in as visitors. 

 
TEACHING ELDERS ENROLLED 

 
Ken Applegate 
John Barclay 
David Bennett 
Michael Burkley 
Holly Cameron 
Cheryl Colt 
Timothy Coombs 
James C. Davis 
Scott DeBlock 
(RCA) 
Larry Deyss, HR 
Donna Elia 

Barbara Floryshak, 
HR  
Chris Garrison 
Kathy Gorman-
Coombs 
Earl Johnson, HR 
Kathi Jones 
Kate Kotfila 
Ruth Kuo 
William Levering 
Linda Martin 
Rachel Mastin 

Jerry McKinney  
James McLeod 
Laura Lovell Mitchell 
Gusti Linnea 
Newquist 
Drew Paton 
Mary Jo Pattison 
Stewart Pattison 
Karen Pollan 
Rebecca Putman 
Paul Randall, HR 
Jim Reisner 

Leonard Sponaugle 
Susan Strang 
Ali Trowbridge 
Shannan Vance-
Ocampo 
Jennifer Wegter-
McNelly 
Lois Wolff, HR  
Pamela Woodman  

 
TEACHING ELDERS EXCUSED OR HONORABLY RETIRED 

 
Rolf Ahlers 
Alan Brokaw, HR 
Viki Brooks  
Ted Brothers, HR 
Bob Criswell, HR 
Steven Cronn, HR 
Patricia Davies 
Lois Dodge, HR 
William Dodge, HR 
Peter Durkee, HR 
John “Jay” Ekman, 
HR 
Eric Fagans, HR 
Robert Garvin, HR 

Doug Gebhard 
Doug Gray, HR 
Robin Greene 
Larry Greenwold 
Tom Gregg 
Lynne Hardy 
Lucy Harris 
Rupert Harris, HR 
Scott Hicks, HR 
Rich Hoffman 
Beth Illingworth 
Stark Jones, HR 
Robert Kersten 
(UMC) 

Robert Lamar, HR 
Glenn Leupold 
Miriam Lawrence                     
Leupold 
Alexandra Lusak, 
HR 
Dennis Maher, HR 
Bert Mayne 
David McMillan HR 
Bruce Miller, HR 
James Miller, HR 
Peg Miller, HR 
Ed Morren, HR 
Shirley Mosholder, 

HR 
Hugh Nevin, HR 
Harvey Noordsy, 
HR 
Elizabeth Shen 
O’Connor 
Bonnie Orth 
Jeff Palmer 
Tom Parsons, HR 
Michael Plank 
Annie Reilly (RCA) 
Frances Wattman 
Rosenau 
Joe Shook, HR 
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Al Siegel, HR 
David Simmons, 
HR 
Katy Stenta 

Charles Stratton, 
HR 
Helenmarie 
Sunkenberg, HR 

Dick Symes, HR 
Jim Thompson, HR 
Danny Wheeler, HR 
Mary Woodman  

Elaine Woroby 

 
TEACHING ELDERS ABSENT 

 
Kathryn Beilke 
Brandan Eddy 
Kate Forer (UCC) 
John McAuley 

David Moore 
Youngberm Mun 
Emily Otto (UCC)  
Hwa Sung Ryu  

Nadeem Sadiq 
Kathryn Shaffer  
Allen Siebold (UMC) 
Nick TeBordo

 
TEACHING ELDERS LIVING OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS (EXCUSED) 

 
Robert Allison 
Fergus Cochran, HR 
Susan Ellor-Case, HR 
Chad Jones 

Andy Little 
Albert Newman, HR 
Rob Rose 
Aline Russell 

Robert Smith, HR 
Paul Wilson, HR 

 
CREs OR RULING ELDERS ON COUNCIL OR CHAIRING COMMITTEES OR TASK FORCES 
 
Jo-Ann Baccari, PW (Excused) 
Michael Barron, CRE 
Corlin Bauhofer, CRE (Excused) 
Kevin Dwyer, Nominating 
Sue Laz, SMI (Troy, Third) 

Cara Molyneaux, Council   
Nancy Pierce, CRE (Excused) 
H. Daniel Rogers, Stated Clerk 
Laura Rogers, COM 
Barbara Wheeler, Council (Excused) 

 
CONGREGATIONS REPRESENTED BY RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS 

 
Albany, First  Stephanie Kite 
Albany, New Covenant      Ethel Cooper  
Albany, Westminster    Margaret Randall 
Ballston Spa  Meg Knight 
Broadalbin Samuel Jackling 
Brunswick      Shellie Ware 
Delmar Lois Hessberg 
Glens Falls Chapel Carol Henderson 
Guilderland Steve Smith 
Hoosick Falls Elaine Sprunger 
Hudson Falls Roger Gilbert 
New Scotland Tim Thornton 

Northville     Frank Ralbovsky 
Putnam Station Nancy Reale 
Saratoga Elizabeth Meehan 
Schenectady, Christ Ch. Cheri Koetzner 
Scotia Darren Gundrum 
Spencertown Lynn Brown 
Stephentown Mary Schnyer 
Stillwater Evelyn King 
Tribes Hill Julie Robbins 
Troy, First United  Debra Brown 
Valatie Nancy Pienta 
West Hebron Zoe Boucher 

 
CHURCHES NOT REPRESENTED BY RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS OTHER 

THAN THOSE LISTED ABOVE 
 

Albany, Roessleville 
Amsterdam United 
Breakabeen-North Blenheim 
Cambridge  
Carlisle 
Charlton Freehold 

Cohoes 
East Hebron 
Esperance 
Glens Falls, First 
Granville 
Greenwich 

Hudson 
Jewett 
Johnstown 
Lake George, Bay Road 
Lake George, Caldwell 
Lake Luzerne 



June 3-4, 2016 — Stated Meeting 

3 

 

Lansingburgh 
Loudonville 
Malta 
Mayfield 
Menands 
Poultney 
Putnam Station 

Rensselaer 
Rensselaerville 
Salem 
Schaghticoke 
Schenectady, Korean 
Schenectady, State Street 
Schoharie 

Shushan 
Warrensburg 
Waterford 
West Charlton 
West Galway 
Whitehall 

 

Those attending their first Presbytery Meeting were introduced and welcomed.  

TE Mary Catherine Day (PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker in Rwanda and member of Pittsburgh Presbytery) 
and RE Sal Scecchitano (Past-moderator of Albany Presbytery) were seated as Corresponding Members. 
RE Lynne Foreman (Mission Engagement Specialist for the Presbyterian Mission Agency from the 
Presbytery of Charlotte), and RE Tony de la Rosa (commissioned by the Presbytery of the Pacific to serve 
as Interim Executive Director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency) were welcomed as Guests. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, Presbytery ACTED by voice vote to approve the docket for the 
meeting as distributed with the Pre-Meeting Packet. The Moderator noted that any new business must be 
presented to him in writing before breakfast on Saturday, June 4, 2016. 

At about 9:30 a.m. the Presbytery suspended the business portion of the meeting and moved to an 
extended period of group conversations, worship, workshops, reports, and programs for the rest of 
the day until 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 4, 2016. 

 

CONVERSATIONS 

Transitional Presbyter Shannan Vance-Ocampo invited attendees to sit at round tables in groups as 
assigned. She then reviewed the outline for the retreat and led the Presbytery in guided reflections on 
Traveling Together to the Future. The morning conversations were followed by Intersessional Prayer for 
guidance from the Holy Spirit.  

 

LUNCH 

Commissioners moved directly from the conversations to lunch at around noon and were encouraged to 
gather together in regional affinity groups during lunch to discuss local contextual issues.  

 
PRESBYTERY MISSION AND STRUCTURE 

Beginning at around 1:00 p.m., Transitional Presbyter Vance-Ocampo and members of the Vision Team led 
conversations on the Nuts and Bolts of Presbytery Mission to help guide them in writing a new Mission 
Statement for approval by the Presbytery in the fall. Moderator McKinney and Vice Moderator Cara 
Molyneaux then led conversations on Presbytery Structure.  

 
R&R and DINNER 

At about 4:00 p.m. commissioners were given the opportunity to spend some time for rest and recreation 
before dinner was served at around 6:00 p.m. Several clerks of session joined the Stated Clerk at 4:00 p.m. 
for peer-reviews of session and congregational meeting minutes. Those seeking assistance with building 
assessment reports were offered the opportunity at 4:00 p.m. to meet with TE Kate Kotfila from the Building 
Assessment Team.  



June 3-4, 2016 — Stated Meeting 

4 

 

FINANCES OF THE PRESBYTERY 

At around 7:00 p.m., TE Bill Levering, President of the Board of Trustees, distributed copies of a Financial 
Snapshot of Albany Presbytery, June 2016. He then reviewed the document in some detail and responded 
to questions.  

 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND MOVIE  

At around 8:00 p.m., Commissioners and guests were served ice cream and toppings and then invited to 
view the movie “This Changes Everything” presented by the Peacemaking Task Force. This ended the 
retreat for the day. 

 

MORNING PRAYER 

Following breakfast, the Moderator called the Presbytery back to order at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 4, 
2016, with a Gathering Prayer and singing of “This is the day that the Lord has made.” 

 

REPORT FROM PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY 
 
RE Tony de la Rosa, Interim Executive Director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA), brought 
greetings and a report from the Agency that included a summary of upcoming milestones at PMA. 
Moderator McKinney offered a prayer for Tony’s work, gifts, and leadership at PMA. 
 
 

STATED CLERK’S REPORT (PART 2) 
 

By motion duly made and seconded, Presbytery ACTED by a voice vote without objections to approve the 
minutes of the April 6, 2016, stated meeting as distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
There were several items on the consent agenda from Council and from the Committee on Ministry. None 
of the items on the consent agendas was removed, and the items on the Council and COM consent 
agendas were approved by Presbytery by a voice vote without objections. For ease of reference, fiduciary 
business items including consent agenda items are recorded under the Council’s and COM’s section of 
these minutes. 
 
The following were presented to the Presbytery for information: 
 

1. The next stated presbytery meeting will be held on Saturday, October 1, 2016, beginning at 9:30 
a.m. at the United Presbyterian Church in Amsterdam. The last stated meeting for 2016 is 
scheduled to be held on Wednesday, November 16 beginning at 4:30 p.m. at the Cambridge 
Church. 

2. In accordance with D-5.0206b, the following is the roster of the current members of the Albany 
Presbytery Permanent Judicial Commission and the roster of those members of the Albany 
Presbytery PJC whose terms have expired within the past six years: 

Current PJC: 

Class of 2021: Teaching Elder John Barclay and Ruling Elder Kevin Dwyer 
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Class of 2019: Teaching Elder Joe Shook and Ruling Elders Carolyn Snyder Lemmon and 
Barbara Wheeler 

Class of 2017: Teaching Elder Michael Burkley and Ruling Elder Chandlee Gill 

Previous members whose terms have expired within the past six years: 

Class of 2015: Ruling Elders Larry Hamilton and Terry Nieman 

Class of 2013: Teaching Elders David McMillan and Pamela Woodman 

Class of 2011: Ruling Elder Barbara Cervenka; Teaching Elder Earl Johnson; and Ruling Elder 
Ron Pedersen 

3. Peer-review sessions for clerks of session in Albany Presbytery to review minutes began on May 
14, 2016, and will continue through June 3, 2016. Results will be reported to Presbytery at the 
October 1, 2016, stated meeting. 

4. The minutes of the 2014 and 2015 stated and special meetings of Albany Presbytery were peer-
reviewed at the May 3-5, 2016, gathering of stated clerks from the other presbyteries in the Synod 
of the Northeast at Stony Point. The 2014 and 2015 minutes of Albany Presbytery meetings were 
approved with no exceptions. The reviewer commented that the minutes are exceptionally detailed 
and thorough with excellent detailed reports from administrative commissions. 

5. The Administrative Commission approved by COM for the installation of Teaching Elder Rachel 
Mastin as pastor at the Stillwater United Church in Stillwater, NY, met on Sunday, May 22, 2016, 
and completed its work. Members of this commission were Teaching Elders Jerry McKinney, 
Moderator, Shannan Vance-Ocampo, and Lois Wolff, and Ruling Elders Cara Molyneaux, Vice 
Moderator (Trinity PC, Scotia), Barbara Cervenka (West Charlton PC), Deborah Waggener 
(Hamilton Union PC, Guilderland), and Rick Golding (Stillwater United Church). 

 
COUNCIL REPORT 

 

The following were presented to the Presbytery for information: 
 

1. Council met on April 12 and May 10, 2016, at the Malta PC. Council will meet next on Tuesday, 
June 14, 2016, at the Malta PC. 

2. Council acted by voice vote without objections to elect TE Viki Brooks to serve on the Personnel 
Committee to fill the vacancy created by the departure of TE Frances Wattman Rosenau. 

3. Council acted to approve the following policy: The cost to be charged to all teaching elder and 
ruling elder commissioners to the June 3-4, 2016, stated presbytery meeting at Silver Bay will be 
$65 per person for the night of June 3, 2016, when sharing a double occupancy room with the 
additional costs to the Presbytery to be covered from the budget. Participants are expected to pay 
any additional costs for a single room. Commissioners who wish to have single occupancy are 
expected to pay the difference in cost between single occupancy and double occupancy plus $65: 
e.g. the difference in cost between a single and double for a private bath will be $204 – $138 = $66 
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and a commissioner would be expected to pay $66 + $65 = $131 for that accommodation. Similarly, 
the difference in cost between a single and double for a shared bath will be $156 – $110 = $46 and 
a commissioner would be expected to pay $46 + $65 = $111 for that accommodation. Full 
scholarships will be made available upon request for retired teaching elders and for those ruling 
elders who have voice and vote at Presbytery meetings as committee leaders but do not serve in 
that capacity as commissioners from a church to attend the June 3-4 meeting. Either Transition 
Funds or Presbytery Meeting Funds will be used for costs related to these scholarships and 
reduced fees. Those members who do not wish to stay overnight at Silver Bay will be expected to 
pay a day-use fee of $10 per day plus the cost of whatever meals they want to eat in the Silver Bay 
Dining Hall. 

4. Council acted to approve a request from the Rev. Lucy Harris to baptize Johnnie Sue Archambeau 
on May 15, 2016, at the ADK Church Without Walls (ADKWOW). Since the ADKWOW is a New 
Worshipping Community (NWC), but not a church, the Baptismal Certificate will be prepared by 
Albany Presbytery and will state that the baptized adult is added to the rolls of the presbytery until 
such time as the NWC is constituted as a church or she transfers her membership to another 
church. David Bennett subsequently notified Lucy by email that the Council had taken this action 
and is excited by this news. Shannan also noted that she has received a request from a member of 
a church within the presbytery about how to donate funds to support the ADKWOW. She will also 
share with Lucy the name of a resource person at OGA who could help them with fund-raising 
strategies. 

5. Council received and acted to approve a grant request from the Peacemaking Task Force to 
provide $2,500 (to be taken from the Peacemaking Offering Fund) to support 6-7 members of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Scotia to travel to Haiti in late April to do mission work at the school 
founded by the Rev. Tom Parsons and his wife JoEllen. Payment will be made in one check to the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church for the Haiti Mission Trip. This grant will supplement a grant approved 
by SMI from the Presbytery’s Mission Scholarship fund of slightly less than $2,500 which 
represented all of the funds remaining in that fund. Katy Stenta noted on behalf of SMI that there 
are no funds remaining in the Mission Scholarship Fund. 

6. Council Moderator Molyneaux accepted the offers of David Bennett and Viki Brooks to work 
together to develop a draft policy on the content and use of Presbytery blogs in order to protect the 
members of staff who need to process these blogs.  

7. Council approved the Personnel Committee’s proposed staff evaluation procedure. 

8. Council has had preliminary conversations with the Rev. Jim Fenimore about developing an open 
system within which people can express concerns related to historic personnel relationships. 

9. Council acted to attest to an Innovation Fund Grant Application to the Synod of the Northeast from 
the First Presbyterian Church in Albany for $8,000 to support the South End Neighborhood Tutors, 
Inc.   

10. Council acted to attest to an Innovation Fund Grant Application to the Synod of the Northeast from 
the Rural and Migrant Ministries Organization for $25,000 to support the Assembly of Rural Women 
and their Allies.  
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11. Council acted to grant a Rural Initiative Grant of $1,000 to the United Church of Granville to support 
its Hispanic Outreach program. 

12. Council has received interim reports from the Vision Team, the Building Assessment Team, and the 
Structure Task Force. 

13. Council received a report on the three webinars that were held on April 26, May 3, and May 9, 
2016. Many Council members either led, participated in, or listened to the recordings of these 
webinars. 

14. Council received and approved a request from the Peacemaking Task Force to provide a display 
table and time to show a movie on Friday night at the Silver Bay meeting.  

The following were recommended by Council and approved by the Presbytery under the Consent 
Agenda: 
 

1. That Presbytery endorse the attached Child Protection Policy for Albany Presbytery which Council 
provisionally approved on April 12, 2016, in order to meet the deadline for providing to the Synod a 
policy by the end of April 2016 in order that youth from Albany Presbytery could receive financial 
assistance from the Synod to attend the Youth Triennium in July 2016. 

2. That Presbytery authorize the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at all of its stated meetings and 
ordination/installation services for the next year. 

3. That Presbytery approve the following: Compensation for the remainder of 2016 for the Rev. Lucy 
Harris at the ADK Church Without Walls (ADKWOW) New Worshipping Community shall include 
$6,300 designated as housing allowance for 2016. This designation shall be effective until modified 
by the Council.  

4. That Presbytery approve the following schedule of stated meetings for 2017: 

Saturday, February 4 (day) 
Wednesday, March 29 (afternoon/evening) 
Monday/Tuesday, June 5-6 at Silver Bay with early arrival option available on June 4 
Saturday, September 30 (day) 
Wednesday, November 15 (afternoon/evening) 

 
The following were presented to the Presbytery for discussion: 
 
Council recommended that Presbytery act to approve a revised budget for 2016 that had been distributed 
with the Pre-Meeting Packet. The major changes in the proposed revised budget included reductions in GA 
and Synod per capita based on actual membership in the Presbytery at the end of 2015; an increase in 
Financial Review Expenses to be offset by additional income from the Board of Trustees; addition of the 
Adirondack Church Without Walls as a program of the Presbytery with offsetting income from several 
sources; and cuts in contributions to mission partners and mission pledges to GA and the Synod based on 
reductions in Shared Witness Support pledges received from congregations.  
 
After much discussion and by motion duly made, seconded, and debated, Presbytery ACTED by voice vote 
with one audible objection to amend the revised budget presented by Council by restoring the proposed 
cuts in contributions to mission partners using funds from reserves if adequate Shared Witness Support 
funds are not received from the churches in the Presbytery.  
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Similarly by motion duly made, seconded, and debated, Presbytery ACTED by voice vote with one audible 
objection to further amend the revised budget presented by Council by restoring the proposed cuts in 
contributions to the mission pledges to GA and the Synod using funds from reserves if adequate Shared 
Witness Support funds are not received from the churches in the Presbytery.  
 
By motion duly made, seconded, and debated, Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to 
approve the attached revised budget for 2016 as amended. 
 
By motion duly made, seconded, and debated, Presbytery ACTED by voice vote with several audible 
objections to direct Council to develop a new, more transparent manner of developing and presenting the 
annual budgets to include a narrative presentation to assist commissioners in understanding and evaluating 
a proposed budget. The Moderator asked for volunteers to help Council do this and several responded 
following the meeting. Based on the comments made, it was the consensus of the body that a Budget and 
Finance Committee of Council should be re-instituted and that adequate time should be docketed for 
discussion of the budget at the October 1, 2016, stated meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS REPORT 

On behalf of the Committee on Nominations, RE Kevin Dwyer, Chairman, presented the following nominee 
for the position noted:  

VICE MODERATOR ELECT: Ruling Elder Arthur Fullerton (Westminster PC, Albany) 

The Moderator asked for nominations from the floor. There were none, and RE Fullerton was elected by 
voice vote without objections. 

RE Dwyer presented the following nominees for the positions noted: 

SYNOD COMMISSIONERS (two TEs and two REs for 2-year terms each):  

TE Susan Strang and TE Laurence Greenwold 

RE Elizabeth Meehan (PNECC, Saratoga Springs) and RE Judy Hartley (Westminster, 
Albany)  

Alternate: RE Michael Barron (Hudson Falls) 

RE Dwyer noted that the Policy for Electing Commissioners to Synod found in the Presbytery’s Manual of 
Administrative Operations requires the Committee on Nominations to propose a slate of nominees with the 
names of twice the number of commissioners to be elected, but the committee was unable to do that. The 
Moderator asked for nominations from the floor. There were none. Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without 
objections to waive the policy for this election and to elect the persons nominated. 

RE Dwyer presented the following nominee for the position noted:  

Self-Development of People Committee (SDOP): TE Jim Reisner, Class of 2019 and chair. 

The Moderator asked for nominations from the floor. There were none, and TE Reisner was elected by 
voice vote without objections. 
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Near the end of the meeting and after consultation with and obtaining support from members of the 
Committee on Nominations who were present, members of the Committee on Ministry moved and 
seconded and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to elect TE Rebecca Lawson Putman to 
fill the vacancy in the Class of 2018 of the Committee on Ministry created by the departure of TE Andrew 
Paton. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 

The following were presented for information: 

1. The Board met on April 6, May 4, and June 1, 2016. The Board will meet next on September 7, 
2016, but will likely have conference call meetings over the summer as needed. 

2. All underground storage tanks have been removed from the Hebron Center property.  There was no 
liquid incursion into the soil, and a NYSDEC representative was on site to inspect the removal and 
backfill operations.  There was no environmental damage and we have completed our work with the 
tanks at Hebron Center. The removal work came in on budget. 

3. The Schaghticoke congregation has requested to move $50,000 from their manse fund to cover 
building maintenance issues. The Board requested that they supply concrete information on their 
finances, etc. and that they should first complete the buildings assessment. The Board will also ask 
if any of the damage is flood related.   

4. The Tribes Hill congregation has requested to sell two lots for $25,000 each to use the funds for the 
general operating budget at the congregation.  The Board will review the church’s building 
assessment information first before moving forward on this 

5. Presbytery Moderator McKinney asked the Board to try to handle the transfer of the Corinth 
property to the Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians (ECO) rather than appoint an 
Administrative Commission for that purpose as directed by Presbytery by its action to dismiss the 
Corinth congregation on January 30, 2016. Board Member Carl Hasselbarth looked into this from a 
legal perspective. There is a difference in how we handle the transfer with ECO churches vs. when 
we engaged the one with Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) previously.  The original deeds at 
Corinth do not name the PC(USA) or Albany Presbytery.  There are two deeds, one from the late 
1800’s and one from the mid 1900’s. After consultation with the Stated Clerk, Carl’s opinion is that 
we do not need to do anything further with the State of NY or the PC(USA) since there is nothing on 
the deeds that needs addressing. The Board wondered about how this works with the NYS 
Religious Property law and larger issues in the PC(USA) around other property concerns and that 
we do not inadvertently create a legal precedent.  Carl was asked to go back and research this with 
NYS and also with Joyce Lieberman, Assistant Stated Clerk in the Office of the General Assembly.  
He returned with additional information at the June 1 meeting of the Trustees that indicated no need 
for the Presbytery to do anything further. 

6. Emily Haggerty, Curran Investment Management, made her yearly presentation to the Trustees on 
May 4, 2016 for its Portfolio Review.  A full copy of the Portfolio Review is on file in the Stated 
Clerk’s office.  The total portfolio is at $2,415,500.56. It was discussed that in 2017 the Trustees will 
conduct an opportunity for bids from investment managers for the Presbytery portfolio and that 
Curran Investment Management will be among them.   
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7. COM reported to the Trustees that the following persons are on the response team for Cohoes that 
is requesting gracious dismissal to ECO: Judy Hartley (RE, Westminster), Kathi Jones (TE, Valatie) 
and Jim Reisner (TE, Westminster). David Bennett is assisting as COM Co-Chair. Cohoes will need 
to repay their PILP loan in full before being able to leave the PC(USA). 

8. The Stipulation of Settlement and Release of Jermain Legacy Funds was signed by the parties 
(Albany Presbytery Board of Trustees and the clerk of the Jermain Memorial Ecumenical 
Presbyterian Church) and the Assistant Attorney General, and the Court informed Carolyn Snyder 
Lemmon, Esq. on May 3, 2016, that it has “So Ordered” (a term which means that it is in fact an 
order of the Court) the stipulations. As per the agreement, the JMEPC received funds from the 
Legacy in the amount of $72,072.57 (1/3 the value of the account on March 31, 2016). The 
Presbytery office staff will update the maintenance and repair expenses of the Presbytery after 
February 2010.  Attorney Lemmon will add her attorney fees and costs for that period. This will be 
reviewed by the Attorney General and we will then need to maintain at least $37,000 as a separate 
fund per the stipulations in the will.  The specific restriction is that the income on the principal is to 
be distributed to the Presbyterian congregations in Albany County. When the funds are received, 
the Trustees will need to set up a process for that distribution and policy.  

The following were presented for debate and action: 
 

1. The Board of Trustees recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to 
approve the sale of the former First Presbyterian Church property at 819 23rd Street in Watervliet to 
the Satipatthana Vipassana Meditation Center for a negotiated price within 10 percent of the initial 
offer of $100,000 if allowances for mitigation costs are required, and if the way be clear, subject to 
approval by the NYS Supreme Court. An independent appraisal report is pending. 

2. The Board of Trustees recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to 
approve the sale of Lot #2 (30.51 acres including several buildings and an outdoor pool) at Hebron 
Center, 191 Presbytery Lane to Alan and Shelley Monder for a negotiated price within 10 percent of 
the initial offer of $275,000 if allowances for mitigation costs are required, and if the way be clear, 
subject to approval by the NYS Supreme Court. This property was appraised independently at 
$240,000. 

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY REPORT 
 
Co-Chair Stewart Pattison presented the following for debate and action: 
 
The CPM committee nominates the following to serve as exam readers for 2016-2017: TE Karen Pollan and 
RE Jack Gajewski (Delmar PC) and TE M.J. Pattison as an alternate. The Moderator asked for nominations 
from the floor. There were none and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to elect those 
nominated. 
 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY REPORT 

The following items were presented to the Presbytery for information: 
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1. COM met on March 30, May 4, and June 1, 2016, at the Malta PC. COM will meet next on July 6, 
2016, from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the Malta PC. New members TE Ken Applegate and RE 
Meg Knight (First PC, Ballston Spa) were welcomed to their first meeting.  

2. COM approved the following to serve as the Installation Commission for TE Rachel Mastin as 
pastor at the United Presbyterian Church of Stillwater on May 22, 2016: 

The Rev. Jerry McKinney, Moderator of Albany Presbytery and Pastor of the United Church of 
Granville 

The Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo, Transitional Presbyter of Albany Presbytery 

The Rev. Lois Ann Wolff, Honorably Retired 

Elder Barbara Cervenka, West Charlton Presbyterian Church 

Elder Rick Golding, Stillwater United Church 

Elder Cara Molyneaux, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Scotia 

Elder Deborah Waggener, Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church, Guilderland 

3. About twelve members of COM and Albany Presbytery staff attended a COM Retreat in Syracuse 
on May 19-21, 2016, sponsored by the Synod COM Network.  

4. The committee acted to approve the attached Church Closing Checklist. It was noted by Co-Chair 
David Bennett that the intent of this document is for it to serve as a helpful guide, but not a policy. 

5. In consultation with the COM Co-Chairs and the Presbytery officers, Presbytery Moderator Jerry 
McKinney has prepared and sent a letter to the Brunswick congregation to report on the actions 
taken by Presbytery on April 6, 2016, related to restoration of the Rev. Chris Garrison to ordered 
ministry. The letter also addressed the importance of maintaining expected boundaries moving 
forward.  

6. COM Co-Chair Laura Rogers shared plans with COM for Shannan Vance-Ocampo, Jerry 
McKinney, David Bennett, and her to meet with David Olsen and Keli Rugenstein at Samaritan 
Counseling Center to seek guidance on how to proceed with reconciliation with the Rev. Garrison 
and the various individuals and groups at the Brunswick Church. 

The following were recommended by COM and approved by the Presbytery under the Consent 
Agenda: 

 

1. That Presbytery approve the Terms of Call contract for the following Pastor in a temporary 
relationship: Elizabeth Shen O’Connor. 
 

2. That Presbytery approve the Terms of Call for 2016 for the following Installed Pastors: Glenn 
Leupold, Miriam Lawrence Leupold, Frances Wattman Rosenau, and Karen Pollan. COM is 
preparing a compilation of the approved terms of call for 2016 and will provide this to the 
Presbytery for information after reports are received from most pastors. 
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3. That Presbytery grant a waiver in accordance with G-2.0404 for RE Diana Hinchcliff and RE Mary 
Jane Schroeder each to serve another 3-year term on the session at the Rensselaerville 
Presbyterian Church. Rationale:  In 2012, when the Rensselaerville church reduced the size of its 
session from 9 to 6, the terms of two ruling elders, one in the class of 2014 and one in the class of 
2015, were modified with their permission and by vote of the congregation to create the class of 
2016 and to ensure that there were three classes of two elders. Those two ruling elders are willing 
to be re-nominated to the Class of 2019.   However, if re-nominated, their consecutive years of 
service would exceed 6 years.   Thus, the congregation requests a waiver of the limitation in G-
2.0404 to permit both members of the Class of 2016 to be considered for re-nomination to serve 
one additional 3-year term. 

The following were presented to Presbytery for debate and action: 

1. COM recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to commission RE 
Lynn Brown (a candidate under care of the Presbytery who is certified ready to be examined for 
ordination as a teaching elder pending a call) to administer the sacraments for a 3-month 
temporary, half-time position at the Reformed Church in America church in Middleburgh, NY, from 
June through August 2016. While the committee was unwilling to recommend that Lynn be 
ordained to this position as a teaching elder, it was the consensus of the committee that they would 
be open in the future to recommend that Presbytery ordain a candidate to a non-traditional, longer-
term, temporary position in the future but preferably to serve a PC(USA) congregation rather than a 
congregation in another denomination.  

2. COM recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to concur with the 
action of the congregation of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Albany taken at a 
congregational meeting on May 22, 2016, moderated by TE Jim Reisner to consent to dissolution of 
its installed associate pastoral relationship with the Rev. Frances Wattman Rosenau effective June 
30, 2016, at her request so she can accept the call of the congregation of the Culver City 
Presbyterian Church in Culver City, California (Presbytery of the Pacific) to serve as their installed 
pastor. 

3. COM recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to concur with the 
action of the congregation of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Albany taken at a 
congregational meeting on May 22, 2016, moderated by TE Jim Reisner to abolish the Associate 
Pastor position formerly held by the Rev. Frances Wattman Rosenau effective July 1, 2016, and to 
so inform the Board of Pensions. 

 
4. COM recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections, if the way be clear, to 

concur with the anticipated action of the congregation of St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church of 
Spencertown, New York, to be taken at a congregational meeting on June 12, 2016, to be 
moderated by TE Kathi Jones to consent to dissolution of its installed pastoral relationship with the 
Rev. Andrew John S. Paton effective July 15, 2016, at his request so he can accept the call of the 
congregation of the South Presbyterian Church in Dobbs Ferry, New York (Presbytery of Hudson 
River) to serve as their installed pastor. 

5. COM recommended and Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to appoint TE Kathryn 
Beilke to serve as moderator of St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church of Spencertown effective July 15, 
2016.  
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TE Bennett offered best wishes and aprayer for the Rev. Rosenau and the Rev. Paton in their new 
ministries. 
 
 

REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE FOR CONGREGATIONS 
 

TE Tim Coombs emphasized the importance of proactive coaching as a potential resource to help 
congregations get a balcony view of their ministries and consider ways to become more creative, 
resourceful, and whole. He introduced the Synod-supported, Pneumatrix program that will be instituted with 
six congregations in the fall and the need for leaders and coaches for that. 
 
 

LUNCH 
 
Presbytery moved to lunch from noon until 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

OPEN CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESBYTERY LEADERS 
 
Following lunch and several announcements, Presbytery was given an open time for about an hour to 
discuss, offer feedback, and ask questions on all areas of transitional planning. Some of the points made 
during these conversations included: the need to consider missions that address the Great Ends of the 
Church; the need to continue to support the New Worshipping Communities that have developed within the 
Presbytery; the importance of asking for help when help is needed; the fact that one committee (COM) is 
understaffed, hard to fill, but overloaded with more challenges expected soon; and the need to address the 
language of the region so that all churches – urban, suburban, and rural feel they are a part of the 
Presbytery.   
 
 

CLOSING WORSHIP AND COMMISSIONINGS 
 

As part of the Closing Worship, the attached ordination anniversaries were recognized and those present 
were invited to stand. 
 
The following were commissioned by the Moderator to the services noted: 
 

Commissioners to General Assembly: RE Lynn Brown and TE Glenn Leupold (in absentia). 
 YAAD to General Assembly: Samantha Brewer (Hoosick Falls Church) 

Triennium Leadership: TE Jerry McKinney, TE Rebecca Putman, RE David Haase (First, Albany), 
and Christy D’Ambrosio (First, Albany) 

  
RE Lynn Brown was also commissioned by the Moderator for pastoral service to administer the sacraments 
for a 3-month temporary, half-time position at the Reformed Church in America church in Middleburgh, NY, 
from June through August 2016. 
 
Closing Worship ended with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Presbytery ACTED by voice vote without objections to express thanks to the leaders and staff of the Silver 

Bay YMCA Conference Center for hosting this meeting; to authorize payment of all bills of the Presbytery 
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incidental to this meeting; to adjourn following Closing Prayer; and to meet next in stated session on 

Saturday, October 1, 2016, beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the United Presbyterian Church in Amsterdam, NY, 

unless previously convened in a constitutional manner. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator and adjourned at about 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
ATTEST:_______________________________ 
 H. Daniel Rogers, Stated Clerk 


