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COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
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In the documentary “American Creed,” David M. Kennedy and Condoleezza Rice ask, “What 
ideals do we share in common as a nation?” Their dialogue frames the stories of a wide range 
of citizen-activists who seek to bring communities together across divides to wrestle with 
history and the idea that America has a unifying set of national beliefs.

American Creed screenings with scholar-facilitated discussions are being held in libraries, 
community centers, high schools and other civic spaces across the country. 

This guide is designed for scholars and event organizers who wish to foster respectful 
dialogue about American ideals and identity in their own communities. The guide provides an 
overview of the documentary and its themes along with tips, recommendations and resources 
for organizing and facilitating a community conversation. 

American Creed Community Conversations can be cornerstones for sustained community 
engagement, posing questions that are essential to American democracy. Thus, we have 
provided a list of resources for exploring the key questions and themes that the film raises. 
The guide includes classroom-based resources for educators working with youth, including 
American Creed: Writing Our Future, a publishing forum for writing and digital storytelling.

American Creed: Community Conversations

https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/responses
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About American Creed Community Conversations 
           
America has an explicit, widely understood system of general 
ideals—“the American creed,” as sociologist and economist Gunnar 
Myrdal called it in his seminal book, “An American Dilemma.” Martin 
Luther King, Jr., said in his 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech: “When 
the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing 
a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note 
was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, 
would be guaranteed the ‘unalienable rights’ of ‘Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.’” 

Today, this promissory note means different things to different 
communities, and yet understanding the American creed remains 
foundational to understanding American history and culture. 

The American Creed Community Conversations initiative uses 
the film to investigate America’s national character, community 
by community. And asks how much of it should we share? 
Conversations will revolve around questions Kennedy poses about the 
current chapter in the American story: Who are we? Is there a useful 
“unum” to be salvaged from our increasingly fractious “pluribus?” 
Where are we headed as individual citizens and as a people?

Citizen Film, the National Writing Project and the American Library 
Association are offering programming grants to libraries and Writing 
Project sites to host screenings and community conversations. The 
grants are funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
As with all programs funded by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, discussions should be characterized by an ethos of 
openness and respect, upholding the basic norms of civil discourse. 
Ideally, they should be conducted without partisan advocacy, be 
respectful of divergent views, be free of ad hominem commentary 
and without ethnic, religious, gender or racial bias. 

For more information: 
https://www.americancreed.org/community-conversations/ 

ABOUT

“American Creed,” the Documentary

The idea for the PBS documentary “American 
Creed” grew out of conversations between 
two Stanford University professors, political 
scientist and former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
historian David M. Kennedy. Kennedy was 
drawn to history in large part to determine 
whether the United States has a “national 
character,” and if so, what defines it and how 
it changes over time. The film is an outgrowth 
of those enduring questions. Portions of the 
film capture a seminar Rice and Kennedy co-
led from their two very different perspectives. 
That seminar provides a model for respectful 
conversation on values such as freedom, 
fairness and opportunity. 

The documentary was viewed by 785,000 
people when PBS and flagship station WTTW 
released it in February 2018. Following the 
airing, the broadcaster collaborated with the 
National Writing Project and Facing History 
and Ourselves to launch 26 American Creed 
Community Conversations, supported by 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. PBS 
rereleased American Creed with three new 
stories November 25, 2018. 

Cities and towns across the country are 
hosting facilitated community conversations, 
classroom screenings and storytelling and 
writing and discussion labs, inviting the 
American public to engage with the idea of a 
unifying American Creed.

For more information, visit 
https://www.americancreed.org/

https://www.americancreed.org/community-conversations/
https://www.americancreed.org
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KEY QUESTION AND THEMES

Key Questions Raised in the Film 

What does it mean to be American?  
Condoleezza Rice points out that, unlike other people, Americans are not necessarily connected by the bonds 
of blood, soil or religion. In the feature documentary, she and Kennedy come together from remarkably different 
backgrounds, life experiences and points of view. The two, along with a range of citizen-activists, delve into their own 
family and community histories to explore urgent questions that are central to America’s success as a democracy. 
These questions embrace several major issues at the forefront of American political debate: how to provide access 
to educational and economic advancement; how to unify culturally diverse populations; and most important, how to 
define America’s national ideals. 

Film Versions and Clips

There are different versions of the film available for use in screenings and community conversations. Several clips 
have been selected to help facilitators prepare for screenings. American Creed Community Conversation organizers 
have the option to show the whole film or curate an a la carte selection of the stories they think are most relevant to 
the specific conversation they wish to facilitate. Conversation organizers are provided with a menu of downloadable 
films and clips of different lengths. 

Full 86-minute film
The full film features Joan Blades, 
Terrence Davenport, Junot Diaz, 
Tegan Griffith, Leila Janah, David 
M. Kennedy, Eric Liu, Joe Maddon, 
Mark Meckler, Deidre Prevett and 
Condoleezza Rice.

57-minute PBS version
The longer version broadcast on 
PBS features Junot Diaz, Tegan 
Griffith, David M. Kennedy, Eric Liu, 
Joe Maddon, Deidre Prevett and 
Condoleezza Rice.

49-minute PBS version
The shorter version broadcast on 
PBS features Tegan Griffith, David 
M. Kennedy, Eric Liu, Joe Maddon, 
Deidre Prevett and Condoleezza Rice.
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Cross-cutting Themes

Below are five themes that are worthy of exploring, along with related clips; these have been curated for the PBS 
Learning Media’s American Creed Collection. 

What does it mean to be an American?

These clips explore shared commitments that have the power to bring us together as a nation, including commitment 
to service and volunteerism, the pursuit of education and respectful civil conversation that facilitates the free and 
open exchange of ideas. View the clips.

What is your American creed?

The individuals portrayed in these clips believe that we should (re)affirm an American creed built on a platform of 
community engagement. Explore how ideals like education, diversity, dialogue and action define the collective 
American experience. View the clips.  

Students Respond to American 
Creed (8 minutes)

Joe Maddon in Coal Country 
(7 minutes)

Deidre Prevett: American Dreams 
in Muscogee Nation (6 minutes)

Equal Opportunity in the Arkansas 
Delta: Leila Janah and Terrence 
Davenport Fight for the American 
Dream (11 minutes)

David M. Kennedy: the Great 
Depression and the Promise of 
America (4 minutes)

Condoleezza Rice’s Family Matters 
(5 minutes)

Junot Diaz and the Margins of 
America (8 minutes)

Sworn Again: Eric Liu’s Revivals 
(8 minutes)

A Living Room Conversation: Mark 
Meckler and Joan Blades, Tea 
Party and MoveOn (11 minutes)

Marine Life in the Midwest: Tegan 
Griffith (7 minutes)

A Selection of Shorts:
Find these versions and shorts in the American Creed Community Conversation Screening Files. 
This list has been updated as of November 2018.

Please note that no part of this media package may be reproduced, distributed, shown or transmitted in any form or by any means without written permission from 
Citizen Film or one of its authorized partners: the American Library Association, Facing History and Ourselves, the National Writing Project and PBS.

https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/what-does-it-mean-to-be-an-american/#.W3wprf5KjUI
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/what-is-your-american-creed/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8juamiex4bpejs0/AADNwqrvMqQkam_ARISw46SFa?dl=0
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Building bridges across differences

Discover examples of people who are able to meaningfully connect with one another despite ideological differences. 
These people believe in what civic educator Eric Liu calls “better arguments,” dialogue that has a primary goal of 
building understanding across political, racial, economic and other divides that have persisted to varying degrees 
throughout America’s history. View the clips.

What is your family’s American story?

Engage with the stories of different individuals while considering your own family history and what makes that history 
American. View the clips.

How do Americans from diverse backgrounds understand and shape the American creed?

Everyone has a voice in discussing the idea of an American creed. The citizen-activists portrayed in these clips discuss 
the gaps between their own ideals and the country’s reality. They discuss the importance of education, community 
action and technological empowerment. View the clips.

https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/building-bridges-across-differences/
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/what-is-you-or-your-familys-american-story/#.W32pj9hKiL8
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/how-do-americans-from-diverse-backgrounds-understand-and-shape-the-american-creed/#.W3wp8_5KjUI
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Defining the American Creed 

The title “American Creed” itself can prompt questions and be an interesting point of conversation and dialogue. Here 
David Kennedy explains the origin of the title “American Creed” and provides resources. 
“American Creed” borrows its title from a phrase in Nobel laureate Gunnar Myrdal’s landmark study of American racial 
attitudes and practices in the years before World War II. 

“American Creed” borrows its title from a phrase in Nobel 
laureate Gunnar Myrdal’s landmark study of American racial 
attitudes and practices in the years before World War II. 

Myrdal wrote: 

Myrdal defined that creed as an abiding sense that every 
individual, regardless of circumstances, deserves fairness and 
the opportunity to realize his or her potential. He called the gap 
between that creed and the reality of American life “an American 
dilemma.”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was among Myrdal’s most attentive 
readers. Indeed, throughout history, America’s most important 
social and political movements have appealed to this creed to 
expand access to freedom and opportunity. “American Creed” 
and the related community conversations campaign are based 
on the premise that in every generation, a recommitment to the 
realization of the American creed is urgently needed. 

In his “I Have a Dream” speech, Dr. King said:

Americans of all national origins, classes, regions, creeds, 
and colors have something in common: a social ethos, a 
political creed. It is difficult to avoid the judgment that this 
‘American Creed’ is the cement in the structure of this great 
and disparate nation.

[E]ven though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, 
I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the 
American dream. I have a dream that one day this nation 
will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed.

Like Myrdal, Dr. King placed the American 
creed at the center of an American dilemma.

When the architects of our republic wrote 
the magnificent words of the Constitution 
and the Declaration of Independence, they 
were signing a promissory note to which 
every American was to fall heir.

The American Creed Community Conversation 
welcomes all contending voices and opinions 
at the discretion of each local programming 
and facilitation team. 

Suggested reading and viewing:

“An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem 
and Modern Democracy,” by Gunnar Myrdal 
(1944)

“American Denial” (documentary), a 
cinematic response to “An American 
Dilemma”

“An American Dilemma: A Review,” by Ralph 
Ellison (1944) 

“I Have A Dream,” speech by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. (1963)

“Freedom From Fear,” by David M. Kennedy, 
chapter 8, “The Cauldron of the Home Front”

“Democracy: Stories from the Long Road to 
Freedom,” by Condoleezza Rice (Read an 
excerpt.)

“The Lasting Legacy of An American 
Dilemma,” by The Carnegie Corporation 
(2004)

https://archive.org/details/AmericanDilemmaTheNegroProblemAndModernDemocracy/page/n5
https://archive.org/details/AmericanDilemmaTheNegroProblemAndModernDemocracy/page/n5
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/american-denial/
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/an-american-dilemma-a-review/
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
https://medium.com/freeman-spogli-institute-for-international-studies/americas-second-democratic-opening-d790c6356151
https://medium.com/freeman-spogli-institute-for-international-studies/americas-second-democratic-opening-d790c6356151
https://www.carnegie.org/publications/lasting-legacy-american-dilemma/
https://www.carnegie.org/publications/lasting-legacy-american-dilemma/
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Communities across the nation are watching American Creed and hosting community conversations that engage 
questions, such as:

 • Who are the “we” in “We the People of the United States…”?
 • What does being a “citizen” mean? What does productive, imaginative and engaged citizenship look like at
       this time in our history?
 • How do economic booms and busts shape ideals and disconnect us from ideals?
 • What happens to the idea of a shared American creed when social mobility declines along with trust in
        American institutions?
 • Where are we headed as citizens, and as a nation?

To support these conversations, the American Creed documentary is available to Community Conversation hosts 
through a downloadable screening kit that also includes a suite of digital shorts, clips for social media and related 
materials. Here we provide additional guidance based on the experience of educators, librarians and others who have 
hosted or facilitated an American Creed Community Conversation. 

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
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Elements to consider when hosting a 
Community Conversation:

Recruit a scholar to facilitate: Which 
scholars could be asked to facilitate an 
inclusive discussion by leading a reflective 
process, providing information asking 
questions, and opening up a safe space 
for dialogue? (As a core partner in the 
initiative, the National Writing Project may 
suggest a scholar whose experience and 
expertise match your goals.)

Find a public civic space: What would be 
the most inviting and accessible public 
space for your community to host the 
conversation?

Plan an agenda and designate a host 
committee or host. Decide together: How 
do you want this event to unfold? Who 
is going to take the lead in welcoming 
participants and hosting the event?

Document and share: What kind of 
documentation do you want to gather from 
this event? Who would be interested in it 
and why?

Involve other voices: What other key 
leaders (e.g., teachers, students, 
librarians, nonprofit leaders and faith 
leaders) in the community could be 
involved in planning the event and 
recruiting audiences to attend? How 
do they represent the diversity of your 
community and how could their voices 
contribute to the larger conversation?

What to Consider When Hosting A Conversation in Your 
Community

Community Conversations are meant to bring together multiple 
stakeholders in a community across age, cultural and political 
differences or other divides. Conversations should be organized in 
a place that is open and accessible to the entire community and 
that invites diverse members of the community to attend (such 
as a neighborhood’s public library, a town’s public high school or a 
nonprofit community center that emphasizes inclusivity as central to 
its mission). 

At a face-to-face event, it is critical to have a knowledgeable 
and experienced facilitator who is ready to engage the gathered 
community in reflection and dialogue. Conversations should be 
organized to support thoughtful viewing of the film, time for reflection 
and support for dialogue across differences. The facilitator, therefore, 
should lay the ground rules for dialogue, ask questions and open 
up a safe space for conversation. Facilitators should watch the 
documentary ahead of time as well as any additional clips that will be 
shown.

As a host/organizer, you may want to consider how you welcome 
participants into the space as well as an agenda to move the event 
forward. You may also want to consider how you can document and 
share important perspectives and highlights that arise from the 
event. These can be valuable resources in the community, informing 
additional activities and supporting other Community Conversation 
planners.

Community experiences can also be enhanced by involving key 
leaders and members with deep relationships in the community 
and backgrounds in exploring ideas and encouraging participation. 
Leaders might include teachers and students working with American 
Creed and its stories, as well librarians and other civic leaders. Your 
community conversation might also be enhanced by organizing a 
thematically related panel discussion, a reading by young writers, a 
curated book and video display or by inviting community leaders to 
come up with their own additional activities. 
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What to Consider When Facilitating a Community Conversation

Facilitators are invited to present the American creed as a civic inheritance to be explored from a range of 
perspectives. The film’s story-driven approach to this topic sets the tone for dialogue, steering away from point/
counterpoint debate and toward balanced investigation. For a descendant of enslaved people in the Arkansas Delta, 
the creed is a lie that must be reckoned with. For a military family in northern Wisconsin, the creed is an article of faith. 
Both of these perspectives are expressed in the documentary. The film respects a wide range of beliefs and shows 
audiences how they can discuss the underlying reasons for different interpretations.  

Below are some strategies from experienced educators and facilitators to create community conversations that are 
characterized by an ethos of openness and respect. 

 •  Work with key community partners and key leaders; invite them to contribute ideas and suggestions
 •  Promote dialogue across difference
 •  Build time for reflection before important questions are addressed 
 •  Gather, curate and share resources online

Work with Community Partners and Key Leaders

We have found that a post-screening 
panel discussion can be an effective way 
to bring in a range of voices and reach a 
broader community. Having a range of local 
voices can both support a conversation 
and highlight the important work of local 
librarians, educators, community organizers, 
youth and others in exploring the themes 
raised by the film in your context.

Promote dialogue across difference

Facilitators have an important role in 
supporting dialogue across difference at 
a Community Conversation. Experienced 
facilitators have gathered several effective 
tips. 

Student and teacher panel discussion American Creed Community Conversation at the 
East Lansing Public Library, East Lansing Michigan

Hold space for opinions within dialogues
All of us come to our opinions through our personal experiences. Support participants in speaking from their 
experience while keeping in mind the larger theme or questions being explored. Guide participants toward connecting 
their experience to the theme being discussed. 

Ask clarifying questions
Instead of asking questions that may evoke a yes/no or a one-word response, facilitators can ask clarifying questions 
to support increased dialogue and reflection, such as:
 •  Can someone tell me more about their thoughts on …?
 •  Can you say a bit more about what you mean when you say …?
 •  What in your own experience has led you to that point of view?

Encourage the use of “I” statements 
Encourage participants to talk about their own experiences and understandings. Avoid speaking for entire groups of 
people. Avoid generalizations such as “everyone knows.”  
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Be a model by speaking from your own experience and acknowledging its complexity 
Model cultural understanding by speaking from your own experience and acknowledging your own blind spots and 
biases. Keep in mind the ways different identities intersect; none of us is just a Christian, just a parent, just gay, just an 
immigrant. We are made up of many things. You may want to talk about the multiple ways that you identify. Thinking 
this way will help your group consider whose stories are being told and whose are not. The goal is to talk about how 
different  stories (and different notions of American identity) intersect or pull apart.

Say thank you
Saying “thank you” to speakers after they speak is an important way of acknowledging each contribution as well as 
creating a space or break in conversation that allows others an opportunity to speak.

Build Time for Reflection 

A key part of facilitating a healthy dialogue is to build time in the flow of the gathering for individual and even small-
group reflection. After a screening can be a perfect time to allow for individual writing and reflection before beginning 
small or larger group discussion. Prior to the screening is another point when participants might engage in writing or 
reflection that can enhance the film. Here are two approaches, which you can connect or rework as you see fit.

Encourage reflection and small-group sharing
At one community conversation, facilitators shared a handout prior to the screening. The handout allowed viewers to 
take a few minutes to consider some of the key questions from the film and jot down notes for themselves. After the 
film they were given a few minutes of silence to write more and reflect further.

The facilitator then asked everyone to turn to one or two people around them and share something they wrote. After 
everyone had a chance to share the discussion opened up for the whole group.  

Facilitator Tips: During writing time, it is important that you as the facilitator are also writing. This will both model the 
quiet space needed for reflection and give you a good sense of timing based on your own needs. During the pair or 
small group discussion time, on the other hand, walk around and listen to what common themes are emerging that 
can kick off the group discussion.

Consider prescreening reflection and 
sharing
Consider inviting event participants to reflect 
on and share what brought them to this event 
and what the term “American creed” means 
to them. 

You can do this by allowing individuals a few 
moments to think and then turn to a neighbor 
and share. You can also do this by having 
large pieces of paper posted around the room 
and prompting participants to share as they 
mingle and get settled.

Facilitator Tips: The title of the film itself 
is provocative and can be used to prompt 
discussion. Discussing the title is an 
opportunity to provide some scholarship and 
framing that underscores the filmmakers’ 
and Rice and Kennedy’s stated purposes 

National Writing Project teachers review a group’s responses to a shared 
question.



American Creed: Community Conversations 13



American Creed: Community Conversations14

Other useful protocols and resources
As educators, we often use protocols to support reflection and engage in group conversations. These protocols from 
Facing History and Ourselves might also be adapted to support community conversation:

   •  Think, Share, Pair
   •  Identity Charts
   •  Text-to-Text, Text-to-Self, Text-to-World

Curate Resources

Below you will find many resources to support further reading about issues and themes raised by “American Creed.” 
You will also find examples of how community members who are educators can support engagement with films and 
books, and online contributions to a national conversation. At past community conversations, we have found it useful 
to select a set of resources from www.americancreed.org along with your own resources that specifically address the 
interests of your audience and community. A list of resources can be included in a handout and/or made available 
online by using tools such as Google Docs, Google Slides, Padlet, Pinterest, etc.

Share and gather responses online
Some organizers of community conversations have supported extended discussions by using online tools and social 
media to capture and share responses sparked by American Creed. Please use the hashtag #AmericanCreedPBS 
and/or tag @AmerCreedMovie on Twitter and @AmericanCreedMovie on Facebook and Instagram to contribute to 
the online conversation. Video recording resources such as Flipgrid can allow those who are present to record their 
thoughts and/or support those connecting from a distance to add their voice. 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/think-pair-share
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/identity-charts
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/text-text-text-self-text-world
https://www.americancreed.org/
https://www.google.com/docs/about/
https://www.google.com/slides/about/
https://padlet.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/
https://flipgrid.com/
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RELATED RESOURCES

Various partners have been engaging in community conversations as well as working with teachers and youth in 
classrooms, libraries and other community spaces to do the same. Below are a set of resources gathered to support 
this work, some organized to support general community conversations and activities; others developed specifically 
for work in classroom settings.

General Community

American Creed: Reading List
This reading list was initially compiled by David Kennedy and Citizen Film’s team of humanities advisers to serve as 
background reading for the themes raised by “American Creed.”

Living Room Conversations
Living Room Conversations, depicted in American Creed, are a conversational bridge across issues that divide and 
separate us. They provide an easy structure for engaging in friendly yet meaningful conversations with those with 
whom we may not agree. These conversations increase understanding, reveal common ground and sometimes even 
allow us to discuss possible solutions. No fancy event or skilled facilitator is needed.

Sworn-Again America
Sworn-Again America is a ceremony invented by Citizen University founder Eric Liu and depicted in the film. It is a 
project to revitalize citizenship and reconsider what it means to be an American. Participants can reimagine what we 
can do to make an unum out of the pluribus, and then, in ceremonies at dinner tables, block parties or town squares, 
with five or five thousand, take the oath to become a Sworn-Again American.

Classroom-Oriented

Educator Resources for American Creed
Facing History and Ourselves
These curricular plans give high school educators and conversation facilitators access to teaching strategies, videos 
and activities to explore themes in the film.

Fostering Civil Discourse
Facing History and Ourselves
A resource to support the development of a safe and reflective classroom where students learn to exchange ideas and 
listen respectfully to each other and practice constructive civil discourse.

Digital Civic Toolkit: Dialogue Module
Youth Participatory Politics Research Network
A cornerstone of democracy is deliberating about important public issues while considering different perspectives in 
moving toward a decision. Yet everyday dialogue about civic issues is also important, especially for youth. Dialogue 
can provide opportunities to explore different views and discover or confirm one’s stance on an issue. This module, 
which is part of a larger Digital Civics Toolkit, offers activities, resources and tools to help youth consider the features 
of good dialogue and navigate the affordances that digital and social media provide for talking about civic issues. 

Writing Our Future: American Creed
National Writing Project
Writing Our Future: American Creed is a youth publishing site designed to accompany the extended PBS rollout of 
“American Creed.” Teachers, librarians and youth mentors are invited to engage young people in responding to the film 
through writing, media or art. Adults at schools and learning centers can create accounts for youth to publish their 
work to a national audience. Resources for educators designed by educators are regularly updated.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ala-ppo-general/americancreed/American+Creed_Suggested+Reading+List+for+Resources+page_FINAL_Nov2018.pdf
https://www.livingroomconversations.org/topics/american_creed/
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/6e17889c-a7db-4065-9bee-6d778f819f80/a-living-room-conversation-with-mark-meckler-and-joan-blades-tea-party-and-move-on-american-creed/#.WuOy29PwaZO
https://www.swornagainamerica.us/
https://www.facinghistory.org/american-creed/for-educators
https://www.facinghistory.org/sites/default/files/publications/Fostering_Civil_Discourse.pdf
https://www.digitalcivicstoolkit.org/dialogue
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/home
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YOUTH WRITING AND RESPONSE

Writing Our Future: American Creed is designed to invite adults at schools and learning centers to create accounts for 
youth where they can respond to the film through writing, media or art. Youth can use any of five prompting questions 
created by a team of educators representing a very wide range of student populations (see below for prompts).

Writing Our Future: American Creed is part of the National Writing Project’s family of youth publishing projects, all 
gathered under the Writing Our Future initiative. Writing Our Future projects are designed by educators for educators 
and the young people they work with, and are intended for use in schools, libraries and other educational settings. 
All projects are COPPA compliant and educator-managed. The National Writing Project is committed to supporting 
young people’s writing and civic participation by providing a safe and supportive environment for youth writing, media 
creation, sharing and publishing.

How It Works

Youth (age 13 and older) are invited to add their stories to the conversation sparked by American Creed through writing, 
art and media. Educators should first review the project guidelines, sign up for the project newsletter and register to 
provide accounts for the youth.

Five Prompts for Writing

Students are prompted to respond to the following five questions. 

 •  What is your American creed?
 •  How does your family and community history connect to your American creed?
 •  How do words, symbols or rituals express the American creed?
 •  How do diverse Americans understand the American creed?
 •  How can you express your American creed through action?

https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/home
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/
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More to support youth to start writing: 
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/start-writing 

Be inspired by youth responses from across the country:
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/responses

Additional Resources

 •  Guidelines for Writers support young writers in getting started at Writing Our Future: American Creed
 •  Guidelines for Educators provide support for educators working with youth at Writing Our Future: American
       Creed
 •  Visit Our Classrooms pulls together work created by educators across the country for their classrooms and
       context. Sharing and remixing is encouraged.
 •  Ignite Student Voice, Inspire A Community: Resources created for Writing Our Future: American Creed 
      by educators involved in the #shareyourlearning movement, a movement whose goal is to help 5 million
      students publicly share their learning each year by June 2019. 

Related articles:
 •  American Creed: Invitations for Conversation and Innovation, KQED Education
 •  Literature, Identity, Agency: Civic Engagement in the Classroom, Teaching Channel

NWP Radio related podcasts:
 •  Writing Our Future with American Creed, NWP Radio, February 1, 2018
 •  Youth Civic Engagement and Public Writing: CEWAC and American Creed, NWP Radio, May 10, 2018
 •  Resources to Support Youth Engagement with Writing Our Futures: American Creed, NWP Radio, June 21,
      2018

https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/start-writing
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/responses
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/writers-guide
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/educators-guide
https://writingourfuture.nwp.org/americancreed/pages/visit-our-classrooms
http://www.shareyourlearning.org/american-creed/
http://ww2.kqed.org/education/2018/04/03/american-creed-invitations-for-conversation-and-innovation/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2018/04/20/literature-identity-agency-ypp/
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/events/1061?x-t=sites_eos.view
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/events/1079
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/events/1087

