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YOUR STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

TO STARTING A REPRESENT.US CHAPTER & PASSING LOCAL ANTI-CORRUPTION RESOLUTIONS

Local, volunteer-led chapters are the heartbeat of our movement. Dedicated people like you are
working together to pass meaningful anti-corruption reforms across the country.
Here are the steps to take to launch your Represent.Us chapter and pass an
Anti-Corruption Resolution in your community.

1

ATTEND A MONTHLY VOLUNTEER INTRO
CALL
On the Intro Call, you’ll learn details about the
Represent.Us mission and build the skills to
start your chapter!
RSVP for our next call at:
http://volunteer.represent.us/introcall

2
3

RECRUIT A TEAM OF 3-5 PEOPLE TO START
YOUR CHAPTER
Once you’ve got your team lined up, give us a
call at 413-333-5629 or email us at grassroots@represent.us. Once you do, we’ll send
you some materials to help launch your
Represent.Us chapter.
MEET AND GATHER COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Go to a coffee shop, or other places, for your
first in-person planning meeting with your
chapter’s leadership team. Get to know each
other, and then hit the streets together to
gather community support for the AntiCorruption Act by petitioning.
We have a number of resources to help you
plan and execute your first Meet, Greet and
Petition day.

4

HOST YOUR RESOLUTION KICK-OFF
MEETING

The Resolution Kick-Off is your chapter’s
first public meeting and will make the official
launch of your chapter. Huzzah!
»» Make sure you tell Represent.Us HQ at least 2
weeks in advance so that we can provide you
with a press release template and a list of local
supporters who you can invite to the meeting.
»» Give us a call at 413-333-5629 or email us at
grassroots@represent.us and we’ll also send
you a chapter starter kit in the mail.

5

ATTEND OUR MONTHLY SKILLS TRAININGS
You won’t want to miss our monthly training
calls because they’ll give you and your team
the guidance you need to pass a local AntiCorruption Resolution.
RSVP for our next Skills Training at
http://volunteer.represent.us/trainings
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6

GROW YOUR CHAPTER WITH REGULAR
MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Schedule regular monthly or bi-weekly
chapter meetings. Contact us to receive our
suggested chapter meeting agenda.
You’ll also want to draft a plan of events for
the upcoming months. We recommend that
you start small and work up to more ambitious
events. Here are a few ideas you may want to
consider:

»» Host movie nights (need recommendations?
We’d be happy to send you a list of
documentaries we love)
»» Give our volunteer presentation at a local
group’s meeting
»» Hold an Anti-Corruption rally
»» Staff an info table at a local event (we can send
you some recruitment materials in the mail)

7

PASS YOUR FIRST ANTI-CORRUPTION
RESOLUTION
With teamwork, a commitment to being
non-partisan, and lots of persistence, we
have no doubt that you’ll pass an AntiCorruption Resolution in your community.
In doing so, you’ll join volunteers across the
country who are helping fix America’s political
system. With every resolution we pass, we
get one step closer to the national reform
that we so desperately need. This may sound
daunting, but we promise we’ll provide you
with the resources and trainings you need
to make sure the resolution campaign is a
success.
Contact us for Anti-Corruption Resolution
templates! Give us a call at 413-333-5629
or email us at grassroots@represent.us.

8

EXPAND YOUR REACH
After you pass your first Anti-Corruption
Resolution, you’ll want to celebrate and
then identify your next target community. By
passing successive resolutions you will build
your chapter’s political power at the local and
state level.
The Team at Represent.Us is here to help you
every step of the way. Please email any questions, updates, or inquiries to grassroots@represent.us or give us a call at 413-333-5629.
Ready to get started?
Go to http://volunteer.represent.us/chapters
to find a chapter near you, or sign up to start
your own.

HOW TO:

FIND YOUR FOUNDING
CHAPTER MEMBERS
Before launching your chapter, you’ll recruit a team of 3-5 people to take on crucial leadership roles.
Check out the list of leadership roles below and reach out to the people you think would best fit each role.

First roles to fill:
Chapter Leader:
The Chapter Leader is responsible for pushing the
chapter forward, developing meeting agendas,
and working directly with staff at headquarters to
make sure the chapter is supporting Represent.Us’
national policy, strategies, and objectives.

Membership Coordinator:
The Membership Coordinator helps grow and
maintain the chapter’s membership by building
relationships with new volunteer signups to get
them excited about joining the chapter.

Logistics Coordinator:
This person provides support to the chapter leader
by reserving spaces for regular chapter meetings,
and sending email invitations and reminders to area
Represent.Us supporters.

Press Coordinator:
This person serves as the chapter’s media spokesperson, by drafting and sending press releases for
local chapter events.

FOR MORE CHAPTER LEADERSHIP ROLE DESCRIPTIONS,
VISIT: HTTP://VOLUNTEER.REPRESENT.US/ROLES
Remember to recruit some folks who have different political beliefs than you. We’re a non-partisan
campaign because corruption can only be defeated if we work together.
Here are some other helpful tips to help you recruit your team:
»» Work within your community. Talk to your family and friends about Represent.Us and why they should join
your chapter. This will help you practice talking about the campaign, and you may even recruit some people
you have existing relationships with to join your chapter.
»» Give presentations. Get contact information for local organizations, such as the League of Women Voters
or Tea Party chapters, and ask if you can give a presentation at an upcoming meeting. Email grassroots@
represent.us and we can send you flyers, postcards, and a sample presentation.
»» Petitioning. Visiting your local farmers market with a clipboard, standing outside the post office, talking to
passersby at a local festival, you name it - there are countless ways to actively engage your community.
(Download and print copies of our sign-up sheet here.) Once you sign up enough supporters, you’ll have an
extensive email list and can invite them to your meet and greet.
»» Have one-on-one meetings. Rather than send an impersonal email inviting prospective members to your
meeting, ask them to take 20 minutes and grab coffee with you so you can discuss Represent.Us. You’ll
make a memorable connection with them, they will be more likely to come to your first meeting, and you’ll
make a new friend.

HOW TO:

GIVE A PRESENTATION
ABOUT REPRESENT.US
Make this announcement at a film screening or before a civic or
church group meeting. Pass Anti-Corruption Act postcards around before
starting the speech. Our full 20 minute presentation can be found here.

“

Hi everyone, thanks for the opportunity to talk with you today! My name is ____, and
I’m a volunteer with the organization Represent.Us. We’re the local chapter of a nonpartisan campaign of half a million Americans working in communities all across the
country to fight political corruption and reduce the influence of big money in politics.
Corruption hurts real Americans every day. From healthcare to education to where our
taxes go and the national debt, on every one of these issues the people are up against
our own government, because our government has been taken over by monied interests
and political elites. It’s not supposed to be this way. Our government was created to
represent us, the people, but it has been corrupted.
We have a proposal to change that.
The American Anti-Corruption Act stops legalized bribery so lobbyists and special
interests can’t use donations and job offers to influence politicians, ends secret money
so we know who’s buying political power, and fixes our broken elections so that people,
not the political establishment, are the ones in control.
The Act serves as a model for legislation at the city and state level. On Nov. 8th, 2016,
voters in South Dakota made history by approving the first state-wide Anti-Corruption
Act in the United States. Conservatives and progressives united to fight back against big
money, and they won.
They weren’t afraid to call the money pouring into our political
system what it is: corruption. They went all in with comprehensive reforms instead of settling for half measures. And they did
it all by sidestepping entrenched politicians and putting a citizen
initiative directly on the ballot — no politicians required, just
we, the People.
We know that we can only win this battle with a broad base of
grassroots support from people across America and across the
political spectrum. You can help us now by signing on in support
of the Anti-Corruption Act. By signing on you’ll be joining over
half a million other Americans and your support will be key to
our success both locally and nationally. Thanks!
Pass around sign-up sheets and have people turn them into you
at the end of the meeting.

”

HOW TO:

HOST YOUR MEET & GREET
Once you’ve recruited your team of 3-5 leaders to launch your chapter, you’ll want to
organize a Meet, Greet, & Petition Day. The purpose is to get to know each other, and then
hit the streets with clipboards to do some petitioning and engage your community.
Use our sample meet and greet agenda here.

Sample Agenda for your chapter’s first Meet/Greet & Petition Day
Before hitting the streets to petition, it’s important for the members of the team to get to know each other
and get on the same page about what your chapter is doing. This is a great opportunity for team-building, and
is also a perfect chance to practice the petitioning pitch with each other. Even better that it can be over tea or
coffee!
Important Ground Rules: At the start of every meeting be sure to remind members why we are so successful
in our work. We’re a nonpartisan campaign because corruption can only be defeated if we work together.
That means working with people from all sides of the political spectrum.
5 MINUTES: INTRODUCTIONS:
Say your name, what you do when you’re not volunteering with Represent.Us, and your
favorite ice cream flavor.

“

5 MINUTES: OVERVIEW OF REPRESENT.US STRATEGY AND YOUR LOCAL CHAPTER
You can use the sample script below to introduce folks to the campaign in general and
what your chapter will be doing in your town:
The long term goal of Represent.Us is to pass Anti-Corruption reform nationally. We
know this reform isn’t going to come from Congress. So, our strategy is to build up
momentum by passing anti-corruption reform at the local level in cities and states
across the country.
Over 50 volunteer-led chapters across the country are working to build political momentum and support for anti-corruption reform by passing resolutions in their home
towns, cities, and states. The process for passing these nonbinding resolutions is very
clear and Represent.Us will provide us with a lot of resources to help us along the way.
These resolutions call on the state and federal government to pass anti-corruption
reform. We’ve also found the process of passing resolutions to serve as a great vehicle
for building relationships with local elected officials and partner organizations as well
as growing public support for the campaign.
Does anyone have any questions?

”

HOW TO:

HOST YOUR MEET & GREET
5 MINUTES/PERSON: STORY OF SELF:
Get to know each other by talking a little bit about
why you’re interested in this issue. Go around and
have every person talk about why they are here
today. Use the following questions for guidance, but
tell your story in whatever way you choose.
»» What drew you to the issue of political
corruption?
»» Have you done any other political work before?

»» Access to Represent.Us petition signers in
your area
»» Database infrastructure to support local
organizing and public engagement
»» An email address for your chapter
»» A branded, public facebook group for your
chapter (HQ will create for you)
»» Sample meeting agendas
»» Example local resolution strategy chart

»» Are there other factors in your life that have
pushed you to be more involved in this issue?

10 MINUTES: ROLES WITHIN YOUR LOCAL
CHAPTER:

»» Why did you decide to get involved, and what
do you hope to accomplish?

Review the list of suggested chapter leadership
roles below. Let them know what qualifications each
position has, what responsibilities come under each,
what the estimated weekly time commitment is, and
ask if there are any that sound particularly interesting
to them.

2 MINUTES/ WHAT DO REPRESENT.US
CHAPTERS FOCUS ON?
1) Supporting the national campaign
»» Phone banking voters to pass and defend anticorruption reform
»» Participating in Representation Day, our
national day of action
2) Building an anti-corruption movement locally
»» Passing anti-corruption resolutions
»» Partnering with local organizations to pass and
defend binding reforms
3 MINUTES/ RESOURCES AND SUPPORT FROM
REPRESENT.US HQ
»» Once monthly chapter leader calls
»» Facebook forum to share ideas and best
practices with other chapters
»» Online trainings and support
»» Promotional materials
»» A page on the Represent.Us website for your
chapter

You can find the full descriptions of the roles at
http://volunteer.represent.us/roles

HOW TO:

HOST YOUR MEET & GREET
Roles
Chapter Leader: The Chapter Leader is responsible
for pushing the chapter forward, developing meeting agendas, and working directly with staff at
headquarters to make sure the chapter is supporting Represent.Us’ national policy, strategies and
objectives.
Logistics Coordinator: This person supports the
chapter by reserving spaces for regular chapter
meetings and sending out email invitations and
reminders to area Represent.Us supporters.
Membership Coordinator: The Membership Coordinator helps grow and maintain the chapter’s
membership by building relationships with new
volunteer signups to get them excited about joining
the chapter.
Press Coordinator: This person serves as the chapter’s media spokesperson, by drafting and sending
press releases for local chapter events.
5 MINUTES PLANNING FOR YOUR RESOLUTION
KICK-OFF MEETING:
The Resolution Kick-Off Meeting is your chapter’s
public launch. You’ll want to decide on a time, date
and location for the meeting.
Be sure to plan it at least 2 weeks out and email
grassroots@represent.us to let us know. We’ll
send you a chapter starter kit in the mail, share a
phonebanking list of local Represent.Us supporters
to invite as well as a local press list to contact about
your kick-off.
»» Assign responsibilities leading up to the
Resolution Kick-Off meeting.
»» Who will confirm the location for the meeting?

»» Who will phonebank the local Represent.Us
supporter list? When?
»» Who will draft and send a press release to local
media?
»» Who will lead the presentation at the
meeting?
10 MINUTES: PETITIONING ROLE PLAY
Split into pairs and practice our petitioning pitch.
Take turns being the petitioner and the passerby.
30 MINUTES - 1 HOUR: PETITIONING
Getting people to sign-up to join the Represent.Us
campaign is crucial for growing our national network and your local chapter. When someone signs
up to join the campaign you can also recruit them to
join your local chapter.
Finish your coffee, and hit the streets with your
clipboards and petitions!

HOW TO:

TALK ABOUT REPRESENT.US
Below is a well-tested “pitch” to describe Represent.Us and
our mission. You can use it when petitioning or hosting a table
in public to recruit new members. You can also use the “pitch”
when talking with friends or family about the campaign.

Initial Hooks
“Hi, want to get big money out of politics?”

“

“Hi, can I tell you about our campaign to stop money
from corrupting our elections and politics?”
“Hi, do you agree that big money is corrupting
American/City/State/Local politics?”

”

“Hi, want to help stop government corruption?”
“Hi, want to protect [CITY] from corruption?”

Pitch

“

”

Will you add your name in support of the American
Anti-Corruption Act?

“

Ways to Sign Up
Represent.us Members
Link to petition/member sign-up
online http://volunteer.represent.us
Printable hard copy sign-up sheets
http://volunteer.represent.us/petition

Volunteer Ask:
If you’d like to join our local chapter, just check off
the “I want to volunteer” box on the sign-up sheet
and we’ll let you know when our next meeting is.
Thank you.

❏❏ This Action Handbook
❏❏ 2 or 3 pens
❏❏ Wear a Represent.Us sticker or
pin.*
❏❏ A clipboard, folder, or
something hard and portable as
a writing surface.
❏❏ Represent.Us postcards or
stickers to give away.*
*Email us at grassroots@represent.us
and we’ll send you some stickers and
postcards in the mail

Represent.Us is a national campaign that brings
conservatives and progressives together to fix
America’s corrupt political system.
We’re going around Congress by passing AntiCorruption Acts in cities and states. These laws
protect our local communities from corruption and
build momentum for national reform.

WHAT TO BRING PETITIONING:

”

HOW TO:

PLAN YOUR RESOLUTION
KICK-OFF MEETING
The Resolution Kick-Off Meeting is your chapter’s
public launch. First, you’ll need to find a space to hold
your meeting. Some chapters host their meetings in
their homes. Public libraries and cafés make good
meeting spots for larger crowds and local nonprofits,
churches, or schools may also offer meeting space.
People love free food, so reach out to local pizza
places and sandwich shops to see if they will donate
some good food.

You can use our sample agenda here, along with the
accompanying powerpoint presentation for your kickoff meeting.
Important Ground Rules: At the start of every meeting be sure to remind members why we are so successful in our work. We’re a nonpartisan campaign
because corruption can only be defeated if we work
together. That means working with people from all
sides of the political spectrum.

Sample Kick-Off meeting agenda

First Meeting Checklist

1 Introductions (5-10 mins) (have everyone say their
name, where they live, and one word that describes why
they’re involved)
»» Track attendance (pass around this sign-in form or use
your own)

TWO WEEKS BEFORE
❏❏ Determine a good time for your
meeting; make sure it doesn’t conflict
with other similar organizations
❏❏ Book the location
❏❏ Email grassroots@represent.us so
we can share some more resources
with you
❏❏ Create a Facebook event
❏❏ Make announcements at local group
meetings
❏❏ Ask a local restaurant if they can
donate some food

»» Fun team building activity or icebreaker questions
»» Represent.Us overview for newcomers
-- Overview of the problem
-- The long term goal of Represent.Us is to pass Anti-

Corruption reform nationally, but we know this reform isn’t
going to come from Congress. So, our strategy to get to that
point is to use this policy as a model for laws at the local
level in cities and states across the country.
-- Over 40 volunteer-led chapters across the country are
working to build up political momentum and support for
anti-corruption reform by passing resolutions in their home
towns, cities, and states.
-- Questions (5 mins)

2 National update (5 mins) (share the highlights from the
monthly leaders’ call)
»» News from Represent.Us national
»» National anti-corruption news
3 Passing our first Local Resolution Presentation (20
mins)
»» Questions (5 mins)
4 Debrief and schedule next steps for resolution process
(5 mins)
»» Who will contact City Clerk?
»» Schedule next meeting

ONE WEEK BEFORE
❏❏ Post flyers to advertise your meeting
around town
❏❏ Send out an email to supporters
❏❏ Send out press release
❏❏ Call local Represent.Us supporters
to invite
DAY BEFORE
❏❏ Call RSVPs to confirm they will attend
THE DAY OF
❏❏ Send out a reminder email blast
❏❏ Pick up food and refreshments
❏❏ Arrive early to set up
❏❏ Send out press release

HOW TO:

GROW YOUR CHAPTER
EVENT PLANNING CHECKLIST

After your kick-off meeting, schedule regular chapter meetings to make sure you’re on track to pass
your first Anti-Corruption Resolution.
You may also want to consider hosting events to
gain more visibility, recruit new members, and build
awareness about anti-corruption reform. Here are
some recruitment ideas:
DAYS OF ACTION
Every year Represent.Us celebrates Representation
Day — our national day of action — with rallies
and events across the country to draw attention to
government corruption.
CONFERENCES AND FESTIVALS
Many conferences and festivals have non-profit
booths that you can book. These are great opportunities to get the word out about Represent.Us and
network with other people doing great work. Our
volunteers have set up some really fun booths like
the “Dunk a Lobbyist” tank.
GUEST SPEAKERS, DEBATES, AND PANELS
Invite an anti-corruption expert to speak, or host a
debate on anti-corruption initiatives.

Three Weeks Out
❏❏ Determine a good date & time for the
event; make sure it doesn’t conflict
with other community events
❏❏ Book the event location
❏❏ Find funding for food & refreshments
❏❏ Create a Facebook event and advertise
through social media
❏❏ List the event on community group
calendars, newsletters and email lists
❏❏ Email press@represent.us for
recommendations on how to get
coverage for your event
Two Weeks Out
❏❏ Ask other community groups to help
promote the event
❏❏ Flyering around town
One Week Out
❏❏ Make announcements at local civic
group meetings
❏❏ Send out email blast
❏❏ Prepare event materials (reserve
projector, etc)
Day Of
❏❏ Pick up food and refreshments
❏❏ Arrive early to set up
❏❏ Track attendance with sign-in sheet
Day After
❏❏ Send thank you emails to speakers
and/or faculty who helped

HOW TO:

GROW YOUR CHAPTER
MOVIE NIGHTS AND FILM SCREENINGS

”BIRD-DOG” AT A POLITICAL EVENT

Films that bring big money’s corrupting influence
in politics before an audience can spark interesting
conversation, serve as a great educational tool,
and spur people to action. Plan a brief introduction
including some basic facts about corruption and the
American Anti-Corruption Act. Always be sure to
include a volunteer activity at your screening. This
could be as easy as having people sign up to join the
Represent.Us campaign or having them write letters
to the editor of your local newspaper.

If you have any politicians visiting town, prepare
some questions on corruption and ask them during
a public Q&A.

Documentary Films
“Big Sky, Big Money”
“Citizen Koch”
“Pay 2 Play”
“Priceless”
“Meet the Donors: Does Money Talk?”

Put the power of the people to the test by hosting a
tug o’ war of ordinary folk versus the mighty dollars.
We’ll send you some prized money suits for Team
Green.

Youtube Videos
Lawrence Lessig’s TED Talk
Represent.Us Youtube Channel

LETTER TO THE EDITOR WRITING PARTY
Get together and write some letters to your local
newspaper. This will help get the word out and
recruit new supporters to the campaign.
MONEY VS. THE PEOPLE TUG OF WAR

MUSIC EVENTS/CONCERTS
Music makes the people come together, or so
Madonna says. Sponsor a battle of the bands in
your town, inviting bands to play and using set
breaks to talk about the issue. You can also reach
out to local bands to see if you can table at one of
their concerts.

HOW TO:

PASS AN ANTI-CORRUPTION
RESOLUTION
Passing non-binding Anti-Corruption Resolutions is crucial to our long-term strategy. You can pass
them in any community and set the stage for local and state-wide anti-corruption reform. They
bring major public attention to the issue of corruption, and serve as a formal public mandate to
city, state, and federal governments. Nationally, we point to every resolution passed as more proof
that anti-corruption reform is the will of the people.
Represent.Us chapters across the country are making this happen in their communities. See where we’ve
passed local wins so far at: www.represent.us/wins
Every town, city and county has a different avenue for passing resolutions. To find out which option works in
your community you’ll want to call your city clerk, and ask them how to pass a non-binding resolution.
Here are the three most common ways to pass an Anti-Corruption Resolution in your community.

Option A: Ask Your City Council
to Pass a Resolution

Option B: Ask Voters
to Decide

In most cities and counties you can ask your city council, county
commissioners, select board, or other governing body to directly
pass a resolution. Here’s how:

Some cities and states allow you to put
a non-binding resolution onto your local,
county, or state ballot directly by collecting signatures from local voters.

Step 1: Write the resolution - (Email grassroots@represent.us
for resolution templates).
Step 2: Research members of the council or board to identify
the most likely allies and ask to meet with them. Once your
meeting is scheduled, let Represent.Us know so we can have a
Lobbying Training with your team.
Step 3: Meet with likely allies of the council or board and ask
if they will introduce and vote yes on a local Anti-Corruption
Resolution. Once you have an initial supporter ask who they
recommend you meet with next and continue meeting with and
getting support from members until you have support from the
majority.
Step 4: Pack the Room – Follow-up with your biggest ally on
the council or board to get the resolution on the agenda for
an upcoming meeting. When the day for the vote arrives, pack
the room with your supporters to put pressure on the officials
to adopt the resolution. Have everyone in your group wear
Represent.Us stickers, buttons, or shirts so the council members
notice everyone.

Step 1: Write the resolution - (Email
grassroots@represent.us for resolution
templates).
Step 2: Run a signature drive – Signature
drives allow you to build public support
for the resolution, recruit volunteers, and
avoid politicians who may not want to
see this resolution pass. Confirm, with
the local clerk, how many signatures you
need and how much time you have to
collect them. To
account for any invalid signatures, collect
one-third more than the required signature count.
Step 3: Get out the Vote! – Make sure the
whole community knows what you are
doing!

HOW TO:

PASS AN ANTI-CORRUPTION
RESOLUTION
Option C: City Council Places the
Resolution on the Ballot
If you go this route, you need to have a strong plan
to get out the vote.
Step 1: Write the resolution - (Email grassroots@
represent.us for resolution templates). In some
cases, the city council may insist on writing the
language themselves. If this is the case, you’ll want
to give them our sample resolution as a template.
Step 2: Meet the Council or board, identify likely allies, and schedule individual meetings. You will likely
need a member to sponsor the legislation.
Step 3: Get out the Vote – Make sure the whole
community knows what you are doing!
Finally, celebrate!
When you win, make sure you celebrate all of your
hard work with your team!
The Represent Rockford group celebrating an anti-corruption
resolution that was passed by voters on the ballot.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS REPRESENT.US?
Represent.Us is the nation’s largest grassroots anticorruption campaign. We bring together conservatives, progressives and everyone in between to fix
America’s corrupt political system.
WHAT DOES REPRESENT.US DO?
We’re going around Congress by passing anticorruption laws in cities and states. These laws
protect our communities from corruption – and
build momentum for national reform.
WHO RUNS REPRESENT.US?
Our executive director and founder is Josh Silver.
He’s worked in election and media reform for
decades, originally as the campaign manager for
Arizona’s successful clean elections ballot initiative
in 1998, and then as the cofounder and former CEO
of the media reform organization Free Press. He
founded Represent.Us in 2012 to work with conservatives, progressives and everyone in between and
fix our corrupt political system.
WHO’S ON YOUR BOARD?
Our board embodies our right-left ethos. It is
comprised of talented business executives and leaders in their field: legal counsel, tech entrepreneurs,
investors, communications and entertainment
industry directors.

WHO ARE YOUR MEMBERS/VOLUNTEERS/
SUPPORTERS?
We have more than half a million members and
thousands of active volunteers leading more than
50 chapters across the nation. Our members are
from all across the political spectrum: conservatives,
progressives, and everyone in between.
WHAT ARE ANTI-CORRUPTION ACTS?
Anti-Corruption Acts are laws that fight corruption
at the city, state or federal level.
Anti-Corruption Acts do three main things:
»» Stop political bribery so special interests
can’t use job offers and donations to influence
politicians.
»» End secret money so people know who’s
buying political power.
»» Fix our broken elections so the people, not the
political establishment, are the ones in control.
No two Anti-Corruption Acts are identical. They
are tailored by local leaders to suit the scale of the
problem and legal constraints of municipal or state
government.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT DO YOU MEAN, “FIX OUR BROKEN
ELECTIONS”?
The sad reality is that our elections are broken.
Gerrymandering means politicians pick their
voters, not the other way around – so elections
aren’t competitive. Partisan primaries give the
political establishment control over who we can
vote for, and outdated voting systems force us to
choose between the “lesser of two evils” at the
ballot. That’s not a real choice.
Our plan puts voters back in charge of our elections.
We’re making sure voters pick their politicians by
creating independent redistricting commissions.
We’re using proven automatic voter registration
systems to make sure your registration follows you
from place to place, saves taxpayer dollars, and
makes our elections more secure. We’re making
candidates compete in open primaries controlled by
voters, not the political establishment. And we’re
upgrading our voting systems so we have more
choices at the ballot and aren’t forced to choose
between the lesser of two evils.
THIS SOUNDS EXPENSIVE TO IMPLEMENT.
WON’T THIS COST TAXPAYERS BIG TIME?
No. Anti-Corruption Acts prevent government cronyism and waste, which saves taxpayers far more
than the modest costs of implementing new laws.
HAS THE ACT BEEN INTRODUCED TO CONGRESS?
Washington is currently broken. They’re simply
NOT going to fix this for us. That’s why we’re going
around Congress to pass anti-corruption laws ourselves. Anti-corruption laws stop political bribery,
end secret money, and fix our broken elections.

DO YOU REALLY EXPECT POLITICIANS TO
REGULATE THEMSELVES? ISN’T THAT ASKING
THE FOX TO GUARD THE HENHOUSE?
Thankfully, we don’t have to wait around for politicians to act. There are many states and cities where
we, the people, can use the ballot initiative process
to bypass politicians and put tough anti-corruption
laws directly to a public vote.
WHY FIGHT LOCALLY WHEN THE PROBLEM IS
FEDERAL? / HOW DO LOCAL INITIATIVES FIX
CONGRESS?
Throughout our nation’s history, political changes
on everything from the end of Prohibition to the
legalization of interracial marriage started by
passing laws in the states. That’s why Represent.
Us is going around congress to pass anti-corruption
laws in cities and states, and build momentum for
national reform.
Congress is not going to change the system that put
them in power. We put Anti-Corruption Acts on the
ballot so voters can fix our nation’s corrupt political
system themselves.
WHY ARE YOU CALLING THIS PROBLEM
“CORRUPTION”?
Because it is corruption. From super PACs to lucrative job offers and campaign contributions, there
are tons of perfectly legal ways to bribe a politician,
or for a politician to extort a special interest. The

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
two-party grip on elections, paired with partisan
gerrymandering, makes our elections corrupt, too.
Exchanging money for political influence is corrupt and should be illegal – and voters need to be
in charge of elections. That’s why Represent.Us
members are passing city and state Anti-Corruption
Acts. They stop political bribery, end secret money,
and fix our broken elections.
WHAT ABOUT OVERTURNING CITIZENS UNITED?
The Citizens United decision was bad for democracy,
and Represent.Us members supported successful
efforts in Washington and California to overturn it.
However, it is important to recognize that Citizens
United only affects one part of an enormous problem. Everything from lobbying and disclosure, ethics
and our rigged elections can be addressed, and
significantly improved, right now, constitutionally,
even under our current Supreme Court. All the provisions of the American Anti-Corruption Act have been
thoroughly vetted by legal experts who specialize in
Constitutional Law.

WHAT ABOUT FREE SPEECH?
Anti-Corruption Acts preserve and strengthen the
First Amendment, protecting every American’s
constitutional right to free speech. The Act fixes
corruption and makes politicians listen to the people
instead of political cronies and elite insiders.
ARE YOU JUST A BUNCH OF LIBERALS/
LIBERTARIANS/CONSERVATIVES?
Represent.Us members span the political spectrum.
While the political establishment tries to make the
nation look insurmountably partisan, at the grassroots, the American people are on the same page
about this issue.
In 2014, local Tea Party members and progressive
activists in Tallahassee, Florida, joined together to
pass America’s first city wide Anti-Corruption Act.
Since then there have been landmark cross-partisan
anti-corruption campaigns in Maine, Seattle, Washington and South Dakota, where voters passed the
nation’s first statewide Anti-Corruption Act. We
see the same thing in cities and states around the
country: conservatives, progressives, and everyone
in between are putting aside their differences and
going around Congress to fix our corrupt political
system.
WHO’S MORE CORRUPT —DEMOCRATS
OR REPUBLICANS?
Corruption does not wear a party label. Our political
system is corrupt, and politicians on both sides of
the aisle participate in it. And they both have terrible
records when it comes to actually fixing things. But
at the grassroots, Americans from the left, right,
and center are working together right now to fix our
corrupt political system.

FREQUENTLY
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YEAH RIGHT. YOU THINK YOU CAN
ACTUALLY WIN?

IS ANYONE ORGANIZING NEAR ME?
HOW CAN I HELP?

We already are winning. Represent.Us members
have already passed dozens of Anti-Corruption Acts
and Resolutions around the country. More cities and
states are on the way in 2017 and 2018. By using
the ballot initiative process, we go around politicians and vote for reform directly.

Members are forming chapters all over the country.
Go to http://volunteer.represent.us/chapters to find
a Represent.Us chapter near you. Or sign up to start
your own.

WHERE DOES YOUR MONEY COME FROM?

Your support for local and national Acts is critical
and just adding your name is a big help. You can
also help by simply spreading the word. 90% of
Americans know corruption is a problem, but they
don’t believe it can be fixed. That’s why we need as
many people as possible to help get the word out
that fixing corruption isn’t just possible, it’s already
happening.

We’re a nonprofit organization funded by donations from our members and supporters, as well
as grants from philanthropic organizations. We are
supported by more than 13,000 individual donors
from across the political spectrum, most of whom
give $100 or less.
As you might imagine, we are firm believers in
transparency, and our full donor list is available at
https://represent.us/donor-list/.

BUT I DON’T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT
POLITICS/I DON’T HAVE TIME.

If you encounter other questions you
need help answering, please contact
the Represent.Us Campaign Team at
grassroots@represent.us or give us a
call at 413.333.5629

