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The Alabama Garden Trail features seven spectacular 
gardens from Huntsville in North Alabama to historic Mobile 
on the Gulf Coast. Each of the gardens, carefully planned 
and lovingly tended by volunteer and professional staff, 
celebrates the richness and beauty of the state in its own 
unique way. Seasonal events, such as Huntsville’s Galaxy 
of Lights, Birmingham’s Spring and Fall Plant Sale, and 
Bellingrath’s Magic Christmas in Lights, add splendor and 
excitement to the gardens year round. Huntsville Botanical Garden 

4747 Bob Wallace Avenue 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

256.830.4447 - www.hsvbg.org

Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
2612 Lane Park Road 

Birmingham, AL 35223 
205.414.3950 - www.bbgardens.org

Aldridge Gardens 
3530 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

205.682.8019 - www.aldridgegardens.com 

Jasmine Hill Gardens 
3001 Jasmine Hill Road 
Wetumpka, AL 36093 

334.567.6463 - www.jasminehill.org

Dothan Area Botanical Gardens 
5130 Headland Avenue 

Dothan, AL 36303 
334.793.3224 - www.dabg.com

Mobile Botanical Gardens 
5151 Museum Drive 

Mobile, AL 36608 
251.342.0555 - www.mobilebotanicalgardens.org

Bellingrath Gardens & Home 
12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road 

Theodore, AL 36582 
251.973.2217 - www.bellingrath.org

www.alabamagardentrail.com
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Huntsville Botanical Garden 
Huntsville Botanical Garden covers 112 acres. Open 
year-round, it features the nation’s largest seasonal 
butterfly house and nature center. Adults can lose 
themselves in the picturesque aquatic garden, nature 
trails and numerous specialty gardens while the little 
ones become enthralled in the two-acre Children’s 
Garden themed with water, dinosaurs, rainbows, 
mazes, outer space and more.

The garden beckons visitors to enjoy five annual 
festivals throughout the year. From mid-January 
through the end of February, celebrate local and 
migrating birds with Beaks and Barks. The Herb 
Lewis Birding Trail is designated as a birding hotspot 
and is part of the Alabama Birding Trail. During this 
time, visitors are encouraged to bring their dogs.

Celebrate with Huntsville Blooms from mid-March 
through April. That’s when the spring season 
awakens millions of flowers throughout the garden. 
Thousands of native butterflies ignite wonder in 
guests as they explore the Butterfly House from May 
through September and the fun of fall fills the air 
when the Scarecrow Trail is open in September and 
October.

When most gardens 
go dormant for the 
winter, the Galaxy of 
Lights brightens the 
night sky and warms 
the hearts of the entire 
Tennessee Valley from 
mid-November through 
December. This award-
winning light display is 
among the largest in 
the nation and features 
custom-made designs – all created by a dynamic 
volunteer force working year-round to design, build 
and maintain the spectacular setting for visitors 
throughout the holiday season. The garden is a 
non-profit, privately run garden which receives 
a majority of its support from garden members, 
supporters and corporate donors. With nearly 8,000 
member families and 1,900 volunteers, the Huntsville 
Botanical Garden is truly the community’s garden.

The garden also features a popular gift shop, café 
and both indoor and outdoor rental facilities. Check 
out the website for additional information on hours 
of operation and a schedule of events, classes, 
activities and school programs, then come visit 
the place in North Alabama where “There’s Always 
Something Growing On!” For hours of operation visit 
our website at www.hsvbg.org
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Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens is Alabama’s largest 
living museum with more than 12,000 different 
plants in its living collections. The gardens’ 67.5 acres 
contain more than 25 unique gardens, 30+ works of 
original outdoor sculpture and miles of serene paths. 
The gardens features Gardens of Culture, Gardens of 
Nature and Gardens of Collections. 

Among them is the Japanese Gardens, home to 
the iconic torii gate, a traditional Japanese tea 
house, Long Life Lake, Moore Japanese Cultural 
Pavilion and the adjacent viewing area at Thorne 
Amphitheater. The Kaul Wildflower Garden is seven 
acres celebrating Alabama’s rich diversity of native 
flora. The Southern Living Garden is the only public 
garden that showcases the popular magazine of the 
same name, and the Dunn Formal Rose Garden and 
Ireland Old-Fashioned Rose Garden have remained 
two of Birmingham’s most photogenic locations for 
decades. The Fern Glade, Hulsey Woods, Hill Garden 
and Barber Alabama Woodlands are also popular 
attractions among the gardens.

The Conservatory, renovated in 2013, is one of the 
Magic City’s most iconic landmarks, and is home to 
the Tropical House, Arid House and Camellia House. 
The Library at the gardens is the largest public 
horticultural library in the Southeast. 

The gardens are also home to a moon tree, a 
sycamore that was grown from seed that traveled to 
the moon on Apollo 14 in an effort to test the effects 
of weightlessness on seed germination. Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens is Alabama’s most visited free 
attraction. For hours of operation visit our website at 
www.bbgardens.org
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Aldridge Gardens 
Tucked away in the middle of Hoover adjacent to 
Birmingham,  Aldridge Gardens is a free 30-acre 
public garden with a five-acre lake surrounded by 
walking trails and lush plantings.  
 
Aldridge Gardens opened in 2002. The former 
residence of legendary horticulturist Eddie Aldridge 
and his wife Kay has become a popular attraction.  
It showcases a variety of hydrangeas, including the 
Snowflake Hydrangea, which was discovered and 
patented by Mr. Aldridge. It is the official flower of the 
City of Hoover.
 

The Kay and Eddie 
Aldridge Art and 
Historical Museum and 
the Pavilion are both 
perfect venues for 
special events. 

Stroll through the gallery and view local artists’ 
exhibits and the Frank Fleming bronze sculpture 
collection, or take a seat on one of the beautiful 
benches and enjoy nature at its best. You can attend 
many outdoor events, sign up for educational 
programs, or even join one of the guided bird walks. 
Come for a visit and experience how nature and art 
can work together. 

 
Aldridge Gardens 
is free to the public 
and open daily. 
The gardens are 
closed Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day. 
Offices are closed 
Thanksgiving Day 
and Black Friday, 
and Christmas Eve 
through New Year’s 
Day. For hours of 
operation visit our 
website at www.
aldridgegardens.com



Jasmine Hill Gardens 
“Alabama’s Little Corner of Greece” is a feast for the 
senses. Your feet will enjoy a stroll along native stone 
walks crafted during the 1930s by workmen from 
President Roosevelt’s Civilian Conservation Corps. 
The paths meander through secluded combinations 
of plants and statuary with views of the Appalachian 
foothills. 

For the ears there is the absence of everyday life 
replaced by the ambient sound of songbirds. The 
nose captures many seasonal offerings such as 

ginger lilies, and touch animates the 
classical 
stoicism 
of marble 
and bronze 
statuary, but 
in the realm 
of sensory 
stimulation, the 
eyes have it. 

The ancient Greek gods, 
goddesses and Olympic atheletes practically 
whisper to you as your eyes admire their classical 
beauty. 

Flowers bloom in waves from winter’s camellias to 
the Japanese cherries and azaleas of spring followed 
by billowing clouds of creape myrtle blossoms adding 
highlights around the colorful beds of annuals. 
Groups may schedule tours anytime with advance 
reservations. Located near Wetumpka, just north 
of Montgomery off U.S. Highway 231. For hours of 
operation visit our website at www.jasminehill.org
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Dothan Area Botanical Gardens
The Dothan Area Botanical Gardens is located off 
Headland Avenue. The Botanical Gardens features 
sixteen fully established gardens. Tucked away 
throughout the gardens you’ll discover wonderful 
treasures such as the Wilson Windmill (listed on the 
Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage) and 
Four Muses. The Dothan Area Botanical Gardens 
seeks to preserve the spirit and beauty of the early 
southern garden in an environment that presents 
native plants in an attractive traditional botanical 
element. The mission is to provide an enhancement 
to the quality of life for Wiregrass citizens, serve 
as an educational resource for children and adults 
in garden lore and environmental issues, and be a 
vibrant area attraction that promotes tourism and 
economic development in the Wiregrass. Each of our 
gardens is carefully planned and lovingly tended.  
 
At the gardens, you’ll find a wide array and 
assortment of plants and trees including 37 of the 
100 trees indigenous to Alabama. There is also an 
antique 50-foot greenhouse where plant specimens 
are seeded and grown.  Come be our guest and 
enjoy the Gardens in all their splendor. The vibrant 
colors, lush foliage, and relaxing 
atmosphere are sure to 
delight your senses. For hours 
of operation visit our website at 
www.dabg.com

Mobile Botanical Gardens 
Mobile Botanical Gardens, 
established in 1974, is located 
in the Spring Hill area of Mobile 
and offers 100 acres of tranquil 
beauty that can be visited and 
appreciated any day of the year, 
weather permitting. Among the 
collections of the Gardens:

35-acre Longleaf Forest conservation area featuring 
walking & nature trails • K. Sawada Winter Garden 
(camellias and other winter blooming plants), recognized 
as an International Garden of Excellence — a designation 
achieved by only seven public gardens in the U.S. • 
McConnell Rhododendron and Azalea Garden featuring the 
largest collection of Satsuki azaleas in the U.S. • Katherine 
Shropshire Nature Trails - more than three miles of 
meandering trails offering walking opportunities through 
the deep woods and wetland habitats.

The gardens keep the Mobile heritage alive by featur-
ing and making available to the public unusual Gulf 
Coast ‘heritage’ plants such as the famous Southern 
Indica and native azaleas, camellias, citrus trees, 
natives, perennials and regional annuals that have 
become scarce or absent from most retail
centers. The gardens also host two major plant sales 
each year and operates the Market Place which is 
open to the public on Saturdays during the spring 
and fall months. For hours of operation visit our web-
site at www.mobilebotanicalgardens.org
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Bellingrath Gardens and Home 
Bellingrath Gardens and Home is the 65-acre 
garden and grand estate home of Walter and Bessie 
Bellingrath. It is located in Theodore, about 30 
minutes southeast of Mobile. Throughout the year, 
Bellingrath Gardens and Home hosts an array of 
special events and programs to highlight the various 
seasons and rich history of Mr. and Mrs. Bellingrath.

Beginning late November, the Magic Christmas 
in Lights tradition lets guests stroll through more 
than 3 million sparkling lights and more than 1,000 
displays throughout the garden estate. In addition, 

the Bellingrath Home is decorated in its 
holiday finery and poinsettias 
encompass the gardens. 
Nightly choral performances 
are held on the South Terrace of 
the Home and hot chocolate is 
available to warm the heart and 
soul. 
 
 
 

Every year in late October, guests are invited to dress 
up their little goblins and enjoy a family-fun night of 
trick-or-treating in the gardens. Bellingrath Gardens 
is festively decorated with Halloween and fall-themed 
inflatables glowing throughout the gardens where 
little witches and wizards can safely enjoy trick-or-
treat with area businesses. The gardens also host 
a spectacular hot air balloon glowing on the Great 
Lawn to illuminate the gardens, weather permitting. 

Bellingrath’s Mum Show is one of the grandest in the 
country. All the cascades are grown at Bellingrath. 
Moving the cascades into the gardens is one of the 
most spectacular horticultural events of the year. It 
takes more than nine months to grow a single crop – 
a true labor of love by Bellingrath’s expert growers.
 
Every spring in March, enjoy the blooms of more 
than 250,000 vibrant azaleas in an explosion of color 
throughout the 65 acres of Bellingrath Gardens. 
Bellingrath is most famous for its azalea display as a 
true southern icon. Please check Bellingrath’s website 
during the Azalea Watch as we have daily photo 
updates on the blooming of the azaleas. For hours of 
operation visit our website at www.bellingrath.org 
  
   COVERS: BELLINGRATH GARDENS AND HOME
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