
Dear Friends, 

 

  On behalf of the Session of the Rensselaerville Presbyterian 

Church, Happy New Year! 

 

Winter is upon us here in the Hilltowns, so we offer what we hope is interesting reading for this 

cold season.  

The Age-old Questions: Does God Exist? How and Where Do I Find God? 

  

2014 could have been called The Year of Spiritual Doubt and Rebirth. The media--print, radio 

and TV--contained articles, columns and a public television series about losing, questioning, 

discovering and renewing one's faith. Here are some descriptions and links. 

"The New Allure of Sacred Pilgrimages": Bruce Feiler, a journalist, television personality and 

frequent writer about religion, authoried this article that appeared in The New York Times on 

December 21, 2014 (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/21/sunday-review/the-new-allure-of-

sacred-pilgrimages.html?_r=0). He also hosted a multi-part series on PBS called "Sacred 

Journeys With Bruce Feiler", which aired in December and can be found online at: 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/sacredjourneys/content/home/. In it, he joins pilgrimages to six well-

known sacred sites around the world and describes his experiences.  

"The Subtle Sensations of Faith": Columnist David Brooks argues that "faith is unpredictable and 

ever-changing". "The main business of faith", he believes, is "living attentively every day". 

Religion is not rigid conformation. "The faithful", he says, "are trying to live in ways the creator 

loves...turn moments of spontaneous consciousness into an ethos of strict conscience...[and are] 

using effervescent sensations of holiness to inspire concrete habits, moral practices and practical 

ways of living well". This column appeared in The New York Times on December 23, 2014 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/23/opinion/david-brooks-the-subtle-sensations-of-faith.html).  

"Doubt As A Sign of Faith":  We mentioned this op-ed by author and journalist Julia Baird in an 

earlier email but it's worth including again. Ms. Baird describes how such pillars of religious 

piety as the archbishop of Canterbury and Mother Teresa along with well-known Christian 

writers such as C.S. Lewis and Flannery O'Connor and even John Calvin questioned the presence 

of God. It appeared in The New York Times on September 25, 2014 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/26/opinion/julia-baird-doubt-as-a-sign-of-faith.html).  
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A Year Without God: National Public Radio interviewed former Seventh-Day Adventist pastor 

Ryan Bell in January 2014 after he decided to live for one year without God, a reflection of his 

own loss of faith (http://www.npr.org/2014/01/12/261867409/former-pastor-decides-to-spend-a-

year-without-god), and again in December 2014. After a year of atheism, he says he hasn't found 

"a convincing case" that God exists (http://www.npr.org/2014/12/27/373298310/after-year-of-

atheism-former-pastor-i-dont-think-god-exists). 

Faith Lost and Found: David Peters was a pastor in a fundamentalist evangelical church and a 

U.S. Army chaplain whose experiences in Baghdad during the war in Iraq caused him to 

question his concept of God as a "benevolent deity who loves everyone and rewards the faithful". 

He says that idea "died along with a whole bunch of brave soldiers". Now an Episcopal priest, he 

described his journey to rediscover God in an NPR broadcast on January 6 

(http://www.npr.org/2015/01/06/375387392/an-army-chaplain-first-tested-by-war-finds-his-

faith-renewed).  

  

"The Fewer The Words, The Better The Prayer": So advised Martin Luther in "A Simple Way to 

Pray", written in response to his barber's request for advice for improving his prayers. Luther 

called prayer "the daily business of a Christian" and "a labor above all labors". While his 

language in the article "Luther's Practical Programme to Revive Your Prayer" reflects the writing 

and speaking style of his time, his advice is timeless. Find it on The Reformation Society's 

website: http://www.reformationsa.org/index.php/reformation/96-luthers-practical-programme-

to-revive-your-prayer-life-?tmpl=component&print=1&page=.   

"Gods and Truths for Other Inhabited Worlds":  If Jesus Christ died to redeem the sins of 

humans on earth, did he also die for aliens? Believe it or not, scientists and Christian theologians 

have thought about this. "How could [Christ] be God and leave extraterrestrials in sin?", asks the 

former director of the Vatican Observatory, a Jesuit. In "The Star", famed science fiction author 

Arthur C. Clarke imagines how a supernova explosion became the star that guided the Magi to 

Bethlehem. This article, which appeared in the "Out There" column of The New York Times on 

December 23, 2014, presents various opinions on "whether Christ died for the entire cosmos, or 

whether the son of God or the metaphysical equivalent has to be born and die on every populated 

planet" (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/23/science/how-possibilities-of-life-elsewhere-might-

alter-held-notions-of-faith.html).  

With blessings and good wishes for a happy and healthy 2015, 

Diana Hinchcliff 
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