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TO: Those Considering Participating in a Mission Trip    

FROM: Albany Presbytery Mission Trip Review Team    

CONGRATULATIONS!   You're thinking about going on a mission trip, perhaps for the first time. You may be 

feeling excited, or nervous, or inspired.  In any case, you're considering what could become a life changing 

experience. A mission trip is an opportunity to experience the breadth, depth and height of the God who calls 

us. We hope that this experience will: 

 - broaden your sense of the people who count themselves as the body of Christ,    

 - deepen your relationship with the Holy Spirit and        

 - leave you overwhelmed by the providence of God who brought you to this place and time.    

WE ARE GRATEFUL for your willingness to consider a mission trip and we understand that your 

participation would require a significant commitment of time, effort and resources. Scholarship assistance is 

available to help make mission trips more affordable.  These scholarships are a tangible reflection of the goals 

of Albany Presbytery. They are intended to empower people to experience and contribute to the mission of 

the whole church, build cross-cultural relationships, and foster deeper understanding of how the gospel is 

lived out in faith communities, both here and around the world.  By providing scholarships, Albany Presbytery 

hopes to increase personal participation in mission.  We pray that those who participate will return with a 

continuing sense of mission that may transform them, their congregations and, possibly, their communities.    

PLEASE CONSIDER the following issues, as you plan this step in your “faith journey”:  

 APPROPRIATENESS:  How does this mission trip reflect your personal goals and values and those 

 of your congregation and of Albany Presbytery?  Is your Session aware of your interest in 

 participating in this mission trip?  Do they support you in this ministry?    

 CONNECTION:  Does the mission trip further connections between your congregation and the 

 community to which you will be traveling?  Are you connecting with a church or PC (USA) 

 partner in the place where you will travel?       

 PREPARATION:  Will the group have gathered prior to the mission trip, getting to know one 

 another, spending time in Bible study, planning health precautions, and exploring the cultural 

 context and implications of your destination?        

 EFFECTIVENESS:  Is this a well-planned mission trip which will result in deeper relationships, 

 better understanding, and tangible results?          

 NEED: A primary goal of the scholarship program is to motivate and enable participation in mission.   

 Funds are limited and priority will be given to those taking their first mission trip.  If financial assistance 

 would improve your ability to make the trip, we encourage you to apply for a Mission Trip Scholarship. 

 INTERPRETATION:  There is an expectation that those who receive scholarship funds will be willing 

  to share their mission trip experiences with their congregations and/or Albany Presbytery.  How will 

 you integrate the mission team’s experience into the life of your own church? How do you anticipate 

 engaging the congregation in the relationships you will be forming?    

TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP please follow the directions on page 2. 
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DIRECTIONS:   

I. Gather complete information about the mission trip you hope to take.  You will need 

this information to complete this scholarship application.  If the trip is being 

organized by someone else (a group or individual) request a “trip summary” which 

should show: 

a. The purpose of the trip, 

b. The destination(s) of the trip, 

c. The dates of the trip, 

d. Who is organizing the trip, 

e. Itemized costs for the trip (and what your personal contribution would be), 

f. Any other important information. 

II. Discuss your mission trip plans with your pastor or Session representative and ask 

whether your church will support your scholarship application and/or provide some 

funding assistance.  

III. Complete items 1 – 20 on page 3.  Please answer every question and be sure that 

your answers are clear and legible.  Incomplete or illegible applications may have to 

be re-done and can delay or preclude receiving a scholarship. 

IV. Attach your “trip summary” mentioned above (or something similar, which provides 

the same information). 

V. Ask your pastor or Clerk of Session to complete the “Session Concurrence” section at 

the bottom of page 3.  We cannot consider an application without the Session’s 

Concurrence. 

VI. The Application, with attachments, should then be sent to the    

 Mission Trip Review Team 

Albany Presbytery          

 1915 Fifth Avenue          

 Troy, NY 12180.  

Please allow about eight (8) weeks for us to process your application, resolve any questions 

and issue a scholarship, if approved.     

We look forward to receiving your application and will make every attempt to find financial 

support for your mission trip.    

Thank you for prayerfully considering making this commitment.    

Godspeed!    

The Mission Trip Review Team      
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1. NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________    

2. STREET ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. CITY: ____________________________________________________ 4. STATE: ______________ 5. ZIP: _____________________    

6. E-MAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________ 7. TELEPHONE: _________________    

8. NAME of CHURCH: _____________________________________________________ in 9. TOWN or CITY_____________________  

10. IS THIS YOUR FIRST MISSION TRIP?  ___________ YES   ___________ NO       (NOTE:  Priority will be given to first mission trips.)   

11. HAVE YOU EVER RECEIVED A MISSION TRIP SCHOLARSHIP FROM ALBANY PRESBYTERY?      ___________YES     ___________NO   

12. MY DESTINATION, ON MY MISSION TRIP, WILL BE: _______________________________________________________________ 

13. MY MISSION TRIP WILL START ON          _________/__________/__________ AND END ON _________/__________/_________ 

                   (month/day/year)                                (month/day/year) 

14. MY MISSION TRIP IS BEING ORGANIZED BY: ____________________________________________________________________ 

15. MY MISSION TRIP WILL COST $___________    (I AM ATTACHING A TENTATIVE BUDGET SHOWING WHAT THAT INCLUDES.) 

16. I HOPE TO PAY FOR MY MISSION TRIP AS FOLLOWS: (a+b+c+d should equal # 15)   

a. $__________ AS MY PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION (A personal contribution is strongly encouraged)  

b. $__________ FROM MY CHURCH or CHURCH FUNDRAISER (Church funding is strongly encouraged) 

c. $__________ OTHER FUNDING FROM: ___________________________________________________________________     

       (Please be specific) 

d. $__________ PRESBYTERY SCHOLARSHIP REQUESTED (Up to $500 may be granted for a first domestic trip and up to 

$1,000 for a first international trip. Subsequent trips may qualify for a reduced amount. )  

17. IF I AM GRANTED A MISSION TRIP SCHOLARSHIP, IT SHOULD BE PAID AS FOLLOWS (Complete EITHER “a” or “b”): 

 a. CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO ____________________________________________________________________________ 

        (NAME) 

                                    AND SENT TO: ____________________________________________________________________________ OR 

                  (ADDRESS)     

                b. TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO ______________________________________________________________________________   

18. MY SCHOLARSHIP (if granted) SHOULD BE PAID BEFORE:  ________________/__________/______________________  

             (month/day/year) 

I have prayerfully read all three pages of this Application.  If awarded a scholarship, I will use it only for the purposes described in 

this Application.    

19. DATE _____/______/______    20. APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE: ______________________________________________________ 

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................    

SESSION CONCURRENCE:  This affirms that our Session supports this Application.   

Name: __________________________________________________________,       MODERATOR or CLERK OF SESSION (Circle one)   

Church: _______________________________________________ in TOWN OR CITY:  _____________________________________ 

Signature ____________________________________________   Phone: _____________________________   Date: ____________          


