
AIRLIFT/TANKER QUARTERLY
Volume 24 • Number 4 • Fall 2016

Page 14

Pages 56-65

A Salute to Our Industry Partners

Pages 25-55

2016 A/TA Awards

2nd in a 3 Part Series
Mobility Airmen – Excellence in Action
Building the Bonds of Air Mobility:
Organizational and Operational Developments, 1950 - 1974



A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 1

 ContentsTable of

2016 A/TA Board of Officers & Convention Staff ...................................................................... 2

 A/TA UpFront
Chairman’s Comments. ............................................................................................................. 4
President’s Message .................................................................................................................... 5
Secretary’s Notes ........................................................................................................................ 6

 Features
A Welcome Message from General Everhart .............................................................................. 8

A Welcome Message from Chief Master Sergeant Shelina Frey .............................................. 12
Cover Story

Mobility Airmen – Excellence in Action
  Building The Bonds Of Air Mobility:
  Organizational And Operational Developments, 1950 - 1974 .......................................... 14

Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame .................................................................................................20-24

2016 A/TA Awards
2016 A/TA Hall of Fame Inductee .......................................................................................26-29
2016 A/TA Young Leadership Award Winners ....................................................................30-35
2016 A/TA General Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser Award Winners .........................................36-40
2016 A/TA General P. K. Carlton Award for Valor Winner ...................................................... 43
2016 A/TA Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen Award Winner ............................................................. 44
2016 A/TA Specialized Mission Award Winner ....................................................................... 47
2016 A/TA General Ronald Fogleman ASAM Award Winner .................................................. 48
2016 A/TA Key Spouse of the Year Award Winner .................................................................. 51
2016 A/TA LtGen James E. Sherrard III Award (AFRC) Winner ............................................... 52
2016 A/TA MajGen Stanley F. H. Newman Award (ANG) Winner .......................................... 55

A Salute to the A/TA Industry Partners ...............................................................................56-65
Book Review: Cold War At 30,000 Feet ..................................................................................... 71
Air Mobility News & Views .................................................................................................72-74
2016 A/TA Lost Member List ................................................................................................... 75
Air Mobility Classics ................................................................................................................ 76

AIRLIFT/TANKER QUARTERLY
Volume 24 • Number 4 • Fall 2016

 Alphabetical List of Advertisers
Airbus Defense & Space ................................................................................................17 & 18
Angel Airlines
 for Veterns (courtesy ad) .......................................................................................................53
AMC Museum (courtesy ad) ..................................................................................................46
ARSAG ....................................................................................................................................11
A/TA Enlisted Education Grant Program ...............................................................................54
Boeing .................................................................................................... Centerspread 38 & 39
Coastal Aircraft/Oregon Aero.................................................................................. Back Cover
David Clark ............................................................................................................................34
FlightSafety ...................................................................................................Inside Back Cover
Gulfstream................................................................................................................................3
Jeppesen .................................................................................................................................49
Lockheed Martin ....................................................................................................................45
Parker Aerospace ......................................................................................... Inside Front Cover
Pratt & Whitney .....................................................................................................................41
Rockwell Collins ....................................................................................................................42
Snowball Express (courtesy ad) ..............................................................................................50

ON THE COVER: In keeping with the 2016 A/TA Convention and AMC & A/TA Symposium theme – “America’s Mobility 
Force: Forged Through Alliances, Partnerships and Teamwork” – this edition of A/TQ features the second installment 
of a three part series designed to highlight the accomplishments of Mobility Airmen across time – Part 2: Building the 
Bonds of Air Mobility, Organizational and Operational Developments, 1950-1974, by Col Greg Cook, USAF (Ret). The 
cover features an illustration of a Boeing KC-135 Stratotanker, which entered service circa 1957, refueling a Lockheed 
C-5 Galaxy, which entered service circa 1969. (Illustration by Collin Bakse, editor & art director, A/TQ).

 Airlift/Tanker Quarterly is published four times a year by 
the Airlift/Tanker Association, 655 Julian Road, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee 37421. Postage paid at Belleville, Illinois.
 Subscription rate: $40.00 per year. Change of address 
requires four weeks notice.
 The Airlift/Tanker Association is a non-profit professional 
organization dedicated to providing a forum for people 
interested in improving the capability of U.S. air mobility forces. 
Membership in the Airlift/Tanker Association is $40 annually 
(E-1 to E-4 receive a $20 discount on annual membership) or 
$110 for three years. Full-time student membership is $15 per 
year (ROTC; High School; Undergrad College – No Military.) Life 
membership is $500. Industry Partner membership includes five 
individual memberships and is $1700 per year. Membership 
dues include a subscription to Airlift/Tanker Quarterly, and 
are subject to change.
 Airlift/Tanker Quarterly is published for the use of subscribers, 
officers, advisors and members of the Airlift/Tanker Association.
 The appearance of articles or advertisements, including 
inserts, in Airlift/Tanker Quarterly does not constitute an 
endorsement by the Airlift/Tanker Association, the Air Mobility 
Command, the Department of the Air Force or the Department 
of Defense, of the viewpoints, products or services mentioned 
or advertised.
 ©2016. Articles appearing in this publication may not be 
reprinted, in any form, without prior written approval from the 
Airlift/Tanker Association.
 Airlift/Tanker Quarterly is quarterly news cycle-
dependent and is distributed as follows: Winter: 
January  /   February   /   March;  Spr ing :  Apr i l   /  May 
/  June ;     Summer :    Ju ly  /  Augus t  /  S ep tember ;  Fa l l :  
October  / November  /  December [actual distribution dates 
vary]. The copy deadline for submitted stories, articles, letters, 
etc., is as follows: Winter: December 30th; Spring: March 30th; 
Summer: June 30th; Fall [Convention Edition]: August 30th.
 Airlift/Tanker Quarterly accepts advertising for the inside 
front, inside back, two-page centerspread and back covers for the 
Winter, Spring and Summer Editions; and for throughout the Fall 
Convention Edition.

BOARD OF OFFICERS & EDITORIAL STAFF:

Chairman, A/TA
Gen Arthur J Lichte USAF Ret

chairman@atalink.org
President

CMSgt Michael R Kerver USAF Ret
President@atalink.org

Sr Vice President
Lt Gen Vern M Findley II USAF Ret

srvp@atalink.org
VP, Programs

Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
ProgramsVP@atalink.org

VP, Industry Affairs
Col Cary Walgamott USAF Ret

Industryvp@atalink.org
Secretary

Col Michael D Cassidy USAF Ret
secretary@atalink.org

Treasurer
Col John J Murphy Jr USAF Ret

treasurer@atalink.org
Assocation Administrators

Lt Col Gary Hart USAF Ret & Sondra Hart
ata@atalink.org

Public Affairs & Social Media Coordinator
Col. Gregory Cook, USAF Retired

PublicAffairs@atalink.org
A/TQ Editor and Art Director

Mr. Collin R. Bakse
atq@atalink.org

A/TQ Business Manager
Mr. Doug Lynch

Advertising@atalink.org

PRINTED IN U.S.A.



2 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016



4 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 5

 Welcome to Nashville, the Gaylord Opry-
land Resort and Convention Center, and 

our 48th Airlift/
Tanker Association 
(A/TA) Conven-
tion! It’s a plea-
sure being here 
with you, and we 
look forward to 
another spectacu-
lar event. As I’ 
have mentioned 
to many people 
on multiple occa-
sions, I was hooked 

after my first convention and hope the same 
thing happens to every first time attendee 
this year. A/TA is a membership based or-
ganization, and our livelihood and success 
starts with you. I’m now 10 years north of 
my own 30-year career, and one of the big-
gest reasons I look forward to our conven-
tion is the unique opportunity it presents 
to see old friends, re-connect and tell war 
stories. I also learn a great deal from our 
membership about what the A/TA can do 
to improve as an organization, and remain 
relevant into the future.
 I’d like to be among the first to congratu-
late our 2016 A/TA Annual Award recipients 
and their families! We’re excited to recog-
nize you and your accomplishments this 
week. I would also like to extend my con-
gratulations to our outstanding Air Force 
Reserve and Air National Guard Air Mobility 
Wings. In every sense of the word, the A/TA 
is truly a total force association and we are 
all very proud of you and look forward to 
your continued accomplishments.
 It’s been a privilege serving as your 
President, and what a great first year it 
has been. In February, we were hosted by 
the Golden Bear Chapter and gathered at 
Travis AFB for our Winter Board meeting. 
In May, we traveled to MacDill AFB and 
enjoyed the hospitality provided by our 
Tony Jannus Chapter. In August, at Dover 
AFB, home of our Eagle Chapter, we final-
ized the planning for this great convention 

 “Welcome to Nashville!” Sounds pretty 
simple, but it is a welcome to all the energy 

and excitement that 
goes along with 
our Air Mobility 
Traditions and it 
is being held in 
one of the most 
exciting cities 
for Country and 
Western music, 
and the Capital of 
Tennessee. This is 
our 48th Annual 
gathering and we 

are celebrating all of you who carry out the 
Mobility Mission around the world. We are 
glad you could join us; and for those just 
reading the magazine and missed the 
convention, we hope you will be with us 
soon again. 
 There’s a great deal of excitement and 
energy at this year’s convention. First of 
all, we have a great lineup of Mobility 
Leaders from around the world joining us 
this year including our Secretary of the 
Air Force, the Honorable Deborah James. 
She knows the importance of mobility! 
She said, “Mobility Rocks!” Second, we 
are getting closer to our 50th Anniversary 
celebration and things just keep getting 
better and better and we want to hear your 
ideas for what YOU want to see at our big 
blowout in Dallas, Texas in 2018.
 I am sure by now you all know the three 
themes we focus on with our Association: 
Supporting Mobility Airmen, Preserving 
Our Mobility Culture, and Strengthening 
Our Bonds. This year we will be emphasiz-
ing the last area  – Strengthening Our Bonds 
– and you will see that throughout all the 

Gen Arthur J. Lichte
USAF, Ret

CMSgt Mike Kerver
USAF, Ret

That “Can Do” Spirit – Redux!
 First, as I did last Fall, I want to thank Greg 
Cook for this issue’s cover story. Greg went 
way above and beyond by actually creating a 
three part series which continues with Part 2 
in this edition of A/TQ and will conclude in 
next year’s Fall edition! The series is a history 
of America’s Air Mobility odyssey with an em-
phasis on the people, the Air Mobility Warriors, 
who made, and make, things happen. Part 2 
covers the years 1950 until 1990. Part 3 will 
cover 1990 into the future! So, Thanks Greg!
 And, second, I would like to relate some of 
the facts and feats that highlight the amazing 
“Can Do” spirit of the 2016 A/TA Hall of 
Fame Inductee, Sir Alan Cobham –
 1921: made a 5,000 mile air tour of Eu-
rope, visiting 17 cities in 3 weeks.
 1926: made a trip from London to Cape 
Town, South Africa and back; made a trip 
from Britain to Australia and back; attempt-
ed to be the first person to deliver mail to 
New York City from the east; appears in the 
film With Cobham to the Cape; knighted by 
King George V; awarded the Gold Medal by 
the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale.
 1927: starred as himself in the British war 
film The Flight Commander.
 1928: flew a Short Singapore flying boat 
around the continent of Africa landing only 
in British territory followed by his appear-
ance in the film ‘Round Africa with Cobham;
 1930: publishes the book Twenty Thou-
sand Miles in a Flying-Boat.
 1931: became a director of aeroplane 
manufacturing company Airspeed Limited. 
 1932: appears in the film With Cobham 
to Kivu; began National Aviation Day dis-
plays – a combination of barnstorming and 
joyriding – generally known as “Cobham’s 
Flying Circus,” it was hugely popular, giving 
thousands of people their first experience of 
flying and bringing “air-mindedness” to the 
population; took the aerial circus to South 
Africa late in the year.
 1934: becomes the founder of Flight Refu-
eling Limited, also known as FRL.
 1935: founded an airline company called 
Cobham Air Routes Ltd., then turned his at-
tention to experimentaion with aerial reful-
ing and refining the looped-hose system; his 
aerial refueling trials stopped at the outbreak 
of World War II until interest was success-
fully revived by the RAF and United States 
Army Air Forces in the last year of the war.
 Sir Alan once remarked: “It’s a full time 
job being Alan Cobham!” He retired to the 
British Virgin Islands, but returned to Eng-
land where he died in 1973. You can learn 
more about Sir Alan in the Awards section of 
this magazine on pages 24-27.
 The Awards section also highlights the 
accomplishments of many modern day Air 
Mobility warriors – congratulate them when 
you see them here at the convention!

Collin Bakse, editor

Announcements & Stories 
from, and/or about
Association Business,
Members and Chapters

 A/TA

Up Front
 A/TA

Up Front

Welcome to Nashville and the
48h Annual Airlift/Tanker Association
Convention & Technology Exposition

and the
Air Mobility Command and A/TA Symposium

48th Annual
Airlift/Tanker Association Convention

& Technology Exposition
and the

Air Mobility Command and A/TA Symposium
27 - 30 October 

Gaylor Opryland Convention Center, Nashville, Tennessee

America’s Mobility Force
Forged through Alliances,
Partnerships and Teamwork.  

A/TA        2016

2014 ★ 2015 ★ 2016

Supporting Mobility Airmen
Preserving Our Culture
Strengthening Our Bonds

Chairman’s Comments
presentations. When we say Strengthening 
Our Bonds, it is really an effort to increase 
the communications among all our part-
ners…the Active Duty, the Reserve, the 
Guard, Civilians, our Sister Services, our 
Civic Leaders, Industry partners and Com-
mercial partners – EVERYONE working to-
gether to make Air Mobility better for all.
 This year’s particular theme is “America’s 
Mobility Forces – Forged through Alliances, 
Partnerships, and Teamwork.” That’s really 
not new to our Mobility Airmen serving 
around the world. That’s what you do. You 
build those relationships today so when 
things get tough we can fall back and rely on 
our partners in times of crisis. It’s what we 
have been doing for years, going back to Col 
Gail Halvorsen and the Berlin Airlift, right 
through to today’s most pressing and chal-
lenging missions. And that’s why we have so 
many of our Allies participating or observing 
this event, we welcome them one and all.
 This year our Hall of Fame Honoree is Sir 
Alan Cobham. Another reflection of our 
theme and a salute to all the air to air refuel-
ers in the audience. Sir Alan made tremen-
dous contributions to refueling and is still 
having an impact today. Just think where we 
would be without this pioneer—Tankers put 
the Global in Global Mobility. 
 So we are glad you are with us. And if it is 
your first time, be sure to sign up as a mem-
ber so you can be fully integrated with the 
Airlift/Tanker Association. Members are our 
lifeblood and allow us to be able to function 
and do all we do for our members around 
the world. And when you sign up to be a 
member, bring along one of your friends, 
too. We want to grow the Association so 
we can celebrate our 50th Anniversary in 
fine style.

President’s Message
we’re all enjoying. In every case, we were 
amazed at the energy and dedication of 
our chapter presidents and their engage-
ment with both membership and their lo-
cal community. On behalf of the A/TA and 
our Board of Officers, I’d like to express my 
heartfelt gratitude to SMSgt Erick Fierro 
(Golden Bear), Capt Dave Sproul (Tony 
Jannus), and Capt Drew Bateman (Eagle) 
for your exemplary leadership and for wel-
coming us into your AOR. One more well-
deserved thank you goes to our Huyser 
Chapter and their president, Capt Steven 
Chandler for the tremendous job they did 
organizing our Walk of Fame bust dedica-
tion ceremony in honor of our 2015 Hall 
of Fame (HOF) inductees, the C-17 Path-
finder Loadmasters.
 Our 2016 HOF selection process is com-
plete, and we’re proud to announce Sir Alan 
Cobham as our 28th inductee! An aviation 
pioneer and significant contributor to air 
mobility through his historic aerial refueling 
experiments, Sir Alan is the former CEO and 
founder of Cobham, one of the United King-
dom’s largest aerospace companies.
 As we once again gather to “Strengthen 
Our Bonds,” this year’s convention theme, 
“America’s Mobility Force – Forged Through 
Alliances, Partnerships and Teamwork,” truly 
reflects and recognizes Sir Alan’s influence 
on the air to air refueling technology and 
techniques in use today. His continuous re-
finement of the probe and drogue refueling 
system was a fundamental contributor to the 
defense and security interests of the United 
States and its allies throughout the Cold War 
to present day Southwest Asia and an im-
portant capability of the Air Force’s newest 
tanker, the KC-46. The HOF award recogniz-
es the outstanding achievements of only our 
very best Airmen, and is the absolute highest 
honor the Association can bestow. We look 
forward to seeing you all at the HOF banquet 
Saturday night!
 I encourage you to take part in as many pro-
fessional development seminars as you can! 
We have a full schedule this year and over 38 
to choose from. Our keynote speaker list is 

equally impressive and there are few conven-
tions you could attend where you’ll have an 
opportunity to hear first-hand, the messages 
from so many senior Air Force and Mobility 
leaders. Headlining this notable group is the 
Secretary of the Air Force, the Honorable Deb-
orah James, and our Chief Master Sergeant of 
the Air Force, Jim Cody. Both understand the 
importance of Mobility and we’re privileged 
to have them at our convention. Some of you 
may know that CMSAF Cody is also an AMC 
alumni, serving as the 15th Expeditionary 
Mobility Task Force, 6th Air Mobility Wing 
and 18th Air Force Command Chief. We’re 
honored having both our USTRANSCOM 
Commander, Gen Darren McDew and Air 
Mobility Command Commander, Gen Dewey 
Everhart with us this year and we look forward 
to hearing from them both. Also with us for 
her first convention is our new AMC Com-
mand Chief, CMSgt Shelina Frey! The Chief 
has traveled the Command and while some 
might be equal, you would be hard pressed 
to find someone more proud of her Airmen. 
Chief Frey will be hosting a Command Chief 
panel, so get your questions ready now. Wel-
come to A/TA Chief!
 Enjoy your time with us as well as the 
comradery, fellowship, and many network-
ing opportunities our convention offers. 
Our convention is a year round effort with 
an endless number of details and numer-
ous levels of coordination. If you happen to 
catch up with him, let our VP for Programs 
Miles Wiley know how much you appreciate 
this event. It’s a hard and sometimes thank-
less job, but he makes it look easy! Thanks 
Miles for all you do. 
 Just like you, I want to see our Associa-
tion grow, remain relevant, and continue to 
support Mobility Airmen. To achieve these 
goals, we need members and new ideas. 
There are many things competing for our 
Airmen’s time and we’re working hard to 
provide value to membership. 
 Again, welcome to Nashville! Thank you 
for your service, travel safe, and I appreci-
ate everything you do to support our great 
Mobility mission.



6 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 7

C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters Honored at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois Welcome to our 48th annual Convention, 
Exposition and Symposium.

 Before I review 
some Association 
business let me en-
courage you to do 3 
things during this 
year’s convention:
 First, if you’re not 
a member of A/TA, 
join! If you are a 
member encourage 
others to join. Find 
your local chapter, 
join that chapter 

and get involved. You will be glad you did.
 Second, this year’s theme “Strengthening 
Our Bonds,” highlights one of the Associa-
tion’s great strengths – our diversity with a 
common bond. You meet people with a myr-
iad of backgrounds and roles committed to 
Air Mobility. So I challenge you to get into 
some serious discussions with people ‘out-
side your circle.’ That could be Active Duty 
with AFRC or ANG and vice versa. Or ‘blue 
suiters’ with Industry and Civic leaders. It 
could also mean aviators with maintainers 
or ‘port dawgs.’ All of you make this mission 
happen, it is important to build, renew and 
‘strengthen’ the relationships that make that 
work while we are together at Nashville. 
 Third, while you’re at the convention – go to 
our new web site http://www.atalink.org, and 
subscribe to follow the site. Along with the web 

Secretary’s Notes

Col. Mike Cassidy
USAF, Ret

site join us on Facebook and LinkedIn. Please 
give us feedback on any of the above. 
 Below is a short update from the Secretary’s 
perspective.
 a. Our summer board meeting at Dover 
AFB on 27 Aug was a great success thanks to 
the Eagle Chapter, specifically Capt Drew Bate-
man, Capt James “Shep” Shepard, SMSgt Pete 
Unkrur and MSgt Tony Christ. A big thanks 
also to the staff and all the volunteers at the Air 
Mobility Command Museum where we held 
our meeting. What a great facility, if you’re in 
the area you need to take the whole family. 
 b. Our new administration team has been 
up and running since the beginning of 2016. 
Starlifter Solutions (Lt Col Gary, USAF ret. 
and Sondra Hart) work the daily issues and 
represent the Association as the ‘voice’ when 
you call. Also 246Analytics (Col Brou Gautier, 
USAF ret. and Scott Young) are doing phenom-
enal work on the technical side of running this 
great organization. The web site and embedded 
registration process are awesome. 
 Below are schedule updates:
 The General Membership meeting will be 
held again in conjunction with the annual 
convention. Please join us, the where and 
when will be in the final convention schedule.
 We have not finalized the location for the 2017 
winter, spring and summer board meetings so 
keep an eye on the A/TQ, web and social media 
sites for locations. We’d love you to join us.
 Next is my latest installment in the Mobility 
trivia “pop quiz” – thanks to Dr. Rob Owen for 

his help. Send me an email with your answers. 
 1. In honor of our Hall of Fame inductee, Sir 
Alan Cobham, and his impact on Air Refuel-
ing; in what aircraft did Sir Cobham attempt 
to fly non-stop from Britain to India using his 
air refueling system?
 2. What two “trimotor” transports has the 
Air Force’s airlift arm operated since the end 
of WWII?
 Remember, invite someone you know 
(Guard, Reserve, Active, Retired, Civic Leader, 
aircrew, maintenance, port, support, etc.) to 
join this great organization and get involved 
with your local chapter.
 Lastly, on a personal note, to all those who 
contacted me after my father died in February 
this year, thank you! All your stories mean a lot 
to my whole family. I’ll continue to update the 
association’s web site but Dad will be buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery on 18 November 
at 1100ET. I’d love to see you there.
 Thanks for all you do, every day!! 
Mike
PS – If you have a favorite question you’d like 
me to include in the mobility pop quiz please 
send to me at secretary@atalink.org.

 On 8 September 2016 the Huyser Chap-
ter of the Airlift/Tanker Association host-
ed a ceremony to honor the 2015 Inductee 
to the Association’s Hall of Fame – a team 
of six C-17A “Pathfinder Loadmasters” – 
by unveiling the medallion commemorat-
ing their part in the development of 
the C-17 on the Walk of Fame at Scott 
AFB, Illinois. 
 The six loadmasters, retired Air 
Force veterans Chief Master Sgt. Wil-
liam (Bill) M. Cannon, deceased, 
Chief Master Sgt. Marion (Dave) D. 
Fincher, Chief Master Sgt. (Mike) M. 
Welch, Chief Master Sgt. James (Jim) 
Lis, Chief Master Sgt. Mark A. Smith, 
and Master Sgt. Theodore (Ted) R. 
“The Godfather” Venturini, and their 
unique backgrounds were critical to 
ensuring that the one-loadmaster air-
crew concept became a reality on the 
C-17A. The group effort of this “Band 
of Loadmasters” resulted in revolu-
tionary design improvements and 
advancement to America’s airlift ca-
pability and set a benchmark for air 
mobility aircraft for years to come.
 A/TA Huyser Chapter President, 
Captain Steven Chandler, acting as 
ceremony emcee, began with the in-
troduction of three “Pathfinder Load-
master” honorees, and their guests, who 
were able to be present for the ceremony: 
CMSgt James Lis, USAF (ret), and his wife 
Arletta, his son James, and family friend 
Kimberly Bieri; CMSgt Michael M. Welch, 
USAF (ret), and his wife Candace, his aunt 
Donna and uncle Donald, cousins Theresa 
and Gary, and family friends CMSgt John 
Akers, USAF (ret), his wife Beverly, and 
grandson SrA Joseph Brendel; and, CMSgt 
Mark A. Smith, USAF (ret), and his son 
James and daughter Molly.
 Captain Chandler then introducted the 
ceremony’s official party, Air Mobility Com-
mand commander General Carlton D. Ever-
hart II and A/TA President (and former Air 
Mobility Command Chief) CMSgt Michael 
R. Kerver, USAF (ret), followed by a stellar 
list of distinguished guests including for-
mer Chief of Staff, United States Air Force, 
former Commander-in-Chief, United States 
Transportation Command (USTRANS-
COM), and commander, Air Mobility Com-
mand (AMC), General Ronald R. Fogleman, 
USAF (ret); former Commander-in-Chief, 
USTRANSCOM and commander, AMC, 
General Charles T. Robertson, Jr., USAF 
(ret), and his wife Brenda; former com-
mander, USTRANSCOM and commander, 
AMC, General John W. Handy, USAF 
(ret); former commander, USTRANSCOM 
and commander, AMC, General Duncan 

J. Mcnabb, USAF (ret); former commander, 
Military Airlift Command, General Thom-
as M. Ryan, Jr., USAF (ret); former com-
mander, AMC, General Raymond E. Johns, 
Jr., USAF (ret); commander, 18th Air Force, 
Lieutenant General Samuel D. Cox and his 

wife, Tammy; and, vice commander, AMC 
Major General Thomas J. Sharpy.
 Captain Chandler than presented an 
overview of the A/TA Walk of Fame –
 “For those not familiar with the Airlift/
Tanker Association Hall of Fame walkway, 
I would like to take a moment to point out 
the walkway’s features. 
 “The walkway consists of three major 
sections. On the east end of the walkway is 
a section of the Berlin Wall, furnished by 
the Luftbrücke Chapter of the Association, 
along with a replica of the Berlin Airlift Me-
morial featuring the Luftbrücke – the air 
bridge – which significantly sustained the 
airlift provided to Berlin from June 1948 to 
September 1949. This year marks the 67th 
anniversary of that effort.
 “At the center of the walkway are the Air-
lift and Tanker Memorials commemorating 
those who have given their lives conducting 
airlift and tanker missions for our country 
and our freedom.
 “On the west end of the walkway is a 
memorial honoring the heroic actions and 
selfless sacrifices made by fellow americans 
on September 11th, 2001. An authentic steel 
beam from the ruins of the world trade 
center rests atop a polished-steel replica of 
the twin towers, (a piece re-united with its 
whole), and serves as a foundation to the be-
liefs that bind our nation: life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.

 “All of these memorials are connected by 
the ‘Hall of Fame Walkway.’ This walkway 
symbolizes the significant contributions of 
the men and women inducted into the Air-
lift/Tanker Association Hall of Fame. Those 
honored, are inducted into the Hall of Fame 

annually by the Airlift/Tanker Asso-
ciation and are represented by bronze 
busts [or medallions] on the pillars lin-
ing the walkway.”
 Captain Chandler then introduced 
A/TA President Mike Kerver who said, 
“Through their extraordinary effort 
and dedicated service, the C-17A Path-
finder Loadmasters have earned the 
bronze (medallion) we unveil today 
and will be forever placed in the Hall 
of Fame Walkway.”
 Following Chief Kerver’s remarks, 
AMC commander, General Carlton 
Everhart, thanked the “Pathfinder 
Loadmasters” for their efforts to help 
make the C-17 the “versatile, capa-
ble” airlifter that it became, and he 
thanked their family members for 
supporting their efforts.
 The three “Pathfinder Loadmasters” 
attending the ceremony then braved 
the rain to address the gathering and 
expressed their “good fortune” for 

being able to influence the design of the 
C-17 cargo compartment. Former A/TA 
President and “Pathfinder Loadmaster,” 
CMSgt Mark Smith, USAF (ret), had some 
especially poignant comments about 
working with the late General Duane Cas-
siday during C-17 development saying, 
“General Cassidy was a true leader and 
gentleman, always listening and making 
life better for all of us. I am sure he is 
smiling upon us today.”
 The “Pathfinder Loadmasters’” recom-
mendations prior to and during the C-17A 
preliminary design review in 1985 and 
critical design review in 1988 were vital 
in the evolution of new airlift aircraft 
requirements. These included numerous 
hands-on cargo compartment mockup 
evaluations, workload demonstrations, 
aerial delivery and aeromedical evacuation 
demonstrations as well as human factor 
assessments that directly influenced the 
final C-17A cargo compartment design.
 C-17s played a vital role in delivering 
military personnel and equipment dur-
ing Operation ENDURING FREEDOM 
and Operation IRAQI FREEDOM. The 
aircraft also often play an important 
role in delivering humanitarian aid, es-
pecially in response to dire situations 
such as the 2012 Haiti earthquake and 
Typhoon Haiyan which devastated the 
Phillipines in 2013.

The Airlift/Tanker Association Board of Officers and advisors stand in front of a C-47 in the Air Mobility Museum at Dover Air Force Base, 
Delaware. The Board was at Dover for their summer board meeting. This aircraft, the “Turf and Sport Special,” flew on D-Day 1944, 
airdropping troops into Normandy. (A/TA Photo courtesy of Paul McVickar).

Eagle Chapter

Huyser Chapter

The mediallion honoring the 2015 A/TA Hall of Fame in-
ductees, the C-17A “Pathfinder Loadmasters,” was installed 
on the Hall of Fame Walkway at Scott AFB, Illinois, on 8 
September. Pictured are, AMC commander, General Carl-
ton D. Everhart II (far left), with award recipientss CMSgt 
(ret) James Lis, CMSgt (ret) Michael Welch and CMSgt (ret) 
Mark Smith, along withA/TA President, CMSgt (ret) Mike 
Kerver (far right). (A/TA Photo by Collin Bakse.

Former A/TA Chairman General Duane 
H. Cassidy will be laid to rest with full 
military honors on 18 November 2016, 
1100 hours, at Arlington National 
Cemetery. For more information contact 
A/TA Secretary Mike Cassidy.
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A Message from Air Mobility Command commander

General Carlton D. Everhart II

 Gen. Carlton D. Everhart II is 
commander, Air Mobility Command 
(AMC), Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. 
AMC’s mission is to provide rapid, 
global mobility and sustainment for 
America’s armed forces. The com-
mand also plays a crucial role in 
providing humanitarian support at 
home and around the world. The 
men and women of AMC - active 
duty, Air National Guard, Air Force 
Reserve and civilians - provide airlift, 
aerial refueling, special air mission 
and aeromedical evacuation.
 General Everhart received his 
commission in 1983 through the Air 
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps 
program at Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitute and State University. He previ-
ously served as a flight examiner and 
instructor and held various aircrew 
flying assignments in the C-130E, 
C-17A and C-21A. He was the Air 
Force aide to the President and has 
commanded at the squadron, group 
and wing levels. General Everhart 
also served at Headquarters U.S. Air 
Force and Headquarters Air Educa-
tion and Training Command. Prior 
to his current assignment, General 
Everhart was the Commander of the 
18th Air Force, Scott AFB, Illinois. 
 General Everhart’s joint assignments 
include a deployment to Afghanistan 
as the Deputy Commander of Political-
Military Affairs, Combined Security 
Transition Command – Afghanistan, 
where he was the direct liaison for the 
U.S. Ambassador and the Commander, 
International Security Assistance 
Force. Prior to his current assignment, 
the general was the Commander, 3rd 
Air Force and 17th Expeditionary Air 
Force, Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

Welcome!
 It’s been a little more than a year since I 
took command of the world’s greatest Mo-
bility Air Force. I continue to be amazed at 
the level of professionalism and dedication 
demonstrated by our Total Force team. Ac-
tive-duty, Guard, Reserve, and civilian Air-
men are our most valuable resource, and the 
success of Air Mobility Command hinges on 
the skill, passion, and dedication of Airmen, 
past and present. To the men and women 
of AMC, community partners, and industry 
professionals, welcome to the Air Mobility 
Command and Airlift/Tanker Association 
Symposium. Thank you for making Unri-
valed Global Reach for America a reality. 
 Stories of excellence and unrivaled ca-
pability in AMC have become routine be-
cause of the dedication and commitment 
of our Airmen. At last year’s A/TA, former 
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh 
said, “the question, ‘Can we get it there?’ is 
never asked.” He is right … Mobility Airmen 
make the extensive planning and execution 
required to conduct global operations seam-
less. Enabling strategic bombers to conduct 
a trans-Atlantic flight to the Baltic Sea or to 
rapidly moving the 82nd Airborne Division 
from Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, to a forward 
operating base around the world is often 
transparent. The nation simply trusts you 
will deliver when asked. 

 Today, AMC Airmen execute the air mo-
bility mission on every continent, in ev-
ery geographic area of responsibility. The 
demands on our Airmen are at an all-time 
high, but they continue to meet the needs 
of the warfighter engaged in combat opera-
tions around the globe. AMC provides criti-
cal capabilities via air refueling, airlift, mo-

bility support, and aeromedical evacuation. 
These capabilities provide vital support to 
sustain the warfighter. In 2016, Mobility Air-
men have flown more than 19,386 airlift sor-
ties, 684 aeromedical evacuation missions, 
and transported approximately 268,470 pas-
sengers and 155,524 tons of cargo in support 
of overseas contingency operations. There is 
no other Air Force that can deliver the right 
effects, at the right place, at the right time … 
every time! 

 Now, as in the past, air mobility forces 
face challenges to our continued global 
dominance. Competition for resources, 
aging force structure, lengthy acquisi-
tion timelines, manpower shortages, and 
declining readiness threaten our current 
mobility advantage. Overcoming these 
challenges requires a team approach. This 
year’s symposium theme, “Strengthen-
ing Our Bonds,” inspires us to remove the 
stovepipes within the air mobility commu-
nity, the Air Force, the Department of De-
fense, and work together with our industry 
partners to achieve synergistic solutions 
for tomorrow’s challenges. 
 Challenges and successes across the com-
mand marked the year. Our nation’s reliance 
on rapid global mobility has increased due 
to advanced threat capabilities, the chang-
ing international political scene, and with-
drawal of U.S. forces from overseas bases. 
These challenges drive the need to increase 
cooperation with our allies and partners. 
Mobility Airmen make the world a smaller 
place … we connect our joint partners and 
our allies. When we succeed, our partners 
succeed and when our mission is at risk, our 
partners are at risk.
 Recently, due to budgetary constraints, 
the Air Force needed to reassign aircraft at 
Pope Army Airfield, North Carolina, to other 
Air National Guard and Reserve units across 

the country. The move caused concern 
within Congress as to whether the Air Force 
could support Army requirements without 
organic airlift. Air Force and Army planners 
worked tirelessly to design an evolving two-
year outlook for joint training to maximize 
time and funds. Since then, sorties have 
soared to meet the readiness needs of the 
Global Response Force. Planners expect to 
surpass 2015 airdrop numbers by over 30 
percent, which would be the most jumps in 
four years. Change is inevitable, but we must 
remain steadfast and committed to working 
with our joint partners to achieve national 
defense requirements.
 In April, the Secretary of Defense, work-
ing with the Secretary of State, ordered the 
departure of Defense Department depen-
dents from Izmir, Adana and Mugla prov-
inces, Turkey. Relying on mobility aircraft 
and our commercial partners, the United 
States Air Force moved nearly 700 depen-
dents and pets in a matter of hours because 
of our ability to reach any corner of the 
globe. The Secretary of State signed the de-
parture order on a Tuesday and Rapid Glob-
al Mobility living up to that name, moved 
the first chalk that night. 

 Our ability to move injured personnel 
rapidly from the battlefield to a treatment 
facility has greatly increased warfighter 
survivability. It is a core capability of AMC, 
that comforts our nation’s leaders but that 
does not tell the whole story. Our aeromedi-
cal evacuation crews do so much more. In 
August, AE crews from the 375th and 43rd 
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadrons teamed 
with C-17 crews to exercise the Transporta-
tion Isolation System concept of operations. 
They moved a simulated Ebola-infected pa-
tient from Joint Base Charleston, South Car-
olina to Walter Reed National Military Medi-
cal Center in Bethesda Maryland. In today’s 
global environment, this unique capability 

is vital to protect deployed personnel and 
represents a unique advantage AMC brings 
to the fight. Our AE crews support the full 
range of military operations and the joint 
warfighter knows rapid global mobility will 
answer the call.

 A few months ago, AMC deployed 12 Airmen 
to Ecuador to support ongoing international 
relief efforts for victims of a 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake. Shortly after the event, the U.S. 
Ambassador to Ecuador, Todd Chapman, 
sent General McDew a note to let him know 
the impact of the mobility enterprise on 
the people of Ecuador. While Ambassador 
Chapman surveyed the damage a distraught 
Ecuadorian woman grabbed his hand and 
said, “Thank you, we knew the United States 
would not forget us.” An amazing statement 
about what our country stands for, and what 

the American flag on an AMC tail means to 
people around the globe.
 On 31 August, AMC celebrated the 60th 
anniversary of the KC-135 Stratotanker. The 
KC-135 has and continues to be the back-
bone of our nation’s tanker fleet. Dedicated 
aircrews, maintainers, and support person-
nel have worked countless hours to ensure 
the readiness of the KC-135 for the past 60 
years. Interestingly enough, KC-46 Pegasus 
Formal Training Unit activated at Altus Air 
Force Base the day after the KC-135 anniver-
sary. It was a reminder of how far mobility 
has come in 60 years and an opportunity to 
see where we are going in the future.
 The KC-135 is an incredible aircraft and it 
will continue to serve us for 30 more years, 
but recapitalizing our fleet is the first step in 
ensuring our Airmen have the right equip-
ment to get the job done. In mid-August, the 
KC-46A Pegasus program received approval 
from the undersecretary of defense for ac-
quisition, technology and logistics, signal-
ing the aircraft is ready to enter into low-rate 
initial production.
 The KC-46A has enhanced air refueling 
capabilities, improved efficiency, and in-
creased cargo and aeromedical evacuation 

capabilities. It will produce better mission-
capable rates and less maintenance down-
time. This is another step in maintaining 

Jennifer Phillips, USAID Office of U.S. For-
eign Disaster Assistance humanitarian ad-
visor USSOUTHCOM and USNORTHCOM , 
stands ready as Airman discuss unloading 
procedures 26 April 2016, at Alfaro Interna-
tional Airport. The United States is provid-
ing support to the government and people 
of Ecuador in response to the 16 April 2016 
7.8 magnitude earthquake that devastated 
towns along the Ecuadorian coast. Airmen 
were sent to Ecuador to provide Air Traf-
fic Control technical assessment and sup-
port to increase the efficiency of Alfaro In-
ternational Airport in Manta. The U.S. Air 
Force has a long history of supporting hu-
manitarian assistance and disaster response 
overseas, especially through its work with 
USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster As-
sistance, which is the U.S. lead federal agen-
cy coordinating the United States’ disaster 
response efforts around the world. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Justin 
Parsons/Released)

U.S. Army members from the 82nd Airborne 
Division load onto a C-17 Globemaster III 
aircraft from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
W.A., during Battalion Mass-Tactical week 
at Pope Army Airfield, N.C., 12 July 2016. 
During mass-tactical week the Army and 
Air Force units work together to improve in-
teroperability for worldwide crisis, contin-
gency and humanitarian operations. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Sandra Welch)

Members of the aeromedical evacuation 
crew help Major Stephanie La Pierre, the 
patient simulating a potential exposure to 
Ebola and individual mobilization augmen-
tee to the Air Mobility Command surgeon 
general command surgeon’s office medical 
readiness division, out of a Transportation 
Isolation System (TIS) during Exercise Mo-
bility Solace at Joint Base Andrews, Md., 
16 August 2016. Mobility Solace provides 
Air Mobility Command, working with joint 
partners, the opportunity to evaluate the 
protocols and operational sequences of 
moving multiple patients exposed or in-
fected with Ebola using the TIS, while also 
minimizing the risks to aircrew, medical 
attendants and the airframe. The TIS is a 
modular, scalable system, composed of at 
least one isolation pallet for patient trans-
portation and care, one pallet configured 
as an “antechamber” to provide medical 
members with an enclosed space to safely 
decontaminate and remove their personal 
protective equipment before exiting. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo/Airman Megan Munoz)

An Air Force crewmember carries a mili-
tary dependent out of a C-17 Globemaster 
III at Baltimore Washington International 
Airport, Md., April 1, 2016. Defense Depart-
ment dependents in Adana, Izmir and Mug-
la, Turkey, were given an ordered departure 
by the State Department and Secretary of 
Defense. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. 
Andrew Lee)

“Today, AMC
Airmen execute the

air mobility
mission on every

continent,
in every

geographic area
of responsibility.”
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the nation’s global reach advantage for years 
to come. 
 The Air Force completed the first test 
flight in September 2015 marking the begin-
ning of the system performance verification 
testing process, which completed in July 
2016. During the process, the aircraft dem-
onstrated six in-flight refuelings; off-loading 
fuel to a C-17, F-16, A-10, F-18, and AV-8B, 
and receiving fuel from a KC-10. Based on 
current projections, we expect the first 18 
aircraft to begin arriving at Altus and Mc-
Connell Air Force Bases by January 2018.
 Shaping air mobility for the future requires 
more than just acquiring aircraft with en-
hanced performance capabilities. Earlier this 
year, I identified four focus areas for Air Mo-
bility Command to address challenges and 
exploit opportunities in the rapidly changing 
future global environment. The uncertain 
environment of the future demands that 
we innovate, evolve, and adapt. Leveraging 
investments in technology, human capital, 
and education ensures we remain the world’s 
greatest air mobility force in the future – 
turning these challenges into successes. 
 My four focus areas are Readiness, Grow/
Develop Airmen, Modernization and the 
Nuclear Mission…or Rapid Global Mobil-

ity Now! Readiness enables us to meet the 
demands of emerging crises and the endur-
ance to persist. We must grow and develop 

Airmen in order for them to lead tomor-
row’s Air Force. Aircraft and C2 systems 
must be modernized to maintain relevance 
now and to prepare for tomorrow’s fight, 
and focus must remain on the no-fail nu-
clear enterprise to ensure it remains safe, 
secure, and effective. 

A B-52 Stratofortress from Minot Air Force 
Base, N.D. receives fuel from a 305th Air 
Mobility Wing, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, N.J. during Polar Roar, a strate-
gic deterrence exercise, in the skies near 
the North Pole on 31 July. The B-52 received 
70 thousand pounds of fuel from the KC-10 
during the refueling. (U.S. Air Force Photo).

 The Air Mobility Command and Airlift/
Tanker Association Symposium is part of the 
solution. It is the premier mobility forces pro-
fessional development forum. I look forward 
to seeing you at this seminal event. I would ask 
that you take advantage of the opportunity to 
learn from our industry and commercial part-
ners and military experts…help us strengthen 
our bonds. Together, we are a mobility team 
that provides an unrivaled capability to the 
nation and the world. 
 Bottom Line: you make Rapid Global Mo-
bility happen. We spend a lot of time talking 
about the incredible aircraft that support our 
interests around the globe but we must never 
forget that our Airmen are the backbone of op-
erations. Without our Airmen, planes would 
sit on the flight line, unsecure and empty. 
Global Reach would be a myth, just words that 
had no bearing or relevance. From the crew 
chief working tirelessly on the flight line to 
the logistics specialist preparing cargo for de-
parture - we would not be the world’s greatest 
Air Force without the Total Force Airmen who 
make it happen every day. You are the reason 
our nation achieves its national security objec-
tives. Your talent and passion each day amazes 
me. Thank you for giving our nation Global 
Power through Global Reach!

“The uncertain environment of the future demands that we
innovate, evolve, and adapt. Leveraging investments in

technology, human capital, and education ensures we remain the
world’s greatest air mobility force in the future –

turning these challenges into successes.”



12 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 13

 Chief Master Sergeant Shelina Frey 
is the Command Chief Master Ser-
geant for Air Mobility Command, 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. She is 
the principal advisor to the com-
mander and his senior staff on mat-
ters of health, welfare and morale, 
professional development, and the 
effective utilization of more than 
38,000 active duty and 71,000 AFRC/
ANG enlisted personnel assigned 
to the command. She ensures the 
combat readiness of the command 
through sound policies, practices 
and training.
 Chief Frey enlisted in the Louisi-
ana Air National Guard in Septem-
ber 1984. She entered active duty in 
May 1987. Chief Frey has served as 
an administrative assistant and in-
formation manager at Headquarters 
Air Force and MAJCOM levels. She 
has also served as a First Sergeant in 
a variety of locations, as Comman-
dant, Hurlburt Field Airman Leader-
ship School, Special Assistant to the 
12th Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 
Force and as Command Chief in the 
AFCENT AOR. Chief Frey is a native 
of New Orleans, Louisiana.

A Message from Air Mobility Command Chief

Chief Master Sergeant Shelina Frey
World’s Greatest Airmen,
 It’s my pleasure and honor to join Gen-
eral Everhart in welcoming you to this year’s 
Airlift/Tanker Association convention and 
Mobility Symposium! This year’s theme, 
“Strengthening Our Bonds,” is key to over-
coming current and future operational chal-
lenges. Strengthening our bonds applies to 
our relationships with global partner nations, 
allies, and industry. But this theme most cer-
tainly also calls for each of us to “Airman 
Up!” as members sharing the bond of service 
in the world’s greatest Air and Space force – 
and specifically as Airmen privileged to 
execute Rapid Global Mobility!
 Every 2.8 seconds, on average, an Air Mo-
bility aircraft takes off – because a team of 
Airmen made that happen! So when you 
hear “Airman Up!” it’s about taking pride in 
doing what you’ve been called to do for AMC 
and the Air Force. Whether that happens 
to be working on the flightline, securing a 
base and its people, ensuring proper budget-
ing and paying Airmen on time, planning 
and analyzing operations, maintaining our 
network and communications capabilities, 
keeping our force healthy and fit – or any 
number of the numerous duties necessary to 
execute air mobility around the globe – you 
always get out there and get after it! I see it 
all the time as I’m out in our command, and 
I could not be more proud of our Mobility 
Airmen!
 I believe the best way to talk mission is to 
highlight the people who carry that mission 
out. There is not enough space here to men-
tion every person who stands out and serves 
with distinction. Every person plays a vital 
role! But I hope by introducing you to just 
a few of our Airmen and their piece of the 
mission, you’ll join me in being proud of the 
amazing things we do when we choose to 
“Airman Up!”

Airman 1st Class Joshua Lawson,
Fairchild Air Force Base, Washington 
 Airman Lawson is a KC-135 in-flight refu-
eling apprentice who recently performed 96 
hours of restricted alert on two separate oc-
casions – totaling 192 hours – in support of 
Operation NOBLE EAGLE, a combined U.S. 
and Canadian effort to provide critical and 

round-the-clock defense of North Amer-
ica’s borders. He also recently completed a 
60-day deployment supporting Operations 
INHERENT RESOLVE and FREEDOM’S SEN-
TINEL. During that time, Airman Lawson 
flew 34 missions and delivered over a mil-
lion pounds of fuel to 65 joint and coalition 
aircraft. The efforts of Airman Lawson and 
his fellow crew directly enabled U.S. and al-
lied forces’ ability to deliver more than 40 
strike packages on high-value enemy targets 
and maintained airspace superiority over 
hostile territory. The 22-year-old native of 
Choctaw, Oklahoma, is uniquely trained to 
the highest level of readiness to support the 
top priority of U.S. Strategic Command and 
the Chief of Staff, United States Air Force: 
deterring strategic attack against the United 
States, providing assurance to our allies, and 
continuing to strengthen the nuclear enter-
prise. He received the Nuclear Deterrence 
Operations Service Medal for his invaluable 
missions flown.

Captain Daniel Holder,
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington
 As a pilot for the C-17 Globemaster III 
aircraft, Captain Holder was selected twice 
for missions supporting Operation DEEP 
FREEZE – military support of the National 
Science Foundation, the lead agency for the 
U.S. Antarctic Program. The capabilities of 
the aircraft and highly trained pilots like 
Captain Holder provide an incredible AMC 
platform to move the diverse cargo and 
people to and from Antarctica. In February, 
Captain Holder and his crew flew on the one 
mission possible after others were scrubbed 
due to the ice runway cracking. Then in Au-
gust, he was selected to upgrade to a winter 
fly-in (WINFLY) instructor. Taking off and 
landing with night vision goggles, in tem-
peratures around 39 degrees below zero, this 
challenging mission is one the captain con-
siders an honor to be a part of. The trained 
personnel and capable aircraft from AMC 
have demonstrated the ability to provide 

year-round support of this important re-
search in the remote southern reaches of the 
globe!

Master Sergeant Jennifer Rodriguez,
Yokota Air Base, Japan
 When a C-5 Galaxy’s nose landing gear 
malfunctioned, resulting in the giant air-
craft being down for maintenance in Guam, 
an approaching typhoon caused the aircraft 
to take off on a one-time flight, evacuat-
ing to Yokota Air Base, Japan. Upon arrival, 
Sergeant Rodriguez and Craig Tow of Lock-
heed Martin led maintainers assigned to 
the 730th Air Mobility Squadron in diag-
nosing the cause of the malfunction. They 
isolated and duplicated the problem without 
parts available by interchanging the nor-
mal and emergency up-lock actuators – a 
troubleshooting technique that came from 
their advanced knowledge and expertise, 
not the book! The team ordered and re-
placed the parts, performed the follow-on 
maintenance, and returned the aircraft to 
full mission capability. This ingenuity and 
hard work ended 192 hours of non-mission 
capable time and returned the $269 million 
asset to service. These members of the 515th 
Air Mobility Operations Wing showed how 
safe, experienced, by-the-book and on-time 
maintenance fuels Rapid Global Mobility 
throughout the immense Pacific region!

Captain Brian Obach,
Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas
 Air Mobility Command is the arm that 
enables global reach for mobility forces. 
Captain Obach is a C-130 Hercules pilot 
with the 34th Combat Training Squadron. 
He provides tailored joint mobility train-
ing to produce combat-ready Airmen and 
Soldiers. By working directly with sister ser-
vices and through hands-on management 
and execution of the tactical exercise pro-
gram, Captain Obach enjoys his role in the 

Combat Airlift mission. For each exercise, 
he and his team coordinates air-land and 
airdrop missions that resupply about 5,000 
soldiers. Because the 34th CTS realistically 
replicates the joint forces encountered dur-
ing real-world operations, it is a fine exam-
ple of the mantra, “train together because 
we fight together!”

Staff Sergeant Eugene Nace,
Joint Base-Charleston, S.C.
 Staff Sergeant Nace is a Security Forces 
Phoenix Raven – possessing specialized 
force protection training used to deploy 
with AMC aircraft to often-austere environ-
ments. As a Raven, he is trained, and contin-
ually trains, to provide close-in aircraft secu-
rity. He and fellow Ravens detect, deter, and 
counter threats to personnel and aircraft at 
deployed locations. This year alone, Sergeant 
Nace has flown to more than 40 countries, 
to include supporting counter-ISIL efforts 
in Iraq and providing critical support to the 
State Department. In addition to his service 
as a Raven Team Leader, he also serves as 
the deputy program manager at Charleston. 
This position sees him manage, train and 
equip 31 Airmen: the largest Phoenix Raven 
section in AMC! Finally, he is the 628th’s 
Raven Team Leader coordinating aircraft se-
curity and force protection for senior leaders 
during the biannual CAPSTONE mission.

Captain Franklin Culick and
Captain Joshua Ahmed,
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J.
 Captain Franklin Culick and Captain 
Joshua Ahmed, 621st Mobility Support Op-
erations Squadron, are air mobility liaison 
officers who are specially trained to advise 
joint units on the optimum and safe use of 
air mobility assets. They recently served as 
drop zone control officers for two mass air-
drops during Exercise Swift Response 2016, 
one of the premier military crisis response 
training events for multinational airborne 
forces in the world. The exercise featured 
more than 5,000 participants from 10 NATO 
nations. At Alanaxin Drop Zone in Poland, 
the captains coordinated and received a co-
alition force of 1,098 static line paratroop-
ers and 13 heavy equipment platforms. 
They spent over 12 hours on the drop zone 
working with U.S., Polish and British Army 
forces to ensure safe drop zone operations 
and successful integration of three disparate 

aircraft types. Captains Culick and Ahmed 
also controlled the Hohenberg Drop Zone in 
Germany for the second Joint Forcible Entry 
operation during Swift Response, with 1,146 
participants from a French, Polish, U.K., and 
U.S. coalition. The drop was notable in that 
U.K. and French requirements drove two 
separate Points of Impact (PI) on the same 
drop zone. In addition, there were multiple 
rotary-wing MEDEVAC requirements dur-
ing sustained drop operations. Captain Cu-
lick’s knowledge, training, expertise, and 
decision-making led to successful mission 
execution in the face of unprecedented com-
plexity and Captain Ahmed expertly acted 
as liaison to the coalition forces at the 
second PI.

Senior Airman Menebere Haileselassie, 
Joint Base Charleston, S.C.
 Originally from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
Airman Haileselassie is a financial services 
technician with the 628th Comptroller 
Squadron. This young Airman has been 
entrusted with great responsibility and has 
performed with distinction. She runs the 
Wing’s debt management program and pre-
pares TDY entitlement reports, collecting 
and disbursing an average of $193,000 per 
month. In addition, she recently returned 
from an eight-nation mission with stops in 
Canada, Spain, Kenya, Cameroon, Ethiopia, 
Germany, Kuwait and Afghanistan – during 
which she served as paying agent and was 
responsible for securing $15,000 in cash. 
While in Ethiopia, she used her Defense 
Language Aptitude Battery skills to serve as 
a translator between the crew commander 
and host nation authorities -- coordinating 
ground transportation, security detail, and 
billeting arrangements. Because her sup-
port of Rapid Global Mobility brought her 
to Ethiopia on this mission, she was able to 
reunite with family members and friends for 
the first time in more than six years!

 Fellow mobility Airmen, I hope you en-
joyed reading just some of the many 
inspiring stories of our Airmen complet-
ing the mission. There are countless other 
stories, and I’ve had the absolute privilege 
of meeting and serving with so many other 
inspiring members. It is truly an honor to 
serve with all of you and “Airman Up!” every 
day, remembering our roles and responsibili-
ties as Airmen in the United States Air Force 
and relishing our duties and opportunities 
as we enable Rapid Global Mobility, an es-
sential element in our nation’s defense! 
 I join General Everhart and the many 
military and civilian leaders here in encour-
aging you to “Strengthen Our Bonds” by 
taking full advantage of the many opportu-
nities to learn and grow during this Airlift/
Tanker Association convention and Mobility 
Symposium. Now, let’s get after it!
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Cover Story Editor’s Note: This is Part 2 of a 3 part series highlighting the Association’s 
continuing theme “Mobility Airmen: Excellence in Action – Past, Present and 
Future!” Part 1 appeared in Volume23, Number 4, Fall 2015. Part 3 will appear 
in Fall 2017 issue of A/TQ.

Part 2 

Mobility Airmen – Excellence in Action

Building the Bonds of Air Mobility:
Organizational and Operational Developments

1950 - 1974 
by Colonel Gregory P. Cook, USAF (R)

“Sound logistics forms the foundation for the development of strategic flexibility
and mobility. If such flexibility is to be exercised and exploited, military command

must have adequate control of its logistic support.”
—RADM Henry E. Eccles, Logistics in the National Defense (1959)

INTRODUCTION
 Mobility Airmen – Enablers of the Global Air Mobility System for 100 Years. From the first 
U.S. military transport operation in 1916 to the always engaged and global presence of America’s 
air mobility forces today, mobility airmen have demonstrated time and time again their ability to 
overcome operational challenges and accomplish their missions through excellence in action. Often 
unheralded and unsung, these warriors have quietly and competently embraced the unknown with 
courage, determination and innovation over the last 100 years. In the process, they created and 
developed a complex air mobility enterprise that today knows no match. 
 Through the decades, mobility airmen orchestrated and accomplished the great air mobility achieve-
ments of the age, and laid the foundation for today’s air mobility forces. The air mobility story is about 
inspired strategic leadership at the highest ranks, plus officer and enlisted airmen serving alongside and 
in support of each other in the air and on the line. They accomplished a myriad of complex operations, 
exercises and missions, plus executed many specialized functions and duties in support of air mobil-
ity missions. They demonstrated innovation, flexibility and adaptabilitythroughout while exuding 
competence and excellence in action.
 In the process, they built a global air mobility system capable of responding to the demands of the time… 

RECAP OF PART 1:
THE FIRST REVOLUTION IN AIR POWER AND
GLOBAL AIR MOBILITY 1916-1949

Early Operations 1916-1940
 Mobility airmen pioneers began demonstrating the potential for 
air transport and air refueling capabilities early in the aviation age, 
often at great personal risk and without recognition for their efforts. 
During World War I, aircraft technology had not evolved enough nor 
had operational concepts been developed by then to enable significant 
contributions by transport aircraft. They were used in limited roles to 
carry dispatches, passengers and a few supplies. The absence of pay-
load capacity associated with early 
airplanes severely limited their util-
ity in air transport operations. 
 Following the flight of the Ques-
tion Mark in 1923, which demon-
strated unequivocally the potential 
of air refueling, a flurry of aerial 
refueling record chasing occurred 
until 1935. These efforts culminat-
ed when the “Ole Miss” remained 
in the air for 653 hours and 34 
minutes – 27 days – supported by 
a single tanker crew that completed 
113 sorties and 484 midair contacts 
to enable the mission. During the 
1930s, dramatic advancements 
in aviation technology, with im-
proved performance, range and 
payload, obscured any potential 
need for air refueling and military 
air transport requirements were 
generally satisfied with aircraft de-
signed for civil aviation. 
 By the time World War II began, 
Army Air Corps transport forces 
were unprepared to execute the 
demands that would eventually be 
placed upon them. Yet within a single decade – from 1941 to 1949 - 
the capabilities of American military power would be revolutionized 
by the foundational building of global air mobility capability. Start-
ing with a nascent Army Air Corps transport force in 1941, mobility 
airmen established a global air transportation system, fought bravely 
in battle in multiple theaters of war, and demonstrated the capability 
to conduct non-stop global missions through air refueling by 1949. 

World War II and Global Air Transport Operations 1941-45
 Throughout World War II, the Army Air Corp’s air transport forces 
were divided along doctrinal and operational lines. At first, its primary 
“tactical” airlift mission was to enhance the mobility of bomber, pur-
suit and attack units by carrying their ground personnel, spare parts, 
rations and other supplies or equipment necessary to begin and sustain 
operations upon arrival. Once ground transportation links and lines of 
supply were established, transports then engaged in more “strategic” 
airlift operations that linked these forces to rear supply areas, hospitals, 
headquarters and the like. Another tactical mission appeared in the 
requirement to deliver airborne troops into battle, which was satisfied 
by the creation of Troop Carrier Aviation units. 
 By mid-1942, the organization of Army Air Force air transport 
forces was beginning to take shape. Air Transport Command gained 
primary responsibility for global airlift and regional logistics sup-
port needs, while theater-based units in Troop Carrier Aviation were 
responsible for enabling combat maneuvers and tactical operations. 
Troop Carrier Aviation forces developed the tactics, techniques and 
procedures necessary to execute huge airborne operations. Violent 

action, courage and high casualties went hand-in-hand with airborne 
operations. One of the great achievements of the Army Air Forces 
(AAF) in World War II was its development of a worldwide system of 
air transportation. Air Transport Command established an extensive 
global air transportation network that delivered people and cargo 
regularly all over the world. During the conflict, AAF forces would 
airdrop entire airborne divisions behind enemy lines and resupply al-
lied nations under the most treacherous and demanding conditions, 
plus move, sustain and otherwise support elements of all the military 
services in every theater of war. In addition, an extensive network of 
aeromedical evacuation was established in both theaters. Global air 
mobility became a reality during this time.

 Airlift emerged from World War II 
as the most flexible component of 
airpower. More than any other mili-
tary capability in the U.S. arsenal, 
the crucible of World War II gener-
ated an extraordinary and rapid ex-
pansion in the air transport arena. 
This included dramatic changes in 
organizational structure, fleet size, 
mission capabilities, doctrine and 
the practical application of technol-
ogy, tactics and procedures. Airlift 
proved to be an effective means 
for sustaining armies in the field, 
enhancing the operational effec-
tiveness and maneuverability of air 
combat units, and resupplying 
naval forces. 
 The war underscored the need for 
centralized control of airlift. Early 
on, local commanders often divert-
ed carriers for their own purposes. 
In time, Air Transport Command 
gained more power, but the struggle 
between theater and global control 
continued, as did problems of co-
ordination between air and ground 

forces. World War II demonstrated the effectiveness of air mobility in 
supporting joint and allied forces. However, the rapid demobilization 
in late 1945 gave cause for major restructuring of the armed forces. 

A New Force Emerges
 On 18 September 1947, the U.S. Air Force was officially established 
as a separate service under the new U.S. Department of Defense. At 
that time, the Air National Guard was also established in law as a 
separate USAF reserve component, with the Air Force Reserve and the 
Air National Guard now integral to Air Force operations. The founda-
tions for the Total Force concept were set. The Military Air Transport 
Service (MATS) was activated on 1 June 1948 in a consolidation of 
the United States Navy Naval Air Transport Service (NATS) and the 
United States Air Force Air Transport Command (ATC) into a single 
joint command in charge of the military strategic airlift worldwide. 
MATS was the first joint service command. Troop Carrier Aviation 
forces remained principally assigned to theater commanders.
 Despite early achievements, air refueling efforts stagnated from 
1935 until after World War II ended. The Air Force activated the 
world’s first two air refueling squadrons under Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC) in 1948, 25 years after the first successful inflight refuel-
ing. The “Boeing boom” was developed shortly thereafter, and the 
stage was set for the emergence of a strategic air force with global 
capability and air mobility, enabled by the air refueling force. 

The Berlin Airlift and the Beginning of the Cold War
 When the Soviet Union set up a blockade of land corridors into 

An illustration featuring a Boeing KC-135 Stratotanker, which entered service circa 1957, refueling a Lockheed C-5 Galaxy, which entered 
service circa 1969. (Illustration by Collin Bakse, editor & art director, A/TQ).

America’s first military aerial refueling was accomplished by 
three DH-4Bs (a receiver and two tankers) on 27–28 August, 
1923. The receiver airplane remained aloft for more than 37 
hours using nine mid-air refuelings to transfer 687 US gallons 
(2,600 L) of aviation gasoline and 38 US gallons (140 L) of engine 
oil. Then, beginning on New Year’s Day 1929, tankers flew 43 
sorties and delivered 5,660 gallons of fuel and 245 gallons of 
engine oil plus supplies to support the famous flight of the Ques-
tion Mark, a Fokker C-2A that set a new air endurance record of 
150 hours and 40 minutes. (U.S. Air Force Courtesy Photo). 
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West Berlin in 1948, USAFE set up an air bridge and a closely timed 
supply schedule. Later, the new Military Air Transport Service took 
over and put Major General William H. Tunner, the architect of “The 
Hump” airlift operations in Indochina during WWII, in charge. 
Once again, the airlift became the center of jurisdictional battles, 
with Tunner’s staff expecting to 
run an independent operation and 
United States Air Forces Europe 
(USAFE) demanding more control 
of the action. The Berlin Airlift was 
a learning experience, and Tunner 
emerged from it arguing for a sin-
gle airlift command and for larger 
cargo aircraft as the only way to 
increase the flow in saturated air 
corridors.
 The Berlin Airlift in 1948-49 
was the first important peacetime 
use of air mobility as a major and 
sole instrument of national power 
to achieve policy objectives. The 
15-month operation was an excel-
lent example of inter-service and 
international teamwork, and an im-
portant test of the post-war air transport system. No other response 
could have maintained Allied presence and avoided conflict with the 
Soviet Union.

Summary
 As the newly independent U.S. Air Force materialized in the post-
war years, organizational relationships were beginning to take shape 
in the form of new major commands. Air mobility forces were distrib-
uted as essential elements of every 
major operational command and in 
every theater of operations, while 
the Military Air Transport Service 
operated on a global basis. Solid 
partnerships had also been created 
with the civil airline industry in a 
precursor to the development of 
the Civil Reserve Air Fleet. On the 
drawing board were new technolo-
gies and aircraft that would funda-
mentally change operational con-
structs and strategies. In the years 
hence, global air mobility would 
continue to evolve and its contri-
butions to U.S. national security 
increase even more – because of 
engaged mobility airmen and their 
excellence in action. These airmen 
would forge America’s mobility 
force by building alliances, estab-
lishing partnerships and exercising 
teamwork on a global scale.

BUILDING THE BONDS OF AIR MOBILITY:
ORGANIZATIONAL AND OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 
1950 - 1974

Conflict in Korea 1950-1953
 The Korean War began in June 1950 when North Korean forces 
invaded South Korea. Theater airlift forces in Korea itself had to 
adapt quickly to challenges resulting from the conflict, while MATS 
was better equipped at its outbreak to deliver troops and supplies to 

the theater. 
 MATS responded to the wartime lift requirements of the Korean 
War by increasing the efficiency and capacity in its transpacific route 
system. By the time the war started, MATS was already operating 
routine routes and missions throughout the Pacific using a string of 

bases in the central and north Pa-
cific via Hawaii, Alaska and Japan.
 When the initial air transport re-
quirements of the war far exceeded 
MATS’ capacity in the theater, all 
available military airlift capabilities 
were shifted to the Pacific. MATS 
then turned to civil air carriers 
for augmentation, who balked at 
providing aircraft to the military 
during the busy summer passenger 
season. Thus MATS worked with 
charter cargo carriers to pick up the 
load. Mostly operated by veterans 
flying surplus military aircraft from 
World War II, these non-scheduled 
carriers, or “nonskeds,” were effec-
tively integrated into MATS’ opera-
tions for the first time as a precur-

sor to the Civil Reserve Airlift Fleet (CRAF).
 Intratheater transport responsibilities fell to Far East Air Forces 
(FEAF), which had only two troop carrier squadrons with 13 C-54s 
each in 5th Air Force in Japan and another with 13th Air Force in the 
Philippines. The C-54s proved too vulnerable and too heavy for avail-
able airfields, so FEAF turned to WWII workhorses C-47s and C-46s.
 The Far East Air Forces Combat Cargo Command (FEAF CCC) 
was created in August 1950, with General William Tunner placed in 

charge. He requested and received 
command over all air transport or-
ganizations and operations in the 
theater, including army, naval and 
air components. Operated on a 
“common-user” basis, he had at his 
disposal all air transport capabili-
ties in the theater to realize mission 
objectives. Referred to as “Combat 
Cargo,” its achievements were note-
worthy.
 After the first two months of the 
conflict, South Korean forces were 
on the point of defeat and forced 
back to the Pusan Perimeter. In Sep-
tember 1950, an amphibious UN 
counter-offensive led by the U.S. 
Marines was launched at Inchon, 
which cut off many of the North 
Korean troops and turned the tide 
of the war. FEAF, helped by the ad-
dition of newer carriers such as the 
C-119 “Flying Boxcar,” supported 

the Inchon landing and the push into North Korea. During the land-
ing at Inchon and subsequent capture of Kimpo airfield, Combat 
Cargo provided the primary source of supplies for several days, thus 
enabling the offensive to move forward. Before long, it was delivering 
800 to 900 tons per day from Japan to Kimpo, and that pace steadily 
increased. One month later, during the air drop at Sukch’on, para-
chute drops of vehicles, antitank guns, howitzers and ammunition 
occurred for the first time in combat. 
 When officials thought the war was about over in October 1950, 
Chinese Communist forces entered the fray and forced UN forces to 
retreat. When the North Koreans pushed the defenders back, FEAF 

A C-82A Packet being unloaded at Termpelhof Airport, circa 
1948, during the Berlin Airlift.  (U.S. Air Force Photo).

The Douglas C-54 Skymaster was a four-engined transport air-
craft used by the United States Army Air Forces in World War II 
and the Korean War. Like the Douglas C-47 Skytrain, the C-54 
Skymaster was derived from a civilian airliner, the Douglas DC-4. 
(U.S. Air Force Photo).

16 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016



18 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 19

Continues on page 66 >>>

mounted an emergency airlift and called in a third squadron of C-54s 
from the Philippines. Throughout the winter of 1950-51, Combat 
Cargo airlifted ammunition and other supplies to ground forces at a 
breakneck pace. At one point, it air-dropped an eight-span bridge so 
that retreating Allied troops could 
bring out their equipment.
 As United Nations troops retreat-
ed from the Chosin Reservoir to the 
port of Hungnam, air transport was 
the sole source of supply and evac-
uation. In February 1951, Combat 
Cargo Command was deactivated 
and its resources transferred to the 
newly-created 315th Air Division, 
although it was still referred to as 
“Combat Cargo.” 
 
The Marines and Army
Add Battlefield Airlift
 The addition of “battlefield” air-
lift was a game-changer during the 
war in Korea, with the U.S. Marines 
and U.S. Army fielding significant 
capabilities to move fighting units 
and material throughout and with-
in theater combat zones. Helicopters were used by these forces to sup-
ply forward units, evacuate the wounded, and to move entire compa-
nies and battalions across the battlefield. Unrestricted by policy, the 
Marines led the way by using helicopters to conduct the first helicop-
ter combat airlift in history in September 1950, then integrated them 
fully into their tactical operations throughout the war. 
 The Army was dependent at first on the Air Force for air transpor-
tation and close air support as a result of the 1948 Key West Agree-
ment that gave USAF these responsibilities. Another agreement in 
1949 limiting the Army to aircraft up to 2,500 gross pounds of gross 
weight and helicopters up to 4,000 pounds was overturned by new 
agreements in 1952. These developments allowed the Army to ac-
quire fixed-wing aircraft up to 5,000 pounds while eliminating heli-
copter restrictions altogether. They also restricted Army operations to 
a battle zone extending up to 100 miles behind friendly lines in order 
to avoid overlap with Air Force operations. 

Korean War Lessons Learned
 During the entire Korean con-
flict, Combat Cargo utilized just 
140 aircraft to fly 210,343 sorties 
while transporting 2,605,591 pas-
sengers and 391,763 tons of freight. 
It also evacuated 307,804 patients 
and airdropped over 18,000 tons 
of the freight carried. Thanks to 
the efforts of Tunner, plus the ef-
ficient and effective operations of 
Combat Cargo, war planners in all 
the services grew confident enough 
about solid airlift support that they 
incorporated air logistics into their 
routine operations. Airlift thus fun-
damentally altered the American 
way of war by becoming a central 
element of its operations. This still 
did not settle old questions of 
jurisdiction, as both the Army 
and some elements of the Air Force wanted control over airlift for 
their own purposes.
 The Korean War again underscored the need for specialized air-

craft. The available airplanes, from World War II-era C-47s and C-54s 
to new C-119s and C-124s, often were unsuited for the demands of 
the war. The C-119 became the transport of choice, but FEAF had a 
limited number of them and overuse produced maintenance prob-

lems. USAF sent newer C-124s, but 
their weight limited them to a few 
fields and they developed fuel leaks 
and generator problems. As a result, 
the Air Force began development of 
new airlifters such as the Fairchild 
C-123 Provider and the Lockheed 
C-130 Hercules. 
 Of even greater importance, 
the Korean conflict marked the 
first time that all the elements of 
the modern air mobility system 
conducted simultaneous and co-
ordinated operations together in 
support of combat operations. 
This included tactical airlift, bat-
tlefield airlift, strategic airlift and 
air refueling. 

Air Refueling During
the Korean War

 By 1950, the Air Force had fielded its first twelve squadrons of tank-
ers, principally to support the priorities of Strategic Air Command, 
thus the use of air refueling began slowly in Korea and remained on 
a small scale. In July 1951, a KB-29M tanker refueled three RF-80A 
fighters over the Sea of Japan in the first combat air refueling opera-
tion. From May to July 1952, ten KB-29s supported strike operations 
by bombers based in Japan. During exercise FOX PETER 1 in July 
1952, a Fighter Escort Wing used new air refueling capabilities on F-
84Gs to fly from Georgia to Japan in the first long-range deployment of 
fighters via air refueling. All of them arrived safely and ready to fight. 
 By 1953, air refueling was routinely used to move fighter and 
bomber units across the Pacific to support combat operations in Ko-
rea. The first air refueling unit dedicated to tactical air forces was 
established in Japan in July 1953. 

AIRCRAFT DEVELOPMENTS 

The Cold War Drives the Development of the KC-135
 The development of the Boeing 
KC-135 Stratotanker was pushed by 
Cold War strategies that required 
the U.S. to be able to keep fleets 
of nuclear-armed strategic bomb-
ers airborne around-the-clock. The 
original KC-135 aircraft design and 
fleet size evolved from these Cold 
War requirements to implement 
and support the U.S. strategy of 
containment. A large fleet of tank-
ers was needed to refuel bombers 
that would carry out strategic op-
erations in the event of nuclear war 
with the former Soviet Union. 
 A derivative of Boeing’s 707 com-
mercial airliner, a total of 732 KC-135 
aircraft were built and procured at a 
rate of 75 to 100 per year during the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. A byprod-

uct of effort was that these tankers were also available to refuel cargo, 
fighter and other aircraft for ferrying to distant theaters of operations or 

MATS Douglas C-124 Globemaster II, nicknamed “Old Shaky,” 
at Hamilton Air Force Base, California loading a F-104A for 
transport to Formosa in 1958. (U.S. Air Force Photo).

Boeing B-50A Superfortress Lucky Lady II refuels from a Boeing 
KB-29M tanker near the Azores on 26 February 1949 during an 
around-the-world flight. (U.S. Air Force Photo).

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 19



20 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 21

“The men and women of the United States Air Force and our mobility forces, are trained and ready to 
deploy anywhere in the world in defense of our country. It is their unselfish sacrifice, untiring efforts

and outstanding achievements that have contributed immensely to the establishment and to the 
maintenance of peace in the free world. Not only are their efforts and achievements attained during times 

of conflict, but they also occur during acts of natural disaster and humanitarian relief efforts.
The balance of power and our freedom has been and will continue to be achieved and built on the

“wings of Freedom.” The Airlift/Tanker Association wishes to recognize and honor those
men and women who have distinguished themselves by outstanding performance above and
beyond their duties as members of the United States Air Force. It is for this purpose that the

“Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame” has been established.”

Lt Gen William H. Tunner 
(1906-1983)
His vision for airlift’s role in national defense 
earned him recognition as “The Father of 
Military Airlift Command.” During World 
War II, he commanded the India-China 
division of the Air Transport Command, 
which was responsible for supplying China by 
air across the Himalayas. He also commanded 
the Combined U.S. Air Force/Royal Air Force 
Berlin Airlift Operation and during the Korean 
War, the Combat Cargo Command, Far East Air 
Forces. From July 1958 to May 1960, he served 
as Commander, Military Air Transport Service. 
Later assignments included Commander in 
Chief, United States Air Forces in Europe 
and Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, 
Headquarters U.S. Air Force. Inducted 1989

Gen Laurence S. Kuter
(1905-1979)
Commanding the Atlantic Division of the 
Army Air Force’s Air Transport Command 
(ATC) in 1945, he oversaw the consolidation 
of resources from several of ATC’s wartime 
divisions into a new Atlantic Division 
responsible for the airlift service between 
the United States and Europe, Africa, and the 
Middle East. As the first Commander, Military 
Air Transport Service (MATS), June 1948- to 
November 1951, he consolidated under MATS 
assets from ATC and the Naval Air Transport 
Service and he defined and interpreted the 
future airlift role for the Department of 
Defense. Inducted 1990

Donald W. Douglas
(1892-1981)
Engineer, visionary, and entrepreneur, his 
aircraft designs revolutionized commercial 
and military air transport. While the Douglas 
DC-3 and DC-4 passenger carriers became the 
C-47 and C-54, the workhorse transports of 
World War II, it was his C-124 that provided 
Military Air Transport Service, and later 
Military Airlift Command, with the first 
aircraft designed specifically for strategic 
military airlift. With its ease of loading, 
heavy lift capacity, and trans-ocean delivery 
capability, the C-124 made its mark during 
the Korean War. The Douglas Aircraft military 
legacy lives on in the McDonnell Douglas-
designed, Boeing-built C-17 Globemaster III. 
Inducted 1990

Lt Gen Harold L. George
(1917-1986)
Recognized as the “First Leader of Airlift,” 
he commanded the Air Corps Ferrying 
Command from April 1942 to June 1942 and 
its successor organization, the Air Transport 
Command, from June 1942 to September 
1946. In those positions, he directed the 
wartime movement of planes, passengers, 
and supplies from the United States to combat 
units around the world. Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen Carl A. “Tooey” Spaatz remarked in 
1947 that Gen George’s “masterful, diplomatic 
and successful operation of the Air Transport 
Command gained (for) the Army Air Forces 
an international reputation for the ability 
to accomplish the seemingly impossible.” 
Inducted 1991

Maj Gen Cyrus R. “C.R.” Smith
(1899-1990)
In April 1942, he resigned as President and 
Director of American Airlines to enter the Army 
with a commission as colonel in the Air Corps 
Ferrying Command, which two months later 
become the Air Transport Command (ATC). As 
ATC’s Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander, 
he applied his commercial air transport 
experiences to the wartime, worldwide 
expansion of military airlift operations. He 
was principally responsible for convincing the 
War Department to make ATC the agent for 
strategic airlift. As a result, by the end of 1943 
the Command was operating over air routes in 
the United States and overseas totaling more 
than 130,000 miles. Inducted 1992

Lt Gen Ira E. Eaker
(1896-1997)
Airpower visionary and pioneer, he secured 
approval of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
refined air refueling procedures, and selected 
planes and crews for the “Question Mark” 
record-setting endurance flight of 150 hours, 
40 minutes in January 1929. Serving as the 
mission’s chief pilot, he took air refueling to 
the next step by conceiving, organizing, and 
conducting, from August to September 1929, 
the “Boeing Hornet Shuttle,” the first nonstop 
transcontinental flight sustained solely by 
air refuelings. Through those two flights, 
he significantly advanced the development 
of air refueling and greatly expanded the 
possibilities of airpower. Inducted 1993

Gen Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser
(1924-1997)
Although a bomber pilot most of his career, 
he became - as Commander in Chief, Military 
Airlift Command from July 1979 to June 1981 
– the Air Force’s primary advocate for airlift 
modernization and a visionary for mobility 
forces. He pushed forward the C-5 wing 
modification, C-141 stretch, air refueling 
modernization, and Civil Reserve Air Fleet 
enhancement programs. He also championed 
and helped define the Future Airlift Aircraft 
Program that would eventually become the 
C-17. In retirement he continued to support 
the mobility community through the 
Airlift Association serving as its chairman 
from November 1985 to November 1992. 
Inducted 1994

Lt Gen Joseph Smith 
(1901-1993)
Although he served in the U.S. military for 35 
years, from 1923 to 1958, it was not until 1948 
that he began to make his mark as an Airlifter. 
As commander of the Berlin Airlift Task Force, 
he established the airlift flow into and out of 
the city. In November 1951, he took command 
of the Military Airlift Transport Service (MATS) 
where, over the next six and one-half years, he 
oversaw establishment of MATS as the single 
manager operating agency for airlift service, 
the Civil Reserve Air Fleet, and the Airlift 
Service Industrial Fund. Under his command, 
MATS supported the Korean War, the Suez 
Crisis, and the Hungarian Refugee Evacuation. 
Inducted 1995

Nancy Harkness Love 
(1914-1976)
An aviation pioneer, she earned her pilot’s 
license in 1930 at the age of 16 and her air 
transport rating in 1933. In 1942 she was 
instrumental in establishing, under Air 
Transport Command (ATC), the Women’s 
Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron, a predecessor 
unit to the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots, 
the WASP, serving with the ATC Ferrying 
Division, she oversaw the training, planning 
and operations of six WASP ferrying squadrons. 
Under her leadership the WASP moved during, 
World War II, thousands of aircraft between 
factories and operational units, thus freeing 
their male comrades for combat duty. She 
received the Air Medal for her wartime service. 
Inducted 1996

Gen William G. Moore, Jr.
(1920)
A veteran of three wars - World War II, 
Korean, and Southwest Asia - with nearly 
40 years of military service, he conceived, 
planned and directed a wide variety of 
combat aerial delivery methodologies. 
While commanding the 314th Troop Carrier 
Wing and the 839th Air Division (AD) from 
1962 to 1963, he conducted project “Close 
Look,” which set the foundation for many 
of today’s airlift tactics and procedures. 
As commander of the 834th AD, he was 
responsible for tactical airlift in Vietnam, 
and from April 1977 to June 1979, he 
commanded the Military Airlift Command. 
He is the Airlift/tanker Association’s senior 
founding member. Inducted 1997

A/TA Hall of Fame Continues >

“There is no question
what the roll of honor in America is. 

The roll of honor consists of the names 
of those who have squared their

conduct by ideals of duty.”
–Woodrow Wilson

The warrior who advances
without coveting fame and retreats

without fearing disgrace,
whose only thought is to protect

his country and do good
service for his sovereign, is the

jewel of the kingdom.
—Sun Tzu

Airlift/Tanker Association  Hall of Fame
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MSgt Roy W. Hooe
(1892-1973)
An aviation pioneer of huge historical stature, 
he served as aircraft mechanic for Billy 
Mitchell during aerial gunnery and bombing 
tests in 1921; Charles Lindbergh for the “Spirit 
of Saint Louis” goodwill mission to Mexico 
City in 1927; and Carl Spaatz and Ira Eaker on 
the “Question Mark” record-setting endurance 
flight in 1929, for which he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. During his 30-
year aviation career, he also served as crew 
chief for other aviation heroes, including 
Lester Maitland, Albert Hagenberger, and 
Amelia Earhart. Inducted 2001

Gen Carl A. “Tooey” Spaatz
(1891-1974)
World War I fighter pilot, World War II 
Commander of Air Forces in Europe and 
the Pacific, first Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air 
Force in 1947, and air refueling pioneer, he 
commanded the “Question Mark” - a U.S. 
Army C-2A Fokker transport aircraft - in its 
record-setting endurance flight of 150 hours, 
40 minutes in January 1929. This mission 
proved that aerial refueling was safe and 
practical and earned him the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. The flight also helped prove 
that airpower was no longer a barnstorming 
sideshow but a serious component of national 
defense. Inducted 2002

John F. Shea 
1919-1996)
Serving as Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Plans, Headquarters Military Airlift 
Command (1960-1983), he helped conceive, 
develop, and bring to fruition numerous airlift 
enhancement and modernization programs 
including the C-5 wing modification, the 
C-141 stretch, and the addition of emergency 
cargo conversion features to wide-bodied 
commercial passenger aircraft in the Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet, additionally, his vision 
and expertise in air mobility helped shape 
the National Airlift Expansion Act, which 
provided the legislative foundations for 
joint - military and commercial - aircraft 
development. Inducted 2003

Maj Gen James I. “Bagger” Baginski
(1932-2013)
In his 30 years in the Air Force (1954-1984), 
he served in a variety of leadership roles, from 
commander, 374th Tactical Airlift Wing to HQ 
Military Airlift Command Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Operations and Personnel. He had a 
direct, pervasive, and long-lasting influence 
on air mobility, from the C-5 modernization 
and C-141 stretch programs to enhanced 
aircraft and aircrew air refueling capabilities. 
As Director of Mobility, Joint Deployment 
Agency, he advanced the services’ joint 
transportation planning policy, systems, and 
procedures. An Airlift/Tanker Association 
(A/TA) founding member and Board of 
Advisors Chairman, he helped lead the A/TA 
in transitioning from a reunion type airlift 
organization to a professional air mobility 
association. At his induction into the A/TA 
Hall of Fame, he had dedicated 50 years service 
to the air mobility mission. Inducted 2005

Gen Duane H. Cassidy 
(1933-2016)
Instrumental in establishing the United 
States Transportation Command, he was 
Commander-in-Chief (1987-1989) of the 
new joint command, while serving as 
Commander-in-Chief of Military Airlift 
Command (1985-1989). The first “dual-
hatted” Commander-in-Chief for these two 
commands, transforming the transporta-
tion and air mobility mission, culture, and 
history. Responsible for military airlift and 
global land, sea, and air transportation for 
all US fighting forces and also commanded 
special operations, rescue, weather, and 
aeromedical evacuation in his role as the 
executive director of the Single Manager 
Operating Agency for Department of De-
fense Airlift. During his 35 years of hon-
orable service, he lent support to a broad 
spectrum of initiatives that included im-
proved quality of life, aircrew retention, 
and spearheading the acquisition of the 
C-17 Globemaster III aircraft.
 Inducted 2006

Aeromedical Evacuation
Legacy Team
Aeromedical Evacuation is a core mission of 
the Air Mobility Command and a major com-
ponent of its proud heritage. Evacuating in-
jured personnel using fixed and rotary wing 
aircraft revolutionized the rapid transport of 
casualties from areas with inadequate or no 
medical care. The Aeromedical Evacuation 
Legacy Team exemplifies this vital mission 
and the total force concept transparent in to-
day’s mobility air forces. Lt Gen Paul Carlton, 
Col Dennis “Bud” Traynor, Col Regina Aune, 
Col Robert “Bob” Brannon, Col Jay Johannig-
man, Lt Reba Whittle, CMSgt Rodney Christa 
and MSgt Mark McElroy epitomize the thou-
sands of AE professionals who continue to 
give hope to all in harm’s way. The vision 
and dedication exhibited by these individu-
als advanced performance to a level where 
“No One Else Comes Close.” 
Inducted 2007

Col Gail S. Halvorsen
(1920)
During the Berlin Airlift, also called Operation 
VITTLES, he instituted Operation LITTLE 
VITTLES by dropping small parachutes laden 
with candy from his C-54 aircraft to the 
children of Berlin. While motivating Berliners 
to never give up hope, his self-initiated act of 
kindness - which earned him the nickname 
“Candy Bomber” – also became a symbol of U.S. 
resolve during the Cold War. Receiving in 1949 
the prestigious Cheney Award for his actions 
during the Berlin Airlift, he has continued to 
serve as a national ambassador of goodwill. 
For airlifters he epitomizes their humanitarian 
spirit and continues to inspire us all to serve 
others. Inducted 1999

MajGen Winston P. “Wimpy” Wilson
(1911-1996)
He rose from an aircraft mechanic in the 
Arkansas National Guard in 1929 to lead the 
Air National Guard (ANG) from 1953 to 1963 
and the National Guard Bureau from 1963 
to 1971. By insisting on realistic training for 
the ANG, according to active duty Air Force 
standards, and equipping it with modern-
day transports, tankers, and fighters, he 
transformed the Air Guard from a flying club 
into a prized, combat-ready component of 
the Air Force. His initiatives led directly to 
the Defense Department’s Total Force policy. 
Inducted 2000

“The talent of success is nothing more than doing what you can do well, 
and doing well whatever you do without thought of fame. If it comes at 

all it will come because it is deserved, not because it is sought after.”
–Henry Wasdworth Longfellow

Sgt John L. Levitow
(1945-2000)
He received the Medal of Honor for his selfless 
heroism on the night of 24 February 1969 
while serving as loadmaster on an AC-47 
gunship over Long Binh, South Vietnam. An 
enemy 82-mm mortar shell landed on top of 
the gunship’s right wing. Exploding inside the 
wing frame, the blast raked the fuselage with 
shrapnel severely wounding him and three 
other crew members in the rear of the aircraft. 
Weak from loss of blood and with only partial 
use of his legs, he pulled an unconscious 
crew member away from the open cargo door 
and then grabbed a loose, burning flare and 
threw it overboard seconds before it exploded. 
Inducted 1998

Col Joe M. Jackson
(1923)
Mobility warrior and national hero, he was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions 
on 12 May 1968 at Kham Duc, South Vietnam, 
a U.S. Special Forces camp near the Laotian 
border. Piloting his C-123 at 9,000 feet over the 
camp, he descended at 4,000 feet per minute 
to rescue three combat controllers who had 
been in charge of evacuating the camp earlier 
in the day. Encountering intense enemy fire 
at 4,000 feet that followed the aircraft down 
the runway, and narrowly avoiding a hit from 
a 122-mm rocket, he turned for take-off as 
the three-man team jumped aboard through 
the open rear cargo door. Again, on ascent, 
his aircraft encountered heavy enemy fire. 
Inducted 1997

A/TA Hall of Fame Continues >

“Great men, unknown to their generation, 
have their fame among the great who

have preceded them, and all true worldly 
fame subsides from their high

estimate beyond the stars.”
—Henry David Thoreau

Maj Gen Robert B. Patterson
(1933)
A champion for special operations and 
realistic combat training, General Patterson 
played an integral role in shaping Air Force 
Special Operations. As the first commander 
of MAC’s 23rd Air Force, he transformed 
the Air Rescue and Recovery Service into 
a highly skilled special operations force. 
Through a number of groundbreaking events, 
he integrated night vision capabilities into 
combat rescue, took the first C-130s and 
C-141s to Exercise RED FLAG, and included 
the first international teams in VOLANT 
RODEO, the command’s airdrop competition. 
As 21st Air Force commander, he played a key 
role in Operation URGENT FURY, the rescue 
of U.S. medical students from Grenada. 
A visionary leader and aviator, General 
Patterson made impressive contributions to 
the advancement of air mobility and special 
operations. Inducted 2008
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Pioneers Of Aerial Refueling
Two aviation events during the 1920s had a 
significant Impact on air mobility. During June 
1923, U.S. Army Air Service aviators flew two 
Dehavilland DH-4 aircraft on four missions 
designed to prove the viability of air-to-air 
refueling. The first mission lasted 6 hours and 
38 minutes and transferred 75 gallons of fuel. 
The third mission involved 14 air refuelings, 
with the Receiver aircraft staying aloft for 
37 hours and 20 minutes. The final flight on 
October 25 involved an operational mission 
covering 1,280 miles from Suma, WA to San 
Diego, CA. The Airlift/Tanker Association 
proudly honors these aviators for their efforts 
proving the feasibility of air refueling: Tanker 
Crew #1: 1 Lt Virgil Hine and 1 Lt (Col) Frank 
W. Seifert; Tanker Crew #2:Capt Robert G. 
Erwin and 1 Lt Oliver R. McNeel; Receiver 
Crew: Capt (Col) Lowell H. Smith and 1 Lt 
John Paul Richter. Inducted 2009



2016

Airlift/Tanker Association

Awards
The actions of the men, women and/or organizations inducted

into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame and those awarded the coveted

annual Airlift/Tanker Association Young Leadership Awards,

Huyser Aircrew Awards, P.K. Carlton Award for Valor,

Halvorsen Award, Specialized Mission Award, Fogleman ASAM Award,

Key Spouse of the Year Award, AFRC Outstanding Unit Award,

and the ANG Outstanding Unit Award

all have exemplary records of performance detailing numerous

instances of their outstanding proficiency and excellence –

far too extensive to fully cover in the pages of A/TQ.

The examples used in each of the following short biographical

descriptions serve only to highlight their

extraordinary service to the Air Mobility Community,

the United States Air Force and Our Nation –

General Thomas M. Ryan, Jr.
(1928)
General Tom Ryan was a natural leader known 
for his integrity, selfless commitment to the 
mobility mission and his people and their 
families. During his leadership tours as Vice 
Commander (1977-81) and then Commander 
(1983-85) of the Military Airlift Command, 
General Ryan presided over mobility opera-
tions in support of many significant national 
and international crises and humanitarian 
and disaster relief efforts. He oversaw the codi-
fication of Airlift Doctrine in support of the 
combatant commands. General Ryan drove 
the development and publication of the first 
U.S. Air Force Airlift Master Plan. He was a 
huge proponent of increasing the role the Air 
Reserve Component and worked to transfer 
C-5 and C-141 aircraft to Air Reserve units. A 
selfless leader and mentor, he was always the 
first to highlight the accomplishments of his 
commanders and airmen. His behind-the-
scenes leadership and advocacy helped bring 
about mobility cultural changes that we take 
for granted today. Inducted 2011

Pioneers of Aerial Refueling
The second significant air refueling event 
occurred January 1-7, 1929, with the flight of 
the Question Mark. The Question Mark, a U.S. 
Army Air Corps Fokker C-2A aircraft and two 
Douglas C-1 Aircraft took to the skies to prove 
that aircraft range and endurance was only 
limited by aircrew endurance. Utilizing both 
tanker aircraft, the Question Mark completed 
43 refueling contacts, onloaded 5,660+ 
gallons of fuel and stayed aloft 150 hours and 
40 minutes. The Airlift/Tanker Association 
proudly honors these aviators for their efforts 
proving the feasibility of air refueling: Tanker 
Crew #1: Capt Ross G. Hoyt, 1 Lt Auby C. 
Strickland, and 2 Lt Irwin A. Woodring. Tanker 
Crew #2: 1 Lt Odas Moon, 2 Lt Joseph G. 
Hopkins, and 2 Lt Andrew F. Salter. Question 
Mark Crew: Major Carl A. Spatz, Capt Ira C. 
Eaker, 1 Lt Harry A. Halverson, 2 Lt Elwood R. 
Quesada and Sgt Roy Hooe. Inducted 2009

Sergeant William H. Pitsenbarger
(1944-1966)
Sergeant Pitsenbarger exemplified the 
highest professional standards and tradi-
tion of military service. In 1965, he was 
assigned as a pararescue crew member 
to Det 6, 39th Air Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron, Bien Hoa Air Base, Vietnam. 
He participated in almost 300 rescue mis-
sions. On April 11, 1966, then Airman First 
Class Pitsenbarger took part in a rescue 
mission to extract Army casualties pinned 
down by intense enemy fire. Arriving on 
scene, he volunteered to be hoisted down 
from the rescue helicopter to the ground 
in order to organize and coordinate rescue 
efforts, care for the wound, and evacuate 
casualties. During an enemy assault, he re-
peatedly exposed himself to enemy fire to 
care for the wounded. While resisting the 
enemy attack he was fatally wounded. For 
his conspicuous gallantry, Airman Pitsen-
barger was awarded the Medal of Honor.
Inducted 2012

General Ronald R. Fogleman
(1942)
As commander, United States Transportation 
Command and Air Mobility Command, Gen-
eral Ronald R. Fogleman inspired and drove 
unprecedented organizational transforma-
tion that made a lasting impact on global mo-
bility. Recognizing the importance of a strong 
commercial air and sealift industry, he revi-
talized and strengthened both of these critical 
programs. Under his leadership, AMCs Airlift 
and Air Refueling Forces proved unprecedent-
ed support for high visibility contingency 
and humanitarian actions around the globe. 
As the 16th Chief of Staff of the Air Force, he 
was the driving force behind developing the 
service’s core values of integrity first, service 
before self, and excellence in all we do. Gen-
eral Fogleman’s selfless devotion, patriotism 
and visionary leadership transformed the U.S. 
Air Force into the premier air and space force 
of the 21st century. INDUCTED 2013

Colonel Earl B. Young
(1913-2015)
Col Young’s Air Force career spanned the for-
mative years of air mobility. His insight and 
dedication proved instrumental in establish-
ing the early organization charged with pro-
viding airlift support to the nation. As the Air 
Transport Command (ATC) Chief of Plans, he 
was directly involved at the end of WWII in 
the debate over where airlift resources should 
be managed and maintained. With the estab-
lishment of the Department of Defense in 
1947, Col Young was responsible for consoli-
dating airlift resources under one organiza-
tion that he named the Military Air Transport 
Service. On March 28, 1951, 18th Air Force 
was established with Col Young as the first 
commander. Nine medium Troop Carrier 
Wings and later 2 Heavy Troop Carrier Wings 
were assigned to 18th Air Force. Col Young’s 
exceptional leadership and vision at a pivotal 
time for the Air Force made a lasting impact 
on air mobility. INDUCTED 2014

C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters
The C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters – CMSgt 
(Ret) William M. Cannon, CMSgt Marion D. 
Fincher, CMSgt James Lis, CMSgt Mark A. 
Smith, MSgt (Ret) Theodore R. Venturini, And 
CMSgt Michael M. Welch – provided unpar-
alleled leadership and expertise to produce 
the first cargo transport aircraft specifically 
designed for one loadmaster operation. Their 
unique backgrounds were critical to ensuring 
the one loadmaster aircrew concept became a 
reality. These loadmasters authored the mis-
sion systems volume, supported major C-17 
design reviews, participated in the C-X source 
selection, worked as requirements managers at 
HQ Military Airlift Command and the system 
program office, and participated in the flight 
test program. The efforts of this key group of 
loadmasters led to revolutionary design im-
provements on the C-17 Globemaster III and 
the advancement of America’s airlift capability. 
Inducted 2015
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Sir Alan John Cobham, KBE, AFC
 Aviation adventurer, explorer, pioneer – Sir Alan Cobham was all of these. He rose to prominence at a 
pivotal point in history, when the aeroplane needed champions to rescue it from the realms of just being a 
daredevil hobby and to set it on the path to become an efficient and effective form of transportation. To 
many people, Sir Alan Cobham will be remembered as the mastermind of Cobham’s Flying Circus tours in 
England and South Africa in the 1930s. But it was Sir Alan Cobham’s vision for air-to-air refueling which 
has secured his place in Air Mobility history.

Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Hall of  Fame Inductee

The 2016 inductee into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame was an aviation pioneer and significant contributor
to air mobility through his historic aerial refueling experiments, and development of both the necessary

technology and the techniques for its application. His continuous refinement of the probe and drogue
refueling system helped make aerial refueling a fundamental contributor to the continued defense and
security interests of the United States and its allies. His pioneering spirit, entrepreneurship and vision

of the importance of aviation and aerospace has directly benefitted generations of Mobility airmen and
makes him truly deserving of the prestigious honor of induction into the A/TA Hall for Fame.

“Attitude is a little
thing that

makes a big difference.”
–Winston Churchill

LEADERSHIP, JOB PERFORMANCE, AND
NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 When Sir Alan Cobham was born in England in 1894, ascent by 
balloon and gliding were the most common forms of flight in late 
Victorian London. By the time he died in 1973, supersonic 
travel was an everyday event and man had walked on 
the moon.
 When Alan first left school at age 15, he was ap-
prenticed to a clothing wholesaler in the shadow of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. Building and flying kites on 
Streatham Common gave young Cobham his first 
taste of ‘the air.’ Following a visit to Brooklands 
to see an air display, and bitten by the aviation 
bug then sweeping the country, he ambitiously 
attempted to construct a prize-winning man-
powered ‘aviette.’ The prize eluded him, but 
Cobham’s bicycle with wings was a well inten-
tioned first attempt to get off the ground.
 The outbreak of war in August 1914 saw Cob-
ham, along with seemingly half the nation’s young 
men, eager to enlist in the British Army. A teenage 
summer spent working with horses on an uncle’s 
farm led to an immediate transfer to France as a vet-
erinary assistant. As the war dragged on, Cobham became 
aware of the greater dependence being placed on motorized 
transport – and on airplanes. Despite his lack of formal education, he 
successfully transferred to the Royal Flying Corps, applied for pilot 
training and ended the war as a flying instructor in the fledgling 
Royal Air Force.
 The end of hostilities saw the demobilization of some 22,000 pi-
lots, many of whom, untrained for anything but flying, hoped to 
find employment in civil aviation. Cobham determined to forge a 
career in the air via a different route. In 1919, along with two 

ex-Service colleagues, he bought a war-surplus Avro 504K training 
machine, had it converted into a three-seater, then embarked on 
a tour of southern England towns and villages, giving joyrides to 
those willing to risk life and limb in return for a small payment. 
Initially, profits were healthy and the Berkshire Aviation Company 

grew into Britain’s first aerial touring joyriding company, grad-
ually extending its operations as far north as Scotland.

 The following year, continual periods of bad 
weather, which took their toll on passenger flying, 

forced Cobham to join the Aircraft Manufacturing 
Company (Airco). As the photographic pilot, his 
task was to position an aircraft so that a camera-
man could take commissioned aerial views of 
towns and sporting events. Airco, however, be-
came another casualty of the post-war cancel-
lation of military equipment contracts and was 
soon forced into liquidation, leaving the aspir-
ing young aviator facing the bleak prospect of 
unemployment.
 The combined failures of both the Berkshire 

Aviation Co. and Airco in 1920 left Alan Cob-
ham at the lowest ebb in his career. By then aged 

26, what at first seemed another false dawn proved a 
blessing in disguise.

 Geoffrey de Havilland took Cobham on as chief pilot 
for the new de Havilland Aeroplane Hire Company, flying to 

European trouble spots to bring back press photographs, and drop-
ping cans of film by parachute to cinemas up and down the country 
– an early example of the airdrop mission!
 He gained valuable long term experience undertaking extended 
charter flights – similar to today’s AMC-managed Civil Reserve Air 
Fleet – carrying wealthy patrons over Europe and the Middle East, 
sometimes for weeks at a time.
 Cobham established himself alongside other famous racing 

aviators after winning the 1924 King’s Cup Air 
Race in a prototype DH.50. In 1924, on learn-
ing that the Director of Civil Aviation, Sir Sefton 
Brancker, was planning to sail to India to assess 
the locations for landing sites along possible fu-
ture air routes to Australia, Cobham raised extra 
funding, which then allowed Brancker to charter 
an aircraft with Cobham as pilot. Together, they 
investigated the viability of setting up airship 
routes to the Far East. The conclusion was that the 
airplane, not the airship would eventually win the 
day. Many of those airstrips continue to operate 
today a fast-jet bases for the Indian Air Force – a prime example of 
the base opening mission.
 With his return from India, Cobham became the first aviator to 
successfully conduct a round-trip flight to India, and was acclaimed 
as a triumph by the media. Cobham, now enjoying new  found 
fame, and enthused by the possibilities of long-distance air travel 
by airplane, then orga-
nized and carried out, 
within 18 months, simi-
lar first-time round-trip 
flights to South Africa 
and Australia – pioneer-
ing the concept of global 
reach by airpower.
 Unsurprisingly, he found 
himself in great demand, 
and a six-week de Havil-
land sales tour across the 
northern United States 
and Canada proved him 
an accomplished public 
speaker.
 In 1926 Cobham flew 
from Rochester (Kent, UK) 
to London (UK), via Aus-
tralia, and landed finally 
on the River Thames in 
front of the Houses of Parliament before an audience of one million. 
He was knighted immediately.
 In 1927 Sir Alan circumnavigated Africa in a flying boat loaned 
by the Air Ministry. His eventual aim was to form an airline to oper-
ate to African destinations. Cobham-Blackburn Airlines was subse-
quently created in partnership with Robert Blackburn but Imperial 
Airways, with its vastly greater resources, had belatedly realized the 
potential offered in Africa and was politically empowered to take 
over their operations. Cobham’s aerial explorations in Africa were, 
however, not yet at an end. In 1931 he embarked on a survey of 
Lake Kivu and other waterways in the central region, flying a three-
engine Short Valetta seaplane.

 Following his return from Africa, Cobham hit 
upon the idea of taking a large travelling air dis-
play around the British Isles. Capitalizing on his 
fame, Cobham branched out on his own, forming 
an air consultancy called Alan Cobham Aviation 
Ltd. Its first project was what he called his Mu-
nicipal Aerodrome Campaign, a highly publicized 
tour of Britain, which, in 1929, resulted in 50,000 
passengers being taken for flights.
 Engaging a team of pilots, ground engineers and 
administrative support staff, he provided exhibi-
tions featuring ‘thrills and spills’ at nearly 1,000 

locations over the four years from 1932. Altogether, three million 
people paid to see Cobham’s Flying Circus, an adventurous million 
of whom took part in flights that veered from the sedate to the fast 
and furious and were guaranteed to test the strongest stomach.
 By the mid-1930s, Sir Alan Cobham’s instinct for innovation told 
him that touring air shows had largely run their course. The time had 

come to use his first-hand 
aviation experience to find 
engineering solutions to 
overcome the challenges 
of long-distance flight.

SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE
ADVANCEMENT OF 

AIR MOBILITY

 During the 1920s and 
early 1930s, air-to-air re-
fueling was only used to 
assist in setting flight en-
durance records. Sir Alan’s 
long-distance flights had 
required the laying-up of 
stores and fuel in many 

out-of-they-way places. Sir Alan knew that fewer take-offs and land-
ings required to reach a destination would increase safety, range, and 
payload. Overcoming these limitations would help ensure that the 
airplane would become the preeminent means of delivering passen-
gers and time-sensitive cargo to faraway destinations.
 An instinctive entrepreneur, Sir Alan founded Flight Refueling 
Ltd. (FRL) in October 1934 to develop aerial refueling equipment 
suitable for both commercial and military use. He also envisaged 
his company providing aerial tanker services at key points along the 
world’s expanding air routes. These pre-positioned tankers would 
rendezvous with and extend the range of airliners without them 
needing to land – an early application of the air bridge concept for 

Three million people paid to see 
Cobham’s Flying Circus in the early 
30s. (Courtesy Photo CIrca 1932).

Engaging a team of pilots, ground engineers and administrative support staff, Sir 
Alan Cobham’s “Flying CIrcus” provided exhibitions featuring ‘thrills and spills’ at 
nearly 1,000 locations over the four years from 1932. (Courtesy Photo).
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commercial aviation purposes. To prove that this was feasible, Sir 
Alan conducted what we would today call a “technology demonstra-
tion” flight from the UK attempting to reach India. A mechanical 
fault unrelated to aerial refueling forced his landing at Malta. 
Undaunted, the UK Air Ministry provided Sir Alan and FRL with 
a variety of obsolete aircraft so that research into aerial refueling 
could continue.
 By 1939, the FRL had 
“perfected” the “looped 
hose” system: two air-
craft would trail steel 
cables that would come 
into contact and become 
“intermeshed” (tangled, 
really). The tanker would 
wind in its cable, discon-
nect it from the receiver 
aircraft’s cable, and then 
attach a fuel hose to the 
receiver’s cable – which 
would be wound in and 
the hose connected to the 
fuel tank.
 Modern aerial refuel-
ing practitioners likely 
find this method dan-
gerously crude – and so 
did the interwar airlines! 
Only one commercial cus-
tomer – Imperial Airways 
– was willing to engage FRL and that was only because it was under 
contract to fly mail, not passengers, from the UK to Canada. During 
the summer and fall of 1939 FRL supported sixteen non-stop transat-
lantic mail sorties by Imperial flying boats – which now could refuel 
in flight rather than land at sea and refuel from picket ships strung 
between Europe and North America. FLR aircraft flying from Ireland 
and Newfoundland would rendezvous with Imperial aircraft as they 

began and ended their transatlantic crossings – another example of 
the air bridge concept. The onset of winter weather and the outbreak 
of World War II caused both the airmail and the inflight refueling 
service to be suspended.
 Shortly after the start of World War II, Sir Alan was able to con-
vince the British service chiefs that his aerial refueling systems could 

extend the range of con-
voy patrol aircraft. Exam-
ples of his systems were 
also sent to the United 
States for evaluation by 
the Army Air Corps.
 Unfortunately, aerial 
refueling was not used 
by the Allies to prosecute 
the bombing campaign 
against Nazi Germany. 
However, near the war’s 
end, the RAF equipped its 
“Tiger Force” – in prepa-
ration for its deployment 
to the Far East to assist 
with the invasion of Ja-
pan – with aerial refu-
eling capabilities. The 
atomic bombings forced 
Japan’s surrender before 
Tiger Force was needed to 
deploy.
 After the war, in 1948, 

FRL was the first British private contractor to join Operation 
‘Plainfare’ during the Berlin Airlift – another CRAF-like mission 
– to which the company provided twelve aircraft. These aircraft 
carried more than 7 million gallons (27,000 tons) of critical cargo: 
domestic heating oil and fuel. Sadly, seven FRL employees died in 
service to the Berlin Airlift when their converted Lancaster bomb-
er crashed in November 1948.

 That same year, the US Air Force first began installing FRL’s 
‘looped hose’ MR equipment onto their KC-29 tanker fleet. In 
March 1949, four Boeing KC-29M tankers enabled a single Boeing 
B-SOA bomber – “Lucky Lady II”– to fly around the world non-stop. 
This was the first dem-
onstration of the US Air 
Force’s Global Reach and 
Global Power for America 
capability.
 Almost immediately 
thereafter, however, the 
US military asked if a 
more flexible, automatic 
system, capable of refu-
eling single-seat fighters 
might be available. Six 
months later, FRL dem-
onstrated to a USAF del-
egation the world’s first 
probe-and-drogue refu-
eling system, allowing a 
Lancaster tanker to fuel 
a Meteor jet, enabling a 
world endurance record 
of 12 hours and 3 minutes 
on 7 August 1949. This 
single act fundamentally 
changed the future direc-
tion of military airpower.
 The Korean War saw 
the first use of probe-and-
drogue refueling of com-
bat aircraft during wartime. Carrier-launched, twin-engined North 
American Savage tankers used internally carried hose and drum units, 
while US Navy and Marine Corps tactical aircraft began using the 
“buddy” stores systems to share fuel. In May 1952, 12 USAF F-84E 
fighters returning from North Korean targets were refueled via probe-
equipped wing tanks by KB-29T tankers. This was the first USAF 
combat mission to include aerial refueling, and those aerial refueling 
systems were designed, developed and manufactured by Sir Alan Cob-
ham’s Flight Refueling company.

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO THE
AIR MOBILITY MISSION, CULTURE AND HISTORY

 The US Air Force found its newly gained and hard won status as 
an independent service under political threat in the 1947. The US 
Navy – seizing on the production delays of the B-36 intercontinental 
bomber – pressed its own claims to be the major means of delivering 
an atomic attack. What then became a burning inter-service issue 
prompted the USAF to immediately and reliably extend the range 
of its B-29 bomber force – or risk losing a vitally important strategic 
mission. Accordingly, orders were placed for air refueling equipment 
– FRL’s “looped hose” system that allowed the USAF to dramatically 
demonstrate its Global Reach and Global Power. This resulted in the 
7 December 1948 flight of Lucky Lady II from Carswell AFB, Texas, 
to carry out a mock atomic attack against the US Navy’s Pacific Fleet 
at Pearl Harbor. Lucky Lady II dropped a dummy 10,000 lb. bomb 
at Pearl and then returned to base after a 9,400 miles round trip 
enabled by KB-29M tankers equipped with Sir Alan’s aerial refuel-
ing systems. Two months later, Lucky Lady II circled the globe in 94 
hours. These demonstrations provided proof that the USAF could 
meet its obligations and, in doing so, sealed the fate of the USN’s 
projected supercarrier, USS United States.
 Aerial refueling continued to be a source of great American inter-
service rivalry. This was largely resolved when the Boeing-designed 

On 26 February 1949 – Lucky Lady II took off to complete the first non-stop circum-
navigation of the globe. The Lucky Lady II was a US Air Force Boeing B-50 Superfor-
tress belonging to the 43rd Bombardment Group. At the time of its round-the-world 
flight, the B-50 still had all of its defensive armament, though the bomb bay was fit-
ted with an additional fuel tank. Luck Lady II was manned by a double crew, and each 
crew flew in 6-hour shifts throughout the 94 hour flight. Departing from Carswell 
AFB in Texas, the aircraft flew an easterly route, was refueled by aerial tankers four 
times along the way, and returned to Carswell AFB on 2 March. Each member of the 
crew was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. (US Air Force Photo).

Sir Alan Cobham’s Airspeed Courier being refueled by a Handley Page W.10 during 
his attempted non-stop flight to India. (Courtesy Photo).

“boom” system capable of delivering high fuel flow rates was cho-
sen to equip Strategic Air Command’s B-52 bombers. The US Navy 
and Marine Corps, faced with operating from ships at sea, opted 
to remain with the probe and drogue system. Subsequently, probe 

and drogue aerial refuel-
ing has been adopted by 
many US military rotary 
wing platforms.
 With continuous devel-
opment of the probe and 
drogue refueling system, 
Cobham’s equipment was 
to prove of fundamental 
importance in the defense 
of both the United King-
dom and the United States 
throughout the Cold War 
and beyond. Today, using 
either (or both) the Brit-
ish ‘probe and drogue’ 
method invented by Sir 
Alan’s Flight Refueling 
in 1949, or the American 
‘boom’ system introduced 
by Boeing, the transfer 
of fuel in flight – the vi-
tal link as foreseen by Sir 
Alan Cobham – is a com-
monplace feature under-
taken by major air forces 
throughout the world. Sir 
Alan was truly an aviation 

pioneer who changed the future application of air power by perfecting 
and productionizing aerial refueling concepts and technologies.

WHY THE NOMINEE IS DESERVING OF INDUCTION

 Sir Alan Cobham, a true aviation pioneer, worked tirelessly to 
make flying popular with his own personal dream that “one day 
there would be a landing ground in every major town.” Based on 
his first-hand flying experiences he made the leap from being con-
strained by nascent technology to the development of products ca-
pable of resolving the operational limitations of early aircraft.
 From 1914 until his death in 1973, Sir Alan had the passion and 
initiative necessary to further aviation through technology innova-
tion. When others said aerial refueling was unnecessary, infeasible 
or unsafe, he overcame professional objections and engineering ob-
stacles and invented safe, operational aerial refueling products and 
techniques. Today, this capability is routinely used almost daily dur-
ing thousands of air mobility missions worldwide. The successful ap-
plication of his vision gave the US military and its coalition partners 
global reach and the ability to deliver global power. Even more im-
portant than the technical solutions, Sir Alan’s prescience has pro-
vided US and allied governments the ability to overcome political 
obstructions to operations should a foreign country or region deny 
overflight authority. Aerial refueling gives air power practitioners 
the ability to mitigate the impact of such denials by flying around 
such obstacles.
 While used sparingly during the Korean War, hose-and-drogue 
air-to-air refueling was a key enabling technology to the US military 
during the Vietnam War, and since then to the present day around 
the world and amongst our allies and coalition partners.
 More than 80 years later, Sir Alan’s pioneering spirit continues 
with Cobham the company producing world leading products and 
solutions for the aerospace and defense industry, including the 
market leading aerial refueling system.

On 30 June 1926, Alan Cobham took off from the River Medway at Rochester in his De Havilland DH50J G-EBFO to make an Imperial Airways 
route survey for a service to Melbourne, arriving on 15 August 1926. He left Melbourne on 29 August 1926, and, after completing 28,000 
nautical miles (32,000 mi; 52,000 km) in 320 hours flying time over 78 days, he alighted on the Thames at Westminster on 1 October 1926. 
Cobham was met by the Secretary of State for Air, Sir Samuel Hoare, and was subsequently knighted by HM King George V. (Courtesy Photo).
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Young Leadership Awards continue >>>

“A great leader’s courage to
fulfull his vision comes from 

passion, not position.”
–John Mawell

Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Young Leadership Awards

The Airlift/Tanker Association Young Leadership Award
is presented annually to twelve individuals who

have displayed performance excellence, outstanding
professional skill, knowledge and leadership

in fulfillment of their duties.

Captain Daniel K. Derusha
  Captain Daniel K. DeRusha is a KC-10A 
Evaluator Aircraft Commander assigned to 
the 9th Air Refueling Squadron, Travis Air 
Force Base, California. He is 31 years old 
and was born in Milford, Michigan on 13 
September 1985. He attended Milford High 
School, graduating with honors in June 
2004. As a student-athlete, he was named 
captain of both the Cross Country and Track 
teams, earning Varsity letters in both sports 
all four years. Captain DeRusha was a very 

successful runner and earned All-American honors twice in indoor and 
outdoor track. Besides sports, Captain DeRusha also served four years 
as a student council representative and played drums in the jazz band, 
where he earned the Louis Armstrong Award for most outstanding jazz 
band member. After graduating from high school, Captain DeRusha 
was accepted to the United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and reported in July 2004 for basic training. While at the 
Academy, Captain DeRusha earned a Varsity letter in indoor track and 
was part of the Cadet Honor Executive Committee serving as Cadet First 
Group Honor Chairman. 
 Captain DeRusha graduated the Academy in 2008 with athletic dis-
tinction and a Bachelor’s Degree in Behavioral Sciences before attending 
pilot training. Shortly after graduation, he married his wife Brandie at 
the Air Force Academy chapel on 12 July 2008. He then attended Air 
and Space Basic Course at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama and was 
identified as a “Top Performer” and “Outstanding Contributor” in his 
flight. He then began flight school flying the T-34C at Naval Air Station 
Whiting Field, Florida, then PCS’d to Vance Air Force Base, Oklahoma to 
complete his training flying the T-1A. 
 After earning his pilot wings in November 2010, Captain DeRusha 
was assigned to Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst to fly the KC-10A. In 

Technical Sergeant Jamie C. Almquist
 TSgt Jamie Almquist is the Non-Commis-
sioned Officer In Charge (NCOIC) of Stan-
dards and Evaluations of the 36th Mobility 
Response Squadron, Pacific Air Force’s dedi-
cated contingency Air Base Opening Unit. 
TSgt Jamie Almquist is a native of Spokane, 
WA and joined the Air Force in July of 2003. 
 Upon completion of initial Inflight Re-
fueler Technical Training at Altus AFB, OK, 
he was assigned to the 93rd Air Refueling 
Squadron at Fairchild AFB, WA from May 

2004 to November of 2008 where he was the chief scheduler for ground 
and flight scheduling. Sergeant Almquist also deployed numerous times 
in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM and Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM. In 2008, TSgt Almquist was reassigned to the 509th Weapons 
Squadron also at Fairchild AFB, WA where he was the NCOIC of Schedul-
ing and subsequently the NCOIC of Training. While there, he headed all 
of the logistical support for the multiple exercises for all the students that 
attended throughout the year. In February of 2012, TSgt Almquist PCS’d 
to the 906th Air Refueling Squadron at Scott AFB, IL, which is an active 
duty and Air National Guard total force association.
 While in the 906th, TSgt Almquist was the NCOIC of Group Weap-
ons and Tactics, NCOIC of Training, and was upgraded to evaluator of 
both active duty and ANG Boom Operators. TSgt Almquist deployed in 
support of both Operation INHERENT RESOLVE and Operation FREE-
DOM’S SENTINEL. He also worked with Air Mobility Command to 
help develop the KC-135’s new iPad weight and balance application that 
would be standardized across active duty, ANG, and Air Force Reserve 
commands. In August of 2015, TSgt Almquist PCS’d to the 36th Mobil-
ity Response Squadron, 36th Contingency Response Group at Andersen 
AFB, Guam. He is married to Ilana Maureen Almquist of Spokane, WA. 
They have three children, Akayla, age 8, Collin, age 5 and Graeme, age 1.

Technical Sergeant Amber N. Beebe
 TSgt Amber N. Beebe is assigned to the 
618th Air Operations Center as the Manager, 
Aeromedical Evacuation (AE) Division, Scott 
Air Force Base, Illinois. TSgt Beebe was born 
in Wheeling, West Virginia on December 
11, 1983. She graduated from J.M. Tate High 
School in 2002. Upon completion of Basic 
Military Training at Lackland AFB, Texas in 
2003, Sergeant Beebe began technical train-
ing as a health services management appren-
tice at Sheppard AFB, Texas.

 Her first assignment was to the 59th Medical Wing at Lackland AFB, 

Captain William J. Burrows
 Captain William J. Burrows is an Execu-
tive Officer and C-130J Formal Training 
Unit Instructor Pilot, 48th Airlift Squad-
ron, 314th Operations Group, 314th Airlift 
Wing, Little Rock AFB, Arkansas. Captain 
Burrows was born in 1985 in Columbia, 
South Carolina. He graduated from the 
United States Air Force Academy in 2008 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in For-
eign Area Studies and completed the Air 
and Space Basic Course at Maxwell AFB, 

Alabama shortly thereafter.
 In 2009, Captain Burrows began Undergraduate Pilot Training at 
Laughlin AFB, Texas and continued to Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, 
Texas, where he earned his pilot wings. He was then assigned to C-130J 
Formal Training Unit, Little Rock AFB, Arkansas for initial qualification. 
Captain Burrows’ first operational assignment was to the 40th Airlift 
Squadron, Dyess AFB, Texas, in 2010. He has deployed three times in 
support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and led numerous train-
ing and operational missions within the United States and overseas. In 
garrison, Captain Burrows served as the squadron’s resource advisor, 
scheduling flight commander, and chief of standardization and evalua-
tion, (and as an assistant director of operations while deployed).
 In 2015, he attended Squadron Officer School at Maxwell AFB, Ala-
bama, where he earned recognition as both an Outstanding Contribu-
tor and Distinguished Graduate. His current job as a Formal Training 
Unit Instructor Pilot entails educating and training pilots in the mis-
sion of the C-130J Super Hercules. Captain Burrows works as part of 
a team of military and civilian professionals training C-130J aircrew 
members from across seven Major Commands, the Coast Guard and 
seven Allied nations. He has 1,525 hours in the C-130J, including 460 
instructor hours and 710 combat hours. As recognition for his superb 
aviation expertise, he was the 2015 Air Education and Training Com-
mand nominee for the James Jabara Award for Airmanship. His military 
awards include the Air Medal with six oak leaf clusters, the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, and the Air Force Achievement Medal.

Captain Steven M. Chandler
 Captain Steven M. Chandler is currently 
serving as the Strategic Initiatives Officer, 
Commander’s Action Group, US Transpor-
tation Command, Scott Air Force Base, Illi-
nois. Captain Chandler previously served as 
Chief, KC-46 Requirements, Headquarters 
Air Mobility Command, driving the Air 
Force’s $200B tanker recapitalization effort.
 Capt Chandler was born in Greenbrae, 
California. He attended Redwood High 
school where he lettered in both football 

and lacrosse. Culminating his experience at Redwood, Captain Chan-
dler earned the Governor Grey Davis Scholars Award for academic ex-
cellence, was a member of the Redwood Sequoians Honor Society, and 
earned the Golden State Academic Excellence Award with honors. Fol-
lowing Redwood High School Captain Chandler was Congressionally 
Nominated to the United States Air Force Academy. At the Air Force 
Academy Captain Chandler majored in Civil Engineering and earned 
the Top Cadet Award in Architectural Design.
 Captain Chandler graduated from the Air Force Academy with mili-
tary distinction and was commissioned in 2008. He then attended pilot 
training at Laughlin Air Force Base where he flew the T-6A and T-38C. 
Captain Chandler then completed initial KC-135 qualification at Altus 
Air Force Base where he was selected as Distinguished Graduate. Subse-
quently, he was stationed at McConnell Air Force Base where he served 
as an evaluator pilot in every KC-135 variant and mission. He has served 
as a Squadron Scheduling Officer, Training Officer, Chief Executive 

Officer, Flight Commander, Deputy Chief of the Wing Commander’s 
Action Group, and Chief of Squadron Standardization/Evaluations. 
Captain Chandler totaled 2,300 flight hours, 1,300 combat hours, and 
184 combat sorties over six deployments.
 Captain Chandler completed his Master’s at Embry Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University in Aeronautical Science with honors and a 4.0 GPA. He 
has excelled in a variety of contingency operations to include Opera-
tions ODDESSY DAWN, NEW DAWN, and ENDURING FREEDOM and 
was chosen as Red Flag Superior Performer on two separate occasions. 
Following his official duties at McConnell Air Force Base, Captain 
Chandler was hand-selected by the AMC Commander to work in the 
AMC’s Directorate of Strategic Plans, Requirements, and Programs to 
drive the Air Force’s KC-46 acquisition process as part of the command’s 
premiere leadership development program, Phoenix Torch.
 Bringing a fresh operational perspective to KC-46 Requirements, 
Captain Chandler steered the Air Force’s “Top 3” acquisition priority 
worth $48B as Chief of KC-46 Requirements. Captain Chandler com-
piled 157 criteria from 25 Divisions across 9 Directorates and units, plot-
ting a “Roadmap to IOC” measurement tool for the AMC Command-
er to assess the Command’s readiness status and timeline to achieve 
KC-46 IOC. Additionally, he consulted with over 15 technical subject 
matter experts to revise the KC-46 Data Management Concept of Em-
ployment (CONEMP), bringing fidelity to a “first-of-its-kind” capability 
for the Warfighter and Combatant Commander. Furthermore, Captain 
Chandler led a command wide effort as the AMC point of contact for 
the KC-46 4-Star Summit between AMC and AFMC.
 Captain Chandler has earned accolades to include Wing Aircrew of 
Distinction, AMC’s Kolligian Trophy Nominee, and Company Grade 
Officer of the Year at the Squadron, Wing Staff, and Headquarters Air 
Mobility Command.

“Lead me, follow me,
or get out of my way.”

—General George Patton

Texas where she served as a medical administration technician to the 
324th Training Squadron and began on-the-job-training for her 5-skill 
level. She was then assigned to the Emergency Department at Wilford 
Hall Medical Center as an emergency medicine administration techni-
cian. During this time she deployed to 332nd Expeditionary Medical 
Group Balad AB, Iraq and was assigned to the Patient Administration 
Department. She was responsible for the response of 1,194 helicopter 
MEDEVAC flights and transporting the patients to the emergency room.
 Her next assignment, in 2008, was to 673rd Medical Group, Elmendorf 
Air Force Base, Alaska where she worked as NCOIC, Emergency Manage-
ment and Plans. During this time, TSgt Beebe planned and executed the 
first ever hospital evacuation emergency management exercise which 
was crucial to the 673 MDG receiving the 2008 “Best Hospital in the 
Air Force” award. She was then transferred to the Resource Management 
Office where she served as the manager of PACAF’s largest Uniform Busi-
ness Office. During this time, she was recognized as the Health Services 
Inspection “Top Performer” and the 673rd Air Base Wing Noncommis-
sioned Officer of the 2nd Quarter.
 In 2012 she was assigned to the 618th Air Operations Center, Scott AFB 
where she served as an Aeromedical Evacuation Mission Controller. As 
the lead AE controller she was responsible for managing 1,771 missions 
moving over 16,000 patients including 108 urgent and 635 priority pa-
tients. Because of her outstanding performance, she was awarded 18 AF 
Staff Noncommissioned Officer of the Year. In 2014, TSgt Beebe was se-
lected as the Manager, 18 AF Commander’s Action Group where she was 
known as the “Voice of 18th AF,” educating over a thousand personnel 
on the 18th Air Force’s Global Air Mobility Enterprise. Her tremendous 
talent and expertise led to her award as the 2015 HQ 18 AF Noncommis-
sioned Officer of the Year.
 TSgt Beebe’s military awards include the Air Force Commendation 
Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal (1 Oak Leaf Cluster), Meritorious 
Unit Award, AF Outstanding Unit Award (6 Oak Leaf Clusters), Air Force 
Good Conduct Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters), National Defense Service 
Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, 
Air Force Overseas Ribbon Long, and Air Force Expeditionary Service Rib-
bon with gold border. Sergeant Beebe is currently enrolled in Grantham 
University, Missouri and is working toward a Bachelor’s Degree in Health 
Information Systems Management.
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“So nigh is Grandeur
to our dust,

so near is God to man,
when Duty whispers low,

‘thou must,’ the youth replies,
‘I can.’”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

his first year, Captain DeRusha served two combat tours as a copilot in 
support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and NEW DAWN. Then 
in 2012, he volunteered to fly MC-12W aircraft in Afghanistan. From 
August 2012 to March 2013, he served as Assistant Flight Commander 
assigned to the 4th Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron at Bagram 
Air Base, Afghanistan. There he flew 125 combat sorties and over 660 
hours conducting complex missions in support of high-value target cap-
ture, special operations forces, and counter-IED operations. Aside from 
his flying duties, he also served as Chief MC-12W Liaison Officer to the 
Combined Air Operations Center, Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar.
 Following his deployment to Afghanistan, Captain DeRusha returned 
to McGuire where he served two more deployments as a KC-10A Aircraft 
Commander in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IN-
HERENT RESOLVE. He also graduated Squadron Officer School in 2014, 
again earning the “Outstanding Contributor” award for his flight. In 
January 2016, Captain DeRusha PCS’d to Travis Air Force Base, Califor-
nia, and recently returned from his sixth combat tour where he served as 
Assistant Operations Officer for the 908th Expeditionary Air Refueling 
Squadron. In total, he has flown 225 combat sorties amassing over 1400 
hours in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. Notably, Captain DeRusha holds 
the distinction of commanding the very first KC-10A air refueling mis-
sion into Syria as part of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE. 
 Captain DeRusha currently serves as the Deputy Chief of Standardiza-
tion and Evaluations for the 9th Air Refueling Squadron. His military 
awards include the Air Medal with 9 oak leaf clusters, Aerial Achieve-
ment Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Combat Readiness Medal 
with one oak leaf cluster, National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal, and the NATO Medal. Addition-
ally, he has earned numerous honors, including the 305th Air Mobility 
Wing CGO of the Year award, Squadron Aircraft Commander of the 
Year award, and AMC nominations for the Aviator Valor Award in 2013 
and the Mackay Trophy in 2015. Finally, Captain DeRusha is attending 
graduate school at Harvard University where he is completing his Mas-
ter’s Degree in International Relations.

Major Jonathan P. Eizenberg
 Major Jonathan P. Eizenberg is a Lo-
gistics Readiness Officer assigned to the 
436th Supply Chain Operations Squadron, 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. He is 35 years 
old. Major Eizenberg was born in Morgan-
town, West Virginia, on 17 April 1981. In 
1972, his family moved from Tel-Aviv, Is-
rael to West Virginia, where they bought a 
400-acre cattle farm. Major Eizenberg at-
tended Lewis County High School where 
he excelled in football. After graduating 

from high school, he attended West Virginia University on a football 
scholarship. Upon graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Commu-
nications, he was commissioned in the Air Force as a Second Lieu-
tenant in May 2005. Major Eizenberg went directly to his technical 

Captain Montanna J. Ewers
 Captain Montanna J. Ewers is currently 
assigned as Operations Officer, 86th Main-
tenance Squadron, 86th Airlift Wing, 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany. In this po-
sition, he leads operations supporting 
the Wing’s C-130J major inspections and 
off-equipment maintenance, supports Air 
Mobility Command’s largest en route with 
specialized maintenance requirements, 
manages USAFE’s largest transient aircraft 
services, and directs the Air Force’s largest 

all-active duty Precision Measurement Equipment Laboratory.
 Captain Ewers was born in St. Cloud, Minnesota. While growing 
up there, he took an active role in the community and was a fre-
quent representative of the schools he attended. At fifteen years old, 
he started writing a monthly article for his city newspaper, the St. 
Cloud Times—a practice he continued for three years. Later, he was 
recognized by the local Red Cross for his family’s efforts in organiz-
ing and managing the annual Thanksgiving meal several years in 
a row. Captain Ewers also excelled in many events at school: cap-
taining his wrestling team for three years, captaining his football 
team, lettering as a member of his school’s competition choir, being 
a member of the varsity track and field team all four high school 
years. All of these helped him earn an appointment to the United 
States Air Force Academy’s 2008 class, where he earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Humanities. Soon after graduating, he met and 
married his wife, Meghan. Currently, they have three daughters: So-
phia,14, Phoebe, 5, and Esmé, 3.
 As an Aircraft Maintenance Officer, he has directed maintenance 
on KC-10, C-17, and C-130 aircraft. In 2011, he deployed as the Oper-
ations Officer for the 380th Expeditionary Maintenance Squadron in 
Southwest Asia, gaining experience in off-equipment maintenance 
support for AFCENT’s most diverse flight line. Later, he served in 
the 621st Contingency Response Wing, where he was responsible 
for managing 99 Unit Type Code packages and ensuring 690 tons 
of equipment could rapidly deploy in support of USTRANSCOM’s 
worldwide contingency response mission set. He then changed sta-
tions to Ramstein Air Base and led the 37th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit, earning his MAJCOM’s competitive selection to attend the Air 
Force’s only advanced school for aircraft maintenance. For his efforts 
at Ramstein, Captain Ewers has won his group’s nomination for the 
Company Grade Officer of the Year and the wing’s nomination for 
the USAF Leo Marquez award.

Staff Sergeant Samuel C. Haydon
 Staff Sergeant Samuel Haydon is a Load-
master Journeyman assigned to the 67 
Special Operations Squadron as a MC-130J 
Commando II Loadmaster, RAF Milden-
hall, UK. He is 28 years old. Sergeant Hay-
don was born in Providence, Rhode Island 
on 7 August 1987. He attended Sprague 
High School in Salem, Oregon and played 
varsity Lacrosse. After high school he 
worked a plethora of jobs including bak-
ing, carpentry, landscaping, remodeling, 

ranching and as a technician on combines. After attending North 
Park University in Chicago, Illinois, he enlisted in the Air Force and 
arrived at Lackland AFB, Texas in June 2011 for basic training. Upon 
graduation with honors, he attended the Aircrew Fundamentals and 
Basic Loadmaster courses at Lackland AFB, Texas.
 Sergeant Haydon was then assigned to Little Rock AFB at the 53d 
Airlift Squadron on the C-130 Hercules. He served in Little Rock 
for two years before being assigned to the 67th Special Operations 
Squadron, RAF Mildenhall, flying on the MC-130J Commando II. 
Sergeant Haydon has executed 3 deployments, including tours in Af-
ghanistan and a presidentially directed mission. His military awards 
include the John L. Levitow Award and NCO of the year. He earned 
his CCAF Degree in Aviation Operations in 2016, and is working 
toward a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Science.

Technical Sergeant Jonathan I. Rias
 Technical Sergeant Jonathan I. Rias is a 
cargo communications/countermeasures/
navigation systems craftsman assigned 
to the 86th Maintenance Group Staff as a 
quality assurance inspector, Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany. He is 30 years old. Sergeant 
Rias was born in Detroit, Michigan, on 9 
January 1986. He attended Hutchinson 
Central Technical High School, graduat-
ing in the top 15 of his class of 250 in June 
2004. He was awarded the Jesse Ketchum 

Gold Medal during his freshman year for graduating eighth grade 
with the highest GPA in the district with a 99.3%. Sergeant Rias was 
also selected to the All-Western New York Scholar Athlete Team for 
Boys Track and Field while serving as a team captain during his senior 
year of high school.
 After graduating from high school, Sergeant Rias enlisted in the Air 
Force in September 2004 and arrived at Lackland AFB, Texas for basic 
training. Upon graduation, he attended Electronic Principles techni-
cal training at Keesler AFB where he graduated with Top Graduate 
distinction. He then attended follow-on technical electronic warfare 
systems training at Sheppard AFB, once again earning awards of dis-
tinction, taking home the Academic Achievement Award and Flight 
Chief’s Award. Sergeant Rias was then assigned to Hurlburt Field, 
Florida in May 2005. During this assignment he was awarded Senior 
Airman Below-the-Zone (August 2006) for his unparalleled technical 
prowess and work ethic.
 Sergeant Rias also graduated Airman Leadership School with the 
John L. Levitow Award (May 2008). Following that assignment, he 
was reassigned to Dover AFB, Delaware in January 2010. During this 
time period he graduated the Noncommissioned Officer Academy as 
a Distinguished Graduate (September 2012). While assigned at Dover 
AFB he was selected to recover two heavily damaged C-5M aircraft at 
Diego Garcia. His superior skill and leadership directly led to the suc-
cessful recovery of both aircraft in one third the original estimated 
time in commission, garnering praise from the 18 AF/CC. Currently 

assigned to Ramstein AB, Sergeant Rias has served in several posi-
tions to include element NCOIC, assistant section chief, and avion-
ics quality assurance inspector.
 His military awards include the Air Force Commendation Medal, 
Air Force Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award with Valor, Air Force Good Conduct Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War 
on Terrorism Service Medal, Air Force Expeditionary Service Rib-
bon with Gold Border, Air Force Longevity Service, USAF NCO PME 
Graduate Ribbon, and the Air Force Training Ribbon. He completed 
a Community College of the Air Force degree in Avionic Systems 
Technology (September 2010), and is working toward a Production, 
Quality, and Manufacturing Level I Certification.

Technical Sergeant Erin L. Seley
  Technical Sergeant Erin L. Seley is a 

cardiopulmonary technician assigned to 
the Center for Sustainment Training and 
Readiness Skills (CSTARS), United States 
Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine, 
711th Human Performance Wing, Air 
Force Research Laboratory, Air Force Mate-
riel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Cincinnati, Ohio. She is 32 years old. 
Sergeant Seley was born in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, on 13 September 1984. 

She attended Inman Christian Academy. She was captain of her bas-
ketball team and was selected to be the Co-editor on the yearbook 
committee. After graduating from high school in 2002, Sergeant Seley 
attended Spartanburg Community College, where she obtained her 
Associates in Science degree.
 On 10 January 2006, Sergeant Seley enlisted in the Air Force and 
completed Basic Military Training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. 
She was then assigned to Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas for techni-
cal training as a Cardiopulmonary Technician. Upon completion of 
technical training, she was assigned to the 96 Medical Operations 
Squadron at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida as a Cardiopulmonary 
Laboratory Apprentice (Phase II) where she completed 36 weeks of 
technical training. In March 2007, Sergeant Seley PCS’d to the 59 
Medical Operations Squadron at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas and 
was stationed there for five years. She was first assigned to the respi-
ratory department to complete upgrade training.
 Upon completion of upgrade training, Sergeant Seley was assigned 
to work as a Respiratory Therapist in the Neonatal and Pediatric 
Intensive Care Units. During her time in the NICU/PICU Respira-
tory Department, her expertise was highlighted when she applied 
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) techniques on two 
Trans-Atlantic Neonatal Critical Care Air Transport Team missions, 
saving the lives of two critically-ill infants. Sergeant Seley was also 

Young Leadership Awards continue >>>

training at Lackland AFB, TX, where he trained in the Logistics Read-
iness Officer career field. Since commissioning in the Air Force, Ma-
jor Eizenberg has traveled around the world from Vandenberg AFB 
CA, Hurlburt Field FL, Randolph AFB TX, ending up at Scott AFB IL. 
During this timeframe, he has deployed to Eindhoven, Netherlands, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan in support of Operations IRAQI FREEDOM 
and ENDURING FREEDOM. During Major Eizenberg’s career he has 
demonstrated the operational, tactical, and strategic leadership ca-
pabilities required to lead and develop our future officers. He was 
selected as the Air Force Logistics Readiness Company Grade Officer 
of the Year 2011. Additionally, he is consistently involved in com-
munity and base activities providing the image for all to follow. As 
1st Special Operations Wing Lead, he directed the “Single Airmen 
Initiative” for 8,000 Airmen. His base and community programs 
were recognized as Air Force Level “Outstanding Program” in 2013, 
and he was awarded the Wing Volunteer of Year 2013. He is currently 
the Operations Officer of the 436th Supply Chain Operations Squad-
ron, in charge of all MAF weapon systems and spends as much time 
as possible with his wife Mai and three children: daughter, Avigail, 
and sons, Netanel and Aviel.

“A leader is one who
knows the way, goes the way, and 

shows the way.”
—John C. Maxwell
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an integral part of the successful 8.7 million dollar NICU’s integra-
tion of services into the San Antonio Military Medical Center. She 
deployed two times to different locations in Afghanistan to support 
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation New Dawn.
 In July 2012, Sergeant Seley was selected to become an instructor at 
CSTARS Cincinnati, Ohio. She oversees $10 million of operational and 
simulation training equipment. Sergeant Seley is team leader for the 
clinical verification committee to ensure the most skilled and quali-
fied cardiopulmonary technicians are appointed to the Critical Care 
Air Transport Team Unit Type Code. She has trained and validated 
more than 800 En Route Care Members. She is currently in pursuit 
of a Bachelors of Science degree in Business Administration/Account-
ing. Sergeant Seley’s educational achievements: Associates of Science, 
CCAF Cardiopulmonary Laboratory, licensure as a Registered Respira-
tory therapist in Ohio. Sergeant Seley is married to Seneca Seley. 
 Sergeant Seley’s military awards include: Aerial Achievement with 
three oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal, NATO Medal, 711 HPW NCO of the Quarter 
– 2014, Instructor of the Quarter – 2015, AFMS Cardiopulmonary 
NCO of the Year – 2015.

Captain Kelly C. Womble
  Captain Kelly C. Womble is an Aircraft 

Maintenance Officer assigned to the 15th 
Maintenance Operations Flight as the 
Maintenance Operations Flight Com-
mander, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii. She is 29 years old. Captain Wom-
ble was born in Collierville, Tennessee on 
29 July 1986. She attended Gulf Breeze 
High School in Gulf Breeze, Florida, where 
she graduated in 2004. Captain Womble 
attended the University of Tennessee in 

Knoxville on an Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps scholar-
ship. She completed her Bachelor’s degree in Communication and 
commissioned on 9 May 2008. She completed Intercontinental Bal-
listic Missile (ICBM) Initial Qualification training as a Distinguished 
Graduate in March 2009. She was an ICBM Combat Crew Command-
er and Instructor in the 91st Missile Wing, Minot AFB, North Dakota 
from 2009 to 2013. She was selected to cross train and completed 
Aircraft Maintenance Officer Course in November 2013.
 Captain Womble was assigned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii as the KC-135 Aircraft Maintenance Unit Officer in Charge, 
15th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron. Captain Womble completed 
Squadron Officer School before becoming the C-17 Maintenance 
Flight Commander, 15th Maintenance Squadron. Subsequently, 
Capt Womble deployed to Al Udeid Air Base as the Aircraft Mainte-
nance Unit Officer in Charge where she energetically led the largest 
KC-135 unit in the United States Air Force and successfully integrated 
more than 1,000 rotational Total Force Enterprise Airmen and 57 
aircraft from 27 wings in direct support of Operations INHERENT 
RESOLVE and FREEDOM’S SENTINEL.
 Captain Womble flawlessly oversaw the generation of 4,700 com-
bat refueling missions that delivered 207 million pounds of fuel to 
15,000 coalition receivers. These missions accounted for 51 percent 
of all KC-135 flight hours. Upon her return, she was assigned to the 
Maintenance Operations Flight as the Flight Commander. She re-
ceived her Master’s degree in Business Administration and Manage-
ment from Central Michigan University in 2014. Capt Womble was 
the 15th Maintenance Group’s nominee for the 2015 Captain Lance 
P. Sijan Award. Her military awards include the Air Force Commen-
dation Medal and the Air Force Achievement Medal with 2 oak leaf 
clusters. Captain Womble is married to Aaron T. Womble.

Staff Sergeant Jamie K. Zimmer
 Senior Airman Jamie K. Zimmer is the 
acting noncommissioned officer in charge 
of intelligence training for the 347th Op-
erations Support Squadron at Moody Air 
Force Base, Ga. She is responsible for mis-
sion qualification, intelligence evaluation 
and training for 26 intelligence personnel 
for the 347th rescue group.
 Senior Airman Zimmer is from New-
burgh, N.Y., and entered the Air Force in 
June 2011. Her background includes work-

ing at the tactical and operational level for Air Force rescue opera-
tions with both fixed and rotary wing assets. She has participated 
in over 13 combat search and mission training exercises and sup-
ported 9 operational personnel recovery missions. She has deployed 
to Southwest Asia for Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.
 Following Basic Military Training at Lackland AFB, Texas, from 
June through August 2011, Airman Zimmer attended Intelligence 
Analysis Technical Training at Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas. Fol-
lowing Technical Training School she was assigned as an Intelligence 
Analyst with the 74th Fighter Squadron, Moody AFB, Ga. She was 
promoted to Senior Airman Below-the-Zone in 2013. In 2015 she 
attended Airman Leadership School then began her present assign-
ment. Also in 2015, she received an Associate of Intelligence Stud-
ies and Technology Degree from the Community College of the Air 
Force. She was promoted to Staff Sergeant on January 1, 2016.
 SSgt Zimmer’s achievements include being named the 2013 Air-
man of the Year, 23rd Wing; receiving the 2015 John L. Levitow 
Award, Airman Leadership School; being awarded the 2015 Pitsen-
barger Scholarship Award, Air Force Association; being name 2015 
Airman of the Year, 9th Air Force; and, being named the 2015 Air 
Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Airmen of 
the Year, 9th Air Force. Her decorations include the Air Force 
Commendation Medal and the Air Force Achievement Medal.

“It is essential to
employ, trust, and reward

those whose perspective, ability,
and judgment are

radically different from yours.
It is also rare,

for it requires uncommon humility, 
tolerance and wisdom.”

—Dee Ward Hock

Leadership to me
means duty, honor, country.

It means character
and it means listening from

time to time.
— George W. Bush
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“Perfection is not attainable,
but if we chase perfection we can

catch excellence.” 
 —Vince Lombardi

2015 A/TA Huyser Awards continue on Page 40 >>>

The Airlift/Tanker Association General Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser Awards are presented
annually to a Wing/Group level or below Pilot, Navigator, Flight Engineer, Loadmaster,

Boom Operator, Flight Attendant and Airborne Mission Specialist
for sustained excellence in airmanship. 

Airlift/Tanker Association 2016  Huyser Awards

“Excellence is an art won by
training and habituation.

We do not act rightly because we
have virtue or excellence,

but we rather have those because we 
have acted rightly. We are what we
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is

not an act but a habit.” 
—Aristotle

“…the battle, sir, is not to the
strong alone,

it is to the vigilant, the active
and brave.”
–Patrick Henry

PILOT
Captain Brett F. Turner

 Captain Brett F. Turner is a KC-10A 
Aircraft Commander assigned to the 9th 
Air Refueling Squadron, 60th Operations 
Group, 60th Air Mobility Wing, Travis Air 
Force Base, California. He is 30 years old, 
and was born in Torrance, California on 
31 August 1986. Captain Turner attended 
school at Grace Christian Academy in 
Exeter, California through high school. 
Following high school, Captain Turner 
attended the University of Portland in 

Portland, Oregon. He graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
Mathematics, while concurrently earning a commission through Air 
Force ROTC’s Detachment 695.
 In 2010, Captain Turner spent a year earning his Air Force pilot 
wings at Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas. Captain Turner graduated 
from pilot training in 2011 and earned his class’ “Citizenship Award” 
for his outstanding contributions to the local community. After pilot 
training, Captain Turner returned to the West Coast, where he then 
deployed for six months to fly tactical Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance missions in the MC-12W, Project Liberty program, at 
Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. There, Captain Turner acquired over 
130 combat sorties in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.
 Upon his return from Afghanistan, Capt Turner joined the 9th Air 
Refueling Squadron at Travis Air Force Base where he began flying 
the KC-10A Extender. While flying the KC-10A, Captain Turner de-
ployed three times in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, 
INHERENT RESOLVE, FREEDOM’S SENTINEL, and RESOLUTE SUP-
PORT. While at home station, Captain Turner has been at the fore-
front of operations within the 9th Air Refueling Squadron, earning 
accolades as Co-Pilot of the Quarter and Co-Pilot of the Year, while 
also graduating as a Distinguished Graduate of the KC-10A Pilot 
Check-Out course.
 Most recently, Captain Turner excelled at a six month deploy-
ment as a Tanker Duty Officer for the 609th Air Operations Center’s 
Combat Operations Division. While deployed, Captain Turner was 

NAVIGATOR
Major Frank S. Laras 

 Major Frank S. Laras is the Chief of Wing 
Plans and Programs, 374th Airlift Wing, 
Yokota AB, Japan. He serves as a lead Wing 
Planner who is responsible for managing, 
coordinating and maintaining all CON-
PLANs, OPLAN’s and Wing plans for the 
374th Airlift Wing and 32 partner units. He 
serves as the 374 AW representation to ma-
jor PACAF exercise planning conferences. 
Additionally, he is the trusted advisor to 
wing leadership on unit readiness, security 

and contingency plans in support of operational mission readiness. 
Furthermore, as a Wing Inspection Team member he assesses the in-
stallations ability to respond, operate and recover from combatant and 
non-combatant contingency operations. Lastly, he serves as the Wing 
lead for POTUS, SECDEF and UNC-R mission support requirements.
 Major Laras entered the Air Force in June of 2004. After commis-
sioning he attended Combat System Officer Training at Randolph 
AFB, Texas where he tracked C-130 navigator to Ramstein AB, Ger-
many. Follow-on training for initial and mission qualifications in 
the C-130 occurred at Little Rock AFB, Arkansas. Prior to his current 
position, Major Laras served in a number of positions throughout 
the squadron and group levels. At Ramstein AB, he was the Assistant 
Chief of Tactics during Operation ASSURED DELIVERY’s humanitar-
ian effort to the country of Georgia. As Chief Navigator, Stan/Eval, 
he was instrumental in the transition of the 37th Airlift Squadron to 
a new major weapon system, the C-130J. While assigned to the 2d 
Airlift Squadron at Pope AFB, North Carolina, he served as Director 
of Staff for the 440th Operations Group where he synergized the ac-

LOADMASTER
Staff Sergeant Gregory J. Marquardt

 Staff Sergeant Gregory J. Marquardt a 
Standardization & Evaluation Liaison/C-
130J FTU Instructor Loadmaster with the 
48th Airlift Squadron, 314th Airlift Wing, 
Little Rock AFB, Arkansas. SSgt Marquardt 
graduated from Oconto Falls High School 
in Oconto Falls, Wisconsin and completed 
Basic Military Training in July 2008.
 Following initial aircrew training in 
the C-130E/H, he arrived at his first as-
signment at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. 

Sergeant Marquardt immediately began the first of three deploy-
ments in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI 
FREEDOM. After completing transition training to the C-130J he 
was hand selected for two consecutive TDY’s to Yuma Marine Corps 
Air Station, Arizona where he accomplished critical testing of the 
high speed Container Delivery System. This testing provided data 
critical to the system’s eventual operational employment. Sergeant 
Marquardt’s outstanding performance led to his selection as a C-
130J Formal Training Unit instructor and an assignment to the 48th 
Airlift Squadron, Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas.
 While assigned to the 48th, he performed duties as NCO of 
Permanent Party Training and is currently a Standardization and 
Evaluation Liaison. Sergeant Marquardt has also served as an Honor 
Guard NCO and Flight Trainer. Moreover, in 2015, he filled a criti-
cal Master Sergeant position located in the Horn of Africa and flaw-
lessly managed operations for six months. Sergeant Marquardt has 
amassed over 1,700 total flying hours, to include over 650 combat 
and combat support hours.
 SSgt Marquardt received an Associates of Applied Science, Avia-
tion Operations in 2014 and an Associates of Applied Science, In-
structor of Technology and Military Science in 2016.
 Sergeant Marquardt volunteers with the Arkansas Children’s Hos-
pital where he regularly helps organize and build teams for morale 
events. He also volunteers throughout the year for other various op-
portunities such as “Hearts and Hooves.” Among his many decora-
tions are an Air Medal with four oak leaf clusters, an Air Force Com-
mendation Medal and an Air Force Achievement Medal.

Flight Engineer
Technical Sergeant Jerald Dilley

 Technical Sergeant Jerald Dilley is a 
C-5M Instructor Flight Engineer at Do-
ver AFB, Delaware. Born in Cherry Point, 
North Carolina, TSgt Dilley has two broth-
ers and three sisters. After graduating high 
school, he joined the Air Force in Novem-
ber 2002 and became an Egress Techni-
cian and was stationed at Davis-Monthan 
AFB. In 2008, he applied and was accepted 
to become an Airman Leadership School 
Instructor. In 2012, TSgt Dilley took on 

a new challenge and cross-trained into the demanding career field 
of Flight Engineer. He was subsequently stationed at Dover to fly 
the C-5M. Due to his outstanding performance, he was upgraded to 
Instructor Flight Engineer in 2015 and currently works in the 9 AS 
Training Office.
 TSgt Dilley has completed Community College of the Air Force 
courses in Aviation Operations, Instructor in Technology and Air-
craft Maintenance Technology. Active in his community, TSgt Dilley 
is an active supporter of the Wounded Warrior program and serves as 
a volunteer at Milford Food Bank. Among his many prior awards and 
achievements are: being honored in Academic Achievement and as 
a Distinguished Graduate from Airman Leadership School in 2007; 
receiving Community College of the Air Force Level II Certification 
in 2011; and, being named the 436th Airlift Wing Flight Engineer 
Instructor of the Year.

responsible for the real-time coordination of multi-national tanker 
assets throughout the Area of Operations. Upon returning from de-
ployment, Captain Turner was selected to complete upgrade training 
to Instructor Aircraft Commander in the KC-10A where he continues 
to execute world-wide mobility and air refueling operations.
 Active in his community, Captain Turner has served as a Spiritual 
Facilitator at Val Verde Correctional Facility, an assistant with the 
City of Exeter Parks and Recreation Department and as a volunteer 
at the Del Rio First Baptist Church. His prior awards and decorations 
include a 2011 Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Citizenship 
Award; being named a Co-Pilot of the Year in 2013; being named 
Co-pilot of the Quarter for the 3rd Quarter of 2014; and, being the 
Distinguished Graduate of the KC-10A Pilot Check-Out course in the 
4th Quarter of 2014.

tive duty/reserve TFI partnership and served as the primary advisor 
for the 82d Airborne Division and XVIII Airborne Corp for Global 
Readiness Force operations. Next, Major Laras served as Chief of Tac-
tics, both at the 52d Airlift Squadron and the 302d Operational Sup-
port Squadron at Peterson AFB, Colorado. As an Assistant Director 
of Operations he was responsible for executing a 7,000 hour, 42 mil-
lion dollar, TFI flying program which culminated in a “highly effec-
tive” rating from an annual standards and evaluation visit, the first 
MAJCOM combined unit inspection; his second noteworthy unit 
evaluation inspection across two TFI bases. His diverse background 
includes service across three Major Commands: USAFE, AMC, and 
PACAF. He has served in numerous deployments in support of Op-
erations IRAQI FREEDOM, Joint Task Force Horn of Africa, ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM, NEW DAWN and as an Air Advisor in Afghanistan 
during the RESOLUTE SUPPORT transition.
 Maj Laras earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Molecular & 
Micro Biology from the University of Central Florida, and a Master’s 
in Public Health with a specialty in Epidemiology from Kaplan Uni-
versity. His professional military education includes both Squadron 
Officer School and Air Command and Staff College. Major Laras is 
also a graduate of the Air Force’s premier Weapons Instructor School.
 Major Laras’ prior awards and achievements include being a four 
time distinguished graduate from CSO Training, C-130 Initial training, 
C-130 Mission training, and C-130 Instructor School. He was recog-
nized as the 2009 USAFE Dutch Huyser nominee, the 2011 43 AW Air 
Mobility Command High Flight, the 2011 2 AS Company Grade Officer 
of the Year, the 2014 302 AW Company Grade Officer of the Year, the 
2014 Air Mobility Command Instructor of the Year, and the 2014 19 AW 
Dutch Huyser nominee. His decorations include the Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal; the Air Medal, 6 OLCs; the Aerial Achievement Medal; the 
Air Force Commendation Medal, 2 OLCs; the Air Force Achievement 
Medal; the Combat Readiness Medal, 3 OLCs; the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal; the Kosovo Campaign Medal with star; the Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal with 4 stars; the Iraq Campaign Medal with star, the 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal; the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal; the Armed Forces Service Medal; the Humanitar-
ian Service Medal with star; and, the NATO Medal.
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BOOM OPERATOR
Senior Airman Danielle M. Repp

 Senior Airman Danielle Repp is a KC-
135 Instructor Boom Operator assigned 
to the 351st Air Refueling Squadron, RAF 
Mildenhall, United Kingdom. She was 
born in Merced, California on 29 Decem-
ber 1990 and graduated from Triad High 
School in Troy, Illinois.
 Senior Airman Repp briefly attended 
Southern Illinois University of Edwards-
ville before enlisting in the Air Force in 
January 2012. Upon completion of Basic 

Military Training in March 2012, she successfully completed Basic 
Boom Operator Course and was awarded her enlisted aviator wings.
 In April 2013, she was assigned to the 351st Air Refueling Squad-
ron at RAF Mildenhall, United Kingdom home of the “Bloody Hun-
dredth.” Senior Airmen Repp has deployed and flown 37 combat 
missions in support of Operations SERVAL and ENDURING FREE-
DOM where she provided key in-flight refueling support to fighter 
aircraft flying combat air patrols for the 2014 Afghan Presidential 
election.
 In March 2015, she was selected ahead of her peers to attend the 
instructor boom course in which she received high praise for her ma-
turity and professionalism. In garrison, Senior Airman Repp works 
in squadron scheduling where she executes the wing’s $76.4M flying 
hour program, manages the flight schedule, and annual continua-
tion training for 133 aircrew members.
 Involved with her community, SrA Repp guided 5 airmen for a 
4th of July festival setup and helped with the installation of fencing 
to help reinforce base perimeter against credible threat. She also an-
swered a call to crisis by dedicating nine hours to search for missing 
military spouse which resulted in the safe recovery of the member.
 SrA Repp’s prior awards and achievements include being named a 
Wing SrA Below-the-Zone Selectee – USAFE SSgt Henry E. “Red” 
Erwin Outstanding Enlisted Aircrew Member of the Year 2015; be-
ing named the 351st Air Refueling Squadron Boom Operator of the 
Quarter twice in 2014. Also in 2014, she was named a 351st ARS 
Airman of the Quarter and the 100th Operations Group and 351 
ARS Boom Operator of the Year. In 2015 she was named a 351st ARS 
Instructor Boom Operator of the Quarter, the 351st ARS AIrman of 
Quarter twice, the 100 Operations Group Airman of the Quarter and 
Airman of the Year.

FLIGHT ATTENDANT
Rachel R. Bush

 Master Sergeant Rachel R. Bush is a Su-
perintendent, Squadron Training/Special 
Missions Instructor Flight Attendant at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.
 MSgt Bush was born in Wapakoneta, 
Ohio. She graduated from Wapakoneta 
High School in 1999 and enlisted in the 
Air Force in December 2000. In 2001, 
she completed Defense Information tech 
school at Ft. Meade, Maryland, and was 
assigned to Air University Public Affairs at 

Maxwell AFB, Alabama. She applied for retraining in 2004 and com-
pleted Flight Attendant Training at Joint Base Andrews, Maryland. 
 After completing training, she was assigned to the 1st Airlift 
Squadron. She became the lead Vice Presidential Flight Attendant 
and was selected as an evaluator on two airframes. She served 9 years 
at Joint Base Andrews before moving to the 65th Airlift Squadron at 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. In the 65th, she took on du-
ties as Squadron Executive NCOIC and Special Missions Instructor 

Flight Attendant before assuming the Superintendent position in the 
Squadron Training Office. She has amassed over 3,800 flying hours 
on the C-32A, C-40B, C-40C, C-37A, and C-17A.
 MSgt Bush completed Airman Leadership School in March 2005, 
the NCO Academy in October of 2011 and the Senior NCO Academy, 
Correspondence, (Course 14) in July 2013. She also earned an As-
sociates of Public Affairs Degree in 2004, and a Bachelors Fine Arts, 
Visual Communications Degree in 2007.
 Active in her community, MSgt Bush has served as a volunteer 
with Ronald McDonald House/Fisher House and as the Unit Project 
Officer for the 15 Operations Group Combined Federal Campaign. 
Among her decorations are the Air Medal, the Aerial Achievement 
Medal (3 Oak Leaf Clusters) and the Air Force Commendation Medal 
(4 Oak Leaf Clusters).

AIRBORN MISSION SPECIALIST
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS OPERATOR
Technical Sergeant Anthony Clayton Wakefield

 Technical Sergeant Anthony C. Wake-
field is the 15th Operations Group Enlist-
ed Exec/C40B/C37A Instructor Commu-
nications Systems Operator at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.
 TSgt Wakefield hails from Memphis, 
Texas. He graduated from Memphis High 
School in 1998 and attended college at the 
University of North Texas in Denton, Tex-
as. He entered the delayed enlistment pro-
gram in October of 2001 and basic train-

ing in April of 2002. After graduating from 1A3 Communications 
Systems Operator and Information Management technical training 
school at Keesler AFB, Mississippi, Sergeant Wakefield was assigned 
to the 552nd Air Control Wing at Tinker AFB, Oklahoma, where he 
served as a Communications Systems Operator and Instructor on 
board the E-3 AWACS until 2008.
 In 2008, Sergeant Wakefield re-trained as a Computer Display 
Maintenance Technician to fill a manning shortage and upgraded to 
instructor for that position in 2012. In May 2012, Sergeant Wakefield 
was transferred to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, where 
he was assigned to the 65th Airlift Squadron flying Executive Airlift 
missions for CDRUSPACOM, COMPACAF, USFK and high ranking 
dignitaries and leaders. Sergeant Wakefield is currently a dual quali-
fied instructor on both the C-40B and C-37A. He also works for the 
15th Operations Group Commander as an enlisted exec.
 TSgt Wakefield completed Airman Leadership School in 2006, re-
ceived a Degree in information systems management from the Com-
munity College of the Air Force in 2007 and NCO Academy in 2014.
 TSgt Wakefield is active in the community and has served as Op-
erations Group Project Officer for the 2015 Combined Federal Cam-
paign, and as a volunteer with Hawaii Food Bank. His prior awards 
and achievements include being named the 15th Operations Group 
2015 Career Enlisted Aviator of the Year, and his decorations include 
the Air Force Commendation Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters).

“For to win one hundred
victories in one hundred battles

is not the acme of skill.
To subdue the enemy without
fighting is the acme of skill.” 

—Sun Tzu
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Calton Award for Valor

The Airlift/Tanker Association General P. K. Carlton Award for Valor
is presented annually to an individual who demonstrates courage, strength,
determination, bravery and fearlessness during a combat, contingency or

humanitarian mission during the previous calendar year.

 Major William J. F. Thompson is Wing Special Mission Plans Flight 
Commander/CV-22B Flight Lead and Evaluator Pilot 1st Special 
Operations Air Operations Squadron, Hurlburt Field, 
Florida.

 
 Major William J.F. Thompson demonstrated great 
courage and determination during combat as a CV-22B 
Pilot, 8th Expeditionary Special Operations Squad-
ron, Joint Special Operations Air Component-Central, 
while engaged in combat operations near Mosul, Iraq 
on 18 April 2015. On that day, Major Thompson was 
leading a two-ship formation of CV-22s through a 
mountainous valley located in northern Iraq in sup-
port of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE. 
 Major Thompson had been leading CV-22 formations throughout 
this region of northern Iraq on numerous occasions over the last 
month, but had yet to operate in this particular valley. In order to 
mitigate the threat to air operations, Major Thompson had planned 
for the formation of CV-22s to approach their designated helicop-
ter landing zones with a last minute climb over a high mountain 
ridgeline followed by a challenging descent of over 1,500 feet within 
the last 2.5 nautical miles of the approach. The tricky plan involved 
thorough mission planning and briefing, but allowed the formation 
to be audibly undetected until that last two minutes of the approach, 
and combined with the zero illumination conditions provided an 
ideal mix of mitigating both audible and visual detection. The 
approach was executed according to plan, and the number two 
CV-22 had just touched down in their landing zone when the situation 
began to change.
 Approximately 20 feet from landing in the helicopter land-
ing zone Major Thompson’s crew noticed a significant number of 
bright flashes in the windscreen and the flight engineer called out 
accurate small arms fire from approximately 400 meters northeast 
of the formation. Major Thompson took the controls of the aircraft 
while initiating an immediate formation go-around and retaking the 
formation lead position. During the go-around the flight engineer 

Major William J.F. Thompson
continued to call out the small arms fire as it passed from off the 
nose to directly below the aircraft now flying at 50 feet above the 

ground. Major Thompson directed both aircraft to 
accelerate rapidly towards a small hill 300 meters off 
the nose in order to provide indirect terrain masking 
for the increasingly accurate enemy engagement. As 
the small arms fire continued to track both CV-22s, 
Major Thompson proceeded to direct the formation to-
wards a narrow mountain pass one nautical mile to the 
southwest in order to escape the small arms weapons 
engagement zone. 
 On egress from the target area both aircraft were sur-
rounded by 2,000 foot mountains on either side. The 
only two possible avenues of escape from the area were 
to return back over the point of origin of the small 

arms fire, or to navigate through a 200 meter wide section of the 
mountain pass in tight formation so as to break line of sight with the 
enemy and establish the formation in the lower terrain two nautical 
miles to the south. Major Thompson directed the formation towards 
the mountain pass as the threat from the small arms fire outweighed 
the risk of the challenging formation flying in rugged terrain. As 
the formation had just entered the mountain pass and accelerated 
through 80 knots at 100 feet above ground level they received ac-
curate anti-aircraft artillery from two separate locations at approxi-
mately 200 and 400 meters from the formation. The anti-aircraft 
artillery fire split between the formation at approximately 50-75 feet 
from each aircraft, and Major Thompson directed both aircraft to 
defend aggressively. In order to break contact with the enemy, Major 
Thompson and his crew continued to accelerate rapidly toward 240 
knots airspeed below 100 feet above ground level while maneuver-
ing at over 90% stall. This display of implicit understanding of not 
only the aircraft’s threshold, but also his formation partner’s capa-
bility and situational awareness combined with robust contingency 
planning ensured the safety of this CV-22 formation. The selfless 
determination and bravery displayed by Major Thompson in the face 
of enemy fire make him a clear choice for the General P.K. Carlton 
Award for Valor.

“Valor is stability, not of arms and of legs, but of courage and the soul.”
—Michel Eyquem de Montaigne
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Halvorsen Award

“Too often the ground personnel are taken for granted or overlooked
in major air events that are outcome centered…”

–Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen, “The Berlin Candy Bomber”

The Airlift/Tanker Association
Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen Award is presented annually to an

outstanding Air Transportation (2T2XX) individual for sustained excellence
in aerial port operations.

Technical Sergeant John J. Thormann
 Technical Sergeant John J. Thormann is the Non-Commissioned 
Officer in Charge of Air Drop Operations assigned to the 352nd 
Special Operations Support Squadron, Royal Air Force 
Base Mildenhall, United Kingdom. He is 34 years old and 
was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. He grew up in 
Texas graduating from Springtown High School in 2001. 
Soon after graduation is when he married his high school 
sweet heart Kelli Thormann in 2001. TSgt Thormann has 
been married to Kelli for sixteen years and they have two 
beautiful daughters, Jayden, who is sixteen, and Keara, 
who is thirteen. Another big part of TSgt Thormann’s 
family is his 2-year-old, Old English Bulldog, Zeus. TSgt 
Thormann enjoys spending time with his family and 
friends at BBQ’s during the summer time. One of his 
biggest hobbies is riding and working on his 2014 Har-
ley Davidson Breakout. Prior to TSgt Thormann joining the Military he 
worked as a Crop Miller for five years, manufacturing cooking flour for 
Horizon Milling-Cargill in Saginaw Texas. 
 TSgt Thormann joined the United Air Force at the age of 24 on 25 
July 2006. He completed Basic Military Training November 2006 with 
the 324th TRS at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. Upon his completion of 
Technical School, he reported to his first duty station acting as a Passen-
ger Service Agent from December 2006 to December 2008, and a Ramp 
Operations Specialist from January 2008 to January 2010 as part of the 
436 Aerial Port Squadron at Dover Air Force Base. During this time TSgt 
Thormann took part in two short tour deployments from Al-Taqaddum, 
Iraq Air Base and Balad, Iraq Air Base, in support of Operations IRAQI 
FREEDOM and NEW DAWN. In January 2011, TSgt Thormann PCS’d 
to the 8th Logistics Readiness Squadron, where he performed the duties 
as the NCOIC of Air Clearance Authority at Kunsan Air Base, Republic 
of Korea, until January 2012 when he then PCS’d to Incirlik Air Base, 
Turkey. While stationed at Incirlik Air Base, he had the opportunity to 
split his two-year assignment as the NCOIC of Ramp Services before 
becoming a ATSEV Evaluator for the 728th Air Mobility Squadron. In 
January 2014, TSgt John Thormann PCS’d to RAF Mildenhall, where he 
is currently working as the NCOIC of Airdrop Operations for the 352nd 
Special Operations Support Squadron. 
 Throughout TSgt Thormann’s military career, he has had the oppor-
tunity to accomplish many technical and academic courses in addition 
to his completion of the Air Mobility Command Affiliation Course, 
such as Hazardous Materials Preparer Course, Joint Inspection Course, 
92R Parachute Rigger, Joint Airdrop Precision System Course and 

Fabrication of Aerial Delivery Loads Course. Additionally, TSgt Thormann 
has completed many Professional Military Education Courses such as 

Airman Leadership School, NCO Academy Course 15 DL, 
NCO Academy In-resident, and Senior NCO Joint PME. 
TSgt Thormann was awarded his Community College of 
the Air Force Degree in Transportation Management in 
October 2015, and he is currently working on his Bach-
elor of Science in Logistics with a minor in Transporta-
tion and a double major in Occupational and Safety and 
Health through Embry-Riddle University. 
 Some of TSgt Thormann’s military awards and 
achievements include Air Force Commendation Medal 
with 1 oak leaf cluster, Air Force Achievement Medal with 
2 oak leaf clusters, Air Force Good Conduct Medal with 
2 oak leaf cluster, National Defense Service Medal, Iraq 

Campaign Medal with a bronze star, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary Medal with 1 oak leaf cluster. Furthermore, TSgt Thormann 
was named the 8th Fighter Wing, Air Transportation NCO of the year in 
2012 at Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, and the 39th Air Base “Pik of 
the Lik” at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey. More recently during his short time 
at Mildenhall, he has earned, 752nd Special Operations Group NCO of 
the Quarter for the 2015 3rd quarter. Lastly, TSgt Thormann was named 
the 352nd Special Operations Support Squadron NCO of the Year, beat-
ing out 56 different AFSC’s in the squadron. 

 Technical Sergeant John J. Thormann distinguished himself as the 
Noncommissioned Officer in Charge, Airdrop Operations, 352nd Spe-
cial Opeations Support Squadron, 352nd Special Operations Wing, 
from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2015. Sergeant Thormann coor-
dinated 586 airdrop sorties and deconflicted airspace which enabled 
2,000 MC-130J training events. Sergeant Thormann also facilitated 
the 48th Fighter Wing redeployment by downloading 435 tons of 
equipment and the loading/unloading of 500 passengers on nine mis-
sions in support of the United States European Command strike package 
reconstitution. Additionally, Sergeant Thormann led a 14-man team 
as they packed 1,000 chutes, rigged 511 airdrop bundles, and loaded 
355,000 pounds of equipment which effected successful training for 
74 crew members, making them ready and poised to support two 
COCOMs. The distinctive accomplishments of Sergeant Thormann 
reflect credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Specialized Mission Award

The Airlift/Tanker Association Specialized Mission Award is presented annually to an
outstanding individual whose performance of duties in support of an aerial air mobility
mission is exceptionally noteworthy during crises, contingencies, or humanitarian airlift.

This award is presented to career fields not covered by the Huyser Award categories.

“Wars may be fought
with weapons, but they

are won by men.”
–General George S. Patton

A Flying Crew Chief Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman maintains aircraft, support equipment (SE), and forms and records. Performs production supervisor, 
flight chief, expediter, crew chief, support, aero repair, and maintenance functions. Duties and responsibilities include advising on problems maintaining, ser-
vicing, and inspecting aircraft and aerospace SE. Uses technical data to diagnose and solve maintenance problems on aircraft systems; interpreting and advising 
on maintenance procedures and policies to repair aircraft and SE; troubleshooting and maintaining aircraft structures, systems, components, and SE; testing 
repaired components using mockups and test equipment; adjusts, aligning, rigging, and calibrating aircraft systems; performing engine run-up; accomplishing 
weight and balance functions; jacking, towing, and servicing aircraft. As part of the duties a Flying Crew Chief Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman also inspects 
aircraft structures, systems, components, and SE.; supervises and performs aircraft and component inspections. Interprets inspection findings and determines 
adequacy of corrective actions; inspects and checks components for clearances, tolerances, proper installation, and operation; inspects and operates powered 
and nonpowered aerospace ground equipment; inspects and identifies aircraft corrosion for prevention and correction; reviews maintenance forms, aircraft 
records, and reports to ensure complete documentation; and, inventories and maintains alternate mission equipment. A Flying Crew Chief Aerospace Mainte-
nance Craftsman performs as a production supervisor, flight chief, expediter, crew chief, aero repairman, supporter, and maintainer; coordinates maintenance 
plans to meet operational commitments; supervises and assists in launching and recovering aircraft.; reviews maintenance data collection summaries to deter-
mine trends and production effectiveness; performs crash recovery duties; and, performs staff and supervisory management functions.

 FLYING CREW CHIEF 

Staff Sergeant Jeremy J. Grudle
Staff Sergeant Jeremy J. Grudle is a Flying Crew Chief with the 
736th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Dover AFB, 
Delaware. He is currently enrolled in CCAF and is just 
two classes shy of earning his Aircraft Maintenance 
Technology Associates Degree in Applied Science. SSgt 
Grudle also has his Airframe and Powerplant License.
 SSgt Grudle is one of the longest tenured FCCs in 
the squadron. His dedication and job knowledge has 
surpassed his peers. In his nearly 5 years as a FCC, he 
has flown over 2,600 hours and 218 missions in direct 
support of Operations Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Free-
dom and Inherent Resolve. 
 Active in his community, SSgt Grundle volun-
teers regularly for the Special Olympics of Delaware 
where he performs security, contributing to the safety of over 
200 participants. He has also donated over 45 hours to Habitat 

for Humanity on local projects which better the lives of those 
who are less fortunate.
 SSgt Grundle’s motivation to lead, dedication 
to his duty, and his superior maintenance expertise 
have been instrumental to the Wing’s success in ex-
ecuting Rapid Global Mobility. His primary duties 
as a Flying Crew Chief have allowed him to provide 
direct aircraft maintenance support on 26 missions, 
while amassing 537 flying hours and 110 days TDY 
in 2015. His work ethic and well-rounded aircraft sys-
tems knowledge proved to be vital catalysts in mission 
success and greatly contributed to the unit capturing 
Air Mobility Command’s 2015 Maintenance Effective-
ness Award. His efforts culminated in his selection as 

the 736th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron’s 2015 Thomas N. Barnes 
Crew Chief of the Year Award winner.

1986
30

YEARS OF
EXCELLENCE

2016
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Fogleman ASAM Award

“Remember that our nation’s first great leaders
were also our first great scholars.”

–John F. Kennedy

The Airlift/Tanker Association General Ronald R. Fogleman ASAM Award recognizes
the top graduate of the Advanced Studies of Air Mobility (ASAM) program, an Air Force-sponsored

intermediate developmental education program taught at the USAF Expeditionary Center.
The award recognizes excellence across a broad range of criteria, including peer review,

leadership, written and oral presentation of research,
academic performance and physical fitness.

The ASAM program is a 13-month course of study in Global Reach concepts, and graduates earn an Air Force Institute of Technology accredited Master of Science 
in Logistics degree. Prospective candidates for the course go through a highly competitive Central Designation Board process before being selected as students in 
the program, and the curriculum is comprised of four additional components including Expeditionary Center courses, Air Command and Staff College courses, 
a Graduate Research Project, and site visits. Upon graduation, students take on assignments serving the Department of Defense, war-fighting commanders, Joint 
Staff, Headquarters Air Force, Air Mobility Command, Strategic Command, Doctrine Centers, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers Europe, and the United Nations.

 Major Ian “Slaz” Slazinik is a KC-135 Instructor Aircraft Commander 
and Contingency Response Element Commander currently serving 
as an Aircraft Strike Planner, Joint Functional Compo-
nent Command for Global Strike, United States Stra-
tegic Command, Offutt AFB, Nebraska. Major Slazinik 
was born in St. Louis, Missouri and attended O’Fallon 
Township High School in O’Fallon, Illinois. After grad-
uating from high school, he earned an appointment to 
the United States Air Force Academy, where he majored 
in Political Science with a Spanish minor. He earned 
his commission as a Second Lieutenant in 2003. 
 Major Slazinik attended undergraduate pilot train-
ing at Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi, complet-
ing training in 2005. He flew the KC-135 first at Fair-
child Air Force Base, Washington, where he deployed 
frequently in support of Operations IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM, and then at Kadena Air Base, where he served as 
a detachment commander for Operation OLYMPIC TITAN, led his 
squadron’s largest flight, and served as a Wing Executive Officer. 
 He was then selected to Air Mobility Command’s Phoenix Mobili-
ty program, becoming an evaluator AOC tanker planner. During this 
time he managed airlift during Hurricane Sandy relief operations 
and served as a planner and executor for Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM and further AFCENT planning efforts. While stationed 
at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Major Slazinik was one of four 
Majors Air Force wide selected for the DoD’s Executive Leadership 
Development Program. Here he was chosen to brief the Secretary of 

Defense on the highlights of the program, and was recommended 
by his peers as a leadership award finalist. Finally, Major Slazinik 

qualified as a Contingency Response Element Com-
mander, planning the largest Joint Readiness Training 
Center “Hit night” ever and leading a deployment of 
65 Contingency Response personnel. 
 In 2015, Major Slazinik was reassigned as a student 
of the Advanced Study of Air Mobility (ASAM) pro-
gram, an Air Force intermediate developmental edu-
cation program at the United States Air Force Expedi-
tionary Center. He earned a Master of Science degree 
in Logistics from the Air Force Institute of Technology. 
During the graduation ceremony, Major Slazinik was 
recognized as a Distinguished Graduate and the Ad-
vanced Study of Air Mobility General Ronald R. Fogle-

man Award winner. 
 Major Slazinik’s performance was outstanding in all three dis-
tinct areas of the ASAM curriculum: AFIT’s masters degree, USAF EC 
Courses, and site visits. He displayed academic excellence through-
out the program’s grueling schedule, completely assimilating all 
13 of AFIT’s toughest courses. He thrived in complex coursework 
throughout the year focusing on statistics, joint mobility modeling, 
international aerospace issues, transportation policies and systems, 
strategic mobility, and organizational behavior.
 Major Slazinik is married to the former Courtney Fitzpatrick of 
Cary, North Carolina. They have three daughters: Kate, Emma, 
and Claire.

Major Ian Slazinik
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Key Spouse of the Year Award

Key spouses are specially trained volunteers who promote individual, family and unit readiness. They are a support system that encourages peer-to-peer support 
year-round. They meet the vital needs of spouses and provide an informal sounding board through an informal network. They are a part of the leadership team 
in each unit. The AMC Key Spouse program evolved from an idea to develop an organized program where military spouses help other spouses. Key Spouses work 
closely with the commander, commander’s spouse, First Sergeant, and the Airman and Family Readiness Center. 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in the service of others.” 

—Mahatma Gandhi

The primary purpose of the AMC Key Spouse of the Year Award
is to recognize an AMC Key Spouse who has diligently worked with unit leadership to

plan, coordinate and execute the unit’s Key Spouse Program. The program impacts mission 
readiness and retention by ensuring families have appropriate information and resources 

to meet their needs. The AMC Key Spouse of the Year is selected by AMC leadership.

 Mrs. Kara Weekly, is a Key Spouse for the 305th Aerial Port 
Squadron, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JBMDL), New Jer-
sey. She is 32 years old. Mrs. Weekly was born in 
Meadowbrook, Pennsylvania. She attended Penns-
bury High School with a focus in business, and a 
passion for environmental science. As a 2001 re-
cipient of the Future Entrepreneurs of America, and 
armed with scholarships from Masonic affiliates, 
she excelled in college.
 Mrs. Weekly graduated with honors from Way-
land Baptist University in 2008 earning a Master’s 
degree in Management, and in 2006 a Bachelor’s 
degree in Occupational Education. As a lifelong 
scholar, she recently earned an Environmental Sci-
ence degree with honors, and is pursuing her Doc-
torate with University of Phoenix. Mrs. Weekly is employed 

with Pemberton Township Municipal Utilities Authority in the 
Microbiology Lab working as the Lab Technician, RTK Coordi-

nator, Operator-In-Training, and Assistant Safety 
Officer. She is also actively pursuing her S-1 Waste-
water Operator License, having recently completed 
the certification program through Sacramento State. 
She is an active member of Eastern Star and Ama-
ranth (Masonic Organizations). Mrs. Weekly utilizes 
her education, talents, and generosity serving as a 
Key Spouse since 2014. She was awarded Key Spouse 
of the Quarter for the 305th Air Mobility Wing in 
2015, and is a two-time Key Spouse of the Quarter 
for the 305th Aerial Port Squadron in 2015. She was 
recently awarded the 2015 Key Spouse of the Year for 
the 305th Air Mobility Wing. She is an asset to the 

squadron and JBMDL community.

Mrs. Kara L. Weekly
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 LtGen James E. Sherrard III 
 AFRC Outstanding Unit Award

The Airlift/Tanker Association Lieutenant General James E. Sherrard III Award
is presented annually to the most outstanding Air Force Reserve wing or group that distinguished itself in the

performance and support of the Mobility Air Forces mission. The unit embodies the spirit and essence
of the Citizen Airman, balancing the operational demands of today’s global mobility operations,

maintaining a viable strategic reserve for tomorrow while embracing responsibilities to their civilian
employer, community and family.

LtGen James E. Sherrard III had a most distinguished career – from his early days as a C-130 airlift pilot to his tenure at the highest levels of Air Force Reserve 
leadership. General Sherrard twice served as vice commander as well as the tenth and longest-serving Chief of the Air Force Reserve and Commander, Air Force 
Reserve Command.  General Sherrard with his leadership and influence has spanned the depth and breadth of the Air Force Reserve Command, including the 
command of three tactical airlift wings and both air mobility-focused numbered air forces. A true champion of air mobility, among his awards are the Distin-
guished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal (3 OLC) and the Armed Forces Reserve Medal with hourglass.

“The patriot volunteer, fighting for country and his rights,
makes the most reliable soldier on earth.”

—Lt Gen Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson

 The 914th Airlift Wing, Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, Niagara 
Falls, New York, Air Force Reserve Command, distinguished itself 
by outstanding achievements from 1 July 2015 to 
30 June 2016. During this period the men and 
women of the 914th were standouts in support 
of the Total Force, realizing banner results in 
all inspections. These Unrivaled Wingmen were 
the backbone of intratheater airlift with 220 sorties 
flown, 1,500 passengers and 616 tons of cargo moved 
in the first two months of their deployment.
 All of this was accomplished with 100% 
deployment readiness compliance, lauded 
by Higher Headquarters for being among 
the best. Furthermore, the 914th contin-
ues to be a leader in the development of 
programs that have enhanced manage-
ment efficiencies and innovation, with 
process improvement being taught at the 
lowest level. Harnessing technology to enhance 
communication has made the 914th a benchmark 
unit in the Air Force Reserve for reaching out to every 
Airmen to include a renowned SharePoint page and cutting 
edge phone app.
 Of similar significance, the 914th reached out to its’ community 
by hosting the Thunder of Niagara Airshow which resulted in 75,000 
visitors to hear the Air Force message. The 914th transcended all ex-

pectations by being the first ever Air Force Reserve unit to be award-
ed the Dick Schram Memorial Award for the best military airshow in 

North America. Finally, in October 2015, the Wing’s 
Unit Effectiveness Inspection resulted in a grade of 

Mission Ready for the 914th! The distinctive ac-
complishments of the men and women of the 
914th Airlift Wing reflect credit upon themselves 
and the United States Air Force.
 The mission of the 914th Airlift Wing is to be 
current, qualified and ready to fight by deliver-

ing exceptional rapid global mobility and 
agile combat support to the nation and to 
its community through the continuous 
development of its airmen and trusted 
stewardship resources.
 914th AW capabilities include Agile com-

bat support, intra-theatre airlift, technical 
expertise, operational experience, tactical air 

delivery, and aeromedical evacuation.
 The 914th Airlift Wing is located on the north 

side of the Niagara Falls international airport. The 
914th ALW operates 8 Lockheed C-130H2 Hercules tactical air-

lift aircraft.
 The 914th is among the most experienced units in the US Air 
Force and has carried out many missions to Southeast Asia in support 
of several operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

914th Airlift Wing

Ad courtesy A/TA

It’s easy to donate online by major Credit Card or via PayPal. Please GIVE today!



54 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2016 55

Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Maj Gen Stanley F. H. Newman
 ANG Outstanding Unit Award

The Airlift/Tanker Association’s MajGen Stanley F.H. Newman Air National Guard Award
recognizes the most outstanding Air National Guard (ANG) Wing or Group contributing to overall success

of the Mobility Air Force mission. The unit embodies the spirit and essence of the Citizen Airman –
balancing the operational demands of today’s global mobility operations and maintaining a viable

strategic reserve for tomorrow, while embracing responsibilities to their
State, civilian employer, community and family.

MajGen Stanley F. H. Newman was born in Chicago, Illinois, and moved to Oklahoma in 1948 following World War II. He enlisted into the U.S. Army Air Corps 
in 1942, and become a pilot. He flew 57 missions in P-51s while in the Ninth U.S. Army Air Forces, in Europe. After World War II, he joined the Oklahoma Air 
National Guard, becoming its commander before retirement. His career includes service in Korea and Vietnam. Among his awards are the Distinguished Service 
Medal, Legion of Merit, two Distinguished Flying Crosses, Meritorious Service Medal and 14 Air Medals.

“When we assumed the Soldier, we did not lay aside the Citizen.”
–President George Washington

 The 134th Air Refueling Wing, McGhee Tyson Air National Guard 
Base, Tennessee, distinguished itself in the performance of out-
standing service from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016. 
During this period the Volunteers of the 134th 
provided Combatant Commanders with air re-
fueling capabilities by flying over 600 sorties 
and offloading in excess of 25 million pounds 
of fuel in support of the Continuous Bomber 
Presence and Theater Security Package for the 
Pacific Command, and Operations INHER-
ENT RESOLVE and FREEDOM’S SENTINEL 
for the Central Command. Their contri-
butions to the nation’s nuclear enterprise 
earned them recognition as finalists for 
the USSTRATCOM Omaha Trophy and 
were hailed as the #1 Air National Guard 
unit by Task Force-294. Without fail, they 
sustained a 24/7 alert commitment in sup-
port of USSTRATCOM objectives for the 40th 
consecutive year.
 Additionally, the 134th leveraged their air mobility 
competencies to provide the Governor of Tennessee and the 
Tennessee Military Department critical command & control, and 
Unified Land & Air Support for the 2016 Tennessee Maneuvers natu-
ral disaster response exercise. Their efforts contributed greatly to the 
overall success of the Mobility Air Force mission and the furtherance 

of a 53-year legacy of flying safety that bears a 170,000 mishap-free 
flying hour record. The distinctive accomplishments of these re-

nowned Airmen reflect great credit upon themselves, 
the State of Tennessee, the Air National Guard, and 

the United States Air Force.
 The mission of the 134 Air Refueling Wing is to 
project Global Reach and Global Power in the in-
terest of our National Defense by providing vital 
Air Refueling and Airlift for rapid deployment, 
sustained combat operations and effective train-

ing as directed by the Secretary of Defense.
 When Air National Guard units are not 
mobilized or under federal control, they 
report to the governor of their respective 
state, territory (Puerto Rico, Guam, Virgin 
Islands) or the commanding general of the 

District of Columbia National Guard. Each 
of the 54 National Guard organizations is su-

pervised by the adjutant general of the state or 
territory. Under state law, the Air National Guard 

provides protection of life, property and preserves peace, 
order and public safety. These missions are accomplished 

through emergency relief support during natural disasters such as 
floods, earthquakes and forest fires; search and rescue operations; 
support to civil defense authorities; maintenance of vital public 
services and counterdrug operations.

134th Air Refueling Wing
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Airlift/Tanker Association 2016 Salute to Our Industry Partners

America’s Aerospace Industry plays an integral role in providing our country’s decisive military
edge; and, the A/TA’s Industry Partners play a vital role in assuring the success of the Association. 

(Industry Partners as of 21 September 2016)

ARSAG International
 The Aerial Refueling Systems Advisory Group International, Inc. 
(ARSAG International, Inc.) was chartered in 2004 as an independent, 
non-profit technical professional organization dealing with aerial 
refueling issues on an international scale. ARSAG International pro-
vides a single inter-service and international agency that advises on 
aerial refueling system matters. It currently serves as a coordinating/
advisory body for the resolution of existing deficiencies in tanker and 
receiver aerial refueling systems and for the development and imple-
mentation of improvements to these systems. These efforts include 
providing assistance in engineering, development, testing, support 
and operating systems that apply to aerial refueling. The by-product 
of ARSAG International’s ongoing efforts is an annual conference/
symposium in which the US and international aerial refueling com-
munity refreshes and updates its activites during the past year.

Airbus Group, Inc.
 Airbus Group, Inc. is the U.S.-based operation of Airbus Group, a 
global leader in aerospace, defense, space and related services. Airbus 
Group contributes more than $16.5 billion to the U.S. economy an-
nually and supports over 250,000 American jobs through its network 
of suppliers. Airbus Group, Inc., headquartered in Herndon, VA, of-
fers a broad array of advanced solutions to meet U.S. military and 
commercial requirements, including fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft, 
homeland security systems, public safety communications, defense 
electronics and avionics, and threat detection systems.

Airborne Global Solutions, Inc.
 Airborne Global Solutions, Inc. (AGS) specializes in providing op-
erating and leasing solutions utilizing cost-efficient medium wide-
body freighter aircraft. AGS, a subsidiary of Air Transport Services 
Group, Inc. (ATSG), leverages the entire ATSG portfolio and other 
solution partners to develop bundled, turn-key cargo airline solu-
tions that are flexible, customized and built on decades of experi-
ence in global cargo airline operations. Through strategic alliances 
with the ATSG family of companies-including a leasing arm, two 
cargo airlines, a maintenance repair organization and ancillary air-
line service providers-we offer a bundled solution approach to pro-
viding the right solution at the right time, anywhere in the world. 
This approach minimizes the customer’s up-front capital investment 
while accomplishing their strategic objectives, resulting in leveraged 
cost savings, reliable service, and unmatched speed-to-market capa-
bility to enhance the customer’s competitive position. Learn more at 
www.airborneglobal.com or call us at 937.366.2216.

Abilene Military Affairs Committee
 The Abilene Military Affairs Committee (MAC) has supported 
Dyess AFB and the Air Force for over 50 years by cultivating an out-
standing relationship between the community and the military. 
The most visible example is the “World’s Largest Barbeque” held 
every spring, at which over 4,000 airmen and their families are 
served a free barbeque meal. The MAC has also completed several 
upgrades for the base, including DV quarters, the Linear Air Park, 
Base Ops Lounge, Memorial Park, and has supported countless base 
events. Abilene won the AMC Outstanding Community Support 
Award so many times that AMC disqualified the city from further 
competition and renamed it the “Abilene Trophy”, which is now 
judged every year by the Abilene MAC. In addition, the 300+ vol-
unteers of the MAC engage with senior military leaders and elected 
officials at local, state, and national levels to advocate for Air Force 
and community issues.

“A huge thank you to all the Industry Partner, Industry
Supporter, Government Supporter and Pro Bono Exhibitors!

We have a great Exposition lined up for this year’s A/TA
Convention. Over 80 exhibitors are registered and I anticipate we 

will surpass 90 by the time we arrive in Nashville. There are a 
wide variety of companies and organizations as well as many first 

time exhibitors. In addition, we have a new floor exhibit never 
displayed at our convention before. So, this year will be very

exciting and we can’t wait see you all here in Nashville!”

—Cary Walgamott

Altus Military Affairs Committee
 The Altus Military Affairs Committee (MAC) was established in 
1952 by city fathers to build a relationship between the community 
and base. The MAC mission is to sustain Altus AFB as a viable military 
installation by promoting base growth through community support 
to protect one of our nation’s most valuable assets. The Committee 
vision is “to have the best air force base and community relationship 
within the United States Air Force.” To accomplish the mission, com-
mittee members engage in a variety of activities including but not 
limited to financial support, base functions, social and professional 
relationships with base personnel, engage Senior AF leadership, inter-
act with elected officials and staff at both the state and federal level, 
and serves as a liaison to the community. For the past forty-nine years, 
the MAC and community members have organized and attended the 
Annual Quail Breakfast currently hosted by Senator James Inhofe.

Atlas Air Worldwide
 Atlas Air Worldwide (NASDAQ: AAWW) is the parent company of 
Atlas Air, Inc. (Atlas) and Titan Aviation Holdings, Inc. (Titan), and 
is the majority shareholder of Polar Air Cargo Worldwide, Inc. (Po-
lar). Through Atlas and Polar, AAWW operates the world’s largest fleet 
of Boeing 747 freighter aircraft and is the leading provider of leased 
freighter aircraft and outsourced aircraft operating services and solu-
tions to the global aviation industry. In addition, AAWW is the only 
ACMI provider to offer customers the game-changing Boeing 747-8F. 
Our customers include major airlines, express delivery providers, in-
ternational freight forwarders, the US military-including the CRAF 
program, and charter brokers. Through our CMI service, we provide 
key supply-chain support for the production of Boeing’s all-new com-
mercial jetliner, the 787 Dreamliner, by operating a specially-modified 
fleet of four 747-400 aircraft. In addition, Atlas operates a private, pre-
mium passenger charter service for the US-Africa Energy Association 
(USAEA) through SonAir – Serviço Aéreo, S.A. (SonAir), along with a 
fleet of 747-400 and 767-300ER passenger aircraft. We are the provider 
of training for Air Force One and for E-4B pilots and flight engineers. 
For more information, please go to www.atlasair.com.

Booz Allen Hamilton
 Booz Allen combines the power of consulting expertise, technical 
skill, and mission knowledge to deliver results that meet our clients’ 
challenges and also inspire new levels of success. We are consulting 
reimagined, and the power to reimagine is the power to inspire a bet-
ter future for our clients, communities, and people.
 Consulting is only part of our story. For more than 100 years, Booz 
Allen defined management consulting. We were there as modern cor-
porations emerged in the 1920s and 1930s, the Allies mobilized for 
World War II, the Cold War began and ended, the Space Age dawned, 
and Asia and South America rose with strong economies. Booz Allen 
has helped our nation defend and improve its readiness during the 
Gulf Wars, respond to the terrorist attacks of 9/11, and combat the rise 
of new cyber threats that have changed how businesses operate.
 Now as we head into our second century, we are yet again inspir-
ing innovation and change within the industry. Our overriding ob-
jective is to be the Essential Partner. We strive to design and deliver 
unique, end-to-end solutions right at the center of the client’s mis-
sion. In being that partner, we are fundamentally reshaping the way 
clients think about our work, bringing them ideas and solutions be-
yond those they would expect from a traditional consulting company. 
Our nearly 23,000 talented people are pioneering and inspiring new 
systems and approaches that are transforming our clients’ missions. 
http://www.boozallen.com/

Bose Corporation
 Bose is one of the largest and best-known audio technology devel-
opers. In addition to home, professional, and automotive audio prod-
ucts, Bose manufactures communications headsets for civilian pilots 
and military aircrews in a variety of applications and aircraft types. 
Bose headsets with proprietary Acoustic Noise Cancelling® technolo-
gy offer an unmatched combination of noise reduction, audio perfor-
mance, and comfortable fit that remains unmatched in the industry.

CAE
 CAE is a global leader in providing comprehensive training solutions 
based on world-leading simulation technology and integrated training 
services. The company employs 8,000 people at more than 160 sites and 
training locations in 35 countries. CAE offers our civil aviation and de-
fense and security customers a complete range of highly innovative prod-
uct, service and training center solutions designed to help them meet 
their mission critical needs for safety, efficiency and readiness. CAE has 
the largest installed base of civil and military flight simulators, supported 
by a range of after-sales services, and has been serving the needs of its 
customers for nearly 70 years. CAE has the broadest training services net-
work in the world and offers civil aviation, military and helicopter train-
ing services in 67 locations worldwide and trains more than 120,000 civil 
and military crewmembers annually. CAE is a world leader in the design, 
development, and delivery of training systems for airlift and tanker air-
craft, including having delivered more C-130 training systems than any 
other company. CAE USA is the prime contractor responsible for the KC-
135 Aircrew Training System (ATS), supports Lockheed Martin as a sub-
contractor on the design and manufacture of C-130J and HC/MC-130J 
simulators and training devices, and is currently upgrading C-5 weapon 
systems trainers for the USAF.

“From computers to

information technology to airplanes,

it has been America’s unique blend

of republican government

and free-market capitalism

that has allowed us to surpass all

other nations in history.”
 —George Nethercutt
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Chromalloy
 Chromalloy partners with the original equipment manufacturers, 
commercial airlines, the military, and power companies to deliver 
innovative solutions that extend the life of gas turbine engines and 
reduce manufacturing and operating expense.
 Chromalloy has evolved into one of the only independent com-
panies in the world that provide engineering, castings, machining, 
coatings and repairs for complex, high-value engine components – 
all from a single source. The company works side by side with the 
OEMs, commercial airlines, the military, and power companies to 
provide the latest, most technologically advanced solutions – and 
delivers those solutions in a flexible, cost-effective manner.
 Chromalloy helps customers do more for less, from meeting tight-
er timelines and satisfying demands to boosting production while 
reducing operational complexity and expense. From engineering, 
castings and machining to repairs and coating, every discipline ben-
efits from Chromalloy’s global knowledge base.
 With more than 4,000 people in 17 countries, Chromalloy is driv-
en by innovation.

Cobham
The most capable critical control solutions for extreme environments.
 As the world’s leading supplier of critical control solutions, we 
help our customers to increase the safety and mission capabilities of 
their personnel and equipment in extreme environments. Our prov-
en and trusted solutions in air-to-air refueling, life support, weapons 
carriage and unmanned systems, deliver assured performance and 
class-leading through-life costs that enable our customers to bring 
complex projects to market quickly, and with minimal risk.

Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC
 Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS) is the premier commer-
cial source of air operations and training. CASS LLC, is a veteran-
owned, veteran-operated, small business of subject matter experts 
whose experience spans across multiple military and commercial 
platforms. We offer a full range of consulting, training, and other 
services that span the spectrum from aircraft engineering to de-
ployed mobility operations including air refueling, flight/ground 
crew training, logistics, flight test, and legal/ITAR issues. For exam-
ple, CASS has developed and managed an Advanced Tanker Crew 
Training School for the Royal Australian Air Force, the Royal Saudi 
Air Force, and the United Arab Emirates Air Force. CASS Provides to-
tal cradle-to-grave support from initial problem analysis to solution 
execution. CASS partners are dedicated to helping our Nation and its 
Allies find solutions to today’s tough mobility challenges. Please visit 
our website at www.cass.aero.

David Clark Company Incorporated
 David Clark Company Inc. (DCCI) is the world leader in headsets 
for military, marine and general aviation and specializes in commu-
nication solutions for any high-noise environment. Our Worcester, 
MA facility has been manufacturing headsets and communication 
systems for over half a century. Pilots, both civilian and military, 
fire departments, coastal interdiction personnel, NASA, and many 
other government customers are very familiar with the high quality, 
durability, and serviceability of our products.

DRS Technologies, Inc.
 DRS Sustainment Systems, Inc., a recognized world leader in the 
integration of complex technologies into legacy systems and plat-
forms for global military and commercial customers. DRS-SSI head-
quartered in Saint Louis, Missouri with a 200-acre heavy equipment 
manufacturing facility in West Plans, Missouri, providing state-of –
the-art engineering for and manufacturing of complex welded struc-
tures that meet the demanding requirements of today’s Warfighter 
and commercial customers.
 DRS-SSI is proud of our unwavering support to Air Mobility Com-
mand Global Air Mobility Mission. Our overhaul, worldwide part 
supply, and globally positioned field service representatives ensure 
that both the Tunner 60K and the Halvorsen 25K Aircraft Cargo 
Loaders are mission ready to aid AMC in meeting their global com-
mitments.
 See the full range of our capabilities at www.drs.com.

Capewell Aerial Systems, LLC
 Capewell Aerial Systems, established in 1881, is a leader in the design 
and manufacture of Life Support and Aerial Delivery solutions for com-
mercial and military aviation. Capewell’s product lines include training 
with all of our metal and sewn goods for personnel and cargo equipment.
 Our life support products consist of restraints, egress devices, flotation 
vests and emergency breathing systems, as well as soft tactical gear for 
law enforcement and SAR; AirTEP will revolutionize air rescue. Capewell’s 
parachute equipment includes harnesses, releases and ripcords.
 Our aerial delivery products consist of platforms, tow-plates, buffer 
stop assemblies, cargo slings and centerline restraints; systems applicable 
to military and humanitarian applications. Additionally, Capewell is the 
international marketer for the Joint Precision Air Drop System Mission 
Planner and the Wireless Gate Release System.
 Capewell Aerial Systems, LLC offers the “Total Package” of De-
sign, Manufacture, Training and Support and is ISO9001 and 
AS9100 Certified.

Elbit Systems of America 
 Elbit Systems of America is a leading provider of high perfor-
mance products, system solutions, and support services focusing 
on defense, homeland security, commercial aviation and medical 
instrumentation. With facilities throughout the United States, Elbit 
Systems of America is dedicated to supporting those who contribute 
daily to the safety and security of the United States. Elbit Systems 
of America, LLC is wholly owned by Elbit Systems Ltd. (NASDAQ: 
ESLT,) a global electronics company engaged in a wide range of pro-
grams for innovative defense and commercial applications.

Essex Industries
 Essex Industries is a world-class leader in the design, development, 
production and support of aerospace, life support and safety prod-
ucts and systems. Our unique product lines include crew oxygen 
delivery systems; ground-based and airborne med-evac liquid oxy-
gen (LOX) life support systems; fixed- and rotary-wing flight con-
trol stick, throttle, cyclic and collective grip assemblies; hydraulic 
pulsation dampeners; portable protective breathing equipment; and 
hundreds of other mechanical and electromechanical components 
and assemblies for aircraft fuel, hydraulic, ECS and ground support 
systems. Over the past 65 years, Essex Industries has established a 
reputation for providing engineered solutions and superior customer 
service. With exacting quality standards and manufacturing exper-
tise, Essex Industries is a company that can satisfy the toughest 
application requirements.
 For more information, please see http://www.essexindustries.com/

Flightcom Corporation 
 Flightcom Active Noise Reduction (ANR) headsets are designed for 
long military flight operations in the harshest conditions. Reduce fa-
tigue, increase effectiveness, improve safety and execute operations 
faster. Flightcom headsets help military flight operations prevent mis-
haps to execute with speed and precision while significantly improv-
ing safety. http://www.flightcom.net/military/

“There exist limitless opportunities

in every industry. Where 

there is an open mind,

there will always be a frontier.”
  —Charles F. Kettering

Gander International Airport Authority
 Gander International Airport (CYQX) has served as a strategic 
military staging point and technical stop since 1938. In its role 
as a joint civilian/military airport, CYQX hosts over 2,000 mili-
tary aircraft annually ranging from F18s to C5s and everything 
in between.
 CYQX is an optimal staging point for military operations with 
strategic positioning for transatlantic flights and exceptional 
service on the ground. All services are provided 24/7 with no 
curfews or abatements. Gander has a proven track record in 
meeting the high standards demanded by military users and 
looks forward to accommodating your operation.

ForeFlight 
 ForeFlight Mobile is an elegantly designed and best-selling avia-
tion app for iPad and iPhone. ForeFlight Mobile is used by individual 
pilots and professional flight crews to efficiently gather preflight 
weather and destination information, route plan, access and manage 
electronic charts and terminal procedures, organize flight publica-
tions, reference as an enroute navigation aid, and manage iPad de-
ployments. ForeFlight Mobile is backed by the company’s Fanatical 
Pilot Support™ team. Website: https://www.foreflight.com

FlightSafety International
 FlightSafety International is a simulator-based training company 
whose contribution to aviation began with its founding in 1951. The 
company’s special emphasis is on developing proficiency in the safe and 
effective operation of complex, potentially hazardous equipment. This 
normally means training pilots and maintenance technicians for all 
types of aircraft. FlightSafety’s FAA-certified training revolves around 
the use of advanced simulators that replicate with certified accuracy the 
experience of flying. FlightSafety’s simulators are designed and built by 
its Simulator Systems near Tulsa. Company training encompasses all fac-
ets of aviation – commercial, corporate, private and military. Military 
programs include operating and maintaining the C-5 and KC-10 Air-
crew Training Systems (ATS) for the United States Air Force. Most recent-
ly, FlightSafety began building up the new KC-46 ATS. It also operates 
the Contractor Logistics Support (CLS) program for the T-38 and T-6A 
programs. The company has developed and deployed the Joint Primary 
Aircrew Training System (JPATS) ground based training system for the 
USAF and the Navy and provides logistics support for its continued op-
eration. Since its founding, the company has always championed that: 
“The best safety device in any aircraft is a well-trained crewmember.”

“Never tell people how to do things.

Tell them what to do and they will surprise 

you with their ingenuity.” 
—General George S. Patton
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GE Aviation 
 GE Aviation is a world-leading provider of jet, turboshaft and tur-
boprop engines, components and integrated systems for commer-
cial, military, business and general aviation aircraft. GE Aviation has 
a global service network to support these offerings.

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation 
 Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of General Dynamics (NYSE: GD), designs, develops, manufactures, 
markets, services and supports the world’s most technologically ad-
vanced business-jet aircraft. Gulfstream has produced more than 
2,200 aircraft for customers around the world since 1958. To meet 
the diverse transportation needs of the future, Gulfstream offers a 
comprehensive fleet of aircraft, comprising the Gulfstream G150™, 
the Gulfstream G280™, the Gulfstream G450™, the Gulfstream 
G550™, the Gulfstream G500™, the Gulfstream G600™, the Gulf-
stream G650™ and the Gulfstream G650ER™. Gulfstream also of-
fers aircraft ownership services via Gulfstream Pre-Owned Aircraft 
Sales™. The company employs more than 15,000 people at 12 major 
locations. We invite you to visit our website for more information 
and photos at www.gulfstreamnews.com.

“Gold is good in its place; but living, brave, 
patriotic men, are better than gold.”

–Abraham Lincoln

Global Ground Support
 Global Ground Support is a leading manufacturer of quality and 
cost-effective military, airline and airport ground support equip-
ment. Global manufactures, sells, services and supports a full line 
of aircraft deicers, glycol recovery vehicles (GRV) aircraft washers, 
catering/cabin service scissor trucks, ambulifts, and flight line tow 
tractors, as well as other specialized industrial service equipment, on 
a worldwide basis. Each model can be customized as required by the 
customer. Global’s primary customers are the United States Air Force, 
passenger and cargo airlines, as well as airports. Global has produced 
over 1100 units for 117 customers in 30 countries.

Honeywell Aerospace
 Honeywell Aerospace products and services are found on virtually 
every commercial, defense and space aircraft, and its turbochargers 
are used by nearly every automaker and truck manufacturer around 
the world. The Aerospace business unit develops innovative solu-
tions for more fuel efficient automobiles and airplanes, more direct 
and on-time flights, safer flying and runway traffic, along with air-
craft engines, cockpit and cabin electronics, wireless connectivity 
services, logistics and more. The business delivers safer, faster, and 
more efficient and comfortable transportation-related experiences 
worldwide. For more information, visit www.honeywell.com.

Hilton Software LLC 
 Founded in 2003, Hilton Software LLC is a market-leader in the 
development of mobile aviation software for General Aviation, Com-
mercial, and Military pilots. Its flagship product WingX Pro7 has 
been the #1 Top Grossing Navigation iPad App in the Apple App 
Store for 3 years. Hilton Software is a DoD contractor and provides 
multi-platform mobile solutions to the United States Military.
 Hilton Software partners include Cessna Aircraft, Baron Services, 
and other best-of-breed companies. Hilton Software is the innova-
tion leader having led the market in many advanced mobile aviation 
technologies including ADS-B Weather and Traffic, Synthetic Vi-
sion with AHRS, Split Screen, Terrain and Obstacle Overlays, GPWS, 
ARINC 429 integration, and Black Box Recording (WingX Rewind) 
just to name a few. Hilton Software is expanding its line of successful 
products to make aviation safer, more affordable, and more efficient.
For more information, please visit http://www.hiltonsoftware.com.

Jeppesen
 For 80 years, Jeppesen has made it possible for pilots and their 
passengers to safely and efficiently reach their destinations. Today, 
this pioneering spirit continues as Jeppesen delivers transformative 
information and optimization solutions to improve the efficiency of 
air and sea operations around the globe. Jeppesen is a Boeing sub-
sidiary and part of the Digital Aviation business unit within Boeing 
Commercial Aviation Services. Boeing offers the industry’s largest 
portfolio of services, support and solutions, collectively known as the 
Boeing Edge, providing customers a competitive advantage by solv-
ing real operational problems, enabling better decisions, maximizing 
efficiency and improving environmental performance – intelligent 
information solutions across the entire aviation ecosystem.

JLG Industries, Inc.
 JLG Industries, Inc. is the world’s leading designer, manufacturer 
and marketer of access equipment. The Company’s diverse product 
portfolio includes leading brands such as JLG® aerial work platforms; 
JLG, SkyTrak® and Lull® telehandlers; and an array of complemen-
tary accessories that increase the versatility and efficiency of these 
products. JLG is an Oshkosh Corporation company [NYSE: OSK].
 For more information about JLG Industries, Inc., log onto the com-
pany website at www.jlg.com.

L-3 Communications Integrated Systems Group
 L-3 Communications Integrated Systems Group develops and 
integrates defense and commercial technology for U.S. and allied 
customers worldwide. L-3 Integrated Systems has more than five 
decades of experience in the development of complex intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance systems; command and control; 
and secure communications. It is recognized internationally as a 
systems integration organization specializing in the modernization 
and maintenance of aircraft of all sizes. It is a leader in advanced 
technologies for signal processing, electronic countermeasures, sen-
sor development and aircraft self-protection. Systems provided or 
maintained by L-3 Integrated Systems help protect military and ci-
vilian personnel, bases, assets and national borders throughout the 
world. Headquartered in New York City, L-3 Communications em-
ploys over 66,000 people worldwide and is a prime contractor in air-
craft modernization and maintenance, C3ISR (Command, Control, 
Communications, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance) 
systems and government services. L-3 is also a leading provider of 
high technology products, subsystems and systems.

LifePort
 LifePort pioneers aircraft solutions that have been utilized in 
some of the most challenging environments that the world has to 
offer. We use this experience to ensure that our catalog of prod-
ucts meets the most stringent mission requirements of both current 
and future operations. LifePort products currently serve dozens of 
military organizations around the world and have included: Light-
weight ballistic protection systems, MEDEVAC and CASEVAC sys-
tems, customized mission seating, command and control consoles, 
and other engineered components for military aircraft. LifePort 
systems have been developed, improved, and refined over years of 
high-tempo field use, and we are ready to apply that knowledge to 
any mission – however challenging.

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
 Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global se-
curity and aerospace company principally engaged in the research, 
design, development, manufacture, integration, and sustainment of 
advanced technology systems, products, and services.
 Lockheed Martin Aeronautics is known for building and support-
ing the finest military aircraft in the world, which include the C-130 
Hercules; C-5 Galaxy; P-3 Orion; U-2 Dragon Lady; F-16 Fighting Fal-
con; F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning.
 The C-130 Hercules has earned its reputation of a proven work-
horse supporting multiple missions around the world. From aerial 
refueling to search and rescue, fighting wildfires and special opera-
tions, the C-130 Hercules stands ready for its next mission. And for 
whatever the future holds. www.lockheedmartin.com/C130

Louis Berger (Aircraft Services Division)
 Louis Berger is a $1 billion global corporation that helps clients 
solve their most complex challenges. Louis Berger performs large-
scale government services contracts for multiple branches of DoD and 
other US government agencies. To these US government clients, we 
bring decades of business and operational experience in CONUS and 
OCONUS locations, including Ramstein, Stuttgart and Spangdahlem, 
Germany; Naval Air Station, Rota, Spain; Kuwait; and several other 
critical locations in Southwest Asia and the Far East. We are a trusted 
partner to national, state and local government agencies; multilateral 
institutions; and commercial industry clients worldwide. By focusing 
on client needs to deliver quality, safe, financially-successful projects 
with integrity, we are committed to deliver on our promise to provide 
Solutions for a Better World.

McClellan Jet Services 
 McClellan Jet Services is a central part of the 3,000 acre corpo-
rate community known as McClellan Park – the most successful base 
conversion project in America. At McClellan Park, large corporations 
and small businesses alike enjoy a wide variety of on-site amenities, 
including our 10,600 foot airfield. McClellan Jet Services is a “DESC 
Into Plane Contractor” authorized under DESC Contract number 
SP0600-06-D-0043. We regularly serve U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Air 
Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines, California Highway Pa-
trol, other federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies. Our 
Line Service Technicians have experience and expertise in fueling a 
wide variety of military and homeland security aircraft. McClellan 
Jet Services has the best Jet A fuel prices in Northern California.
www.mcclellanjetservices.com

“Excellence is not a skill.
It is an attitude.”

—Ralph Marston

Georgia Tech Research Institute 
 Georgia Tech Research Institute (GTRI) is a global leader in applied 
research and development whose world-class engineers and scien-
tists solve some of the toughest problems facing government and 
industry. GTRI is uniquely positioned within the Georgia Institute 
of Technology (Georgia Tech), a top research university. Many of our 
experts are recognized internationally in a vast array of research do-
mains. GTRI’s core research areas include complex and agile systems 
engineering, sensor design and integration, modeling and simula-
tion, information management and cyber security, and defense tech-
nology development. GTRI has over 2000 employees and conducts 
more than $350 million in sponsored research annually. For more 
information, please visit: http://www.gtri.gatech.edu.
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Million Air - An Aviation Services Company
 The Million Air chain of fixed-base operations (FBO) stands as the 
nation’s premier provider of upscale aviation services to include our 
famous Jet-A-Way Café. Million Air delivers general aviation servic-
es through a chain of separate FBO franchises strategically located 
across the United States, Canada and the Caribbean.
 Freeman Holdings Group, L.L.C. owns and operates Million Air 
FBO franchises in Alexandria, LA; Lake Charles, LA; Bay St Louis, 
MS; Rome, NY; March Air Reserve Base, Riverside, CA, Moses Lake, 
WA; Topeka, KS, Victorville, CA, Yuma, AZ, and our newest loca-
tion at Sanford-Orlando International Airport. Each one of these 
locations has the DoD fuel contract. Freeman Holdings Group 
Million Air FBOs are well known throughout all branches of the 
Armed Forces as the preferred “Military FBO” where the military 
flight crew always comes first. We offer the best barbeque and Po 
Boy sandwiches at our Jet-A-Way Cafés. Freeman Holdings Group 
FBOs are the only FBOs in the country that can serve 100 passenger 
meals at quick turn speeds.

National Air Cargo
 National Air Cargo is a leading global provider of tailored air 
transport and multi-modal freight forwarding solutions whose com-
mitment to the highest standards of safety, professionalism, on-time 
performance and exceptional customer service remains unrivaled in 
the industry.

Northrop Grumman Corporation
 Northrop Grumman is a leading global security company provid-
ing innovative systems, products and solutions in unmanned sys-
tems, cyber, C4ISR, and logistics and modernization to government 
and commercial customers worldwide. Please visit www.northrop-
grumman.com for more information.

Parker Aerospace 
Parker Aerospace is a global leader in flight control, hydraulic, fuel, 
inerting, fluid conveyance, thermal management, and engine 
systems and components used on the world’s fleet of aircraft and 
aeroengines. Phone: 949-833-3000. Website: www.parker.com.

Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport
 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (formerly Williams Air Force Base) 
is a rapidly growing commercial airport in the Greater Phoenix Ari-
zona region. It is a premier business location ideally situated in the 
Southwest United States as an alternative to many other crowded fa-
cilities. Gateway has three long runways averaging 10,000 feet each 
and has hosted the largest aircraft in the world including the An-225, 
An-124, C-5s, C-17s, 747-8F, and 747-400F, as well as other wide bod-
ies. Gateway is also actively used by the Arizona Air National Guard 
for KC-135 training and regularly hosts the Omega Tanker. Gateway 
Aviation Services is an airport owned and operated FBO that strives 
to provide the highest quality experience for Gateway customers. 
Gateway Aviation Services holds the Government Fuel Contract and 
welcomes all military operations to experience the ease of Gateway.

PlaneTechs - A TRUEBLUE Company
 PlaneTechs is the nation’s largest provider of aviation mechanics 
and technicians for aircraft maintenance and manufacturing.
 Using a proprietary database of more than 75,000 aviation techni-
cians, the company can access more talent, with more experience, 
on more platforms, for assignments in more places than any other 
staffing provider. Our in-house, DoD & Government recruiting team 
works around the clock, seeking out new talent, assessing their skills 
and background and ensuring their compliance with the precise re-
quirements and security clearance you specify.
 When you partner with PlaneTechs as your workforce provider, 
you can rest easy knowing the people part of your project is covered. 
PlaneTechs makes it easy for our clients to staff their projects and 
keep them running safely, on time and on budget.
 For more of the story, visit www.planetechs.com.

Pratt & Whitney Military Engines
 Pratt & Whitney, a unit of United Technologies Corp. (NYSE: UTX) 
company, is a world leader in the design, development, manufacture 
and support of gas turbine engines for military, commercial, indus-
trial and space application. Pratt & Whitney is proud of its more than 
90 year association and support of the United States Air Force as it 
powers key airlift and fighter aircraft applications worldwide. Our 
military engines power the Air Force’s front line fighters today – the 
F-15 and F-16 – and our F119 and F135 engines power the only 5th 
generation fighters in the world – the F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning 
II. Four F117 engines power the Boeing C-17 Globemaster III, the U.S. 
Air Force’s premier airlifter. Pratt & Whitney is also proud to pow-
er Boeing’s KC-46A, the U.S. Air Force’s new aerial tanker with our 
PW4062 engines. Pratt & Whitney’s unmatched record in customer-
focused customized maintenance, material, and fleet management 
programs ensures flight readiness to our partners around the world.

Rockwell Collins 
 Rockwell Collins provides the right solutions at the right time to 
enable our customers’ mission success. Our airborne and surface so-
lutions have been selected by the U.S. Department of Defense and 
ministries of defense throughout the world, as well as domestic and 
international military platform manufacturers.
 An example of our integration capabilities is the USAF C/KC-135 
Global Air Traffic Management (GATM) program. As the prime con-
tractor and flight deck systems integrator, we upgraded all 419 air-
craft ahead of schedule and on budget to meet changing Commu-
nications, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic Management (CNS/
ATM) requirements.
 We are also providing the CNS/ATM upgrade for the U.S. and 
NATO AWACS fleets, as well as the USAF KC-10 fleet…along with 
multiple international C-130 fleets.
 Embraer has also selected our Pro Line Fusion® integrated avion-
ics system for their new KC-390 tanker, and we are also a major team-
mate on the Boeing KC-46 tanker program.

Rolls-Royce 
 Rolls-Royce remains the second largest provider of defense aero-
space engine products and services globally with 16,000 engines in 
the service of 160 customers in 103 countries. Our engines power air-
craft in every major sector including: transport, combat, patrol, train-
ers, helicopters, and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).

Satcom Direct Communications
 Satcom Direct (SD) provides global connectivity solutions for busi-
ness and general aviation, military, government, and heads of state 
aircraft, as well as operations in areas with connectivity limitations 
such as remote locations, large scale events, and disaster recovery. SD is 
a technology innovator. Since 1997, its teams have worked to advance 
the technology of connectivity, making SD the first in the marketplace 
to deliver numerous advancements and capabilities. The company is 
a premier Inmarsat Distribution Partner (including Jet ConneX), Irid-
ium Service Partner, ViaSat Yonder’s preferred reseller, and the Exclu-
sive Service Provider for SmartSky Networks.

Stephenville Airport Corporation
 Stephenville Airport (IATA: YJT, ICAO: CYJT) is located 1.5 nauti-
cal miles (2.8 km; 1.7 mi) southeast of Stephenville, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Canada. It was the largest US Air Force base outside of 
continental United States of America and operated as Ernest Harmon 
Air Force Base from 1941-1966. 
 The base was used as a refueling stop for transatlantic military 
flights. In addition, Harmon supported three Air Defense Command 
units. Following closure of the base the Canadian Department of 
Transportation constructed an airport terminal to accommodate 
Trans-Canada Air Lines (now Air Canada). Today the Stephenville 
Airport if a full-service fixed base operation 24 hours a day, provid-
ing quick turn refueling, ground handling, catering and a host of 
other services to corporate, military and general aviation. The team 
at Stephenville Airport are committed to offering priority in servic-
ing the logistical needs of the USAF Air Mobility requirements dur-
ing national and international missions.

“When everything seems to be going

against you, remember that

the airplane takes off

against the wind, not with it.”
— Henry Ford

Omega Air
  Omega Air remains the only commercial supplier of aerial refuel-
ing services to the US Military and its allies. With more than 16 years 
experience supporting the warfighter, Omega has earned an excep-
tional reputation by providing highly reliable and cost effective stra-
tegic aerial refueling around the globe. Utilizing the aerial refueling 
expertise of highly qualified military veterans, Omega delivers seam-
less military support with commercial efficiencies delivering mission 
completion rates of 99%.
 Omega uses highly reliable and thoroughly proven tanker platforms, 
the B-707 and the DC-10. These workhorses have been modified by 
Omega to ensure the highest possible redundancy. Omega is able to 
maximize efficiency by overseeing most of the key components that go 
into the final product. These specialties include its own FAA 145 engine 
repair station, engineering support for modifications and R&D, main-
tenance scheduling, flight line maintenance, supply chain for spare 
parts and operational aircrews. www.omegaairrefueling.com

“The airplane stays up

because it

doesn’t have the

time to fall.”
—Orville Wright

“Outsourcing and globalization of

manufacturing allows companies to reduce 

costs, benefits consumers with lower cost 

goods and services, causes economic

expansion that reduces unemployment, and 

increases productivity and job creation.”
—Larry Elder
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UTC Aerospace Systems
 UTC Aerospace Systems combines two industry leaders-Hamilton 
Sundstrand and Goodrich Corporation. UTC Aerospace Systems 
is one of the world’s largest suppliers of technologically advanced 
aerospace and defense products. We design, manufacture and ser-
vice systems and components and provide integrated solutions for 
commercial, regional, business and military aircraft, helicopters and 
other platforms.
 www.utcaerospacesystems.com

Zodiac Arresting Systems America
 Zodiac Arresting Systems America is the world’s leading manufac-
turer of military and commercial aircraft arresting systems.
 Zodiac Arresting Systems America’s versatile products for military 
aircraft are built around friction and rotary hydraulic energy absorb-
ers as part of permanent, semi-permanent and mobile installations. 
The aircraft’s energy is harnessed via cross-runway net stanchion or 
hook cable equipment configurations then transferred to the energy 
absorbers, safely slowing and stopping the aircraft.
 Zodiac Arresting Systems America’s EMASMAX®, an Engineered 
Material Arresting System, provides safety and overrun protection 
at commercial airports. Developed in partnership with the FAA, our 
EMAS consists of a bed of cellular cement material manufactured in 
the form of engineered block components that are strategically placed 
at the overrun end of a runway. The EMAS predictably and reliably 
crushes under the weight of an aircraft, providing deceleration and 
a safe stop. It is FAA-accepted as an equivalent to a standard Runway 
End Safety Area.

Zoll Medical Corporation
 ZOLL® Medical Corporation has been a trusted partner and lead-
ing supplier of resuscitation and critical care technology to the U.S. 
military for more than 25 years. Our products include the Propaq® 
M, the standard in vital signs monitoring, and the Propaq MD, 
with optional defibrillation and pacing. The Propaq meets all of the 
military’s monitoring needs and with its enhanced data communi-
cation, enables the capture of patient care data from the point of 
injury through definitive care. ZOLL’s military portfolio has expand-
ed to include the EMV+® ventilator, the ResQGARD® ITD and the 
ResQPOD® ITD. The EMV+ is part of the 731 Series of rugged, full-
featured portable critical care ventilators with extended battery life. 
The ResQGARD and ResQPOD are non-invasive Impedance Thresh-
old Devices (ITD) that provide a temporary increase in blood flow 
during critical care therapy.

As America continues the worldwide 
fight against terrorism, we can rest

assured that our Aerospace Industry is 
striving to provide America’s warriors 
with the best weapon systems available.

The active participation and
sponsorship provided by our Industry 

Partners is important to the
continued success of the

Airlift/Tanker Association,
and the application of new

technological developments in their
products and services is critical to

the continued success of
America’s Air Mobility mission.

The members of the
Airlift/Tanker Association

understand and appreciate the
importance of our
Industry Partners

to the Association’s success,
and we –

Thank You All 
for Your Generous and
Continuing Support!

The Boeing Company
 Boeing’s Defense, Space & Security (BDS) business unit provides end-
to-end services for large-scale systems that enhance air-, land-, sea- and 
space-based platforms for global military, government and commercial 
customers. In addition to designing, producing, modifying and sup-
porting fighters, bombers, transports, aerial refuelers, rotorcraft, mis-
siles, munitions and spacecraft for military, civil and commercial use, 
BDS is developing enhanced capabilities through network-enabled so-
lutions, communications and intelligence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance technologies. BDS supports the U.S. government as a system in-
tegrator on several programs of national significance, including NASA’s 
International Space Station and the Missile Defense Agency’s Ground-
based Midcourse Defense program. BDS is also expanding into new 
markets and adjacencies, including unmanned systems, cyber security, 
energy management, and support and logistics.

USAA 
 USAA Provides insurance, banking, investment and retirement 
products and services to 10 million members of the U.S. military and 
their families. Known for its legendary commitment to its members, 
USAA is consistently recognized for outstanding service, employee 
well-being and financial strength. USAA membership is open to all 
who are serving or have honorably served our nation in the U.S. 
military and their eligible family members. For more information 
about USAA, or to learn more about membership, visit usaa.com.

Volga-Dnepr Airlines 
 Volga-Dnepr Airlines is the world leader in the specialist market of 
oversize and super-heavy cargo transportation. Every year, we carry 
more than 60 000 tons of cargo to more than 80 countries of the 
world. The annual cargo turnover is more than 350 000 thousands of 
ton-kilometers. Volga-Dnepr Airlines provides the whole package of 
logistics services for air charter movements of complex, special and 
oversize cargo. The airline operates a unique fleet of ramp aircraft 
comprising of 12 Antonov-124-100 ‘Ruslan’ and five Ilyushin-76 
freighter aircraft. Our customers include governmental and com-
mercial organizations, including leading global businesses in the oil 
and gas, energy, aerospace, agriculture and telecommunications in-
dustries as well as the humanitarian and emergency services sectors. 
Since 2002, Volga-Dnepr’s quality management system has followed 
ISO 9001:2000 standards. In 2007, Volga-Dnepr was the first Russian 
cargo company to successfully comply with the new IATA Operational 
Safety Audit (IOSA) process requirements. Volga-Dnepr is a member 
of the International Aviation Transport Association (IATA) and of The 
International Air Cargo Association (TIACA). Volga-Dnepr Airlines is a 
part of Volga-Dnepr Group. http://www.volga-dnepr.com/en
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“Manufacturing is more than

just putting parts together.

It’s coming up with ideas, testing principles 

and perfecting the engineering,

as well as final assembly.”
—James Dyson

“You don’t concentrate on risks.

You concentrate on results.

No risk is too great to prevent

the necessary job from getting done.”
— Brig General Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager, USAF (Ret)
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to enable extended air operations. 
 In addition to the KC-135, another 88 C-135 aircraft were procured 
and modified over time to provide VIP passenger transport, recon-
naissance, test and airborne warning, command and control, plus a 
variety of other functions. These C-135 variants include the VC-137 
“Air Force One” Presidential airlift force, the EC-135 “Looking Glass” 
airborne command post, aerial test beds, reconnaissance, weather 
and other specialized mission aircraft. The aircraft’s long range, 
cabin size and payload capabilities for its time made it an ideal con-
version aircraft in which to incorporate a variety of specialized 
mission capabilities. 

The C-130 Hercules
 Lessons learned from the Korean War showed that WWII-era trans-
ports were inadequate for modern warfare. In February 1951, USAF is-
sued requirements for a new transport that would have a capacity of 
92 passengers, 72 combat troops, or 64 paratroopers in a cargo com-
partment that was approximately 41 feet long, 9 feet high, and 10 
feet wide. Unlike transports derived from passenger airliners, it was 
to be designed from the ground-up 
as a combat transport with loading 
from a hinged loading ramp at the 
rear of the fuselage. A key feature 
was the introduction of the Allison 
T56 turboprop power plant, first de-
veloped specifically for the C-130. 
At the time, the turboprop was a 
new application of turbine engines 
that used exhaust gases to turn a 
propeller. The C-130 joined the ac-
tive force in 1956 and brought with 
it vastly improved speed, range, 
and payload over previous aircraft 
– qualities useful for high-volume 
or intertheater operations. 

Jet Airlifters Arrive on the Scene
 Technological developments dur-
ing the 1960s fundamentally trans-
formed airlift operations. Modern 
turbine powered aircraft such as 
the C-135, C-141 and C-5 were developed and employed with new 
cargo handling systems and other built-in capabilities that sub-
stantially increased the speed and throughput capabilities of the 
airlift system. 
 C-135 Stratolifter. In the early 1960s, MATS relied on a substan-
tial number of propeller-driven aircraft for strategic airlift. As these 
aircraft were mostly obsolescent designs and the Air Force needed 
the benefits of jet power, the USAF ordered 48 C-135 Stratolifters as 
an interim step. The C-135 was a useful stop-gap, but only had side-
loading doors and most bulky and oversize equipment would not fit, 
especially that employed by the U.S. Army.
 C-141 Starlifter. In the spring of 1960, the Air Force released re-
quirements calling for a new aircraft that would be capable of per-
forming both strategic and tactical airlift missions. The strategic 
role demanded that the aircraft be capable of missions with a radius 
of at least 3,500 nautical miles with a 60,000 pounds load. The tac-
tical role required it to be able to perform low-altitude air drops of 
supplies, as well as carry and drop combat paratroops. The result 
was the Lockheed C-141 Starlifter, the first jet-powered aircraft spe-
cifically designed for military air transport and airdrop. It first flew 
in 1963, and production deliveries of an eventual 285 planes began 
in 1965.
 C-5 Galaxy. In 1961, several aircraft companies began studying 

heavy jet transport designs that would replace the Douglas C-133 
Cargomaster and complement the C-141. In addition to higher 
overall performance, the Army wanted a transport aircraft with 
a larger cargo bay than the C-141, whose interior was too small 
to carry a variety of their outsized equipment. An official request 
for proposal was issued in April 1964 for the “Heavy Logistics 
System” (CX-HLS).
 Lockheed was selected the winner in September 1965, then 
awarded a contract in December 1965. General Electric’s F39 en-
gine was selected in August 1965 to power the new transport plane. 
At the time, this engine concept was revolutionary, as all engines 
beforehand had a bypass ratio of less than two-to-one. The TF39 
would achieve a ratio of eight-to-one, which had the benefits of in-
creased engine thrust and lower fuel consumption.
 Technological innovations incorporated into the C-5 ush-
ered in a new age of strategic airlift capability. It was the first 
airlift aircraft to be equipped with an air refueling receptacle, 
enabling non-stop operations anywhere in the world. Its com-
plex landing gear system enables this enormous airplane to 
operate on a vast number of airfields worldwide, including aus-
tere airfields with their unique operational challenges. Its on-

board computer systems were 
revolutionary for its day.
 Key design characteristics of the 
C-5 provide it with tremendous 
built-in capability and flexibility 
to allow drive-through loading and 
unloading of wheeled and tracked 
vehicles, and faster, easier load-
ing of bulky equipment. The U.S. 
Air Force took delivery of the first 
operational C-5 in December 1969, 
with the first squadron attaining 
initial operational capability in 
September 1970. 

Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF) 
Grows in Capacity
 By 1965, CRAF capabilities had 
grown to the point where it pro-
vided a substantial reserve air-
lift capacity, plus a flexible and 
economically feasible operational 

construct. In 1960, it contained just one enrolled carrier and a 
paper list of 171 piston aircraft and 58 jet aircraft. Five years later, 
the program grew to 20 carriers with 62 piston aircraft and 198 
turbine-powered aircraft. These could be called up in three in-
crements or “stages,” depending on the level of emergency and 
whether authorization came from the Secretary of Defense, the 
President or a declared state of war. The system established then 
endures to this day, albeit with substantial changes in capacity 
and structure. 

MAJOR EXERCISES AND OPERATIONS
ENABLED BY AIR MOBILITY FORCES

Suez, Lebanon and Taiwan Straits Crisis (1956–1958)
 During the 1956 Suez Crisis, MATS airlifted 1,300 Colombian and 
Indian troops to the United Nations staging area in Naples, Italy, 
to supplement the UN police force in the Suez area. In 1958, MATS 
airlifted 5,500 tons of cargo and 5,400 troops to the Middle East in 
support of the Lebanese government, plus supported the move of a 
Composite Air Strike Force (CASF) to the area. Also in 1958, MATS 
flew 144 airlift trips to the Far East when a crisis arose in the Formosa 
Straits, supporting the move of a CASF and airlifting a squadron of 
F-104 Starfighters to Taiwan.

Congo Airlift (1960–1963)
 MATS C-124 Globemasters, C-118 Liftmasters and C-135 Stratolift-
ers completed more than 2,000 missions in an airlift extending over 
5,000 miles from Europe around the west coast of Africa to the Congo. 
MATS entered the United Nations airlift under direction of the Unit-
ed States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) in July 1960, and at the peak 
had 60 aircraft committed. By the 
end of 1962, about 49,000 troops 
and 11,000 tons of cargo had been 
airlifted to and from points as far 
away as New Delhi, India.

Berlin Crisis (1961)
 As a result of the construction of 
the Berlin Wall and the ending of 
free crossing to and from the oc-
cupation zone of Berlin, more than 
100 MATS aircraft participated in 
deployments of American forces 
from the United States to West Ger-
many and France.
 When the Reserve Forces were 
called to active duty in Octo-
ber 1961, MATS airlift forces and 
technical units provided support 
for their movement to Europe. 
Operation STAIR STEP was the 
name given to the deployment of Air National Guard fighter units 
overseas to NATO bases in France then, and Operation HIGH TOP 
was the redeployment from June to August 1962. In HIGH TOP 
more than 260 missions were flown by MATS aircraft of all types, 
including C-97s which had been called to active duty. These air-
craft returned more than 9,600 ANG personnel and 1,400 tons of 
equipment. In addition, the 101st Airborne Division was airlifted 
from Fort Campbell, Kentucky to locations in Turkey. Approxi-
mately 2,000 personnel and 900 tons of equipment were airlifted 
during Exercise CHECKMATE II.
 Throughout 1962, tensions were 
high in Europe and in January, Ex-
ercise LONG THRUST II was com-
menced in which MATS C-135s 
made their first appearance in a 
major airlift. Twelve C-135s air-
lifted nearly 500 Army troops over 
the north polar route from Wash-
ington State to central West Germa-
ny. They made the nonstop trip in 
little more than 10 hours compared 
to the piston-engined aircraft that 
averaged between 30 and 35 hours 
along normal routes. Altogether, 
more than 200 MATS aircraft 
moved 5,300 troops of three battle 
groups of the Army’s 4th Infantry 
Division in the deployment phase.

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)
 In the midst of one of the heavi-
est airlift schedules it has ever had, with more than 17 airlifts under 
way or developing during October and November 1962, MATS was 
called on to support the buildup of forces in the southeastern part 
of the United States during the Cuban Missile Crisis. On 16 October, 
MATS began working at its wartime activity rate. Between then and 
October 31st, MATS airlifted thousands of troops and thousands of 
tons in hundreds of sorties from bases throughout the country into 

Florida and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. This effort included the first ma-
jor airlift of U.S. Marines and their combat gear by MATS. During 
the operation, MATS was also called on to react to a call for arms to 
India in early November to stem a Communist Chinese invasion. The 
airlift required the movement of 980 tons of small arms more than 
6,000 miles from Rhein-Main Air Base in West Germany to Calcut-
ta. This “no notice” airlift was accomplished in eight days by MATS 

C-135 Stratolifter jets.

Operation “Big Lift” (1963)
 This was the first time that a full 
United States Army division and el-
ements of a Tactical Air Command 
Strike Force were ferried across 
the ocean in one big airlift. In to-
tal, 15,358 officers and men of the 
2nd Armored Division, their sup-
port troops, and 504 tons of battle 
equipment were airlifted by 204 
MATS aircraft from eight bases in 
the U.S. to France and Germany. 
They were accompanied by 116 tac-
tical fighters and reconnaissance 
aircraft of the Composite Air Strike 
Force (CASF) who flew across the 
Atlantic. The entire operation was 
accomplished in 2½ days, employ-
ing 234 missions. The C-135 Strato-

lifter jets made the 5,600-mile trip in 10½ hours nonstop, carrying 
75 troops each. It took the C-124 Globemasters three times as long, 
with refueling stops in Bermuda and the Azores, to carry 80 troops 
and cargo. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THE VIETNAM WAR

 Throughout the 1950s and early 1960s, military aid was shipped 
to the South Vietnamese government by MATS airlift flights into 
Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Vietnam. As the U.S. built up its forces in 

Southeast Asia in the early 1960s, 
the number of MATS flights to the 
area increased. MATS C-124s and 
C-133 Cargomasters became com-
mon sights. After the 1964 Gulf of 
Tonkin incident and subsequent 
decision to escalate United States 
involvement in the Vietnam War, 
MATS performed a critical role 
in the air transport of personnel 
and equipment to the war zone. 
Throughout 1964 and 1965, MATS 
flew large numbers of United States 
Army and United States Marines to 
South Vietnam. MATS aerial ports 
were established at Da Nang, Cam 
Ranh Bay and Tan Son Nhut in 
South Vietnam, as well as at Don 
Muang Airport in Thailand to 
support the United States forces 
there. The first large-scale MATS 

jet transport flights of C-141A Starlifters transited Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base in 1965.

The U.S. Army Goes Airmobile
 By 1960, the Army possessed 5500 helicopter and fixed-wing air-
craft and planned a further expansion to 8800 over the next ten 
years. The Air Force consistently opposed expansion of the Army’s 

Cover Story continued from page 19

Designed from the ground-up as a combat transport the C-130 
joined the active force in 1956 and brought with it vastly im-
proved speed, range, and payload over previous aircraft – 
qualities useful for high-volume or intertheater operations. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo).

Brand new 63d MAW C-141As on the ramp at Norton AFB, 1967. 
Serial 66-0177 is in foreground which would come to be known 
as “The Hanoi Taxi.” (U.S. Air Force Photo).

In 1958 MATS C-124 Globemaster crews flew over 7,000 flying 
hours, transporting some 5,000 passengers and more than 5,000 
tons of supplies into the Middle East in support of the Lebanese 
government. (U.S. Air Force Photo).
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transport helicopter arm. USAF was convinced that transport aircraft 
should be controlled centrally at theater commander level to preserve 
the mobility, flexibility, and capacity for concentration inherent in 
air forces. USAF positions rested on the Air Force’s longstanding legal 
responsibility for conducting airborne operations and a 1956 clari-
fication ruling out “large-scale movements of sizable Army combat 
units” by Army aviation. Thus, the disagreement between the ser-
vices over ownership and control of 
airlift forces grew deeper. 
 In 1962, the Army adopted the 
airmobile concept, which included 
the formation of air assault divi-
sions equipped with large numbers 
of aircraft for hauling troops into 
battle and providing fire support. 
Separately organized air transport 
brigades, equipped with heavier 
helicopters and Caribou fixed-wing 
transports, would distribute sup-
plies to forward points.
 Air mobility concepts of opera-
tions for both the Army and the 
Air Force were refined in a series 
of field exercises during 1963 and 
1964. Over 200 centrally-con-
trolled USAF transports served in 
SWIFT STRIKE III in 1963, hauling 
34,000 troops and 27,000 tons of cargo into an objective area dur-
ing two weeks of simulated assault and resupply. Exercise GOLD-
FIRE I in 1964 again featured mass deliveries by C-130s and increase 
use of the low-level extraction methods. A small provisional unit 
of USAF CH-3 helicopters performed over 600 assault and resup-
ply sorties. Army concepts were tested in Exercise AIR ASSAULT II 
in October 1964. The results greatly encouraged Army air mobility 
advocates, although one weakness became apparent – the Army’s 
Caribou aircraft and its 2½-ton 
payload were too small to support 
high-volume resupply by air.
 These exercises did not end dis-
agreement between the services, 
but operational progress was un-
deniable. The ability of the C-130 
fleet to conduct forward area op-
erations was evident, and the Army 
recommended to the Secretary of 
Defense that a provisional air as-
sault division be established. C-
130s and C-123s were in place by 
1965 to extend the range, duration, 
and weight of U.S. Army brigades in 
Vietnam. Tactics, techniques and 
procedures drawn from the 1963 
and 1964 field exercises were inte-
grated into operational planners 
of both services. Successful part-
nerships were developed between 
the Air Force airlifters and Army 
brigades in three distinct configu-
rations – airmobile, airborne and 
conventional infantry.
 The early operations of the airborne brigades in Vietnam reflect-
ed the complementary strengths of the helicopter and fixed-wing 
airlift arms. The helicopter was clearly superior to the parachute 
for short-distance assault, but could not match the ability of fixed-
wing transports for moving and resupplying substantial forces over 
medium distances. 

The Vietnam War Redefines Combat Air Mobility
 Vietnam was a “war without fronts” that significantly increased 
the Army’s reliance on airlift and led to the development of an air-
lift management system. It exposed shortcomings in airlift capabili-
ties and posed new challenges for air mobility forces. As U.S. efforts 
grew in Vietnam, USAF used C-47s and C-123s, both of which had 
limitations. With the major buildup after 1964, airlift requirements 

increased sharply, and USAF was 
fortunate to be equipped with Lock-
heed C-130s. The services agreed 
that the Hercules should be used 
routinely and the availability of 
airstrips suitable for them became 
an element in planning operations. 
A new generation of jet-powered 
aircraft dramatically changed the 
capabilities and capacities of the 
global air mobility system during 
this time. 
 A diverse fleet of American air 
elements—Army, Air Force, and 
Marine—served in Vietnam during 
the early sixties. The dominant ele-
ments were fixed-wing and helicop-
ter transport units with missions of 
providing airlift for the Vietnamese 
war effort. Arriving with a small 

force of strike aircraft in November 1961 were four USAF C-47s, their 
foremost task the resupply of isolated camps manned by U.S. Special 
Forces and indigenous irregulars. Deliveries were often by parachute. 
Air commando C-47s were gradually overshadowed by a larger force 
of USAF C-123s, expanding to four 16-ship squadrons by late 1964. 
Besides joining in camp resupply, the 123s lifted Vietnamese infantry 
units to regional airfields about the country and performed country-
wide air logistics services.

 By early 1965, USAF C-130s were 
rotating into Vietnam for periods 
of temporary duty to augment the 
C-123 force in country. These air-
craft were centrally controlled un-
der the USAF-managed Southeast 
Asia Airlift System. Allocations 
and priorities were established 
by theater agencies, and an airlift 
control center at Saigon assigned 
tasks and monitored the progress 
of missions countrywide. Other 
service air transport elements re-
mained outside the central system, 
except for a few Army Caribous oc-
casionally included as a result of 
USAF pressure.
 The primary mission for airlift 
forces in Vietnam was tactical – es-
pecially the airland movement and 
resupply of Army units into forward 
airstrips. USAF airlift became a cru-
cial element in enabling the ability 
of the Army’s airmobile, airborne, 

and infantry brigades to complete their missions. The campaigns of 
1965-66 saw U.S. Army and Air Force officers adjust major differences 
in outlook, finding ways of meshing the capabilities of the fixed-wing 
airlift force into the new procedures of offensive airmobile warfare. 
 The USAF tactical airlift arm performed numerous other tasks in 
Vietnam, many of them highly challenging. The airlifters heavily 
supported Special Forces camps operating in border regions, often 

by airdrop. Air Force transports worked at times in support of U.S. 
Marine forces in the northern provinces of South Vietnam as well, 
especially during the battles there in early 1968. 
 From January through March 1968, 6,000 marines, air force airmen 
and South Vietnamese soldiers defended and held the marine brigade 
base at Khe Sahn for 70 days against 
20,000 enemy attackers with aerial 
sustainment by C-130 and C-123 
aircraft. They delivered 12,430 tons 
of cargo and 2,676 passengers into 
the besieged airbase and took out 
1,574 passengers, many of whom 
were wounded. Under constant fire 
in and out of the base, air mobility 
airman performed heroically in the 
face of danger day after day.
 C-130s performed administra-
tive unit movements to reinforce 
against enemy buildups. Airlifters 
provided routine and continuous 
airlift service throughout Vietnam 
hauling passengers, mail, and cargo 
in sustained operations. During the 
war, the Air Force lost 175 aircraft 
while performing airlift missions 
from 1962 to 1975 from all causes, 
including many aircrew and sup-
port personnel. The necessities and 
lessons learned from combat opera-
tions in Vietnam redefined the role 
of combat air mobility.

Air Refueling in Vietnam
 During the Vietnam War, it was 
common for USAF fighter-bombers flying from Thailand to be re-
fueled from KC-135s en route to their targets in North Vietnam. 
Besides extending their range, this enabled F-105s and F-4s to carry 
more munitions. Tankers were also available for refueling on the 
return flight if required. In addition to ferrying aircraft into the 
theater, aerial refueling made it 
possible for battle-damaged fight-
ers – some with leaking fuel tanks 
– to hook up to the tankers so the 
tanker could feed its engine(s) un-
til they reached a point where they 
could glide to the base and land. 
These efforts saved numerous air-
craft. Air refueling also occurred 
in the Navy with carrier-based 
tankers and in the Marine Corps 
via KC-130s. 

ORGANIZATIONAL
DEVELOPMENTS 

Military Airlift Command Estab-
lished as MAJCOM (1966)
 Military Airlift Command 
(MAC) was established on January 
1, 1966 as a USAF major command 
(MAJCOM) at the height of the 
Vietnam War. It replaced MATS while retaining its command patch 
and headquarters at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. In 1967, the Air 
Force officially changed the designation of all troop carrier units to 
tactical airlift. 

834th Airlift Division
 By 1966 it was clear that a small number of C-130s could move 
brigades to forward airstrips and sustain them over time. This helped 
produce agreement between the Army and Air Force Chiefs of Staff 
to transfer the Caribou fleet to USAF ownership in April 1966. The 

Air Force then renounced owner-
ship of helicopters for air resupply 
roles. Another result was the for-
mation of an in-country airlift air 
division in late 1966 – the 834th 
Airlift Division.
 In October 1966, the 834th Airlift 
Division transferred on paper to Tan 
Son Nhut where it assumed respon-
sibility for controlling all airlift in 
South Viet Nam. The 834th was as-
signed two wings flying C-123s and 
C-7s, plus controlled C-130s rotating 
into Vietnam from elsewhere. The 
division earned two Presidential 
Unit Citations and an Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award with Combat 
“V” Device for its actions, as well as 
being decorated by the Government 
of the Republic of Viet Nam. One 
member of the division, Lt Col Joe 
M. Jackson, was awarded the Medal 
of Honor for rescuing a combat con-
trol team left behind when an air-
field being overrun by the Viet Cong 
was evacuated.
 The 834th Airlift Division estab-
lished new relationships, operating 
concepts and requirements to sup-

port forward operations in Vietnam that laid the groundwork for fu-
ture operations. Among them were embedding liaison officers with 
ground forces, creating Airlift Control Elements (ALCEs) and estab-
lishing criteria for mobile, air transportable facilities from which for-
ward command and control of airlift could be accomplished. 

 By July of 1966, 7th Air Force was 
looking for qualified airlift officers 
at the brigade level to serve as air-
lift advisors. They would be the Air 
Force’s focal point at the warfighter 
level to plan tactical air movements 
and resupply operations. This 
would ensure rapid response to 
emergency airlift requests. The 30 
USAF airlift officers assigned to the 
Army units dramatically improved 
communication, cooperation and 
efficiency between the services, 
and most visibly between the units 
and Military Airlift Command 
(MAC). They were called Tactical 
Airlift Liaison Officers, or TALOs.
 Airlift Control Elements were 
composed of various mission sup-
port elements designed to control, 
coordinate, support, and report mil-
itary airlift operations at locations 
where normal airlift command and 

control and mission support have not been established. Requirements 
were also developed to procure the MAC ALCE Reaction Communica-
tion (MARC) system. This air-transportable shelter would contain suf-
ficient communications equipment to support bare base operational 

U.S. Marines head into combat after being airlifted to Ca Lu 
Combat Base on Highway 9 east of Khe Sanh by a U.S. Air Force 
Fairchild C-123K Provider aircraft (s/n 54-579) of the 311th Air 
Commando Squadron, 315th Air Commando Wing, in January 
1968. In all, the 13 aircraft delivered 475 troops and over six 
tons of equipment in 90 minutes during “Operation Lancaster.” 
(U.S. Marine Corps Photo).

In Vietnam in 1968, C-130 Hercules aircraft resupplied the be-
sieged Marine garrison at Khe Sanh. Exposed to enemy fire, 
C-130s often flew in low to drop pallets of desperately needed 
supplies, as seen here. The C-130 has proven to a superb airlifter 
and a whole lot more. Special versions have operated through-
out the US military services for such diverse duties as satellite 
recovery, aerial spray missions, Arctic icecap resupply, aeromedi-
cal missions, search and rescue, US Special Forces support, aerial 
gunships, special reconnaissance and surveillance missions, fire 
fighting duties, air to air refueling tanker missions, and air com-
mand and control operations. (U.S. Army Photo).
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A US Army C-7 Caribou on the Vung Tau airfield. It is decorated, 
including nose art, for Christmas 1969. (U.S. Army Photo).

An HC-130P tanker refuels an HH-3 “Jolly Green Giant” above 
the jungle canopy in Vietnam. The first air-refuelable helicopter 
to be produced, the HH-3E’s retractable fuel probe and external 
fuel tanks gave it a range limited only by the endurance of the 
aircrew. Circa 1968. (U.S. Air Force Photo).
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requirements and provide an environmentally-controlled work area 
for command and control of airlift.

Establishment of the Airlift Association (1969)
 The Airlift Association began humbly in July 1969 as a reunion of 
about 30 individuals who had served with the 834th Air Division in 
Vietnam. After commanding the division, then Major General William 
“Bill” Moore worked with several former 834th AD members to put to-
gether the event, with the ultimate purpose to elect a committee to plan 
the following year’s symposium and reunion. What began as an annual 
reunion eventually evolved into a professional association that continues 
to support air mobility forces today as 
the Airlift/Tanker Association. 

Operation NICKEL GRASS (1973)
 Air mobility forces demonstrated 
their amazing capabilities during 
the Yom Kippur War in the fall of 
1973. The Arab armies of Syria and 
Egypt attacked Israel on October 6, 
1973, advancing from the Golan 
Heights and across the Suez Canal. 
The war was marked by huge num-
bers of combat equipment lost to 
enemy action, as well as enormous 
consumption rates of ammunition 
and supplies used in prosecuting 
the battle. Over the course of the 
fast-paced conflict and its epic bat-
tles, stocks of all war-related materi-
als for both sides became depleted 
to dangerously low levels. The Arab 
coalition received support and sup-
plies from the Soviet Union via air-
lift within days of the beginning of 
the war. Confronted with a two-front war, inadequate resources and 
significant battle losses, Israel soon turned to the U.S. for help. Faced 
with a difficult and delicate international situation, President Nix-
on ordered an aerial resupply of Israel. It was code-named NICKEL 
GRASS. On October 13, 1973, a week after the invasion but only nine 
hours after the Presidential order, a C-5 loaded with 193,000 pounds 
of cargo was on its way to Israel.
 For the next 32 days, American C-141 and C-5 airlifters flew 567 mis-
sions to deliver over 22,000 tons of equipment and supplies to Israel 
via air, out-performing the Soviet effort even though the U.S. airlift 
had to cover four times the distance and it started five days after the 
Soviet airlift began. During 145 missions, C-5s alone airlifted 10,800 
tons of supplies to Israel, with an average load of 74 tons per flight. 
By comparison, the Soviet Union resupply of the Arab states flew 935 
missions over 40 days to deliver a total of 15,000 tons of supplies, aver-
aging just 16 tons per load. NICKEL GRASS constituted the first major 
test of the C-5, which moved nearly half the tonnage on only 25% of 
the missions. The C-5 was the only aircraft that could carry outsized 
equipment like the Army’s 155mm howitzers and CH-53 helicopters 
plus M-60 and M-48 tanks. Twenty-nine of the C-5 missions airlifted 
tanks that Israel desperately needed and quickly engaged in battle. 
 Operation NICKEL GRASS was a huge success in many ways, and 
demonstrated the decisive role that airlift – and especially the C-5 – 
could play in determining the outcome of a fast-paced conflict. All the 
American equipment that reached Israel before the ceasefire of October 
24 arrived by air and before the first ship loaded with supplies reached 
an Israeli port. The airlift effort delivered the supplies necessary for Israel 
to continue the fight, with many items such as anti-tank weapons, artil-
lery ammunition and tanks engaged in battle just hours after arriving. 
Materials were transferred directly from U.S. airlifters to Israeli trucks 
waiting in long lines for their precious cargo and taken immediately to 

 In the begining there was the NENE* engine. And it was good –  at 5,000lbs 
of thrust, the best jet engine in the world in 1946. Great Britain, economically 
bled white by six years of war, saw the Rolls Royce NENE as an export salva-
tion. Yet when the Russians came a calling with gold for a licensing agreement 
London said, “No thanks, ex-Comrade,” the Royal Air Force having no wish to 
boost Russian fighter and bomber thrust by 50%. However, bowing to air in-
dustry demands ten NENEs were sold to the Soviets. The theory behind the sale 
– Russia would install the NENEs on prototypes, like the 
result, order more. Reverse engineering was not thought 
possible with such an advanced engine. No second order 
came. Nor a single ruble received for the NENE knockoffs 
installed in the 18,000 MIG-15s produced.
      Until 1952 in contrast, the air transport world was en-
tirely prop driven. Turboprop engine promised a modest 
increase in speed but the “golden goose” was a trans-At-
lantic jet transport. It began as a one goose race as Ameri-
can air manufactures were hesitant about civil jet trans-
port development – “Let the government do it through 
us” – they called. This begetting the B-45/B-47/B-52/KC-
135/B-707 transition. In contrast England had an engine, 
an empire and expenses (WW2 type). Enter the COMET.
   Direct government investment put the DeHavilland 
COMET in the air in 1949. The four jet engines buried in its 
wings cut the flight time between London to Johannesburg, 
South Africa, by 60%. Free World airline executives rushed 
to DeHavilland’s doors. Then things got messy. While it 
could fly 10,000 miles south, the COMET could only fly 
700 miles east, as by a WW2 “Gentleman’s Agreement”  
both the UK and the US had to agree on third country tech 
transfers. The COMET had British engines but was filled 
with US black boxes. As downline stations usually had a 
spare engine and critical-to-flight instruments on-hand 
the US did not want another NENE or B-29-into-TU-4 fi-
asco. DeHavilland suggested putting the items into bonded 
warehouses but the Americans pointed out the East European “guardians” would 
be selected by the Russian secret police (who would also handle recovery of items 
from a crash site). 
    Enter the Russian TU-16 BADGER bomber. The Tupolev TU-16 was very siimil-
iar to the COMET in dimensions, wing buried engines and performance. The 
TU-16 first flighted and was sighted in 1952. This somewhat vacated the “ad-
vanced technology transfer” argument. British Overseas Airways Corpora-
tion COMETs soon bored eastward, then into the ground!
   Being a very advanced aircraft the first COMET fatality crash, on 3 March 
1953, was blamed on pilot error and weather in the post takeoff segment. Two 
follow-on crashes produced extensive debris fields.  After #3, on 10 January 
1954, the fleet was grounded. A  two year investigation revealed metal fatigue 
via constant repressurization. A better COMET flew two years later but so did 
a better transport, the Boeing B-707. Only 114 COMETs were produced, 44 go-
ing to the RAF (a Save-The-Aero-Flag gesture?). Boeing built 1,100 commercial 
707s, Tupolev built 201 passenger versions of its TU-16, the TU-104, retaining a 
bombardier’s nose for its navigator.
 Ten years after entering service and despite its speed-over-life legacy, China 
wanted to buy 20 COMETS. Actually China wanted to buy 101 seat Vickers 
TRIDENTS (= B-727), but the US vetoed the sale, seeing this as upping China’s 
troop airlifting capacity to Tibet by 60% (important as a unfavorable-to-India 
border clash had occurred in 1962). Seeing ChiCom Kamikaze COMETs nuking 
Hawaii and Alaska the US also vetoed the COMET sale. The British were not 

Book Review
by Captain Murdoch Moore, USAF Ret

COLD WAR AT 30,000 FEET
The Anglo-American Fight For Aviation Supremacy

by Jeffrey A. Engel, 2007,  Harvard University Press, Cambridge

Though the cover features B-29s bombing 
Korea, Cold War at 30,000 Feet is not an “Air 
Combat” book – it’s more a history about 
international aerospace production poli-
tics. (Courtesy Photo).
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amused by the latter veto, as China had yet to even explode a nuclear device!
 China then took an aviation Great Leap Backward – it requested turbo-
propped Vickers VISCOUNTs (= P-3 with 75 seats). Again the US said, “No sale!” 
However, Pakistan International Airways (PIA) had five VISCOUNTs up for sale. 
China agreed to buy them. As the VISCOUNTs were second hand, and Pakistan 
was America’s only ally in the Indian sub-contentant, no major US objections 
were raised. As the VISCOUNTs vectored north, the UK Vickers crowd vectored 

west. “If China already has VISCOUNTs, why can’t we 
sell them new ones?” Logic prevailed. Twenty six factory 
fresh VISCOUNTS soon headed east.
 Here the air plot thickens! PIA also had TRIDENTS, 
which were unpopular with its aircrews. They wanted B-
737s. PIA needed cash to buy the Boeings. China had cash 
for TRIDENTS. Ally + second hand = TRIDENTS in China 
= 33 new TRIDENTS flying from the United Kingdom to 
the MIddle Kingdom.
 As China’s CAAC could now roar into international 
airports, dragon-like, her leaders were happy, except De-
fense Minister Lin Baio. A Long March veterian and Mao 
confidant, Baio thought Mao had strayed from True Com-
munism (= Soviet type). In September 1971, he attempted 
a coup. It failed. Baio’s TRIDENT command post headed 
west, fast! Over Outer Mongolia fuel and range hit zero. 
No one survived the crash. After a very short survey the 
accident investigation team headed back to Peking bear-
ing black boxes. And Lin Baio’s head!
 Five months after Baio exited China’s airspace, Presi-
dent Nixon entered it in a Boeing, offering Boeings. The 
US air industry was in a severe slump. It was an elec-
tion year. American job security issues (votes) trumped 
Asian national security issues (no votes). A bridge of Boe-
ings soon flew into China (rival McDonald Douglas as-
sembling DC-9s there). And what of the Bamboo Barrier 
Busting Brits? Their calls went unanswered as they had 

kowtowed to American air interest one too many times.
    Back in the USSR things were not going well. In 1968 Russia’s “captive” 
airline market was shaken when six factory fresh British Aircraft Corporation 
BAC-111s (= DC-9)  flew into Romania. The US raised no objections as Roma-
nia’s political-thug-turned-president Nicolae Ceausescu was always tweaking 
Russia’s nose (e.g. not participating in the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czecho-
lovokia). Three B-707s followed in 1974. Poland’s LOT bought four B-757s in 
1979. In 1980 the UK and Romania announced a co-production of BAC-111s, 
ROMBAC seeing an initial Behind-The-Iron Curtain market for 80 aircraft. The 
Russians raised no objections as the Commie CRAF would gain 6,400 seats! Be-
sides they were busy invading Afganistan (never a good idea!). Like the invasion 
the BAC-111 deal was a bust. On average only one ROMBAC jet transport roared 
off the production line PER YEAR! ROMBAC + Eastern European communism 
folded in 1989. Ceausescu’s last act as president was stopping a bullet from hit-
ting the execution wall. 
 No Soviet leader went to a revolutionary wall in 1991, but their jobs did.  In 
order to survive market forces, Russian aircraft manufacturers dropped dead 
weight Soviet managers and overweight aircraft. What a generation ago was 
unthinkable, today is a reality, a version of the wide-body Tupolev 204 flies 
with Rolls Royce engines - THIS TIME PAID FOR!

*A centrifugal compressor turbojet engine named after the River Nene in keep-
ing with the Rolls Royce tradition of naming its early jet engines after rivers. 

Israeli supply distribution points. The pace of offload never slackened. 
Once it became clear that the United States was committed and able to 
sustain this logistical effort by air, the tide of battle turned and cease-fire 
negotiations began. America’s air mobility forces had again risen to the 
occasion and performed with strategic, decisive impact.

CONCLUSION

 By 1974, air mobility forces had clearly established themselves as the 
backbone of deterrence and a foundational, indispensable element of 
U.S. military operations and the American way of war. Within Strate-
gic Air Command, KC-135 tankers stood alert on the frontlines of the 

Cold War and extended the reach 
and endurance of air refueling ca-
pable aircraft everywhere. Tactical 
and strategic airlift capabilities had 
grown enormously with the intro-
duction of aircraft like the C-130, 
C-141 and C-5. Combat operations 
in Vietnam defined and expanded 
air mobility concepts of operations. 
 Whether acknowledged or not, 
theater and strategic airlift arms 
were increasingly interconnected 
and mutually supporting during 
the Vietnam conflict. MAC person-
nel involved in strategic airlift mis-
sions needed to be prepared for tac-
tical operations, while the reverse 
was true for tactical airlift forces 
assigned to theater commanders. 
 In 1974, the Air Force acknowl-
edged this and consolidated virtu-
ally all of its airlift capabilities under 
MAC. This finally realized the dream 
of General William Tunner and other 

advocates for establishing a single organization responsible for managing 
all airlift forces, operating a global system, providing resources to theater 
commanders, and developing operating concepts and doctrine. 
 The Vietnam experience elevated the role of air mobility from 
an important and valuable adjunct of war to an indispensable cen-
tral element of the American way of war. The great majority of U.S. 
military personnel deployed to the conflict traveled by air instead 
of by sea for the first time in history, as did an increased volume of 
supplies, material and equipment. Air mobility also became the pri-
mary means for moving soldiers and marines around the battlefield, 
whether transported by Air Force or Army fixed wing aircraft or via 
Army and Marine Corps helicopters. 
 From 1950-1974, a new league of airmen forged America’s air mo-
bility force by building alliances, establishing partnerships and ex-
ercising teamwork on a global scale. The stage was now set for even 
greater contributions by global air mobility forces towards U.S. na-
tional security objectives – because of engaged mobility airmen and 
their excellence in action. 

PART 3:
Realizing the Dream - The Ascendance of

Rapid Global Air Mobility 1974-2017
will appear in the Fall 2017 A/TQ 
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New to the U.S. Air Force fleet, the C-5 proved itself in Operation 
NICKEL GRASS, in the fall of 1973 during the 1973 Arab–Israeli 
War. The first C-5 airlifter to land at Lod/Ben-Gurion air complex 
near Tel Aviv, Israel, delivered 97 tons of 105 mm howitzer shells. 
C-5s also hauled in oversize items like tractors, helicopters, and 
M-60 tanks (above). Operation NICKEL GRASS is justifiably called 
“the airlft that saved Isreal.” (U.S. Air Force Photo).
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was, they just told me it was really tough 
and that I should start doing a lot of physi-
cal training,” Kristoffersen said.
 Before arriving, fellow Ravens at Pápa 
AB prepared Kristoffersen for the course 
by working with him on his PT and giv-
ing him an introduction to use-of-force 

techniques, baton movements and verbal 
judo, a technique used by Ravens to de-
escalate a potential threat.
 “It’s the first class I’ve taken in the U.S., 
and it’s by far, the toughest course I’ve ever 
been to,” Kristoffersen said.

 He went on to describe the course as be-
ing structured similarly to the boot camp 
he went through in 2007, and he quickly 
realized he had to let go of any ego, go with 
the flow and do his best throughout the 
course. Kristoffersen’s efforts did not go un-
noticed as he excelled in both the RedMan 
qualification test and PT throughout the 
course.
 “He’s eager to learn, shows a lot of effort 
and it’s obvious he wants to be here,” said 
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Norwegian Airman Graduates Phoenix Raven Course
By Tech. Sgt. Jamie Powell, Expeditionary Center

 When a 6’4” bearded Norwegian man 
chants the words, “A viking defending with 
his ax and shield, faithful and strong until 
the mountain falls,” before he engages in 
combat, it’s easy to envision a battle scene 
from over a 1,000 years ago.
 Instead, Royal Norwegian Air Force Capt. 
Karl Otto Kristoffersen was about to engage 
in his first RedMan qualification fight, as 
part of the Phoenix Raven Course at the 
U.S. Air Force Expeditionary Operations 
School, at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehu-
rst, N.J., and would soon face a barrage of 
attacks by instructors to test his ability in 
the warrior circle.
 “I wanted to motivate everyone, and I 
think it worked,” said Kristoffersen, who 
is a member of the Royal Norwegian Air 
Force’s security forces.
 Kristoffersen was chosen from a group of 
11 candidates to lead a multi-national fly-
away program called Heavy Airlift Wing 
Combat Security, or HAWCS, at Pápa Air 
Base, Hungary, in support of the Strategic 
Airlift Capability.
 SAC, established in 2008, is a multi-na-
tional program that provides its 12 mem-
ber nations with assured access to military 
airlift capability by owning and operating 
three C-17 Globemaster III aircraft. There, 
Kristoffersen will work in a Raven team, 
which consists of three U.S. Airmen, two 
Swedes and one other Norwegian.
 Despite his country’s mandatory year of 
conscription, Kristoffersen, who grew up 
in Kongsberg, Norway, never gave much 
thought to a career in the military. Know-
ing he wanted to stay close to home, he 
applied for an NCO course with the King’s 
Guard that would station him in nearby 
Oslo.
 “At the time, I was too fat,” 
Kristoffersen said laughing, 
“So they sent me up north to 
do my mandatory guard duty.”
 After his time in the “cold, 
dark North,” he went on to a 
security forces NCO course in Kjevik, after 
which he was assigned as team lead for a 
quick reaction unit. In 2010, he applied and 
was accepted to the Royal Norwegian Air 
Force Academy.
 Shortly after arriving at Pápa AB, he 
was told he had to take the Phoenix Raven 
course and before he could finish inpro-
cessing his new unit, Kristoffersen was on a 
plane to New Jersey.
 “When I asked them what that course 

Staff Sgt. Adonteng Evans, a Phoenix Raven 
instructor with the 421st Combat Training 
Squadron. “Even though some of our PT 
regimine was not what he’s was used to, I 
never saw him quit.”
 During the intense 22-day course, in-
structors cover such subjects as cross-
cultural awareness, legal considerations, 
embassy operations, airfield survey tech-
niques, explosive ordnance awareness, air-
craft searches, and unarmed self-defense 
techniques. Students are exposed to more 
than 70 use-of-force scenarios where stress 
is simulated using role players. Training 
includes instruction and realistic practical 
exercises in anti-terrorism, force protec-
tion, weapon system security, verbal judo, 
combatives, tactical baton employment and 
advanced firearms proficiency.
 “I think the most important skill I ac-
quired [during this course] was the verbal 
judo,” Kristoffersen said after graduating. 
“I started to understand the importance of 
how to generate voluntary compliance in 
austere environments; it will be an essential 
part of my job.”
 Before Kristoffersen, service members 
from New Zealand, the United Kingdom’s 
Royal Air Force as well as two others from 
Norway attended the course. Kristoffersen, 
being the third Airman from his country to 
graduate, earned Raven number N03.  
 “I think the partnerships are great be-
cause aircraft security is not just a challenge 
for U.S. forces,” said Lt. Col. Scott Davis, 
the 421st Combat Training Squadron com-
mander. “Having partner nations with a 
Raven-like capability is a great force multi-
plier for contingency operations around the 
world.”
 During the 29 August graduation ceremony, 

Davis addressed the newly ap-
pointed Ravens and gave them 
their charge.
 “The world needs you,” Da-
vis said. “Turn on the news 
any given day and you can 

see what’s going on out there. We need you 
because there’s a demand from the most 
senior leaders of our country and our coali-
tion to send aircraft into harm’s way to do 
our nation’s work.”
 Kristoffersen returned to Pápa AB, where 
he’ll once again join his fellow Ravens, but 
this time, he’s returning a fully qualified 
Raven himself, capable of providing the es-
sential leadership for the fly-away security 
team there.

Capt. Karl Otto Kristoffersen, with the Roy-
al Norwegian Air Force, graduated from 
the Phoenix Raven course at the United 
States Air Force Expeditionary Operation 
School on Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehu-
rst, New Jersey, 26 August. Capt. Kristoffer-
sen attended the Phoenix Raven course as 
a requirement for his job as team lead for 
a multi-national fly away program called 
Heavy Airlift Combat Security at Pápa Air 
Base, Hungary. (Courtesy Photos).

“It’s the first class I’ve taken in the U.S., and it’s 
by far, the toughest course I’ve ever been to.”

—Capt. Karl Otto Kristoffersen, Royal Norwegian Air Force

UK RAF Completes Landing Trials
of A400M Transport Aircraft
 In early September the UK Royal Air Force 
(RAF) announced that it’s new A400M four-
engine turboprop military transport air-
craft has successfully completed soft surface 
landing tests.
 The two week-long landing trials were 
conducted at former RAF Woodbridge.
 These trials witnessed the Airbus-built 
A400M Atlas landing on a pre-prepared dirt 
surface, which was artificially softened by 23 
Parachute Engineer Regiment for the task.
 RAF captain Mark Davies said “This has 
been an example of developing air manoeu-
vre potential, through partnerships.”
 The aircraft, which will soon achieve full 
operating capability, will be brought into 
the RAF’s Air Mobility Fleet.
 Air Officer Commanding number 2 
Group air vice-marshal Gavin Parker said: 
“This is an incredibly important trial…[the]
A400M Atlas will be a very important air-
craft for the Royal Air Force and the Army 
as we move forwards.”
 With an ability to carry heavy loads into 

austere locations, the A400M Atlas is bridg-
ing the gap between strategic and tactical 
flying, RAF said in a statement.
 Atlas will provide additional air mobility 
support to the RAF by delivering lifesaving 
humanitarian aid equipment worldwide.
 The project was backed by the British 
Army, Airbus, local council and forestry 
commission.
 “A400M Atlas will be a very important 
aircraft for the Royal Air Force and the 
Army as we move forwards.”
 Airbus had launched A400M in 2003 to 
cater to the needs of seven European na-
tions regrouped within OCCAR, including 
Belgium, France, Germany, Luxemburg, 
Spain, Turkey and the UK, with Malaysia 
joining in 2005.
 The airlifter is already in service with 
the French and Turkish Air Forces in Af-
ghanistan, the Central African Republic, 
African’ Sahel Region, Mali and in the 
Middle East to support the air operations 
over Iraq and Syria.

RAAF KC-30A
Refuels USAF F16s 
During PITCH 
BLACK 2016 Exercise
 On 19 July, for the first time, U.S. Air 
Force F-16C aircraft deployed to Exercise 
PITCH BLACK 16 (PB16) in partnership 
with the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 
KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport. The 
RAAF KC-30A flew non-stop with six F-16Cs 
from Kadena Air Base, Japan to RAAF Base 
Darwin in just over six hours.

 RAAF Group Captain (GPCAPT) Adam 
Williams, Officer Commanding of No. 86 
Wing, said it was the first time that a RAAF 
air-to-air refuelling tanker deployed in 
support of U.S. Air Force fighter aircraft to 
Australia.
 “The KC-30A conducted 35 contacts 
with the six F-16Cs, transferring a total of 
55.8 tonnes of fuel to the F-16Cs, or nearly 
70,000 litres,” GPCAPT Williams said. “The 
air-to-air refuelling boom on the KC-30A 
performed well, with no significant issues.”
 “Despite some periods of moderate turbu-
lence en route, they completed the 5,400-ki-
lometre journey safely,” Williams said.
 Return trips saw the KC-30A deploy a 
total of 12 F-16Cs with the 14th Fighter 
Squadron in the week prior to PB16.
 Commander of the 14th FS, Lt. Col. Mark 
Heusinkveld, said the support provided by 
the KC-30A was a testament to the interop-
erability between partner nations at PB16.
 “The refueling not only provides mutu-
ally beneficial training between U.S. and 
Australian air forces, but also demonstrates 
the close military ties between our nations,” 
Lt. Col. Mark Heusinkveld said.
 “It’s always advantageous when train-
ing opportunities like these present them-
selves,” Heusinkveld added.
 The deployment builds on successful re-
fuelling trials between the RAAF KC-30A 
and U.S. Air Force F-16s assigned to Ed-
wards Air Force Base, Calif., conducted in 
late 2015 and early 2016.

A Royal Australian Air Force KC-30A Multi-
Role Tanker Transport during air-to-air 
refuelling trials with a USAF F-16 fighter. 
December 2015. (Australian Ministry of 
Defence Photo).

Aerial Porters Set Airlift Record
 The 721st Aerial Port Squadron, which is 
part of the 521st Air Mobility Operations 
Wing at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, set a 
record July 27 for the 
heaviest cargo loaded 
onto a B747-400 com-
mercial aircraft in 
support of a channel 
mission.
  To achieve the re-
cord, the aerial porters 
planned and packed 
120 tons of construc-
tion material onto 31 
single pallets and five two-pallet trains, and 
then loaded the pallets onto the cargo plane 
bound for Afghanistan.  
  To give this feat context, the typical 

maximum load for a 747 is 100 tons, and 
the maximum peacetime load for a C-5 
Galaxy, the largest military cargo plane, is 

75 tons.
  “This efficient use 
of airlift saved the 
need for additional as-
sets to support cargo 
requirements, a cost 
savings to the Defense 
Transportation Sys-
tem as a whole,” said 
Paulette Pardue, 618 
Air Operations Cen-

ter Global Channel Operations director at 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.
 The record-setting effort was just part of 
a busy week for the aerial porters.
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 The secretary of the Air Force announced 
recently that Headquarters Air Mobility 
Command will consolidate with Headquar-
ters Military Airlift Command, effective 1 
October 2016. 
  With this, AMC will add 51 years to its 
history, tracing its lineage back to 29 May 
1941 and the Air Corps Ferry Command.
 “This consolidation makes AMC the old-
est major command in the Air 
Force,” said Gen. Carlton D. 
Everhart, AMC commander. 
“For more than 75 years, Mo-
bility Airmen have been criti-
cal to growing global reach 
and operational agility for 
the joint warfighter. As we inherit the rich 
history of MAC, we will continue to build 
upon their legacy through our dedication 
to rapid global mobility.”
  The Air Force established the Air Mobil-
ity Command in 1992 as part of a post-Cold 
War reorganization that inactivated three 
major commands, Military Airlift Com-
mand, Strategic Air Command and Tacti-
cal Air Command. These three major com-
mands were replaced with two new major 
commands, Air Mobility Command and Air 

AMC Consolidates with MAC
by Master Sgt. Kristine Dreyer, Air Mobility Command Public Affairs, Scott AFB, Illinois

Combat Command. 
 Through this change, AMC received the 
airlift and aeromedical evacuation mission 
from MAC along with the air refueling mis-
sion from SAC.
 During that same year, U.S. Strategic 
Command was established as a unified 
command of the Department of Defense. 
As a result, the Air Force authorized the 

use of the SAC emblem while AMC used 
the MAC emblem and ACC used the TAC 
emblem. Although this decision helped 
preserve the emblems of the Air Force’s in-
activated commands, there was no lineage 
connecting the new organizations and the 
old ones with their predecessors. 
 “This created confusion as an emblem 
should belong to one organization only,” said 
Ellery Wallwork, AMC command historian. 
“In 1992, the Air Force reorganized to acknowl-
edge the diminishing traditional division be-

“As we inherit the rich history of MAC, we will
continue to build upon their legacy through our

dedication to rapid global mobility.”
 —Gen. Carlton D. Everhart, AMC commander

tween strategic and tactical missions. This 
inappropriate use of another organization’s 
emblem continued to cause confusion over the 
separation of AMC and MAC ever since.”
 In 2009, the Air Force redesignated and 
reactivated the inactivated SAC as the Air 
Force Global Strike Command.
 In an effort to eliminate the confusion and 
validate the use of past command emblems, 

the Air Force Historical Research 
Agency advocated for the AMC 
consolidation with MAC along 
with the ACC consolidation 
with TAC, said Wallwork.
 Now that MAC and AMC 
share one genealogical line, the 

history of the two organizations will re-
main a part of the Air Force’s active history.
 “AMC now shares in the honors and 
campaign streamers earned by MAC,” said 
Wallwork. “All of this does not lessen the 
creation of AMC in 1992 which still high-
lights the mission merger of MAC’s airlift 
and aeromedical evacuation with SAC’s air 
refueling force creating the strong mobility 
team that has been so successful in meeting 
today’s global peacetime, contingency and 
humanitarian missions.”

McChord Hosts International Partners for Mobility Guardian Prep
By Staff Sgt. Naomi Shipley, 62nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs
 The 62nd Airlift Wing hosted more than 
20 air crew members from Belgium, the 
United Kingdom, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
Canada, Taiwan, Brazil and Australia 21 
September, as part of Air Mobility Com-
mand’s Mobility Guardian in progress re-
view at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.
 Mobility Guardian is AMC’s next genera-
tion exercise. It is a re-build of Rodeo on a 
larger scale and is scheduled for August 2017.  
 Lt. Col. Dan DeYoung, Joint Base Lewis-
McChord director for Mobility Guardian, 
said the group here this week is conducting 
a sort of walk through for the logistics.
 “It’s a planning conference basically,” 
DeYoung said. “This one is focused on how 
to integrate our international participants 
into next year’s exercise.”
 Next year these international partners 
will be flying their own aircraft and crews 
out here to participate.
 In the past, Rodeo included international 
partners as competitors, but this year they 
will serve more as joint forces.
 “This is the premier exercise for Mo-
bility Air Forces [or the MAF as it is com-
monly referred to]” said DeYoung. “We are 
exercising every aspect of what we provide 
as the Mobility Air Forces – air drop, air re-
fueling, aeromedical evacuation, air land, 
strategic or tactical, joint forcible entry 

and contingency response.”
 JBLM will serve as the primary hub for 
operations for Mobility Guardian, which 

means planning for the exercise is being 
conducted largely out of the base.
 “It is very complex to plan an exercise 
of this scale,” DeYoung said. “We’ve spent 
a good part of this year planning and over 
the course of the next year we will be plan-
ning the two-week exercise.”
 There is a reason why so much time is 

being invested in Mobility Guardian and 
it’s because of its magnitude and impact.
 “This is going to be a train-like-you-fight 
exercise,” added DeYoung. “This will test us 
to be more prepared and the scenario that’s 
being created is one that is plausible. We are 
exercising our capabilities in Mobility Guard-
ian, where in the past we have served more as 
support, others will be supporting us.”
 Royal New Zealand Air Force Flight Lt. Ju-
liet Foster said she was overwhelmed with 
the size of the base, but that she typically is, 
because the RNZAF only has approximately 
3,000 members total.
 “I think it’s going to be a phenomenal ex-
ercise,” said Foster. “It’s much bigger scale 
than what we’re used to, but we will have 
the ability to cater to anything we want to 
train for.”
 She also explained how significant it is 
for us as coalition forces to train together.
 “It’s important for us to work together, 
because it’s practical,” Foster said. “As an 
Air Force we’re so small, so we’re usually 
operating overseas with other nations. 
And having good relationships with 
America, Canada, the U.K., Australia and 
all the other nations here is really impor-
tant, because knowing who to talk to dur-
ing operations is important and this is the 
forum for it.”

Air crew members from Belgium, the 
United Kingdom, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
Canada, Taiwan, Brazil and Australia load 
onto a McChord C-17 Globemaster III 21 
September 2016, as part of Air Mobility 
Command’s Mobility Guardian in progress 
review at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash-
ington. (Air Force photo/ Staff Sgt. Naomi 
Shipley)
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AIR MOBILITYClassics
 Most of us are well acquainted with the classic Douglas “DC” 
series commercial airliners and their military counterparts; the 
DC-3 (C-47), DC-4 (C-54), and DC-6 (C-118). But have you ever won-
dered about the conspicuously missing DC-5 designation? Yes, there 
was a DC-5, and it also served in uniform, as the C-110 for the US 
Army and R3D for the US Navy and Marines.
 In 1938 the Douglas Aircraft Company was busy filling orders 
from airline and military customers for it’s revolutionary DC-3/C-47. 
Despite the success of the legendary “Gooney-bird,” the company 
was not content to rest on its laurels. Douglas continued to analyze 
the market, and they perceived a need for an aircraft designed for 
short-haul feeder routes, what we’d call a commuter airliner today. 
So during the summer of 1938, the company began work on a “little 
brother” for the larger and longer range DC-3. The design they came 
up with for the 16-passenger aircraft presented a very different look 
compared to the DC-3. Although both were twin engine, all-metal 
retractable gear monoplanes, the DC-5 had a high wing and tricycle 
landing gear, in comparison to the low wing and conventional gear 
of the DC-3. The design was strongly influenced by the just-complet-
ed work the company had done on its DB-7 bomber, which became 
the A-20 Havoc in USAAF service. 
 Douglas quickly received advanced orders for 28 aircraft…21 civil 
versions and seven ordered by the US Navy (three for its use and 
four for the USMC). The aircraft made its maiden flight on 20 Febru-
ary 1939, but aerodynamic problems in the form of tail buffeting 
were immediately apparent. The fix turned out to be a redesign of 
the horizontal tail surfaces to incorporate increased dihedral. Un-
fortunately, the redesign was not completed until after the start of 
World War II, and 17 of the 21 civil aircraft orders were cancelled. 
The four aircraft ordered by Dutch airline KLM were the only orders 
that remained. They were intended for service in Europe, but by the 
time they were ready for delivery in early 1940, Holland was on the 
verge of being overrun by the Germans. The DC-5s ended up be-
ing evenly transferred to Dutch airline operations in the Caribbean 
and the Dutch East Indies (present day Indonesia). In 1941 the two 
Caribbean aircraft were also moved to the Pacific, just in time to be 
caught up in the Japanese invasion of the Dutch East Indies. One 

was captured by the Japanese and later pressed into service with the 
Japanese Army Air Force as a navigation trainer, but the other three 
were successfully evacuated to Australia. They were purchased by 
the US Army, designated C-110As, and assigned to the 21st Trans-
port Squadron, which operated a motley assortment of impressed 
civilian airliners, converted bombers and too-few standard military 
transports. The C-110s were camouflaged and wore US national in-
signia as well as Australian civil registrations. They were flown by 
mixed USAAF, RAAF and Dutch civilian aircrews. Of the trio, only 
44-83232 survived the war, and this airframe went on to enjoy a col-
orful postwar career. Sold for scrap to Australian National Airways, 
she was rebuilt and flown in passenger service until 1947, when sold 
to New Holland Airways. In 1948, the aircraft was surreptitiously 
flown to Israel, where she performed both transport and bombing 
missions for the young Israeli Air Force. 
 The US Navy-ordered aircraft were of three distinct variants. The 
three R3D-1s were 16-seat personnel transports for use by the Navy. 
One crashed prior to delivery, but the other two served as base util-
ity aircraft until stricken from the inventory after the war. The four 
R3D-2s acquired for the Marines were cargo aircraft, with a large side 
door, although they could also be configured with 22 troop seats for 
paratroop operations. One of the R3D-2s had the dubious distinc-
tion of being shot down by a Japanese submarine in early 1942. The 
surviving USMC aircraft were all retired on 31 October 1946. The 
sole R3D-3 was a unique aircraft. It was actually the prototype DC-5 
that was impressed by the USN on 2 February 1942. At the time of 
impressment, it was the personal aircraft of William E. Boeing, presi-
dent of the Boeing Aircraft Company (why Boeing chose an aircraft 
built by a major competitor is a mystery). The aircraft was used by 
the Navy for “Project Baker” blind-flying experiments before passing 
out of military service on 30 June 1946.
 Despite the short service life and limited success of the DC-5 as 
a civilian and military transport, the aircraft did exhibit features 
that would define future cargo aircraft; tricycle landing gear, a high 
wing, and a cargo floor that was parallel to the ground. Circum-
stance, more than any aircraft shortcomings, conspired to make the 
DC-5 the least known of the famous Douglas transport line. 

USAAF DOUGLAS C-110 / USN R3D-1 / USMC R3D-2

Air Mobility Classics is a recurring feature contributed by Lt Col Douglas H. Lloyd, USAF Ret.
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