
ISAIAH 51 and 52:1-12 

1. Why do you think there is repeated use of the words “Hearken” and “Awake” in 
this 51st chapter of Isaiah? 

Isaiah 51: 1-23  
1 Hearken to Me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the 
LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence ye are digged. 
2 Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I 
called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him. 
3 For the LORD shall comfort Zion: He will 
comfort all her waste places; and He will make 
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like 
the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall 
be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice 
of melody. 
4 Hearken unto Me, My people; and give ear 
unto Me, O My nation: for a law shall proceed from Me, and I will make 
My judgment to rest for a light of the people. 
5 My righteousness is near; My salvation is gone forth, and Mine arms 
shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon Me, and on Mine arm 
shall they trust. 
6 Lift up your eyes to the Heavens, and look upon the Earth beneath: for 
the Heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the Earth shall wax old 
like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but 
My salvation shall be for ever, and My righteousness shall not be 
abolished. 
7 Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose 
heart is My law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of 
their revilings. 
8 For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat 
them like wool: but My righteousness shall be for ever, and My 
salvation from generation to generation. 
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HEARKEN!!  AWAKE!!!   



9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the 
ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut 
Rahab, and wounded the dragon? 
10 Art Thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; 
that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass 
over? 
11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they 
shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away. 
12 I, even I, AM He Who comforteth you: who art thou, that thou 
shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which 
shall be made as grass; 
13 And forgettest the LORD thy Maker, Who 
hath stretched forth the Heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the Earth; and hast 
feared continually every day because of the 
fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to 
destroy? and where is the fury of the 
oppressor? 
14 The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, and that he should 
not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail. 
15 But I AM the LORD thy God, Who divided the sea, Whose waves 
roared: The LORD of Hosts is His Name. 
16 And I have put My Words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the 
shadow of Mine hand, that I may plant the Heavens, and lay the 
foundations of the Earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art My people. 
17 Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand 
of the LORD the cup of His fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup 
of trembling, and wrung them out. 
18 There is none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath 
brought forth; neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the 
sons that she hath brought up. 

19 These two things are come unto thee; who shall be 
sorry for thee? desolation, and destruction, and the 
famine, and the sword: by whom shall I comfort thee? 
20 Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the 
streets, as a wild bull in a net: they are full of the fury 
of the LORD, the rebuke of thy God. 
21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and 
drunken, but not with wine: 
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22 Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God Who pleadeth the cause of 
His people, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, 
even the dregs of the cup of My fury; thou shalt no more drink it again: 
23 But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; which have said 
to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy 
body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over. 

2. Why do you think there is a general review of much of Israel’s history at this 
point? 

3. What are the “moods” of chapters 51 (see above), and 52:1-12? 

Isaiah 52:1-12  
1 AWAKE, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful 
garments, O Jerusalem, the Holy City: for henceforth there shall no 
more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. 
2 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose 
thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. 
3 For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye 
shall be redeemed without money. 
4 For thus saith the Lord GOD, My people went down aforetime into 
Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without 
cause. 
5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that My people is 
taken away for nought? they that rule over them make them to howl, 
saith the LORD; and My Name continually every day is blasphemed. 
6 Therefore My people shall know My Name: therefore they shall know in 
that day that I AM He Who doth speak: behold, it is I. 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; Who bringeth good tidings of good, Who 
publisheth salvation; Who saith unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth! 
8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the 
voice together shall they sing: for they shall see 
eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 
9 Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for 
the LORD hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD hath made bare His Holy Arm in the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the Earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

!  3



11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; 
go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the 
LORD. 
12 For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will 
go before you; and the God of Israel will be your reward. 

4. Would a captive people welcome such positive statements as this section 
contains, or do you think it would arouse skepticism?  Do you suppose there 
was a mixture of emotions?  What added meaning would there be for a people 
well-known for their love and concern for their children? 

5. Do you think there are any events today that say to us, “Attention – Awake!”? 
What great events do you believe are being heralded? 

6. As the “Last Days” come, do we know the terror of Isaiah 34, or the joy of 
Isaiah 35? 

Isaiah 34:   
1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth 
hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of 
it. 
2 For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and His fury upon 
all their armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered them 
to the slaughter. 
3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of 
their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 
4 And all the host of Heaven shall be dissolved, 
and the Heavens shall be rolled together as a 
scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the 
leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig 
from the fig tree. 
5 For My sword shall be bathed in Heaven: 
behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and 
upon the people of My curse, to judgment. 
6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, 
and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of 
rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in 
the land of Idumea. 
7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with 
the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust 
made fat with fatness. 
8 For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of 
recompences for the controversy of Zion. 
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9 And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust 
thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning 
pitch. 
10 It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke 
thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to 
generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass 
through it for ever and ever. 
11 But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess 
it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and 
he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, 
and the stones of emptiness. 
12 They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, 
but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be 
nothing. 
13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the 
fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court 
for owls. 
14 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of 
the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also 
shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. 
15 There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and 
gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, 
every one with her mate. 
16 Seek ye out of the Book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall 
fail, none shall want her mate: for My mouth it hath commanded, and His 
Spirit it hath gathered them. 
17 And He hath cast the lot for them, and His hand hath divided it unto 
them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to 
generation shall they dwell therein. 

Isaiah 35: 
1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the 

desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 
2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall 
be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and 
the excellency of our God. 
3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the 

feeble knees. 
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4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your 
God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; He will 
come and save you. 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped. 
6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 
desert. 
7 And the parched ground shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in 
the habitation of dragons, where each lay, 
shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 
8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called The Way of holiness; the 
unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be 
for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 
9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it 
shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: 
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

7. Can you catch a glimpse of the exodus from Babylon which was still in the 
future when this was written, but described in Isaiah 52:11 in prophecy? 

Isaiah 52:11:  Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no 
unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the 
vessels of the LORD. 

8. Why would the captives have to be encouraged to “Depart”?   Wouldn’t they 
all be ready, waiting, and eager to return to Zion? 

9. How was this “exodus” differ from the one from Egypt? 

10.How was it similar to that former one? 
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