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ON THE COVER: In keeping with the 2015 A/TA Convention and AMC & A/TA Symposium theme – “Mobility Airmen:
Excellence in Action – Past, Present and Future!” – this edition of A/TQ features the first installment of a three part
series designed to highlight the accomplishments of Mobility Airmen across time. Part 1: The Foundation of Rapid
Global Air Mobility 1915-1949, by Col Greg Cook, USAF (Ret), is illustrated through the use of vintage photographs
and unit patches. (Illustration by Collin Bakse, editor & art director, A/TQ).
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That “Can Do” Spirit!

First, I want the thank Greg Cook for this
issue’s cover story. Greg went way above and
beyond by actually creating a three part series
which will span this, as well as next couple
of issues, of A/TQ! The series is a history of
America’s Air Mobility odyssey with an emphasis on the people, the Air Mobility Warriors, who made, and make, things happen. So,
Thanks Greg!
And, second, I would like to recount a story that I stumbled upon, while searching for
photos to accompany Greg’s story, that illustrates America’s “Can Do” spirit, and while it
is not, per se, a military story, it involves an
idea that would eventually lead to America’s
ability to provide worldwide rapid mobility. It
is the story of America’s first aerial refueling,
not the first military aerial refueling, nor the
famous flight of the “Question Mark,” but the
actual first time Americans decided to refuel an
aircraft in flight.
It was 1921, and Wesley “Wes” May, Frank
Hawks and Earl Daugherty had devised a devilishly simple plan, as in daredevilish, and proceeded to carry it out! On 12 November, Wes
strapped a 5 gallon can of gas onto his back
and climbed into the passenger seat of Frank’s
Lincoln Standard biplane and the two took off.
Earl Daugherty likewise took to the sky in his
Curtiss Jenny. At an altitude of around 1,000
feet, Earl carefully approached the Lincoln
Standard while Wes climbed on top of its wing
and worked his way out to the right wingtip.
Then, as they had done during previous
barnstorming events, Earl closed in on, and just
above, the Lincoln Standard. Wes grabbed hold
of the bottom left wing’s under wing strut on
the Curtiss Jenny and pulled himself up onto
the lower wing, grabbed the struts and wires
and, as Earl and Frank gently banked away
from each other, worked his way to the front
passenger cockpit of the Curtiss Jenny. Wes
then had access to the fuel tank that was
located behind the engine.
Wes carefully opened the fuel tank’s cap,
being careful to avoid the gas blowing off, he
poured the 5 gallons into the Jenny’s gas tank
before sitting down in the cockpit and strapping in. After that, all that was needed was just
a routine landing!
With the success of the operation, two things
became apparent. First, aerial fuel transfers
were clearly demonstrated to be possible. Second, it was equally apparent that the method
taken by Wes, Frank and Earl was more than
a little impractical and not the stuff of professional aviators in the military. But it didn’t take
the military long to devise a somewhat safer
plan, and on 27-28 August 1923, America’s first
military aerial refueling mission remained aloft
for more than 37 hours using nine mid-air refuelings to transfer 687 gallons of aviation gasoline and 38 gallons of engine oil.
Aerial refueling was off to a flying start!

Chairman’s

Comments

Greetings and welcome to Orlando! We are so glad you could join
us…and for those of you reading this month’s edition who are not
with us…please know that we have you in our thoughts…and we
only hope you can join us next year.
This is going to be another wonderful event. I certainly want to
welcome each and every one of you. We are glad so many of our
civic leaders are joining us from around the country. We also welcome our Total Force Airmen—Active, Guard, Reserve and civilians…Mobility Airmen one and all. A very special welcome to all
our distinguished guests and presenters, it’s a wonderful time to be
in the Air Force and the Mobility Business. This is a critical time for
our nation and I am sure there will be plenty to discuss as you meet
Gen Arthur J. Lichte
one another in the hallways or the seminar rooms or the technolUSAF, Ret
ogy exhibition. I also want to welcome our industry partners and
thank you for supporting this organization. We simply could not conduct this event without
your strong support.
I am very happy that Gen Everhart is joining us. We look forward to hearing his views on
where AMC is heading as he addresses our convention for the first time as commander.
This year’s theme is Mobility Airmen Excellence in Action—Past, Present and Future! I
think we captured all of you in that theme and we want to emphasize how we all help to
preserve the mobility culture. In that light, we were hoping to highlight the remaining four
founding fathers of our Association…Unfortunately, Maj Gen Tom Sadler passed away about
a week before I wrote this article. He will be missed. Men like General Sadler passed on our
mobility legacy to us and now all of us work to preserve it. The good news is that the three remaining founding fathers, Bob Ellington, Jimmy Maturo and Hank Van Gieson, are planning
to attend the Symposium. I know you all will want to meet them and hear their stories of days
gone by.
Another person I want to highlight is our A/TA President, CMSgt (Ret) Mike Reynolds. This
is his last year serving as our President and the good news is he has agreed to stay on as a
member of the Board of Advisors. Mike has done an amazing job for this organization and we
are glad we are going to keep his talent and knowledge fully engaged with the Advisors.
Of course, with everyone who departs, we rely on someone to step up and fill the ranks.
CMSGT (Ret) Mike Kerver has agreed to do that. He is no stranger to Mobility Operations as he
was the AMC Command Chief not too long ago. Welcome aboard, Mike. You have big shoes
to fill, but you have never been one to shrink from a big task.
Also stepping down this year are Maj Gen (Ret) Buck Marr and Col (Ret) Bob Dawson. I want
to thank them for the great job they have done and I want to welcome MGen (Ret) John Becker
and Col (Ret) Cary Walgamott who will be stepping into their jobs. Just like active duty….lots
of changes, but the organization continues to move forward.
We have lots going on at this event and I hope you get to enjoy all of it. We look forward to
seeing all of you and hope to get your thoughts and ideas as to how to make A/TA even better
as we head toward our 50th Anniversary. Enjoy yourselves and be proud of what you do. Our
nation could not afford to be without you.
Art Lichte

Collin Bakse, editor
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Welcome to Orlando and the 47h Annual

President’s

Secretary’s Notes

Message

Welcome to Orlando and the 2015 Airlift/Tanker Association
Convention and Air Mobility Technology Exposition and the Air
Mobility Command and A/TA Symposium. This is our 47th Annual
gathering! I feel honored and privileged to serve as your President
and what I enjoy most about our convention is meeting and speaking with each of you, because I learn much about what A/TA can do
to improve and remain relevant into the future each time we talk.
You, our members, are so critical to our success.
Congratulations to our 2015 A/TA Annual Award Recipients and
their families. We look forward to recognizing you this week. I
would also like to congratulate the Air Force Reserve and Air NaCMSgt Mike Reynolds tional Guard Outstanding Air Mobility Wings. A/TA truly is a total
force association. We are all very proud of you and look forward to
USAF, Ret
your continued accomplishments.
Our Hall of Fame (HOF) selection process is completed and the Inductees for this year are
the C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters. CMSgt Bill Cannon, CMSgt David Fincher, CMSgt Mike
Welch, CMSgt Jim Lis, CMSgt Mark Smith and MSgt Ted Venturini – AKA “The Godfather”
– will all be inducted into the A/TA HOF at this convention. We hope to see all of you at the
HOF Banquet. Congratulations to these outstanding Loadmasters and to all Loadmasters who
contributed to the C-17 design and development. It truly is an amazing aircraft!
Our board recently met at Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst (JBMDL) and what a great visit
we had. This truly is the “CAN DO” base. Support for our visit exceeded expectations. TSgt
Dan Needy and the Tommy B. McGuire Chapter were outstanding hosts. I wished we could
clone Dan! A special shout-out to Major Mike Wells, MSgt Scott Shrier, TSgt Nolan, SSgt Caitlin Jones, and A1C Briones; thanks for outstanding support. I truly appreciate Maj Wells, MSgt
Shrier and AIC Briones taking time to show me the C-17 and explain the workings. From my
point of view all three passed this check ride.
This will be my last article as the A/TA President and I will say that two terms have flown by
and I have truly enjoyed working with the Board of Officers, Board of Advisors, Administration, AMC Staff and more importantly working with all of you, the members. I could spend
several pages thanking everyone who has had influence and impact on my tenure, however,
in doing so I would certainly miss someone and I don’t want that, so I will just say, from my
heart, THANK YOU. CMSgt (ret) Mike Kerver will assume the position as President at the
conclusion of this year’s Orlando Convention. Many of you know Mike and have worked with
him in the past when he was the AMC Command Chief. I depart feeling comfortable in the
fact I know you all will support Mike 100% and I also know you will not be shy about advising
him as needed – and he expects that to be forthcoming.
And before I close this article I must thank Support Systems Associates, Inc, for their continued support of me being the A/TA President. The Zoltak family has always been very supportive of our military men and women and always places a priority on hiring veterans. Their
support for Air Mobility and the A/TA has been outstanding. The first day on the job as President Mr. John L. Zoltak said he would do whatever is needed to support me and to this day the
Zoltak family and SSAI have done that and for that I say a very sincere THANK YOU.
BTW: don’t think you are getting rid of me as I plan to stay active in A/TA local and national. I want to see the Association grow, be relevant, support mobility airman and much
more. However, to achieve those goals we need members, members with new ideas and out of
the box thinking. If each current member would sign up one new member this year we would
be on our way to the first goal of growing the association.
Again, welcome to Orlando. Enjoy your time here, enjoy the convention, meet with friends,
tell a few war stories, thank an airman for their service, spend time with family and most
importantly be safe! I will see you in the cargo compartment.
Cheers!
Mike Reynolds

Airlift/Tanker Association Convention & Technology Exposition
and the Air Mobility Command and A/TA Symposium

Welcome to our 47th annual Convention,
Symposium and Exposition.
Before I give you a short summary of ongoing Association business let me encourage
you to do three things during this year’s
convention:
First, if you’re not a member of A/TA,
join! If you are a
member encourage
others to join. Find
your local chapter
president, join that
chapter and get involved. You will be
glad you did.
Second,
this
year’s convention
theme emphasizes
Preserving MobilCol. Mike Cassidy
ity Culture so with
USAF, Ret
that in mind ask someone you’ve never met
to share their best war stories.
This isn’t just about ‘young guys’ asking
old-timers. The old-timers need to ask the
younger crowd to share stories. The youngest generation of the Mobility team has been
at war their entire career – they have stories
that need to be shared.
Also this is not just for the aircrew – Mobility Maintainers, Port Dawgs, Support folks,
Industry Partners, Civic Leaders, Guard, Reserve and civilian alike all have stories – just
ask. I have talked to some Air Force drivers
who have incredible convoy stories.
Third, while you’re at the convention – go
to our new and improved web site http://
www2.atalink.org/, sign up to follow the
site and give us feedback. More changes
are coming, now is the perfect time to help
shape our primary communication tools.
Below is a short update from the Secretary’s perspective.
Our summer board meeting at Joint BaseMcGuire, Dix, Lakehurst on 11, 12 Aug was
a great success thanks to the Tommy B. McGuire chapter president TSgt Dan Leedy from
the Expeditionary Center and Major Mike
Wells from the 305th Air Mobility Wing.
Our membership and administration
system transition work continues with Starlifter Solutions (Gary and Sondra Hart) and
246Analytics (Brou Gautier, Col USAF ret.
and Scott Young) prepared to take the reins
from MIS Inc. (Col retired, Bud and Pam
Traynor). Starlifter is working closely with
MIS to understand all the business process
which MIS created and refined over the
past 20 years. Similarly, 246Analytics is using the Industry Standard “Agile” process to
take us through two week ‘sprints’ to iteratively take the business processes and embed them in a state-of-the-art, web-based
system. Another way to think about this is
that this small team is trying to magically
Secretary’s Notes continues on page 7 >>>
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Association

ROUND-UP
Farewell to a Founding Member
MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS M. SADLER
1925-2015

A combat veteran of World War II, Korea and Vietnam and a Founding Member
of the Airlift/Tanker Association, Major
General Thomas M. Sadler, took his final
flight into the wild blue yonder on 7
September 2015, from the Vibra Hospital
in Charleston, South Carolina.
General Sadler was born in 1925, in
Canton, Ohio. His family later moved to
Montgomery, Alabama, where he graduated from high school in 1943. The general earned a bachelor of science degree
from Syracuse (N.Y.) University in 1965,
and a master’s degree from The George
Washington University, Washington, D.C.,
in 1970. He also completed Squadron Officer School at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, and the National War College, Fort
Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C.
He entered the Army Air Corps in August 1943 and was assigned in the European theater of operations as a B-17 nose
gunner. General Sadler flew 35 combat
missions with the 8th Air Force’s 92nd
Bombardment Group. He was discharged
in December 1945 and attended the University of Alabama until August 1948.
Returning to active duty in October
1948, the general entered the aviation
cadet program at Waco, Texas. He graduated from advanced flying school and
was commissioned a second lieutenant
in September 1949. His first operational
assignment was with Tactical Air Command’s 50th Troop Carrier Squadron at
Sewart Air Force Base, Tennessee, as a
C-119 pilot. From June 1950 to August
1951, General Sadler served in South Korea where he flew 300 combat missions.
He then returned to the 50th Troop Carrier Squadron at Sewart Air Force Base.
In 1955 he transferred to Evreux Air
Base, France, where he served with the
317th Troop Carrier Wing. While there
he was commander of the 317th Tactical
Command Post.
General Sadler again returned to Sewart Air Force Base in April 1959 where
he served as a C-130 flight commander
with the 774th Troop Carrier Squadron.
In May 1961 he transferred to Keesler Air
Force Base, Mississippi, as an instructor
in the Tactical Air Command Joint Air
Ground Operations School. During the
Cuban crisis in 1962, General Sadler was

6

assigned to the Tactical Air Command
advanced echelon at Homestead Air Force
Base, Florida.
From December 1962 to January 1965,
he was assigned to Headquarters Tactical
Air Command at Langley Air Force Base,
Virginia, as an operations staff officer.
During 1965 he attended the University
of Syracuse under the Bootstrap program.
Following graduation in October 1965,
General Sadler again was assigned to the
317th Troop Carrier Wing, which was at
Lockbourne Air Force Base, Ohio.
The general went to the Republic of
Vietnam in January 1966 and served for
a year with the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) as an air liaison officer and forward air controller, flying Cessna 0-1 Bird
Dogs. He spent another six months in the
Republic of Vietnam as an air liaison officer with the 834th Air Division where he
developed and organized the emergency
airlift system and tactical airlift liaison
officer operations for 7th Air Force.
In August 1967 General Sadler returned
to the United States and was assigned to
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C., as chief of the Special Air Force
Branch, Tactical and Airlift Forces Division, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff
for Plans and Operations. From July 1969
to July 1970, he was a student at the National War College. While there he also
obtained his master’s degree from The
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George Washington University. After
graduation he returned to Lockbourne
Air Force Base as vice commander of the
317th Tactical Airlift Wing.
General Sadler transferred to RheinMain Air Base, Germany, in August 1971
as commander of the 322nd Tactical Airlift Wing until January 1974. He was then
named commander of the 437th Military
Airlift Wing at Charleston Air Force Base,
S.C., where he remained until March 1975
when he become chief of security police
at Air Force headquarters. In August 1977,
he became the commander, 21st Air Force,
with headquarters at McGuire Air Force
Base, New Jersey. He was promoted to major general July 1, 1975, with date of rank
October 1, 1972. General Sadler retired 1
October 1983.
A command pilot with more than 9,360
flying hours, he is credited with more
than 400 combat missions in World War
II, Korea and Southeast Asia. His military
decorations and awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross with oak leaf cluster,
Bronze Star Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal
with 15 oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal, Purple Heart and the
Italian Solidarity Star, 1st degree.
When he retired in 1983, General
Sadler, who had spent 37 years in the
military and was the country’s only active duty general who had flown more
than 400 combat missions in three wars
– World War II and the Korean and Vietnam wars, he, his wife Mary, known as
“Miss Ken” (she died 2008) and their two
children, moved to Charlotte, South Carolina, to run an aviation company, which
he left five years later. In 1991, he became
something of a local folk hero during the
first Persian Gulf War, analyzing war tactics – and spouting his conservative views
– in his Alabama twang for listeners of a
popular morning radio show hosted by
Johnny “John Boy” Isley and his sidekick
Billy James.
But where “the General,” as he was
fondly known, found his greatest joy
and passion was running the Speedway Children’s Charities, which he did
for nearly 25 years. The charity, based

difference for kids who may not have
at Speedway Motorsports Inc.’s eight
been able to help themselves.”
tracks, has raised millions of dollars
General Sadler was a pilot who became
since 1982 and has helped more than
a NASCAR fan – becoming a fixture in the
300,000 needy children.
garage, respected by many of the drivers
In a story about Sadler in The Charlotte
who knew his military credentials.
Observer, the former president of Speedway Motorsports, Humpy Wheeler, is
Under Sadler’s guidance, the charity
quoted as saying “He had more medals
grew to Speedway Motorsports’ other sevthan (Gen. Douglas) MacArthur, but he
en tracks. Since its beginning, the charity
never bragged about
has raised nearly $50
We toast our hearty comrades
it…We’d be at dinner
million, said Don
who have fallen from the skies,
and I’d say, ‘Come
Hawk, the compaon, Tom, you got and were gently caught by God’s own hand ny’s senior vice presto be with him on High.
to tell us some war
ident for business afTo dwell among the soaring clouds
stories,’ and he’d
fairs. “Bruton Smith
they’ve known so well before,
refuse to embellish
and Tom Sadler did
From victory roll to tail chase,
anything…Tom was
it because they love
at heaven’s very door.
just a fabulous, very
kids,” Hawk said.
generous, man with
Much of the monAs we fly among them there,
a big human heart.”
ey has been raised
we’re sure to heed their plea,
Soon after movat the charity’s anTo take care my friend, watch your six
ing to Charlotte
nual ball on the
and do one more roll for me.
Sadler immediately
Thursday before the
— Commander Jerry Coffee
got involved in the
Coca-Cola 600 race
Hanoi, 1968
city’s civic scene –
each May in Charin Rotary, the Boy Scouts and Operation
lotte. Sadler always came in his Air Force
Christmas Child.
formal mess dress uniform with the left
A year before he arrived, Bruton Smith,
chest of his jacket full of medals.
“On that night, he was the general,”
Speedway Motors executive chairman,
and then-wife Bonnie had started the
Wheeler said. “I’d say, ‘Boss, you missed
Speedway Children’s Charities at the
one of those medals,’ and he’d just grumCharlotte Motor Speedway to honor their
ble and wave me away. He was a humble
infant daughter who died in a crib acman and a complete joy to be with.”
cident. In 1989, Smith persuaded Sadler
Funeral Services for General Sadler,
who was 90 years old, were held at 4
to grow the charity. In The Charlotte
p.m. on Monday 14 September 2015, at
Observer story Smith is quoted as saying, “General Sadler often said, ‘When
Calvary Church in Charlotte. Burial in
you look into the eyes of a child in need,
the church cemetery, with full military
you’re looking into the eyes of God.’ He
honors and a flyover of P-51s in a missing
was incredibly dedicated to making a
man formation, followed.

“I am proud to have known General Sadler as a great officer,
gentlemen and friend for over fifty years.
He played a key role in establishing the Airlift Association
(precursor to the Airlift/Tanker Association),
and supported the Association throughout its history.
His smile, personality and leadership lifted us all to greater heights. ”
— Colonel Bob Ellington, USAF (Ret), A/TA Founding Member and Past Chairman

HH
“America has lost a great patriot and hero,
one whose leadership and actions touched the lives of many people through the years.
He will be missed, although his legacy of service to others will endure.”
— General Art Lichte, USAF (Ret), A/TA Chairman

HH
“Major General Sadler was an outstanding leader who motivated
and energized everyone to accomplish any mission, any time, any place.
I truly admired his “tell it like it is” style and his sincere support of the enlisted force.
Many of us remember and cherish special times listening to General Tom sing at
Charleston’s “Radar Club” motivating airmen, enjoying crew rest, and celebrating life.
General Sadler was a leader who truly cared about people, someone you will
never forget, and someone I will always admire –
I imagine General Tom is singing, smiling, and leading the choir…”
—CMSgt Mark Smith, USAF (Ret), A/TA Immediate Past President

Secretary’s Notes continued on page 5
take all the lessons Bud & Pam learned over
the last two decades and jam them into
your smart phone. Sometimes, all I can
think to say is “God’s Speed John Glenn!”
(sorry about movie quote), but we’re making progress and are on track to be up and
operational on 1 Jan 2016.
Below are schedule updates:
The General Membership meeting will be
held on Thursday afternoon in conjunction
with the annual convention.
We have not finalized the location for
the 2016 winter, spring and summer board
meetings so keep an eye on the A/TQ, web
and social media sites for locations. We’d
love you to join us.
In the last A/TQ I told you about young
Capt Cassidy and his current B-1 deployment as part of the 37th EBS. You’ll be glad
to know he and his crew are very, very busy
– NKAWTG!. But, now it’s time to get back to
our Preserve Mobility Culture pop quiz.
What was the numeric designation and
name of the first tanker the USAF procured
in mass quantity? (the number of aircraft
we bought is pretty staggering compared to
today’s)
Lately, Hungary is in the news for mass
migrations of people caught in the middle
of the Syrian crisis. What is the name of the
airlift operation which “migrated” people
out of Hungary in 1957?
In honor of our C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters, here is a C-17 question. What two
experimental aircraft were instrumental as
part of the development of the C-17? Both
these programs were cancelled but led to the
start of the C-17 program.
Behind each of these questions there are
long stories and they are part of our Mobility
Culture – hold on to it, preserve it!
Let me close with another quick note
about the C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters.
From 1991 to 1994 I had the privilege to be
part of the Operational Test and Evaluation
Team at Edwards AFB, when the aircraft was
brand new. As part of that team I had the
chance to fly with both CMSgt Bill Cannon
and MSgt Ted Venturini (both had retired
and were working for McDonnell Douglas
at the time). It was one of the greatest times
of my career and I learned a lot from both.
They were both passionate professionals.
Remember, invite someone you know
(Guard, Reserve, Active, Retired, Civic Leader, aircrew, maintenance, port, support, etc.)
to join this great organization and get involved with your local chapter.
Thanks for all you do, every day!!
Mike
PS – If you have a favorite question you’d
like me to include in the mobility pop quiz
please send to me at secretary@atalink.org.
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A Message from Air Mobility Command commander

General Carlton D. Everhart II

Gen. Carlton D. Everhart II is
commander, Air Mobility Command
(AMC), Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.
AMC’s mission is to provide rapid,
global mobility and sustainment for
America’s armed forces. The command also plays a crucial role in
providing humanitarian support at
home and around the world. The
men and women of AMC - active
duty, Air National Guard, Air Force
Reserve and civilians - provide airlift,
aerial refueling, special air mission
and aeromedical evacuation.
General Everhart received his
commission in 1983 through the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps
program at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. He previously served as a flight examiner and
instructor and held various aircrew
flying assignments in the C-130E,
C-17A and C-21A. He was the Air
Force aide to the President and has
commanded at the squadron, group
and wing levels. General Everhart
also served at Headquarters U.S. Air
Force and Headquarters Air Education and Training Command. Prior
to his current assignment, General
Everhart was the Commander of the
18th Air Force, Scott AFB, Illinois.
General Everhart’s joint assignments
include a deployment to Afghanistan
as the Deputy Commander of PoliticalMilitary Affairs, Combined Security
Transition Command – Afghanistan,
where he was the direct liaison for the
U.S. Ambassador and the Commander,
International Security Assistance
Force. Prior to his current assignment,
the general was the Commander, 3rd
Air Force and 17th Expeditionary Air
Force, Ramstein Air Base, Germany.
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Welcome!
I am thrilled to join this fine gathering of
Mobility Airmen, community partners and
industry professionals at the 2015 Airlift/
Tanker Association symposium. I want to
thank you for the warm welcome and support I received since taking command of Air
Mobility Command in August. AMC is a remarkable organization, and I am honored
to lead the world’s greatest Mobility Airmen
– active-duty, Guard, Reserve and civilian –
as we continue to deliver Rapid Global Mobility for America.
The world will always need AMC, which
means we will be busy delivering the right
effects to the right place at the right time.
Every day, I witness our Airmen accomplish
incredible feats. They transport critical supplies to joint and international partners
around the world; refuel aircraft that will
drop ordnance on key targets; and transport the wounded to life-saving care. Mobility Airmen launch an aircraft every two
and half minutes, 365 days a year, to make
the mission happen – all while making it
look effortless.
Together, we support nine combatant
commanders in every corner of the globe.
Whether it’s a joint precision airdrop of supplies, transporting thousands of pounds of
equipment for the Afghanistan retrograde,
or landing at a contested airfield with the
help of close air support, our Airmen make
it happen.
This year’s conference theme, “Preserving Our Culture,” is particularly significant
during fiscal constraints and high operations tempo. Although resources have decreased, the demand for AMC capabilities
remains great. We must remain operationally focused, and perform the mission with
the same expertise, dedication and professionalism Mobility Airmen have exhibited
for decades. Our Airmen consistently find
ways to accomplish the impossible, with focused enthusiasm. With the right training
and equipment, Mobility Airmen never fail
to deliver hope and save lives around the
world. I feel privileged to be a part of this
outstanding community.
With this privilege, comes the responsibility
to organize, train and equip our outstanding
Airmen who make global mobility a reality.
Throughout the past few weeks, I’ve had the
opportunity to engage with our Total Force,
community leaders, and media members on
matters of great interest to them – most notably matters related to current operations,
training, and equipping. I’d like to share a few
of these questions, and my answers, with you
today. I hope we will further discuss these important topics throughout our time at A/TA.
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What are some of the greatest accomplishments by Mobility Airmen since the
last A/TA Symposium?
This is one my favorite questions. Nothing makes me more proud than discussing
the incredible AMC team. The operations
tempo alone is impressive: between October 1, 2014 and September 1, 2015, AMC
crews hauled approximately 800,000 passengers and 345,000 short tons of cargo,
passed 200 million pounds of fuel, and
flew more than 255,000 flight hours. If I
outlined every accomplishment since the
last A/TA symposium, I would have to
submit an encyclopedia’s worth of information. So instead, I will focus on a few
notable operations.
Ebola Response: This time last year,
Mobility Airmen were deeply involved
with Operation UNITED ASSISTANCE, the
U.S. response to the Ebola crisis in West
Africa. Our teams facilitated the standup
of two joint ports and a 25-bed hospital.
They performed runway repairs, and flew
1,100 sorties to deliver 10,100 tons of medical supplies. Working with U.S. Customs,
the National Center for Disease Control,
and USNORTHCOM planners, Mobility
Airmen helped develop an elaborate redeployment quarantine concept of operations to safely and methodically redeploy
6,600 military members.
The response effort also led to the development of the Transportation Isolation System. The TIS is a modular system designed
to provide aeromedical evacuation for patients with known or suspected exposure
to a contagious or infectious disease while
protecting the airframe, aircrew and support personnel from infection. On January
23, 2015, the USTRANSCOM Commander
announced the TIS operationally capable.
AMC has since built an infectious patient
movement concept of operations for use
with aeromedical evacuation operations.
Operation Inherent Resolve: Since August 2014, the U.S. Air Force has flown more
than half of the 55,000 sorties supporting operations in Iraq and Syria. AMC has
played a key role in counter-ISIL operations
from the start. Our Global Reach is an essential element to denying ISIL militants
space and territory to operate. As of the start
of September, Mobility Airmen have flown
91 percent of the nearly 15,100 tanker sorties essential to the range and persistence of
operations. Additionally, AMC has conducted approximately 7,100 flying hours, flown
more than 1,400 sorties, and hauled almost
11,000 short of tons of cargo in support of
counter-ISIL operations.

Afghanistan Retrograde Operations:
USCENTCOM challenged AMC to move
more than 1,000 pieces of cargo per month
in support of Afghanistan retrograde operations. We accepted and met the challenge by
pushing our new C-5M Super Galaxy to new
limits. Mobility experts used metrics and
lessons learned from previous operations to
increase C-5M loads by 37 percent, avoiding
almost $16.3 million in flying hour costs.
Ultimately, Total Force Mobility Airmen
moved more than 24.7 million pounds on
147 C-5M sorties. They even broke a C-5M
record by putting almost 290,000 pounds of
cargo on a single mission.
Al Taqaddum: Recently the 321st Contingency Response Element opened al Taqaddum Airfield in the center of ISIL-infested
territory in Iraq. Our contingency response
Airmen built up the austere base, controlled
the airfield, opened a cargo hub, and secured the port, enabling U.S. military support to Iraqi Security Forces in the fight
against ISIL militants.
Years like this are not uncommon in AMC;
when disaster strikes or contingencies kick
off, Mobility Airmen will always answer this
call and almost certainly make their mark.
What is AMC’s plan for aircraft modernization and recapitalization of the airlift
fleet? Are current inventories of C-5s, C-17s,
and C-130s sufficient?
Some of my fondest Air Force memories
are flying mobility aircraft, and it’s incredible to think some of those tails could still
be in the air today! It takes a concerted team
effort to keep ever-aging aircraft viable, so I
remain mindful of our future needs.
The Mobility Air Force’s programmed fleet
sizes are currently sufficient to meet wartime requirements. The MAF is programmed
to a fleet of 223 C-17s and 52 C-5s to meet
inter-theater requirements, and 300 C-130s
to meet intra-theater requirements. However, we must keep a keen eye on the future of
airlift by placing an enduring emphasis on
airlift modernization.
The C-5 fleet is undergoing modernization
under the Reliability Enhancement and ReEngining Program. The C-5M Super Galaxy
performance, to date, has exceeded expectations with a demonstrated peacetime and
wartime mission capable rate greater than 75
percent, and an unmatched range payload capability. The production program is on track
to deliver the 52nd C-5M by April 2018.
The C-17 Globemaster III has been a workhorse for the past 22 years, and continues to
excel in a wide range of operational mission
scenarios. The fleet receives constant improvements through block modifications,
and is progressing on the extended range
modification. Targeted fleet programs are
used to refresh aging aircraft components
and ensure a future of safe, reliable and

economic airlift operations. The C-17 has
one of the most modern avionics suites currently fielded in the MAF community. Based
on current analysis, the C-17 will be available beyond its originally anticipated 30 years.
Eventually, all aircraft do wear out and require replacement. For the long term, AMC
is planning a timeline for an inter-theater
replacement aircraft. In May 2013, AMC
and the Air Force Life Cycle Management
Center completed a two-year preliminary
analysis examining a future global airlifter
to replace the current C-17 and C-5 fleets
for the 2035 to 2040 timeframe. This preliminary analysis examined mission needs,
capability gaps and technologies that could
apply to a future global airlifter in the mid2030 strategic environment.
The C-130H Hercules has been almost
completely transitioned to our Reserve
partners as AMC focuses on continued acquisition of the C-130J Super Hercules. The
“J” model is already a proven performer in
combat and non-combat arenas, but avionics upgrades will expand the airspace
available for use. Of the 134 C-130J aircraft
programmed, 105 have been delivered. Delivery of 29 additional C-130Js is expected
between FY16 and FY19 to complete unit
conversions at Little Rock AFB, Ark. and
Yokota AB, Japan. While support to both
the C-130H and C-130J fleets through modernization is ongoing, recapitalization of
the remaining C-130H fleet remains in the
planning phase.
Our airlifters play a key role in our ability
to put a force in place anywhere in the world
at a moment’s notice, and we must ensure
this is always the case.
To maintain Rapid Global Mobility, we
must recapitalize our aging tanker fleet.
There is never a shortage of work for our
venerable tankers. We’ve done due diligence
to carefully maintain and effectively use
our legacy aircraft. I would also like to mention the vital role our mobility maintainers
perform with our legacy tanker fleet. All the
upgrades and modernization programs in
the world would not be effective if we didn’t
have skilled professionals to maintain them.
Generations of Airmen have maintained
these tankers with the utmost care and dedication, and I have no doubt this legacy will
endure long into the future.
As we look to the future of air refueling,
we are eagerly anticipating the arrival of the
KC-46A and what it will bring to the fight.
The KC-46 program has produced four aircraft in the Engineering and Manufacturing Development phase of the program.
Two are in a Boeing 767-2C configuration,
and two will be in full KC-46 configuration
for flight testing. EMD #1 has already flown
more than 85 hours. As I write this article
in September, we are approaching a historic
time in the program: the first flight of EMD

#2, our first KC-46A Pegasus. It won’t be long
until all four EMD aircraft are in FAA certification flights; and in the spring of 2016 the
Air Force will ask Undersecretary of Defense
Kendall’s approval to begin low rate, initial
production of the KC-46. AMC is busy preparing McConnell AFB, Kan., and Altus AFB,
Okla., to receive the first jets.
AMC’s tanker fleet has been the world
leader in air refueling for more than five
decades, and we have every intention of
maintaining this status for another five decades and more. However, during this time
of fiscal constraint, it may not be feasible to
maintain three refueling platforms. We may
face some difficult decisions in the near future to ensure our Airmen have the right resources to respond to crises and contingencies anywhere in the world.
With such high ops-tempo, how do you
manage training opportunities? Do you
still have time for exercises?
When I say Mobility Airmen can do it
all, I really mean it. Since September 2014,
AMC has flown more than 1,000 sorties in
support of joint exercises alone. Training is
critical in everything we do, and will always
remain a priority.
One such training opportunity is RODEO,
which we anticipate hosting at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Wash., in 2017. We envision RODEO 2017 to be a Mobility Air Force
multi-mission international joint exercise,
with training scenarios designed to stress
test the capabilities of our Airmen and
equipment in ways they will encounter in
combat or disaster response environments.
The ability to expand and develop relationships and interoperability with sister services and international partners is invaluable.
We look forward to continuing this tradition
with a focus on training for real-world combined contingency operations.
Bottom line: we will take on this challenge
of balancing training opportunities alongside budget restraints and real-world contingency requirements – we must be ready no
matter what the world throws at us.
I can’t tell you all how excited I am to
come into work every day – I work with the
best all-volunteer Total Force team. I’m truly honored to lead our incredible men and
women as we make our mark on our nation’s
history. There are new aircraft coming on
line, new mission sets developing, and our
role in national policy and the projection of
national power abroad continue to evolve.
Combatant commanders, international
partners, and the service chiefs know they
can count on AMC’s unrivaled Airmen to
be there. There is never a dull moment at
AMC – THANK YOU for everything you do! I
hope you enjoy A/TA, capitalize on the great
seminars, and I look forward to seeing you
throughout this terrific event.
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A Message from Air Mobility Command Chief

Chief Master Sergeant Victoria Gamble

Chief Master Sergeant Victoria
Gamble is the Command Chief Master
Sergeant for Air Mobility Command,
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois She is
the principal advisor to the commander
and his senior staff on matters of
health, welfare and morale, professional development, and the effective
utilization of more than 38,000
active duty and 71,000 AFRC/ANG
enlisted personnel assigned to the
command.
Chief Gamble grew up in McRae,
Georgia, and is a 1985 honor graduate of Wheeler County High School.
She entered the Air Force in July
1985. She has a diversified background in aircraft maintenance having worked on six different aircraft
to include the F-4, F-16, F-5, A-10,
B-52 and KC-135. Prior to her current
assignment, she was the Command
Chief for the 6th Air Mobility Wing,
MacDill Air Force Base, Florida and
Command Chief for 18th Air Force,
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.
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Fellow Mobility Airmen!
cember 1956 and June 1957, the command’s
I’d like to personally welcome and thank
Atlantic Division transported 10,184 Huneach of you for attending this year’s Airlift/
garian refugees and oversaw the airlift of an
Tanker Association convention and Mobility
additional 4,170 refugees by commercial carsymposium. As our Chief of Staff, General
riers under government contract.
Mark Welsh, often says, “every Airman has a
Fast forward to August 2014 when a C-17
story” and when I talk to mobility Airmen,
aircrew from the 816th Expeditionary Airlift
both past and present, I find his statement to
Squadron and two C-130 aircrews from the
be extremely true! Of course we come from
737th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron flew
a long line of mobility pioneers who made
the first missions to airdrop food and water
the impossible seem easy and we work sideto Yazidi refugees on Mount Sinjar in Iraq.
by-side with the best generation every day.
The C-17 aircrew dropped 40 Container DeThat’s why this year’s theme of “Air Mobillivery System bundles with drinking water;
ity: Excellence in Action-Past, Present and
the two C-130s dropped an additional 16
Future!” is a very important tribute to our
bundles each with water and 8,000 meals
Mobility Airmen’s heriready to eat. The hutage and future.
manitarian
airdrop
“The centerpiece of the A/TA
The centerpiece of
took place at the same
Symposium has always been
the A/TA Symposium
time as the initial airits development programs.
has always been its destrikes against ISIL tarvelopment programs.
gets in Northwestern
This year’s Symposium offers
This year’s Symposium
Iraq. After a week of airoffers outstanding lead- outstanding leadership and Air
dropping humanitarian
Force current event seminars
ership and Air Force
aid, air mobility crews
current event seminars
had delivered 114,000
that will improve you
that will improve you
meals and 35,000 galprofessionally and affect you
professionally and aflons of water. Both Opfect you and your fameration SAFE HAVEN
and your family personally.”
ily personally. As you
and the aid delivered to
attend these phenomenal events that our
refugees in Iraq showed the world the level
President, CMSgt (Ret) Mike Reynolds and
of US commitment provided to oppressed
the entire A/TA staff have worked so tirepeople through the actions of its Air Force.
lessly to provide, you will see what a great
Mobility Airmen have shown the same
job they did and I’m extremely grateful for
commitment in our aeromedical responses.
their efforts. There is no other professional
In October 1999, a ski-equipped LC-130,
symposium dedicated strictly to your leadassigned to the 109th Airlift Wing, an Air
ership development. I’d also like to thank
National Guard unit at Schenectady Airall the local A/TA chapters. Local A/TA
port, New York, airlifted Dr. Jerri Nielsen
chapters provide unparalleled leadership
from Amundsen-Scott South Pole Research
opportunities that are intrinsically linked
Station to McMurdo Naval Air Station on
to the jobs you do each and every day. If
Antarctica’s northern coast. Dr. Nielsen, the
your base doesn’t have a local chapter or if
only physician at the National Science Founyou have friends at other bases missing out
dation’s South Pole station, had been treaton this opportunity, make sure you talk to
ing herself for breast cancer since summer.
the A/TA staff to see how you can help get
In March 2014, the World Health Organizaone started. Local chapters are truly where
tion reported an outbreak of the Ebola virus in
all the magic happens.
Guinea, Africa. The Ebola outbreak eventually
Since our Air Force’s creation in 1947 there
spread to countries of Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra
has been little change to our core missions.
Leone, and the Democratic Republic of ConRapid Global Mobility has been around for a
go. In early September, AMC Airmen airlifted
long time. Consider Operation SAFE HAVEN
a modular and customizable treatment facility
that took place between December 1956 and
on a C-17. This 25-bed deployable hospital faJune 1957. On 23 October 1956, a nationwide
cility was the largest version of the Expeditionrevolt against Soviet-imposed policies beary Medical Support System (EMEDS). As a regan in Hungary. Roughly 200,000 Hungarsult of the urgency with which the Operation
ians fled their homes as refugees. President
UNITED ASSISTANCE mission commenced,
Eisenhower decided to allow 15,000 of these
USTRANSCOM asked the Joint Chiefs of Staff
refugees to come to the US and the Military
for Joint Urgent Operational Need funds to
Air Transport Service (MATS) began Operadevelop a Transport Isolation System (TIS).
tion SAFE HAVEN two days later. It was one
The TIS, can be configured to transport up to
of the largest operations for the command
eight patients with contagious diseases such as
since the Berlin Airlift. In all, between DeEbola on either a C-17 or C-130J. Crewmember
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training for TIS use began in October and tests
of the system were completed in December.
This was some of the fastest fielding of medical equipment ever. For over four months, the
USAF provided continuous airlift support for
Operation UNITED ASSISTANCE. A total of
14 Air Mobility Command units from across
the US supported the operation using C-17s,
C-130s, KC-10s and contract aircraft. Together
you moved nearly 5,500 passengers and roughly 8,700 tons of cargo, including medical equipment and supplies, MREs, and clean water.
Aerial refueling has always been the lifeblood of our country’s ability to respond to
crisis. In 1952 Operation FOX PETER ONE
was the first mass flight of jet fighters to be
supported by air refueling, as well as the first
flight by large numbers of jet fighters from
the United States to Japan. KB-29Ps provided
118 air refuelings to the 59 F-84G Thunderjets that composed the 31st Fighter-Escort
Wing, Turner AFB, Georgia. Air refueling occurred over the continental United States and
over the Pacific Ocean before aircraft reached
Hawaii. MATS aircraft carried the wing’s support members to Japan. In a second mass
flight called Fox Peter Two, air refueling was
extended over the western Pacific.
More recently B-2s from Whiteman AFB,
Missouri, deployed in August 2015 to Andersen AFB, Guam, to conduct familiarization
training activities in the Indo-Asia-Pacific
region. The goal of the training was to maintain force readiness by conducting flight operations in an environment outside of the
US. KC-135 aircraft assigned to eleven different MAF wings refueled the B-2 aircraft,
offloading 1,841 pounds of fuel.
As you can see, Mobility Airmen continue
to build on lessons of the past and put the
“Rapid” into Global Mobility. Our Airmen
are innovative, dedicated, and live up to the
Air Force Core Values of Integrity first, Service before self, and Excellence in all we do.
Our Airmen are also just good people.

a heavily armed terrorist on a Paris-bound
train. What you may not know is that A1C
Stone was recently stationed at Travis AFB as
a medic. A1C Stone said, “I would say it was
more so how I was raised and the Air Force
just gave me the tools I needed to be the person I have always wanted to be.”
AIC Stone is the perfect example of service before self.
During a recent summer pool party SSgt
Edgar Hooks and SSgt Sean Richardson, both

SSgt Edgar Hooks, 60th Maintenance Squadron avionics specialist, and SSgt Sean Richardson, 821st Contingency Response Support
Squadron transmission systems supervisor,
(U.S. Air Force photo by Ken Wright).
stationed at Travis AFB, saved a 6-year old boy
from drowning. SSgt Richardson pulled the
child from the bottom of the pool and SSgt
Hooks delivered cardiopulmonary resuscitation until the child could breathe on his own
again. These are the type of Airmen we work
with every day. How lucky are we?
We also rely heavily on our civilian workforce. Civilian Airmen like Mr. C.J. Slifko, a

C. J. Slifko, 22nd Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle management flight allied trades
mechanic, shows Col Albert Miller, 22nd
Air Refueling Wing commander, a streetsweeper truck that was recently refurbished
through in-house metal fabrication (U.S. Air
Force photo by SrA Victor J. Caputo).

A1C Spencer Stone (USAF Photo by T. C.
Perkins Jr.).
I’m sure by now you have all heard of
AIC Spencer Stone, the hero Airman who
was injured after he and two friends fought

flight allied trades mechanic from McConnell AFB, is a great example of how civilians
make a big impact throughout our service
and how they also exemplify excellence in
all we do. Mr. Slifko identified the possibility of replacing the entire back assembly of
a street-sweeper truck with pieces made on
base. He coordinated with various shops
across the base to help safely assemble the
large amounts of metal used in the pro-

cess. The assembly took approximately 200
man-hours of labor between Slifko and his
coworker to complete, and cost just $3,000.
This resulted in savings to the AF of more
than $60,000. Imagine if we were all innovators like Mr. Slifko.
TSgt Eric Laflin, 141st MXS aircraft inspector from Fairchild AFB, provides daily
motivation and inspiration through the use
of an aircraft flap. He takes current events
and military knowledge and presents it in
a fresh and memorable way. His messages
get Airmen thinking and helps build their
perspective by exposing them to new and
broader ideas. His messages are relevant and

Tech. Sgt. Eric Laflin writes an inspirational
quote, (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt.
Veronica Montes).
target workplace complacency. This is the
kind of NCO everyone would want as a
supervisor. Leaders like Eric are our most
valuable resource.
Each of these stories share qualities of
adaptability, resilience, and innovation. You
do, have, and will continue to set the stage
for mobility excellence because your service
to our nation matters. Make no doubt about
it, the best thing AMC builds is not airplanes
or equipment, it’s leaders. It makes no difference if you’re an Airman Basic or a Capt.
There will always be a time or situation
when you must lead. You should be confident, like the rest of America, that when that
time comes you will be ready. Your training,
character, and strong work ethic keeps you
ready. You should be very proud of your mobility heritage and excited about our future.
Before I close, I’d like to thank each and
every one of you for making the trip to Orlando. We wish there was enough funding
to bring more Airmen to this highly educational event. Due to limited resources that’s
just not possible. My challenge to you is to
take back the many things you have learned
this week and share it with your teammates
who could not attend. I once met an AMC
Airman who told me, “Chief, I love my job
more than anyone else.” I’m sure we can all
relate to that statement. Certainly working
in AMC has been the best job I’ve ever had.
As always, my personal respect and thanks
goes out to all of you.
VICTORIA V. GAMBLE
Command Chief Air Mobility Command
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Cover Story

Editor’s Note: This is Part I of a 3 part series highlighting the Association’s
2015 theme “Mobility Airmen: Excellence in Action – Past, Present and Future!”
Parts 2 and 3 will appear in subsequent issues of A/TQ.

PART 1

Mobility Airmen – Excellence in Action

The Foundations of Rapid Global Air Mobility
1915-1949
by Colonel Gregory P. Cook, USAF (R)
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Mobility Airmen – Enablers of the
plus the system they
“The more I see of war, the more I realize plishments,
Global Air Mobility System
created and executed, are only
Rapid global air mobility has how it all depends on administration and just being fully realized and recogbeen called the foundation of
Air Force leaders who grew
transportation . . . It takes little skill or nized.
America’s national security stratup within the air mobility system
egy. To illustrate this point, we can
now occupy key positions in the
imagination to see where you would
easily visualize images of large,
defense establishment.
like your army to be and when; it takes national
gun-metal gray aircraft thunderPrior to the creation of Air Moing through the sky to all corners
much more knowledge and hard work to bility Command in 1992, both
of the globe. At first glance, the
the airlift and tanker communiconcept of air mobility is just that know where you can place your forces and ties were generally regarded as
- airplanes and aircrews executing
whether you can maintain them there.” less-than-equal “stepchildren” to
missions worldwide. Yet a deeper
the more glamorous combat arms
—General A. C. P. Wavell,
look proves that air mobility is
of the air force represented by the
Quoted in Martin Van Creveld’s Supply War, Logistics
much more, it is the product of a
fighter and bomber communities.
from Wallenstein to Patton (1977)
system, a complex web of people,
The mobility mission and its airorganizations, functions, and their
men were often taken for granted
countless day-to-day actions and interactions. It is the synergy of this
in their “supporting” role, their capabilities usually assumed to be
system, in particular the contributions of mobility airmen, that propresent, available and easily accomplished. Despite their continued
vide the strength behind America’s air mobility force.
engagement and successes throughout the spectrum of conflict, the
The air mobility system consists of many thousands of people worldairlift and tanker communities remained relatively unsung, with only
wide whose individual efforts in sum enable air mobility’s contribution
occasional recognition of their contributions to national defense.
to America’s national security. They serve in the active duty Air Force, the
The air mobility story is about inspired strategic leadership at the
Air Force Reserve, and the Air National Guard. They represent other Serhighest ranks, plus officer and enlisted airmen serving alongside and
vices or wear the uniform of another
in support of each other in the air
nation. Many are civilian and conand on the line. They accomplished
tract workers; some are volunteers.
a myriad of complex operations, exThey execute missions in the air and
ercises and missions, plus executed
on the ground. They perform their
many specialized functions and
duties at home bases, en route locaduties in support of air mobility
tions and deployed sites, or at major
missions. These quiet warriors epitcommands, field operating agencies
omized the “can-do,” pioneering
and other staffs. They command and
spirit of American aviation, overcontrol mobility missions, provide
coming vast obstacles and challogistical support, perform adminlenges along the way. They demonistrative duties, satisfy information
strated innovation, flexibility and
needs, protect the force, and otheradaptability throughout. In the
wise enable the air mobility mission
process, they built a global air moin countless numbers of ways. From
bility system capable of responding
the main gate to the flight line, from
to the demands of the time. In so
the controls of a forklift to a computdoing, they exuded competence
er keyboard, and from Anybase USA America’s legacay of Rapid Air Mobility – Anything, Anywhere, and excellence in action.
to the farthest reaches of the globe, Anytime – is built on a heritage of evolving aeronautical enpeople make rapid global air mobility gineering operated and supported by thousands of men and AIR MOBILITY TODAY
women – America’s Air Mobility Warriors. Here a U.S. Air Force
a reality every day.
Rapid global mobility is a core
It has not always been so. The KC-10 Extender aircraft from the 305th Air Refueling Wing, Mc- mission of the U.S. Air Force today,
current system evolved over nearly Guire Air Force Base (AFB), N.J., refuels a C-17 Globemaster III and includes the timely deploya century of operations. The history aircraft from the 437th Airlift Wing, Charleston AFB, S.C. (U.S. ment, employment, sustainment,
of global air mobility is an amazing Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jacob N. Bailey/Released)
augmentation, and redeployment
story about people, technology, organizational development and the
of military forces and capabilities across the spectrum of conflict and
practical application of the aerospace mission. What made the evolurange of military operations. It provides joint military forces the capation of air mobility different were the roles played by mobility airmen –
bility to move from place to place while retaining the ability to fulfill
officer and enlisted, men and women – and the culture that developed
their primary mission at the point needed. Rapid global air mobility
around them.
is essential to virtually every military operation, allowing forces to
From the first U.S. military transport operation in 1916 to the alreach foreign or domestic destinations quickly and seize the initiaways engaged and global presence of America’s air mobility forces totive through speed and surprise. Today, air mobility is entrusted with
day, mobility airmen have demonstrated time and time again their
establishing air expeditionary operations, opening aerial ports and
ability to overcome operational challenges and accomplish their misdelivering forces, then sustaining and fueling their operations until
sions through excellence in action. Often unheralded and unsung,
the system is tasked to return those forces home again. As a result, air
these warriors have quietly and competently embraced the unknown
mobility forces are often the first to arrive, are engaged throughout,
with courage, determination and innovation over the last 100 years.
and the last to leave.
In the process, they created and developed a complex air mobility
The primary missions of air mobility forces are to provide rapid, global
enterprise that today knows no match.
airlift and aerial refueling for US and allied armed forces, with corollary
Through the decades, mobility airmen demonstrated and orchesmissions of Operational Support Airlift (OSA), aeromedical evacuation
trated the great air mobility achievements of the age, and laid the
(AE) and Special Air Missions that support the movement of national
foundation for today’s air mobility forces. Their exploits and accomleaders. Mobility forces also participate in special operations and train
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mobility personnel to perform mobility missions or provide operational
support. Strategic airlift and air refueling missions are usually scheduled
and managed by Air Mobility Command (AMC) through 18th Air Force
and the Tanker Airlift Control Center (TACC). The air component commands of the regional warfighting commanders oversee the operations of
theater-assigned assets, Air Education
and Training Command (AETC) satisfies major training requirements, and
Air Force Material Command (AFMC)
conducts flight testing and evaluation
of new aircraft and flight systems.
Various aspects of OSA and AE are
managed by both AMC and the theater air component commands.

significantly with changes in technology, national priorities and policies. It is also driven by adaptation to real-world operating environments and challenges. The execution and application of the air mobility mission is fundamentally different than that of combat forces. Air
mobility requires its own specialized expertise and training as it involves the management of entirely
different sets of variables.
The air mobility system works
because thousands of dedicated
people worldwide perform their duties quietly and seemingly behind
the scenes every day. Whether they
command and control mobility
missions, provide logistical support,
satisfy information needs, protect
The Culture of Mobility Airmen
the force, or otherwise support the
The Cambridge English Dictionary
air mobility mission, their individdefines culture as “the way of life, esual efforts in sum enable air mobilpecially the general customs and beity’s prominent role in maintaining
liefs, of a particular group of people
America’s national security.
at a particular time.” It also includes
The global air mobility system
group characteristics, knowledge, lancontinues its long-standing role as
An early photo of Captain Benjamin “Benny” D. Foulois, who
the backbone of deterrence, a key
guage, social habits, shared patterns
took command of the 1st Aero Squadron in Texas and used the
enabler of defense operations, and
of behaviors and understandings that
squadron’s airplanes to carry pilots, rations and spares in supin many respects, the cornerstone
contribute to a unique group identity.
port of General John J. Pershing’s expedition into Mexico in
In short, culture is about people and
of national security. Joint and al1916. (Courtesy Photo - U.S. Army Air Corp).
their ways of being, living and relatlied forces alike rely heavily on its
ing to the world via their shared experience in a community.
capabilities and it has been continuously engaged on the frontlines
The culture of mobility airmen is derived from shared experiences of U.S. military operations for decades. In many respects, air mobility
in the long and storied history of the airlift and air refueling missions. epitomizes the concepts of global power, global reach and global presEach of these forces evolved differently over the course of their his- ence. It is omnipresent on the world scene, yet many times neither vistory, and developed distinctly different cultures and sub-cultures as ible nor recognized for its major contributions. The global air mobility
a result. Yet they also shared some commonalities. The air mobility system operates every moment of every day, 365 days a year, year afcommunity is based on a culture of
ter year, to every corner of the globe
teamwork, coordination, managebecause of mobility airmen – and
ment and hard work centered on lotheir excellence in action.
gistics and the necessary planning
and administration necessary to
AIR MOBILITY PIONEERING
make the system work. That culture
EFFORTS 1915-1939
is founded on a “can-do” attitude
The Central Idea of Air Mobility
of going above and beyond in order
Throughout its history, the cento “hack” the mission. It’s a crewtral “idea” embodied by air mobility
oriented culture that fosters team
is the capacity, capability, desire or
mentality as a necessary prerequineed to move something via air to
another place – with the ultimate
site for mission accomplishment.
goal of being able to move anything
Two slogans epitomize this “cando” spirit of air mobility warriors.
to any place, anywhere and at any
For the airlift community it’s “You
time. At its root, air mobility is about
call, we haul,” while for air refuelair transportation. Thus the developers, it’s NKAWTG - “Nobody kicks
ment and application of air mobility
ass without tanker gas.” For all 1st Aero Squadron personnel in the desert southwest during its concepts and operations have mostthose forces that rely on air mobil- campaign into Mexico in 1916. At the time transports were sim- ly centered on the logistical considity to deliver and sustain them, the ply flying “trucks” and thus their operations were considered to erations of moving people, material,
mantra is simple: “If you can’t get be simple in practice. (Courtesy Photo - U.S. Army Air Corp).
vehicles, machinery, patients, fluids
there, you can’t fight.”
and the like through space and time to the point of need. The requireAlthough these two communities evolved separately, their merging ment to do so throughout the range of military operations necessitated
in 1992 as part of Air Mobility Command created one of the most extraordinary efforts on the part of mobility airmen throughout the
powerful and impactful military capabilities system ever – strategic last 100 years.
airpower at its best. While early airpower visionaries considered the
The flight path of air mobility forces began in 1915, the year that
true impact of strategic airpower to be is its destructive combat poten- Captain Benjamin D. Foulois took command of the 1st Aero Squadron
tial, the irony lies in that its non-lethal application across the spec- in Texas and used the squadron’s airplanes to carry pilots, rations and
trum of peace and conflict is perhaps airpower’s greatest contribution spares in support of General John J. Pershing’s expedition into Mexico
to national security. Thus what was traditionally relegated to “sup- in 1916. In the early years of aviation, transports were simply flying
porting” or second tier status has evolved into a national strategic “trucks” and thus their operations were considered to be simple in
capability in its own right.
practice. In the 1920s, demonstrations of air refueling were seen as
Over time, the real world application of this principle has evolved interesting stunts without a practical application.
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World War I
Aircraft technology had not evolved enough nor had operational
concepts been developed by World War I to enable significant contributions by transport aircraft. They were used in limited roles to
carry dispatches, passengers and a
few supplies. The absence of payload capacity associated with early
airplanes severely limited their utility in air transport operations.

that flight remains unbroken to this day. Despite these achievements,
air refueling efforts stagnated until after World War II ended and the
Cold War began. The first operational tanker squadrons would not
be created until 1948, when Air Force Chief of Staff General Carl A.
Spaatz – who had been in charge
of the Question Mark operation –
made air refueling a top priority.

Air Corps Material Division
Operations
Early Aeromedical Evacuation
From 1926 until 1942, the Air
The first crude attempts at evacCorps’ logistical responsibilities were
uating patients by air were made
vested in the Office of the Chief of
on biplanes in 1918. A few aircraft
the Air Corps Materiel Division. In
were then modified by the Army
the early 1930s, the Air Corps began
Air Service for carrying litters. In
formally experimenting with the sys1921 the Curtiss Eagle was develtematic use of air transport for the
oped, the first aircraft designed
distribution of aviation supplies. The
specifically for the transport of
Materiel Division in 1932 established
patients. It was followed in 1925
a provisional 1st Air Transport Group,
by the XA-1, which could carry
which then launched an air resupply
two litter patients and a flight sur- Converted JN-4 ambulance, operated by the Camp Taliaferro system to serve the four major air degeon in a compartment behind the medical teams, circa 1918. Camp Taliaferro was a World War I pots in the distribution of spare parts
cockpit. Eventually Douglas C-1 flight training center run under the direction of the Air Service, to Army airbases. As technology adtransports were modified to carry United States Army in the Fort Worth, Texas area. (U. S. Army vanced, the Material Division began
up to nine litter patients and were Air Service Photo).
to buy airplanes built specifically to
used on an opportune basis in the U.S. and Panama. This led to a ditransport cargo such as the Douglas all-metal DC series of aircraft.
rective that all future military transports be equipped with brackets
In the 1930s, dramatic advancements in aviation technology, with
for carrying litters.
improved performance, range and payload, obscured any potential
need for air refueling and military air transport requirements were
Pioneers of Air Refueling
generally satisfied with aircraft designed for civil aviation. As a reIn 1923, two U.S. Army Air Service single engine de Havilland DHsult, little attention was spent in those years developing the tactics,
4Bs airplanes were linked by a hose and 75 gallons of gasoline were
techniques, procedures, organization and technology necessary to
transferred from one to the other
further the art, science and apin the first demonstration of air replication of air mobility concepts.
fueling. In late 1928, two Douglas
Whereas these areas were explored
C-1 single engine biplane transports
and articulated extensively in the
were transformed into tankers by
air combat arena, especially at
installing two 150-gallon fuel tanks
the Air Corps Tactical School, air
for offloading, and a refueling hose
transportation doctrine, practices
was installed that passed through
and training received scant attena hatch cut in the floor. Beginning
tion prior to 1939. It was simply
on New Year’s Day 1929, the tankers
assumed that transportation would
flew 43 sorties and delivered 5,660
be available when needed to supgallons of fuel and 245 gallons of enport the needs of the combat forces.
gine oil plus supplies to support the
Many of the transport pilots themfamous flight of the Question Mark,
selves were enlisted airmen - “flying
a Fokker C-2A that set a new air ensergeants” - who possessed the bulk
durance record of 150 hours and 40
of experience and expertise in air
minutes. The Question Mark’s crew
transport operations – along with a
was awarded the Distinguished Fly- The first military aerial refueling was accomplished by three small handful of mid-grade officers
ing Cross, while the tanker crews DH-4Bs (a receiver and two tankers) on August 27–28, 1923, who directed their efforts.
received virtually no recognition for in which the receiver airplane remained aloft for more than 37
Yet early air mobility missions
their contributions – a precedent for hours using nine mid-air refuelings to transfer 687 US gallons operated in the same challenging
air refueling that would continue. (2,600 L) of aviation gasoline and 38 US gallons (140 L) of engine and hazardous operational doIn the years hence, in almost ev- oil. Then, beginning on New Year’s Day 1929, tankers flew 43 mains that other aircraft of the era
ery significant operation involving sorties and delivered 5,660 gallons of fuel and 245 gallons of shared. They endured poor weather
air refueling, praise and accolades engine oil plus supplies to support the famous flight of the Ques- and dangerous operational condiwould be showered upon the receiv- tion Mark, a Fokker C-2A that set a new air endurance record of tions. They relied on rudimentary
ers while the tanker crews remained 150 hours and 40 minutes. (Courtesy Photo U.S. Air Force).
navigational capabilities and unreanonymous and unheralded.
liable equipment. They braved the unknown and developed pracThis achievement set off a flurry of aerial refueling record chasing
tices and procedures along the way, with experimentation and innofor American aviators, which culminated on 1 July 1935 when the
vation key to their eventual success. Many died in the process, as air
“Ole Miss” remained in the air for 653 hours and 34 minutes – 27 days
crashes were a routine hazard of any type of flying. Most remained
– supported by a single tanker crew that completed 113 sorties and
anonymous despite their great contributions. Most importantly, they
484 midair contacts to enable the mission. The endurance record of
got the job done.
Continues on page 66 >>>
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Airlift/Tanker Association

Hall of Fame
Gen Laurence S. Kuter

Lt Gen William H. Tunner

(1906-1983)
His vision for airlift’s role in national defense
earned him recognition as “The Father of
Military Airlift Command.” During World
War II, he commanded the India-China
division of the Air Transport Command,
which was responsible for supplying China by
air across the Himalayas. He also commanded
the Combined U.S. Air Force/Royal Air Force
Berlin Airlift Operation and during the Korean
War, the Combat Cargo Command, Far East Air
Forces. From July 1958 to May 1960, he served
as Commander, Military Air Transport Service.
Later assignments included Commander in
Chief, United States Air Forces in Europe
and Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force. Inducted 1989

Donald W. Douglas

(1892-1981)
Engineer, visionary, and entrepreneur, his
aircraft designs revolutionized commercial
and military air transport. While the Douglas
DC-3 and DC-4 passenger carriers became the
C-47 and C-54, the workhorse transports of
World War II, it was his C-124 that provided
Military Air Transport Service, and later
Military Airlift Command, with the first
aircraft designed specifically for strategic
military airlift. With its ease of loading,
heavy lift capacity, and trans-ocean delivery
capability, the C-124 made its mark during
the Korean War. The Douglas Aircraft military
legacy lives on in the McDonnell Douglasdesigned, Boeing-built C-17 Globemaster III.
Inducted 1990

“There is no question
what the roll of honor in America is.
The roll of honor consists of the names
of those who have squared their
conduct by ideals of duty.”
–Woodrow Wilson
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(1905-1979)
Commanding the Atlantic Division of the
Army Air Force’s Air Transport Command
(ATC) in 1945, he oversaw the consolidation
of resources from several of ATC’s wartime
divisions into a new Atlantic Division
responsible for the airlift service between
the United States and Europe, Africa, and the
Middle East. As the first Commander, Military
Air Transport Service (MATS), June 1948- to
November 1951, he consolidated under MATS
assets from ATC and the Naval Air Transport
Service and he defined and interpreted the
future airlift role for the Department of
Defense. Inducted 1990

Lt Gen Harold L. George

(1917-1986)
Recognized as the “First Leader of Airlift,”
he commanded the Air Corps Ferrying
Command from April 1942 to June 1942 and
its successor organization, the Air Transport
Command, from June 1942 to September
1946. In those positions, he directed the
wartime movement of planes, passengers,
and supplies from the United States to combat
units around the world. Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen Carl A. “Tooey” Spaatz remarked in
1947 that Gen George’s “masterful, diplomatic
and successful operation of the Air Transport
Command gained (for) the Army Air Forces
an international reputation for the ability
to accomplish the seemingly impossible.”
Inducted 1991

Maj Gen Cyrus R. “C.R.” Smith

(1899-1990)
In April 1942, he resigned as President and
Director of American Airlines to enter the Army
with a commission as colonel in the Air Corps
Ferrying Command, which two months later
become the Air Transport Command (ATC). As
ATC’s Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander,
he applied his commercial air transport
experiences to the wartime, worldwide
expansion of military airlift operations. He
was principally responsible for convincing the
War Department to make ATC the agent for
strategic airlift. As a result, by the end of 1943
the Command was operating over air routes in
the United States and overseas totaling more
than 130,000 miles. Inducted 1992

“The men and women of the United States Air Force and our mobility forces, are trained and ready to
deploy anywhere in the world in defense of our country. It is their unselfish sacrifice, untiring efforts
and outstanding achievements that have contributed immensely to the establishment and to the
maintenance of peace in the free world. Not only are their efforts and achievements attained during times
of conflict, but they also occur during acts of natural disaster and humanitarian relief efforts.
The balance of power and our freedom has been and will continue to be achieved and built on the
“wings of Freedom.” The Airlift/Tanker Association wishes to recognize and honor those
men and women who have distinguished themselves by outstanding performance above and
beyond their duties as members of the United States Air Force. It is for this purpose that the
“Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame” has been established.”

Lt Gen Ir a E. Eaker

(1896-1997)
Airpower visionary and pioneer, he secured
approval of the Chief of the Air Corps,
refined air refueling procedures, and selected
planes and crews for the “Question Mark”
record-setting endurance flight of 150 hours,
40 minutes in January 1929. Serving as the
mission’s chief pilot, he took air refueling to
the next step by conceiving, organizing, and
conducting, from August to September 1929,
the “Boeing Hornet Shuttle,” the first nonstop
transcontinental flight sustained solely by
air refuelings. Through those two flights,
he significantly advanced the development
of air refueling and greatly expanded the
possibilities of airpower. Inducted 1993

Gen Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser

(1924-1997)
Although a bomber pilot most of his career,
he became - as Commander in Chief, Military
Airlift Command from July 1979 to June 1981
– the Air Force’s primary advocate for airlift
modernization and a visionary for mobility
forces. He pushed forward the C-5 wing
modification, C-141 stretch, air refueling
modernization, and Civil Reserve Air Fleet
enhancement programs. He also championed
and helped define the Future Airlift Aircraft
Program that would eventually become the
C-17. In retirement he continued to support
the mobility community through the
Airlift Association serving as its chairman
from November 1985 to November 1992.
Inducted 1994

Lt Gen Joseph Smith

(1901-1993)
Although he served in the U.S. military for 35
years, from 1923 to 1958, it was not until 1948
that he began to make his mark as an Airlifter.
As commander of the Berlin Airlift Task Force,
he established the airlift flow into and out of
the city. In November 1951, he took command
of the Military Airlift Transport Service (MATS)
where, over the next six and one-half years, he
oversaw establishment of MATS as the single
manager operating agency for airlift service,
the Civil Reserve Air Fleet, and the Airlift
Service Industrial Fund. Under his command,
MATS supported the Korean War, the Suez
Crisis, and the Hungarian Refugee Evacuation.
Inducted 1995

The warrior who advances
without coveting fame and retreats
without fearing disgrace,
whose only thought is to protect
his country and do good
service for his sovereign, is the
jewel of the kingdom.
—Sun Tzu
Nancy Harkness Love

(1914-1976)
An aviation pioneer, she earned her pilot’s
license in 1930 at the age of 16 and her air
transport rating in 1933. In 1942 she was
instrumental in establishing, under Air
Transport Command (ATC), the Women’s
Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron, a predecessor
unit to the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots,
the WASP, serving with the ATC Ferrying
Division, she oversaw the training, planning
and operations of six WASP ferrying squadrons.
Under her leadership the WASP moved during,
World War II, thousands of aircraft between
factories and operational units, thus freeing
their male comrades for combat duty. She
received the Air Medal for her wartime service.
Inducted 1996

Gen William G. Moore, Jr.

(1920)
A veteran of three wars - World War II,
Korean, and Southwest Asia - with nearly
40 years of military service, he conceived,
planned and directed a wide variety of
combat aerial delivery methodologies.
While commanding the 314th Troop Carrier
Wing and the 839th Air Division (AD) from
1962 to 1963, he conducted project “Close
Look,” which set the foundation for many
of today’s airlift tactics and procedures.
As commander of the 834th AD, he was
responsible for tactical airlift in Vietnam,
and from April 1977 to June 1979, he
commanded the Military Airlift Command.
He is the Airlift/tanker Association’s senior
founding member. Inducted 1997
A/TA Hall of Fame Continues >

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

19

Col Joe M. Jackson

(1923)
Mobility warrior and national hero, he was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions
on 12 May 1968 at Kham Duc, South Vietnam,
a U.S. Special Forces camp near the Laotian
border. Piloting his C-123 at 9,000 feet over the
camp, he descended at 4,000 feet per minute
to rescue three combat controllers who had
been in charge of evacuating the camp earlier
in the day. Encountering intense enemy fire
at 4,000 feet that followed the aircraft down
the runway, and narrowly avoiding a hit from
a 122-mm rocket, he turned for take-off as
the three-man team jumped aboard through
the open rear cargo door. Again, on ascent,
his aircraft encountered heavy enemy fire.
Inducted 1997

“Great men, unknown to their generation,
have their fame among the great who
have preceded them, and all true worldly
fame subsides from their high
estimate beyond the stars.”
—Henry David Thoreau

MajGen Winston P. “Wimpy” Wilson

Sgt John L. Levitow

(1911-1996)
He rose from an aircraft mechanic in the
Arkansas National Guard in 1929 to lead the
Air National Guard (ANG) from 1953 to 1963
and the National Guard Bureau from 1963
to 1971. By insisting on realistic training for
the ANG, according to active duty Air Force
standards, and equipping it with modernday transports, tankers, and fighters, he
transformed the Air Guard from a flying club
into a prized, combat-ready component of
the Air Force. His initiatives led directly to
the Defense Department’s Total Force policy.
Inducted 2000

(1945-2000)
He received the Medal of Honor for his selfless
heroism on the night of 24 February 1969
while serving as loadmaster on an AC-47
gunship over Long Binh, South Vietnam. An
enemy 82-mm mortar shell landed on top of
the gunship’s right wing. Exploding inside the
wing frame, the blast raked the fuselage with
shrapnel severely wounding him and three
other crew members in the rear of the aircraft.
Weak from loss of blood and with only partial
use of his legs, he pulled an unconscious
crew member away from the open cargo door
and then grabbed a loose, burning flare and
threw it overboard seconds before it exploded.
Inducted 1998

MSgt Roy W. Hooe

(1892-1973)
An aviation pioneer of huge historical stature,
he served as aircraft mechanic for Billy
Mitchell during aerial gunnery and bombing
tests in 1921; Charles Lindbergh for the “Spirit
of Saint Louis” goodwill mission to Mexico
City in 1927; and Carl Spaatz and Ira Eaker on
the “Question Mark” record-setting endurance
flight in 1929, for which he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross. During his 30year aviation career, he also served as crew
chief for other aviation heroes, including
Lester Maitland, Albert Hagenberger, and
Amelia Earhart. Inducted 2001

Col Gail S. Halvorsen

(1920)
During the Berlin Airlift, also called Operation
VITTLES, he instituted Operation LITTLE
VITTLES by dropping small parachutes laden
with candy from his C-54 aircraft to the
children of Berlin. While motivating Berliners
to never give up hope, his self-initiated act of
kindness - which earned him the nickname
“Candy Bomber” – also became a symbol of U.S.
resolve during the Cold War. Receiving in 1949
the prestigious Cheney Award for his actions
during the Berlin Airlift, he has continued to
serve as a national ambassador of goodwill.
For airlifters he epitomizes their humanitarian
spirit and continues to inspire us all to serve
others. Inducted 1999

“The talent of success is nothing more than doing what you can do well,
and doing well whatever you do without thought of fame. If it comes at
all it will come because it is deserved, not because it is sought after.”
–Henry Wasdworth Longfellow
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Gen Duane H. Cassidy

Gen Carl A. “Tooey” Spaatz

(1891-1974)
World War I fighter pilot, World War II
Commander of Air Forces in Europe and
the Pacific, first Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air
Force in 1947, and air refueling pioneer, he
commanded the “Question Mark” - a U.S.
Army C-2A Fokker transport aircraft - in its
record-setting endurance flight of 150 hours,
40 minutes in January 1929. This mission
proved that aerial refueling was safe and
practical and earned him the Distinguished
Flying Cross. The flight also helped prove
that airpower was no longer a barnstorming
sideshow but a serious component of national
defense. Inducted 2002

John F. Shea

1919-1996)
Serving as Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff
for Plans, Headquarters Military Airlift
Command (1960-1983), he helped conceive,
develop, and bring to fruition numerous airlift
enhancement and modernization programs
including the C-5 wing modification, the
C-141 stretch, and the addition of emergency
cargo conversion features to wide-bodied
commercial passenger aircraft in the Civil
Reserve Air Fleet, additionally, his vision
and expertise in air mobility helped shape
the National Airlift Expansion Act, which
provided the legislative foundations for
joint - military and commercial - aircraft
development. Inducted 2003

(1933)
Instrumental in establishing the United
States Transportation Command, he was
Commander-in-Chief (1987-1989) of the
new joint command, while serving as
Commander-in-Chief of Military Airlift
Command (1985-1989). The first “dualhatted” Commander-in-Chief for these two
commands, transforming the transportation and air mobility mission, culture, and
history. Responsible for military airlift and
global land, sea, and air transportation for
all US fighting forces and also commanded
special operations, rescue, weather, and
aeromedical evacuation in his role as the
executive director of the Single Manager
Operating Agency for Department of Defense Airlift. During his 35 years of honorable service, he lent support to a broad
spectrum of initiatives that included improved quality of life, aircrew retention,
and spearheading the acquisition of the
C-17 Globemaster III aircraft.
Inducted 2006

Aeromedical Evacuation
Legacy Team

Aeromedical Evacuation is a core mission of
the Air Mobility Command and a major component of its proud heritage. Evacuating injured personnel using fixed and rotary wing
aircraft revolutionized the rapid transport of
casualties from areas with inadequate or no
medical care. The Aeromedical Evacuation
Legacy Team exemplifies this vital mission
and the total force concept transparent in today’s mobility air forces. Lt Gen Paul Carlton,
Col Dennis “Bud” Traynor, Col Regina Aune,
Col Robert “Bob” Brannon, Col Jay Johannigman, Lt Reba Whittle, CMSgt Rodney Christa
and MSgt Mark McElroy epitomize the thousands of AE professionals who continue to
give hope to all in harm’s way. The vision
and dedication exhibited by these individuals advanced performance to a level where
“No One Else Comes Close.”
Inducted 2007

Maj Gen Robert B. Patterson
Maj Gen James I. “Bagger” Baginski

(1932-2013)
In his 30 years in the Air Force (1954-1984),
he served in a variety of leadership roles, from
commander, 374th Tactical Airlift Wing to HQ
Military Airlift Command Deputy Chief of
Staff for Operations and Personnel. He had a
direct, pervasive, and long-lasting influence
on air mobility, from the C-5 modernization
and C-141 stretch programs to enhanced
aircraft and aircrew air refueling capabilities.
As Director of Mobility, Joint Deployment
Agency, he advanced the services’ joint
transportation planning policy, systems, and
procedures. An Airlift/Tanker Association
(A/TA) founding member and Board of
Advisors Chairman, he helped lead the A/TA
in transitioning from a reunion type airlift
organization to a professional air mobility
association. At his induction into the A/TA
Hall of Fame, he had dedicated 50 years service
to the air mobility mission. Inducted 2005

(1933)
A champion for special operations and
realistic combat training, General Patterson
played an integral role in shaping Air Force
Special Operations. As the first commander
of MAC’s 23rd Air Force, he transformed
the Air Rescue and Recovery Service into
a highly skilled special operations force.
Through a number of groundbreaking events,
he integrated night vision capabilities into
combat rescue, took the first C-130s and
C-141s to Exercise RED FLAG, and included
the first international teams in VOLANT
RODEO, the command’s airdrop competition.
As 21st Air Force commander, he played a key
role in Operation URGENT FURY, the rescue
of U.S. medical students from Grenada.
A visionary leader and aviator, General
Patterson made impressive contributions to
the advancement of air mobility and special
operations. Inducted 2008
A/TA Hall of Fame Continues >
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Pioneers Of Aerial Refueling

Two aviation events during the 1920s had a
significant Impact on air mobility. During June
1923, U.S. Army Air Service aviators flew two
Dehavilland DH-4 aircraft on four missions
designed to prove the viability of air-to-air
refueling. The first mission lasted 6 hours and
38 minutes and transferred 75 gallons of fuel.
The third mission involved 14 air refuelings,
with the Receiver aircraft staying aloft for
37 hours and 20 minutes. The final flight on
October 25 involved an operational mission
covering 1,280 miles from Suma, WA to San
Diego, CA. The Airlift/Tanker Association
proudly honors these aviators for their efforts
proving the feasibility of air refueling: Tanker
Crew #1: 1 Lt Virgil Hine and 1 Lt (Col) Frank
W. Seifert; Tanker Crew #2:Capt Robert G.
Erwin and 1 Lt Oliver R. McNeel; Receiver
Crew: Capt (Col) Lowell H. Smith and 1 Lt
John Paul Richter. Inducted 2009

Pioneers of Aerial Refueling

The second significant air refueling event
occurred January 1-7, 1929, with the flight of
the Question Mark. The Question Mark, a U.S.
Army Air Corps Fokker C-2A aircraft and two
Douglas C-1 Aircraft took to the skies to prove
that aircraft range and endurance was only
limited by aircrew endurance. Utilizing both
tanker aircraft, the Question Mark completed
43 refueling contacts, onloaded 5,660+
gallons of fuel and stayed aloft 150 hours and
40 minutes. The Airlift/Tanker Association
proudly honors these aviators for their efforts
proving the feasibility of air refueling: Tanker
Crew #1: Capt Ross G. Hoyt, 1 Lt Auby C.
Strickland, and 2 Lt Irwin A. Woodring. Tanker
Crew #2: 1 Lt Odas Moon, 2 Lt Joseph G.
Hopkins, and 2 Lt Andrew F. Salter. Question
Mark Crew: Major Carl A. Spatz, Capt Ira C.
Eaker, 1 Lt Harry A. Halverson, 2 Lt Elwood R.
Quesada and Sgt Roy Hooe. Inducted 2009

Sergeant William H. Pitsenbarger

(1944-1966)
Sergeant Pitsenbarger exemplified the
highest professional standards and tradition of military service. In 1965, he was
assigned as a pararescue crew member
to Det 6, 39th Air Rescue and Recovery
Squadron, Bien Hoa Air Base, Vietnam.
He participated in almost 300 rescue missions. On April 11, 1966, then Airman First
Class Pitsenbarger took part in a rescue
mission to extract Army casualties pinned
down by intense enemy fire. Arriving on
scene, he volunteered to be hoisted down
from the rescue helicopter to the ground
in order to organize and coordinate rescue
efforts, care for the wound, and evacuate
casualties. During an enemy assault, he repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire to
care for the wounded. While resisting the
enemy attack he was fatally wounded. For
his conspicuous gallantry, Airman Pitsenbarger was awarded the Medal of Honor.
Inducted 2012

Gener al Ronald R. Fogleman

(1942)
As commander, United States Transportation
Command and Air Mobility Command, General Ronald R. Fogleman inspired and drove
unprecedented organizational transformation that made a lasting impact on global mobility. Recognizing the importance of a strong
commercial air and sealift industry, he revitalized and strengthened both of these critical
programs. Under his leadership, AMCs Airlift
and Air Refueling Forces proved unprecedented support for high visibility contingency
and humanitarian actions around the globe.
As the 16th Chief of Staff of the Air Force, he
was the driving force behind developing the
service’s core values of integrity first, service
before self, and excellence in all we do. General Fogleman’s selfless devotion, patriotism
and visionary leadership transformed the U.S.
Air Force into the premier air and space force
of the 21st century. INDUCTED - 2013

Gener al Thomas M. Ryan, Jr.

(1928)
General Tom Ryan was a natural leader known
for his integrity, selfless commitment to the
mobility mission and his people and their
families. During his leadership tours as Vice
Commander (1977-81) and then Commander
(1983-85) of the Military Airlift Command,
General Ryan presided over mobility operations in support of many significant national
and international crises and humanitarian
and disaster relief efforts. He oversaw the codification of Airlift Doctrine in support of the
combatant commands. General Ryan drove
the development and publication of the first
U.S. Air Force Airlift Master Plan. He was a
huge proponent of increasing the role the Air
Reserve Component and worked to transfer
C-5 and C-141 aircraft to Air Reserve units. A
selfless leader and mentor, he was always the
first to highlight the accomplishments of his
commanders and airmen. His behind-thescenes leadership and advocacy helped bring
about mobility cultural changes that we take
for granted today. Inducted 2011
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Colonel Earl B. Young

(1913)
Col Young’s Air Force career spanned the formative years of air mobility. His insight and
dedication proved instrumental in establishing the early organization charged with providing airlift support to the nation. As the Air
Transport Command (ATC) Chief of Plans, he
was directly involved at the end of WWII in
the debate over where airlift resources should
be managed and maintained. With the establishment of the Department of Defense in
1947, Col Young was responsible for consolidating airlift resources under one organization that he named the Military Air Transport
Service. On March 28, 1951, 18th Air Force
was established with Col Young as the first
commander. Nine medium Troop Carrier
Wings and later 2 Heavy Troop Carrier Wings
were assigned to 18th Air Force. Col Young’s
exceptional leadership and vision at a pivotal
time for the Air Force made a lasting impact
on air mobility. INDUCTED - 2014
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Airlift/Tanker Association

Awards

T

he actions of the men, women and/or organizations inducted

into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame and those awarded the coveted
annual Airlift/Tanker Association Young Leadership Awards,
Huyser Aircrew Awards, P.K. Carlton Award for Valor,

Halvorsen Award, Specialized Mission Award, Fogleman ASAM Award,
Key Spouse of Year Award, AFRC Outstanding Unit Award,
and the ANG Outstanding Unit Award
all have exemplary records of performance detailing numerous
instances of their outstanding proficiency and excellence –
far too extensive to fully cover in the pages of A/TQ.
The examples used in each of the following short biographical
descriptions serve only to highlight their
extraordinary service to the Air Mobility Community,
the United States Air Force and Our Nation –
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This year’s inductee into the Airlift/Tanker Hall of Fame is a group of six United States Air Force
loadmasters collectively nominated as the “C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters.” These six C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters
were the cornerstone for the successful design, development, production, test, and evaluation of the cargo
compartment of one of the greatest air mobility aircraft ever produced, the C-17A Globemaster III.
The character, vision, creativity, and accomplishments of the C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters make this group
the right choice for this prestigious award and induction into the Airlift/Tanker Association Hall of Fame.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Hall of Fame Inductee

C-17 Pathfinder Loadmasters
MSgt Theodore (Ted) R. Venturini (USAF Ret) • CMSgt Michael (Mike) M. Welch (USAF Ret)
CMSgt James (Jim) Lis (USAF Ret) • CMSgt Marion (Dave) D. Fincher (USAF Ret)
CMSgt William (Bill) M. Cannon (USAF Ret/Deceased) • CMSgt Mark A. Smith (USAF Ret)

The C-17A is routinely operated by a crew of three (pilot, co-pilot, and aircraft loadmaster) and maintains a mission completion success
rate in excess of 95% with an on-time departure reliability rate in excess of 92%. The overall success of the C-17A Globemaster III can be attributed to many individuals with varied skillsets over the past 35 years. However, the success, operational utility, advancement, and growth
of the business end of the C-17A will always will be attributed to Ted, Mike, Jim, Dave, Bill, and Mark. Collectively, these six C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters were the cornerstone for the successful design, development, production, test, and evaluation of the cargo compartment
of one of the greatest air mobility aircraft ever produced, the C-17A Globemaster III. Their combined Aircrew Loadmaster experience exceeds
150 years with over 55,000 flying hours on 21 different aircraft. Their unique backgrounds were critical to ensuring the one-loadmaster
aircrew concept became a reality on the C-17A aircraft. This “Band of Loadmasters” group effort resulted in revolutionary design improvements and advancement to America’s airlift capability and set a benchmark for air mobility aircraft for years to come.
LEADERSHIP, JOB PERFORMANCE, AND NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
MSgt Ted Venturini (USAF Ret)
In 1979, McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company selected MSgt
(USAF Ret) Ted Venturini to become Chief Loadmaster of the C-X
D9000 program. MSgt Venturini’s knowledge and experience with the C-5A and Advanced Medium Short Take Off and Landing Aircraft (AMST) programs made him
the perfect choice for the position. He was
instrumental in developing the McDonnell
Douglas C-X proposal, authoring the critical
Mission Systems volume. These important
sections laid out the vision for the most efficient and versatile cargo compartment, supporting the capability for one loadmaster to
accomplish all peace time and combat air mobility missions.
When McDonnell Douglas was selected as the C-X winner, MSgt
Venturini became the first C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster. Throughout the Full Scale Engineering Development phase of the program,
MSgt Venturini’s tenacity and drive ensured loadmaster critical systems endured and survived a number of challenges. With MSgt Venturini’s expertise, he and five other C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters
guided the company and the US Air Force to design the world’s first
single loadmaster aircraft.
As an accomplished Aircrew Loadmaster, MSgt Venturini was able
to provide seasoned loadmaster technical guidance and expertise
throughout the C-17A Preliminary Design Review (PDR) and Critical Design Review (CDR). On 15 September 1991, he flew the C-17A
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Globemaster III on its first flight as the aircrew loadmaster. During
the next four years, MSgt Venturini led his team of McDonnell Douglas loadmasters through C-17A Developmental and Operational Testing and Evaluation. Both milestones were highly successful. Those
who participated during the challenging design efforts and rewarding test missions always looked to MSgt Ted Venturini for leadership,
guidance, and expertise.
CMSgt Mike Welch (USAF Ret)
In 1979, CMSgt Mike Welch (USAF Ret) was selected as the Cargo Systems Acquisition Program Manager, Military Airlift Command (MAC) Detachment 4, Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio. He was
responsible for all MAC cargo systems acquisitions associated with the C-X (C-17A),
C-20A, C-21, C-23A and KC-10A aircraft.
As a C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster, CMSgt
Welch was the lynch pin, defining and
implementing MAC operational requirements for Aeronautical Systems Division
program managers and directors.
As an experienced Aircrew Loadmaster,
he directly supported the C-17A program
throughout Full Scale Engineering Development, Preliminary Design Review, and Critical Design Review.
CMSgt Welch provided operational direction during the development of the single-loadmaster C-17A cargo compartment and was
responsible for C-17 Airdrop Research Test Projects.

“I found that the men and women who
got to the top were those who did the jobs
they had in hand, with everything they had
of energy and enthusiasm
and hard work.”
–Harry S. Truman
CMSgt Jim Lis (USAF Ret)
In 1980, MSgt Jim Lis was assigned to the C-X Systems Program
Office (SPO), Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, to become the
C-X Mission/Environmental Systems Project Manager. His primary role during the
early stages of the program included source
selection, reviewing, securing, and cataloging over seven tons of proposal material
from three primary contractors, and providing technical guidance to over 500 pilot,
loadmaster, aeromedical, US Army, and civilian evaluators.
In 1981, McDonnell Douglas was selected as the winner of the C-X source selection. As a C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster, SMSgt Lis was selected
as the first C-17A Mission Systems Requirements Manager, Headquarters Military Airlift Command, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.
SMSgt Lis’ tasks focused on integrating the Command’s unique C17A Mission Systems operational requirements into the business
end of the aircraft.
CMSgt Lis (USAF Ret) also co-authored the massive C-17A Requirements Correlation Matrix (RCM) which identified and quantified every operational requirement derived for the C-17A and was used by
the Command, C-17A Special Projects Office (SPO), US Army and the
contractor to measure how well the aircraft design would meet each
and every requirement within the RCM. The RCM became the Command’s principal document to defend C-17A requirements as well as
ensure the aircraft program would succeed. Additionally, CMSgt Lis
directly supported the C-17A program throughout Full Scale Engineering Development, Preliminary Design Review, and Critical Design Review as an Aircrew Loadmaster expert.
CMSgt Dave Fincher (USAF Ret)
In 1981, CMSgt Dave Fincher (USAF Ret) was selected as one
of 45 loadmaster evaluators during the seven month C-X source
selection process. CMSgt Fincher’s expertise with the C-5A was instrumental during the evaluation of the three contractor
proposals; McDonnell Douglas, Boeing,
and Lockheed-Martin. His knowledge was
particularly important when evaluating
outsized and oversized cargo requirements
to meet the C-X Request for Proposal.
After the US Air Force selected McDonnell Douglas as the C-X winner, CMSgt
Fincher became a full-time C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster. He directly supported the C-17 program throughout
Full Scale Engineering Development, Preliminary Design Review,
Critical Design Review and just prior to first flight in 1991, as an
Aircrew Loadmaster subject matter expert. Concurrent with supporting the C-17A program, CMSgt Fincher was assigned to the Air
Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center (AFOTEC), Kirtland
AFB, New Mexico as the Strategic/Tactical Aircraft Systems Test
Manager, supporting the C-17A and numerous other AMC aircraft.

CMSgt Bill Cannon (USAF Ret/Deceased)
In 1982, CMSgt Bill Cannon (USAF Ret) was selected for a position with McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company as a “C-17A Project
Loadmaster” for the new United States Air
Force C-17A aircraft. As a C-17A Pathfinder
Loadmaster, he was assigned to the Flight
Operations Division of McDonnell Douglas
Aircraft Company.
CMSgt Cannon’s responsibilities included
working with numerous aircraft design engineers, integrating his operational skills with
their engineering skills to develop the first
single-loadmaster aircraft. CMSgt Cannon
fine-tuned the fully integrated and dedicated
loadmaster station which would enable the loadmaster to command
ultimate control of the entire aircraft cargo compartment and all associated systems from one dedicated operating station.
CMSgt Cannon directly supported the C-17A program as a seasoned Aircrew Loadmaster throughout Full Scale Engineering Development, Preliminary Design Review, and Critical Design Review
of the aircraft. After the first C-17A flight in 1991, CMSgt Cannon
became the Chief Loadmaster of the C-17A flight test program at
Edwards AFB, CA. During his tenure at McDonnell Douglas, CMSgt
Cannon also founded and was the first President of the “See Seventeen Chapter,” of the Airlift/Tanker Association. Bill also served as
President of the Association.
CMSgt Mark Smith (USAF Ret)
In 1985, MSgt Mark Smith was selected as the first C-17A Project
Loadmaster, C-17A System Program Office, Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio. He was directly responsible for design,
development, and acquisition of cargo compartment systems and mission equipment
for the $41 billion C-17A weapon system.
As a C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster, his team
crafted critical loadmaster capabilities for the
world's first-ever single loadmaster aircraft.
SMSgt Smith developed and led the Airlift
Mission Systems Panel, consisting of over
50 US Air Force, US Army, and McDonnell
Douglas personnel. He directly supported
the C-17A program as a skilled Aircrew Loadmaster throughout Full
Scale Engineering Development, Preliminary Design Review, and
Critical Design Review of the aircraft.
SMSgt Smith kept the C-17A at the forefront of design operability, ensuring the loadmaster team targeted continuous improvement
in combat capability. In 1991, CMSgt Smith returned to Charleston
AFB, SC to lead the Command as a C-17A initial cadre loadmaster.
During his tenure as the Chief Loadmaster of the 437th Airlift Wing,
he implemented initial squadron operations and flight training for
over 450 aircrew personnel. During the first two years, he prepared
the first C-17A squadron for the highly successful Reliability, Maintainability, and Availability Evaluation.
In 1996, CMSgt Smith (USAF Ret) transferred to Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio, serving as the C-17A SPO Chief Loadmaster Manager. He
was directly responsible for refining and prioritizing updated C-17A
cargo compartment mission systems requirements for the nation's
highest-priority mobility forces aircraft.
Mark is the Immediate Past President of the Air.ift/Tanker Association.
Hall of Fame story continues >>>
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015
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SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
ADVANCEMENT OF AIR MOBILITY
Beginning in 1981, the McDonnell Douglas C-17A Globemaster
III cargo compartment evolved from a concept into a multifaceted
fully integrated systems design which exceeded Military Airlift
Command operational requirements. Through their diversity and
vast experience on numerous cargo transport aircraft, the C-17A

The C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters’ expert efforts ensured the success of the single loadmaster requirement as well as the advancement
of Air Mobility Command’s requirement for speed, velocity, and mission through-put. The C-17A Globemaster III’s operational design allows one loadmaster to preflight the aircraft in less than 30 minutes,
configure/reconfigure the cargo compartment in less than 20 minutes,
and load/offload the aircraft in less than 20 minutes; all threshold requirements identified by the Military Airlift Command. Collectively,
the C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters’ creative designs allowed Air Mobility Command to reduce aircraft ground times as much as three hours
compared to other AMC cargo transport aircraft. The C- 17A’s 95%
+ mission success rate is directly attributable to the creative, reliable,
innovative, cargo compartment design features implemented by the
C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters.
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO THE AIR MOBILITY
MISSION, CULTURE, & HISTORY

The design of the cargo compartment allows the C-17 to carry a
wide range of vehicles, palleted cargo, paratroops, air-drop loads
and aeromedical evacuees. The cargo compartment has a sufficiently large cross-section to transport large wheeled and tracked
vehicles, tanks, helicopters (such as the AH-64 Apache), artillery
and weapons such as the Patriot missile system. Three Bradley armoured vehicles comprise one deployment load on the C-17. The
US Army/Marine Corps M1A1 main battle tank can be carried with
other vehicles. Here, an Air Force C-17 Globemaster III aircraft crew
assigned to the 816th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron (EAS) loads a
Marine Corps M1A1 Abrams tank for aerial transport to Afghanistan
in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM on 28 November
2010. The 816th EAS was deployed to an undisclosed location in
Southwest Asia. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Andy M. Kin).

Prior to the C-17A Globemaster III aircraft, Military Airlift Command mission culture was tied to aircraft that had been designed in
the 1950s and early 1960s. Technology and workload reduction was
primarily focused on the aircraft cockpit. The aircraft cargo compartment was treated as a flying warehouse, only requiring enough
features to keep cargo restrained during flight with a minimal airdrop capability. Loadmaster provisions and systems were heavy, mechanical, and difficult to configure and stow. Loadmaster workload
was intense and time consuming due to heavy, cumbersome mission
kits required for successful mission accomplishment.
These kits were not a routine part of the aircraft configuration
so mission readiness and the ability for MAC to quickly respond to
worldwide humanitarian and combat operations was significantly
impacted. The austere nature of the cargo systems often required
multiple loadmasters, particularly during aerial delivery and cargo/
passenger missions. As the C-17A evolved, the concept of direct
delivery, placing troops into the forward combat zone without an

Pathfinder Loadmasters were instrumental in providing unparalleled leadership and expertise necessary to guide the company
and Military Airlift Command to produce the first cargo transport
aircraft specifically designed for a one loadmaster operation. Their
recommendations prior to and during the C-17A Preliminary Design
Review in 1985 and Critical Design review in 1988, along with numerous hands-on cargo compartment mockup evaluations, workload
demonstrations, aerial delivery and aeromedical evacuation demonstrations, and human factors assessments directly influenced the final
C-17A cargo compartment design. Some of these innovative design
contributions include:
• The first ever dedicated and fully integrated forward loadmaster
station which allows the single loadmaster full management and
control of all systems within the cargo compartment.
• Enhanced aerial delivery and emergency systems; cargo compartment overhead, sidewall, and floor lighting; fully integrated
aerial delivery and dual rail airdrop/logistics rail systems.
• Revolutionary onboard mission systems equipment, such as the integrated hydraulic cargo winch with variable speed control, wireless
winch controllers which allows loadmaster control of both the cargo
winch and the static line retriever winches for cargo and personnel
airdrop operations, emergency aeromedical evacuation kits, integrated troop seats, container delivery system modular barrier, automated
cargo loading stabilizer struts, and full width, 400 pound cargo loading ramps which can support a 140,000 pound M-1A1 Abrahams
Tank, but can be operated by only one loadmaster.
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C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster CMSgt Mark Smith, USAF (Ret),
standing, explains the C-17 Loadmaster Position to prior A/TA Hall
of Fame Inductee, Col. Gail Halvorsen, USAF (Ret), affectionately
known as the “Candy Bomber,” during a 2005 trip to Rhein Main
AB, Germany. Chief Smith is the immediate past president of the
Airlift/Tanker Association. (A/TA photo by Collin Bakse).
intermediate stop became even more important. The C-17A is routinely operated by a crew of three (pilot, co-pilot, and loadmaster).
By aircraft size comparison, the C-141 and C-5 require two flight
engineers and two loadmasters. The design of the C-17A, along with
the validation of the one loadmaster capability, changed the culture
and history of air mobility aircraft. This historical change highlighted
the aircrew loadmaster as a critical primary crewmember responsible
for loading/offloading the aircraft, providing detailed aircraft systems

“Care not for being unknown, but seek to be worthy of note.”
–Confucius

knowledge and expertise, replacing the requirement for two flight engineers. This smaller crew complement reduced manpower requirements, risk exposure, and long-term operating costs. The C-17A cargo
compartment design changes developed by the C-17A Pathfinder
Loadmasters were critical to the success of the C-17A and Air Mobility Command mission. The C-17A can deliver virtually all of the US
Army’s air-transportable combat cargo directly into austere airfields.
The C-17A can carry 102 paratroopers and cargo at the same time
with dual paratroop doors with built-in air deflectors, allowing parachutists to exit the aircraft in 55 seconds, a threshold requirement
identified by the US Army and Military Airlift Command. The C-17A
design utilizes dual logistics rails, allowing two rows of equipment
to be airdropped from the same aircraft, doubling the combat equipment capacity and cutting in half the number of C-17A’s required to
airdrop heavy equipment into the combat zone, fully supporting the
US Army Strategic Battalion Airdrop capability.
The aircraft can transport litters and ambulatory patients during
emergency evacuations without kits. These significant mission and
culture changes were directly attributable to the skilled expertise
the C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters incorporated into the final C-17A
Globemaster III design. Their group efforts established an extremely
high benchmark for future airlift operations and a new mission culture for Air Mobility Command.
WHY THE C-17 PATHFINDER LOADMASTERS
GROUP DESERVES INDUCTION INTO
THE AIRLIFT/TANKER HALL OF FAME
On 12 September 2013, the U.S. Air Force’s 223rd C-17A was delivered, fulfilling the U.S. Air Force’s contract. Worldwide, 266 C17As have been delivered including 43 to eight customers outside the
United States. Since the Initial Operating Capability in June 1993,
the Air Force has been operating C-17A aircraft around the globe.
During this time, the C-17A proved itself to be an amazing warhorse.
The initiatives Air Mobility Command implemented to get the
right cargo, to the right place, at the right time, with more velocity, are a direct result of the capabilities the C-17A brings to the
warfighter. These capabilities would not have been possible without
the pioneer loadmasters who designed, developed and proved those
capabilities.
The C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters changed the way the Air Force
conducts air mobility operations. The amazing success of the C-17A
is a story of innovative skillsets and group teamwork. The C-17A
Pathfinder Loadmasters serve as the foundation, benchmark, and
success of the C-17A aircraft, and to Air Mobility Command operations around the globe. Critical contributions made by the C-17A
Pathfinder Loadmasters are too numerous to list.
The most noteworthy accomplishments include the fully integrated forward loadmaster control panel which allows the loadmaster
full management of cargo compartment environmental systems,
cargo logistics systems, aerial delivery systems, critical emergency
systems, lighting, and weight and balance features which allow
the transfer of information directly to the cockpit via the mission
computer. The station also includes a video monitor which provides
enhanced day and night viewing of drogue parachutes without the
aircrew loadmaster leaving their dedicated crew location, critical to
one loadmaster airdrop operations. Other accomplishments include
the evolution of the logistics and aerial delivery cargo rail systems.
Through guidance from the C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters, McDonnell Douglas was able to develop an electromechanical system
that evolved into a reliable and user friendly system, fully supporting
the single loadmaster capability.
One of the most difficult challenges facing the C-17A Pathfinder Loadmaster team involved the cargo loading stabilizer struts.

Weight growth made the automated struts a prime target for
conversion into a mechanical system. This would have created
significant workload challenges for one loadmaster and increased
ground times for the aircraft. The proposed redesign included a
heavy cylinder stored outside the aircraft which would require
the aircrew loadmaster to exit the aircraft prior to opening the
doors for cargo loading/offloading operations as well as removing
the struts prior to flight.

Lt. Col. Walter C. Daniels II, 57th Weapons Squadron commander,
right, presents Master Sgt. Ted Venturini (USAF Ret) with a gift honoring the establishment of the 57th Weapons Squadron Venturini
Spirit Award on 1 April 2008. Mr. Venturini was first dubbed the
“Godfather” in an Airman Magazine article written in September
1994. His flying career began as an Air Force aircraft mechanic in
1956. Over the years, he cross-trained to be a loadmaster, upgraded
to test loadmaster and culminated as the McDonnell Douglas Test
Loadmaster for the C-17 program flying on the maiden flight 15
September 1991. According to the many stories shared by Mr. Venturini, the C-17A is his life’s passion, much like that of the pilots
and loadmasters of the 57th WPS. He took designs, lessons learned
and experiences he gained while flying on the C-133B, C-130, C-141,
C-5A, YC-14 and YC-15 to make the C-17A into the capable weapons
system it is today. In his heart of hearts he believes, like most C17A crewmembers, that the cargo compartment is the business end
of the aircraft. The students of C-17 WIC class 07B selected Tech.
Sgt. Brian Chewning as the first recipient of the Ted Venturini Spirit
Award. (Courtesy photo).
The C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters suggested a number of automated design alternatives with the final design including a capability to jack the aircraft and change the main landing tires without
the use of additional ground support equipment. No other transport
aircraft anywhere in the world has these unique features.
During these and many other mission systems design reviews, the
C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters earned great respect from McDonnel Douglas Aircraft Company, Air Mobility Command, and United
States Air Force. Their design recommendations were always based
upon fact and a strong desire to produce the world’s most capable
airlifter. The C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters are a tribute to the Mobility Airmen of the past and provide inspiration and hope for humanitarian and warfighter success in the future.
The character, vision, creativity, and accomplishments of the
C-17A Pathfinder Loadmasters make this group the right choice for
this prestigious award and induction into the Airlift/Tanker Association
Hall of Fame.
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015
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The Airlift/Tanker Association Young Leadership Award
is presented annually to twelve individuals who
have displayed performance excellence, outstanding
professional skill, knowledge and leadership
in fulfillment of their duties.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Young Leadership Awards

Technical Sergeant Paul Alfred
Technical Sergeant Paul Alfred is the
Weather Flight Chief for the 36th Operations
Support Squadron, 36th Operations Group,
36th Wing, Andersen Air Force Base, Guam.
Technical Sergeant Alfred is responsible for
ensuring timely and accurate weather support for all PACOM missions originating or
transitioning through Andersen Air Force
Base. Additionally, he is charged with safeguarding $7.2 billion dollars in DoD assets
and 182,000 residents on Guam. Sergeant
Alfred was born in the Marshall Islands and entered active military
service in May of 2002.
After completion of weather technical training at Keesler AFB, Mississippi, he was assigned to the 21st Operational Weather Squadron
in Sembach AB, Germany, as a Regional Weather Forecaster. Since
then Sergeant Alfred has had four consecutive overseas tours including a deployment to Afghanistan and a remote tour to Soto Cano
AB, Honduras, where his dedication to duty and mission garnered
him two Joint Service Achievement medals. Sergeant Alfred was also
recognized as the Air Force Weather NCO of the Year in 2010.
In addition, Sergeant Alfred’s mentorship and innovative thinking
were the driving forces behind his section being named PACAF’s Outstanding Weather Organization for 2013 and 2014. For his remarkable
leadership and continuous community involvement he was named the
36th Wing’s Lance P. Sijan Leadership Award nominee in 2014. Sergeant Alfred is married to the former Nickylani Loeak Lamug and they
have four children together - Zander, Zavier, AnnaLei, and Logan.
Captain Lucas M. Berreckman
Captain Luke Berreckman is an Air Mobility
Liaison Officer in the 621st Contingency
Operations Support Group, 621st Contingency
Response Wing, supporting units at Fort
Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield in Georgia.
In this position he provides training and
mobility expertise to the 3rd Infantry Division among other Army units in support of
global combat operations. In addition Capt
Berreckman is a C-17A Aircraft Commander
attached to the 14th Airlift Squadron, 437th
Operations Group, 437th Airlift Wing, Joint Base Charleston, South
Carolina. As an Aircraft Commander he is responsible for securing
U.S. interests through the effective support of contingency, aeromedical and humanitarian missions utilizing the airland capabilities of
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the C- 17A, across the full spectrum of military operations.
Capt Berreckman enlisted in the Air Force in 2001 and served 4
years as a B-52 Communication, Navigation/Mission Systems technician at Barksdale AFB before being selected for the Airman Scholarship and Commissioning program in the fall of 2004. Upon graduation from AFROTC at the University of Arkansas with a Bachelor
of Science in Physics, he attended Specialized Undergraduate Pilot
Training at Laughlin AFB and subsequently was assigned to the 14th
Airlift Squadron at Charleston Air Force Base to fly the C-17A
At Charleston, Capt Berreckman became an Aircraft Commander
and airdrop pilot, served as Chief of Squadron Readiness, as Assistant
Flight Commander, and deployed 3 times before volunteering for
duty as an Air Mobility Liaison Officer.
Capt Berreckman has more than 1,500 flight hours in the C-17A,
T-1A, and T-6A and is the recipient of the Air Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, US Army Commendation Medal, and Air Force
Achievement Medal. He is married to Julie Berreckman of Shreveport,
LA and has 5 children—Autumn, Luke , Connor, Evan, and Andrew.
Technical Sergeant Kenneth C. Daugherty III
Technical Sergeant Kenneth C. Daugherty
III is assigned as the Section Chief of the
Commander’s Programs section, 39th Communications Squadron, Incirlik Air Base,
Turkey. In this capacity, he leads 8 personnel,
providing command, control, communications, computers and information services to
over 5,000 military and civilian personnel
within the 39th Air Base Wing, tenant units
and three geographically separated units
throughout Turkey.
Sergeant Daugherty directs the quality assurance evaluators, unit
security manager, training manager, deployment manager, and personnel readiness monitor. He also advises the section chief, flight
commander and cyber operations superintendent on matters of morale, welfare, training, safety, discipline and development affecting
the entire squadrons compliance programs.
TSgt Daugherty was born in Clarion, Pennsylvania, on 30 August 1980 and is a 1998 graduate of Clarion-Limestone High School
in Strattanville, PA. He entered the Air Force in June of 1998 as an
Electronic Computer and Switching Systems Technician. His first
assignment was to Langley AFB, VA for the Communications Operations Segment of Deployable Common Ground Station One. His
background includes various challenging and career broadening duties as a Cyber Transport Supervisor, Team Chief over multi-service
personnel while assigned to a Battle Simulation Center, NCOIC of

base Personal Wireless Communications Systems, Government Purchase Card Holder, Unit Deployment Manager, Unit Security Manager, Unit Fitness Program Manager, NCOIC of Telephone Systems,
NCOIC Network Management, Wing Emergency Operations Center
Rep, Wing Exercise Evaluation Team Rep, two time Contract Quality Assurance Evaluator, Afghanistan Area of Responsibility Internet
Protocol Manager, NCOIC Infrastructure, Section Chief on multiple
occasions, and he has an additional duty as First Sergeant over both
his assigned unit and the Medical Group.
Technical Sergeant Tiffany M. Dudley
Technical Sergeant Tiffany M. Dudley is
the Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge
of the Rotary Weapon Systems flight assigned to the 436th Supply Chain Operations Squadron, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois. She is 34 years old, married and has
two children. Sergeant Dudley was born in
Granite City, Illinois, on January 22, 1981.
She attended Granite City High School
(GCHS) where she excelled in both academics and athletics. Sergeant Dudley was an
active member of her high school’s Army
Junior ROTC program and track and field. She graduated from
GCHS in January 1999.
Upon enlisting in the Air Force, Sergeant Dudley was assigned
to Scott Air Force Base as one of the first Airman to stand-up the
Air Mobility Command Regional Supply Squadron. During her tour
she deployed to Al Udeid AB, Qatar, in support of Operation IRAQI
FREEDOM. Shortly after her return from deployment, she married
and received orders to Ramstein AB, Germany. During this assignment Sergeant Dudley expanded her logistic skills by working in the
86th Logistics Readiness Squadron (LRS) in various areas such as the
Receiving Section, Individual Equipment, and Flight Service Center.
While stationed at Ramstein AB, the 86 LRS received an “Outstanding” on the Unit Compliance Inspection. She was awarded “Outstanding Performer” during the inspection.
After her tour at Ramstein AB, Germany, her family returned to
Scott Air Force Base for a second tour and was assigned to the 437th
Supply Chain Operations Squadron. She excelled in her job tasks and
was shortly tasked to deploy to Balad Air Base, Iraq, as a Jet Tasked
Airman. She was assigned to the 2nd/402nd Army Battalion, Retrograde Property Assistance Team. Her team was responsible for accounting/shipping all of the Army vehicles and equipment worth
$6.9B out of Iraq. Sergeant Dudley was part of the Army Color Guard
during her deployment and was awarded 379th Air Expeditionary
Wing Tuskegee Team of the Month for April and June. After her return to Scott Air Force Base, she went on to prepare her team for
the first-ever Logistics Compliance Assessment Program where she
was awarded “Outstanding Performer” for her training program and
performance during the inspection. Her squadron received an “Outstanding” rating. Sergeant Dudley was hand-picked for a deployment
to Kandahar, Afghanistan, as the Equipment Specialist to assist in
the retrograde process for the southwestern region of Afghanistan.
While serving at Kandahar Airfield, she took charge of 89 equipment
accounts and took control of the Force Protection program. Sergeant
Dudley achieved first-ever 100% 451st Air Expeditionary Wing Force
Protection Inspection. During this time she researched and located 96 unaccountable weapons and prevented $105K loss to the Air
Force. Sergeant Dudley took the lead in the Financial Improvement
Audit Readiness of 6.2K equipment assets and beat HQ Air Force goal
by 2 months.
When she returned from Kandahar Air Field, Afghanistan, she
began working in the 436th Supply Chain Operations Squadron,
KC-135 Stock Control Flight. At this time, she established an outstanding training program and professional development program

for the junior enlisted. She completed her Community College of
the Air Force in Logistics and is aggressively pursuing her Bachelors
in Logistics. Sergeant Dudley was awarded the 635th Supply Chain
Operations Group Non-Commissioned Officer of the Quarter and
the 436th Supply Chain Operations Squadron Non-Commissioned
Officer of the Year.

“A great leader’s courage to
fulfull his vision comes from
passion, not position.”
–John Mawell
Technical Sergeant Patrick N. Gray
Technical Sergeant Patrick N. Gray is an
Aviation Resource Manager, assigned to the
91st Air Refueling Squadron, MacDill AFB,
Florida. He is 33 years old. Sergeant Gray
was born in Columbia, South Carolina, on
3 Aug 1981. Later, he attended Richland
Northeast High School at Columbia, South
Carolina, where he excelled in wide variety
of field and leadership school activities. Sergeant Gray actively participated in football,
track and field, Cross Country, and Navy
JROTC. During his involvement, he lettered in all three sports, and
was assigned as a Platoon Commander in JROTC. After graduating
from high school in 2000, Sergeant Gray was employed at Pizza Hut
while also attending Midlands Technical College in Columbia, South
Carolina. In June 2000, Sergeant Gray met with a United States Air
Force recruiter and subsequently enlisted in the Air Force under
the Delayed Enlistment Program. He was called to active duty on
11 September 2000.
Upon completion of Basic Military Training at Lackland AFB, Texas, Sergeant Gray attended technical training as a Security Forces
member at Lackland AFB, Texas, where he earned the Distinguished
Graduate award (February 2001). He was then assigned to Nellis AFB,
Nevada, and began on-the-job training for his five-skill level. During
the six years at Nellis AFB, Sergeant Gray worked as an Elite sentry,
Patrol men, Desk Sergeant, Air Base Ground Defense member, and
Physical Security and Police Services. Additionally, he was certified
as a Customs Official and attended the LVMPD Traffic Investigation
and Special Weapons and Tactics Training. In addition, SSgt Gray
received Rap certification from the base MWD section. In 2006 Sergeant Gray cross-trained into Aviation Resource Management, and
returned to Nellis AFB to serve as an ARM Apprentice. In February
2007, he exhibited the highest of standards and excellence by earning Distinguished Graduate in the Host Aviation Resource Management course and scored an unprecedented 94% on his five-skill level
End of Course exam, which garnering the 57th Wing Aviation Resource Management of the Year award.
In April 2009, Sergeant Gray was reassigned to MacDill AFB, Florida. During this time, he has held the position of NCOIC for the 6th
Operation Support Squadron, Host Aviation Resource Management,
Current Ops/Wing Scheduling and 91st Air Refueling Squadron Aviation Resource Management. Sergeant Gray has twice been selected
as the 91st ARS NCO of the Year (2013 and 2014), and has served in
leadership roles as NCOIC of ATO Integrator Section, 609th Air Operations Center, Al Udeid AB, Qatar, stand-in 91st ARS Superintendent, and 6th OG First Sergeant. Sergeant Gray is currently enrolled
at American Military University in the Bachelors of Science Criminal
Justice Program where he has accumulated 94 credits. He is engaged
to Jessica Alvarez.
Young Leadership Awards continue >>>
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Captain Albert N. Hainsfurther
Captain Albert N. ”Nick” Hainsfurther
was commissioned in 2007 after graduating
from the United States Air Force Academy. In
2009 he graduated from Undergraduate Pilot Training (UPT) at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas. Following UPT, Captain
Hainsfurther attended C-130 formal training at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas,
followed by his first operational flying assignment in the 52nd Airlift Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colorado.
After upgrading to aircraft commander,
Captain Hainsfurther was reassigned to the 61st Airlift Squadron,
Little Rock AFB, Arkansas where he upgraded to Instructor Pilot.
Prior to moving to the 62nd Airlift Squadron at Little Rock AFB,
Arkansas in 2014, Captain Hainsfurther completed the Weapons
Instructor Course as a Distinguished Graduate, earning honors for
Top Paper and the Flying Award. During his time at Little Rock AFB,
Captain Hainsfurther served in various flying positions including
Chief of Scheduling, Flight Commander and Deputy Chief of Group
Weapons and Tactics. Captain Hainsfurther deployed three times in
support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and Exercise ULCHI
FREEDOM GUARDIAN.
Captain Hainsfurther’s decorations include six Air Medals, two Air
Force Commendation medals, the Meritorious Unit Award, AF Outstanding Unit Award, AF Organizational Excellence Award, Combat Readiness Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with
Gold Border, AF Longevity Service, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon, AF Training Ribbon and the NATO Medal.
Staff Sergeant Brian P. Joseph
Staff Sergeant Brian P. Joseph is an MC130J Flying Crew Chief assigned to the
352nd Special Operations Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Royal Air Force Mildenhall, and United Kingdom. Sergeant Joseph was born in Vacaville, California, on
11 December 1984. He attended Vacaville
High School, Vacaville California, graduating in Jun 2003 where he was involved
in multiple high school sports including
baseball and basketball. An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed camping and hiking.
After graduating from high school, SSgt Joseph served as a girl’s
softball coach and was employed by Costco as a Tire Center Supervisor. He subsequently enlisted in the Air Force in June 2007 and arrived at Lackland AFB, Texas, in November 2007 for basic training.
Upon graduation from Basic Training he attended technical training school at Sheppard AFB, Texas and specialized aircraft training
school at Little Rock AFB, Arkansas, and graduated number one in
his class and was awarded the “Top Wrench Award.” His first assignment was to the 374 Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Yokota AB,
Japan in July 2008 where he served as an Assistant Dedicated Crew
Chief, a Dedicated Crew Chief and was selected for the squadron’s
prestigious Flying Crew Chief program.
Additionally, Sergeant Joseph deployed in support of Operations
IRAQI FREEDOM, ENDURING FREEDOM, and NEW DAWN. He
was selected as the PACAF Leo Marquez Award winner for 2011 and
was also the 352 Special Operations Maintenance Group’s nominee
to Air Force Special Operations Command for the CMSAF Barnes
Crew Chief of the Year for 2014. His military decorations include
Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal,
Air Force Achievement Medal, National Defense Medal, the Global
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War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal and the Air Force
Training Ribbon. He attends American Military University, and is
working toward an Associates Degree in Aerospace Technology.

Captain Daniel A. Naske

Captain Daniel A. Naske is a C-17A Weapons Officer and Evaluator Aircraft Commander assigned to the 17th Airlift Squadron as the Chief of Squadron Tactics, Joint
Base Charleston, South Carolina. He is 30
years old. Captain Naske was born in Grafton, New York, on 9 January 1985. He attended Berlin Jr/Sr High School, graduating
in May 2003. He was captain of the varsity
soccer team, played varsity baseball, and
was an avid snowboarder during the winter.
He served as the class president for two years and was a member of
the student council, band, and drama club. Upon graduating high
school Captain Naske began undergraduate studies on a ROTC scholarship at Clarkson University in upstate New York.
While in college, Captain Naske was a member of the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity where he regularly planned and executed community service events. Captain Naske commissioned as a Second Lieutenant and graduated as the Distinguished Graduate from Clarkson
University Air Force ROTC in May 2007. There, he earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Electrical Engineering. He then attended Air and
Space Basic Course at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama and was identified as a “Top Performer” in his flight. He then PCS’d to Dover Air
Force Base, Delaware where he served as the Executive Officer to the
436th Operations Support Squadron Commander.
After a year at Dover, Captain Naske moved to Columbus Air Force
Base, Mississippi where he attended Specialized Undergraduate Pilot
Training. He graduated with his wings in August 2009 and went
right into training for his assignment to the MC-12W Liberty aircraft. He deployed to Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan in March 2010
in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM where he was initial
cadre for Project Liberty in Afghanistan. There he flew 575 combat
hours and was upgraded from co-pilot to mission commander in just
five months. Captain Naske flew complex reconnaissance missions including counter-IED operations, high-value target capture operations, route reconnaissance, and operations in support of special operations forces.
After this deployment, Captain Naske attended the C-17A Pilot Initial Qualification course at Altus Air Force Base, Oklahoma and PCS’d
to Joint Base Charleston, South Carolina in February 2011. Since arriving at Joint Base Charleston, Captain Naske has upgraded from
co-pilot to Evaluator Aircraft Commander. He has deployed twice in
support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and Operation NEW
DAWN, and is a member of the C-17 Special Operations Low Level
community. While forward deployed, Captain Naske worked as a tactics officer as well as a route planner in the 816th Mission Planning
Cell. Captain Naske participated in combat airdrop and airland operations supporting NATO forces in Afghanistan. He completed his
Masters of the Arts in World War Two history in October 2013, and
graduated Squadron Officer School as a Distinguished Graduate in
March 2014. In July 2014, Captain Naske attended the United States
Air Force Weapons School and graduated as a Weapons Officer in December. He is an avid supporter of the Wounded Warrior Project and
the Fisher House, and supports his local community through food
banks and Adopt-a-Family for the holidays. His military awards include the Air Medal with seven oak leaf clusters, the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Air Force Achievement Medal with two oak
leaf clusters, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal and the NATO Medal.

Captain Fernando Nicolalde
Capt Fernando W. Nicolalde was most recently the flight commander for Air Crew
Flight Equipment Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape at the 552nd Operations
Support Group, 552nd Air Control Wing,
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma. As flight
commander, he is directly responsible for
the tactical level maintenance, component
repair, and aircrew training of life support
and survival assets for a 27 aircraft E-3 B/C/G
operational wing. He controls and allocates
resources, directs the activities of 46 personnel, manages an annual
budget of more than $400 thousand and develops and implements
plans to meet wing operational taskings. He is 30 years old.
Capt Nicolalde attended high school in Chino Hills, CA, lettering in Track and Cross Country and graduating second in his class.
He graduated the United States Air Force Academy in May 2006 and
then served as executive officer of the 355th Training Squadron,
Arizona. He attended Undergraduate Pilot Training at Laughlin Air
Force Base Texas and was assigned to the E-3 Sentry, the world’s
premier Airborne Warning and Control System platform. Capt
Nicolalde completed Squadron Officer School as a Distinguished
Graduate in the top 1 percent of his class.
As an Instructor Pilot, Capt Nicolalde served as the initial cadre for the E-3G model upgrade and has flown in support of OEF
over Afghanistan, OND over Libya, and OIR over Iraq and Syria. He
has accumulated 638 combat hours and a total of 1900 hours. Capt
Nicolalde has served in flight, squadron, group, and wing capacities.
He recently returned from a deployment as the executive officer for
the 380th Expeditionary Operations Group, where he took part in
Syria ops planning leading to the combat debut of the F-22.
Capt Nicolalde was the 552 Air Control Wing Flight Commander of
the Year, 2013. Some of his awards include an Air Medal, Air Achievement
Medal, Commendation Medals, and the NATO Medal. He is active at
his local church where is passionate about serving others.

“Lead me, follow me,
or get out of my way.”
—Gener al George Patton
Captain Tyler C. Perry

Captain Tyler C. Perry is the Executive
Officer for the 39th Air Base Wing, Incirlik
Turkey. He is 28 years old. He was born in
Atlanta Georgia on 19 November 1986. Captain Perry attended George Walton High
School in Atlanta, Georgia and participated
in numerous sporting and community activities during his tenure. Following graduation, Captain Perry attended the United
States Air Force Academy where he received a
Bachelor’s of Science in Management.
Upon graduation and commissioning from the United States Air
Force Academy in 2009, Capt Perry attended Joint Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training at Vance Air Force Base, Oklahoma. He
successfully completed the program finishing as a distinguished
graduate. Capt Perry then was assigned to Joint Base Charleston flying the C-17A Globemaster. He spent three years in Charleston accumulating more than 1,400 flying hours as well as sustaining three
deployments in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDON, NEW
DAWN, and INHERANT RESOLVE. Captain Perry recently was assigned to the 39th Air Base Wing as the Wing Executive Officer.

Captain Thomas Sanders
Captain Thomas A. Sanders is the Chief
of 353 Special Operations Group Current
Operations and Instructor Navigator on the
MC-130H at the 353rd Special Operations
Support Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan.
Captain Sanders is a 2006 graduate of the
University of Minnesota. After receiving
his commission, he attended Joint Service
Undergraduate Navigator Training course
at Randolph Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas.
Captain Sanders served as a Tactics Officer
at both the Squadron and Group levels as well as C-130E/H Instructor Navigator during his first operational assignment at Dyess Air
Force Base, Abilene, Texas. He served four tours in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM and Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, as
well as operational mission support in Horn of Africa. After leaving
Dyess in 2012, Captain Sanders completed formal training for the
MC-130H Combat Talon II and was assigned to the 1st Special Operations Squadron at Kadena Air Base, Japan.

“So nigh is Grandeur
to our dust,
so near is God to man,
when Duty whispers low,
‘thou must,’ the youth replies,
‘I can.’”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Technical Sergeant Eric M. Vasquez
Technical Sergeant Eric M. Vasquez
entered the Air Force in October of 2001.
Upon completion of his training, Sergeant
Vasquez was assigned to the Royal Air Force
Mildenhall, England as an In-Flight Refueling Specialist on the KC-135. In 2004,
he was reassigned to McConnell Air Force
Base, KS where he served as a Mission Qualification Instructor. During his tenure as
an In-Flight Refueling Specialist, Sergeant
Vasquez accumulated 2,172 flying hours
and deployed 9 times in support of the
Global War on Terrorism.
In 2008, Sergeant Vasquez cross-trained to become a Remotely Piloted Aircraft Sensor Operator and was assigned to Creech Air Force
Base, Nevada. While at Creech Air Force Base, he accumulated 1,008
flying hours on the MQ-1 Predator and RQ-170 Sentinel. Additionally, Sergeant Vasquez was credited with saving 19 lives and recognized
by Wing Safety for safely recovering an aircraft during an in-flight
emergency. In 2012, Sergeant Vasquez volunteered to become an
Aircrew Instructor at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas. Since
being assigned to the 344th Training Squadron, he has accumulated
602 hours of classroom instruction.
Sergeant Vasquez’s significant achievements include Distinguished Graduate awards from Airman Leadership School and the
Noncommissioned Officer Academy, as well as Top Graduate from
Air Education and Training Command’s Basic Instructor Course.
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

31

The Airlift/Tanker Association General Robert E. “Dutch” Huyser Awards are presented
annually to a Wing/Group level or below Pilot, Navigator, Flight Engineer, Loadmaster,
Boom Operator, Flight Attendant and Airborne Mission Specialist
for sustained excellence in airmanship.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Huyser Awards

PILOT
Captain George “Trey” W. Williams III
Captain George “Trey” W. Williams III
is a 11S3M/C-146A Aircraft Commander/
Chief of Current Operations with the 524
Special Operations Squadron (SOS), Cannon AFB, New Mexico.
Captain Williams began his Air Force
career as an Airman First Class, enlisting
in September of 2005. He was quickly
promoted to Senior Airman below the
zone in 2006 and earned a coveted slot to
Officer Training School in November of
2007. After graduating from OTS he attended Undergraduate Pilot Training (UPT) at Columbus AFB flying the T-6 before continuing to Phase 3 of UPT at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi to
fly the TC-12.
After graduating UPT he went to Little Rock AFB for C-130
initial qualification then on to the 2d Airlift Squadron at Pope
AFB, North Carolina. In October 2013 Captain Williams was assigned to Cannon AFB, New Mexico, to fly the C-146A Wolfhound, where he has thrived as an aircraft commander and the
Chief of Scheduling.
Captain Williams has earned an Embry Riddle Aeronautical University B.S. of Professional Aeronautics (May 2006May 2007), and a MBA from California Coast University (April
2012-January 2013).
Despite the heavy demands associated with initial qualification in a new aircraft, working in scheduling and serving in one
of the most deployed squadrons in AFSOC Capt Williams has
selflessly donated his time to improve the community. Captain
Williams led a weekly community class designed to enhance an
individual’s ability to cope with stress and improve resiliency for
76 personnel. He also leads a monthly trash removal team which
cleans up the town of Portales and he volunteered to provide 57
hours of free child care to 15 Air Force families.
Captain Williams was the Top Graduate of his Phase II UPT
class of 25 student pilots, receiving the 4A1X1 Technical Training Commander’s Award. He was also a Distinguished Graduate
from OTS, C-130 Initial Qualification Training, and Squadron
Officer School (SOS) and a Top Flight graduate of the Air and
Space Basic Course (ASBC) and SOS. He has also been named
the 524th SOS Company Grade Officer of the Year. His decorations include the Air Medal, 1 Oak Leaf Cluster (OLC); the Aerial Achievement Medal; and the Air Force Achievement Medal,
1 OLC.
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NAVIGATOR
Captain Douglas R. Fletcher
Captain Douglas R. Fletcher is the Chief,
Programs & Inspections and a MC-130H
Instructor Navigator with the 15 Special
Operations Squadron (SOS), Hurlburt
Field, Florida.
Captain Fletcher holds a BAS+ Business
Administration & Management Degree
from American Military University, as
well as a BAS Business Administration &
Management Degree from Miami University. He is also a graduate of Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Alabama.
Captain Fletcher’s previous duty stations include the 15th Special Operations Squadron Hurlburt Field, Florida; the 52nd Airlift
Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colorado and the 562nd Flight Training
Squadron, Randolph AFB, Texas.
Captain Fletcher’s prior awards and achievements include being
the 2014 AFSOC Cheney Award Nominee; the 2014 1st Special
Operations Wing (SOW) Nominee for AFSOC Outstanding Aircrew Member of the Year; the 2014 1st SOW Navigator of the Year;
the 2014 15th SOS Company Grade Officer Pro Performer of the
Year; and, the 2014 15th SOS Navigator of the Year.
Captain Fletcher’s decorations include the Air Medal, 5 OLC;
the Air Force Commendation Medal; the AF Combat Action Medal; the Meritorious Unit Award, 2 OLC; the AF Outstanding Unit
Award; the Combat Readiness Medal; the National Defense Service Medal; the Afghanistan Campaign Medal; the Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal; Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal; the Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold
Border, 2 OLC; the AF Longevity Service Ribbon; the AF Training
Ribbon; and, the NATO Medal.

“…the battle, sir, is not to the
strong alone,
it is to the vigilant, the active
and brave.”
–Patrick Henry

“Excellence is an art won by training and habituation.
We do not act rightly because we have virtue or excellence, but we rather
have those because we have acted rightly. We are what we repeatedly do.
Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.”
—Aristotle

FLIGHT ENGINEER
Staff Sergeant Kyle A. Presley
Staff Sergeant Kyle A. Presley is a MC-130P
Flight Engineer / Commander’s Awards and
Decorations Support Staff NCOIC / Flight Engineer Resource Manager at Hurlburt Field,
Florida. He is currentlyin AC-130U Flight Engineer Formal Training Unit (FTU).
Sergeant Presley enlisted in the Air Force in
April of 2006. He started his Air Force career
as an Aerospace Maintenance Apprentice,
working his way up through the ranks until
he cross-trained to become a C-130E Flight
Engineer. Working his way through the Hercules fleet he has flown
on C-130, HC-130, MC-130P aircraft and soon will be transitioning
to be a Flight engineer on the AC-130 aircraft.
In his capacity as an MC-130P Flight Engineer, he computes aircraft performance data for normal, maximum effort, airdrop, air
refueling, and emergency conditions. He executes high-risk / highgain NVG low-level resupply airdrop / helicopter-refueling missions
in support of joint Special Operations Forces objectives. His insightful influence empowered the deployed unit to aggressively project
air supremacy by managing over 1,900 combat flight hours and enabling over 1,600 combat sorties, while airdropping over six-million
pounds of critical war-fighting supplies directly into the hands of
Special Operations Forces on the ground.
His efforts supporting Air Force Special Operations Command’s
highest deployed squadron goes beyond the call of duty and is a true
embodiment of the values of duty, honor, courage, loyalty, commitment, integrity and selfless dedication.
Sergeant Presley completed the Aircraft Maintenance Technology
program through the Community College of the AIr Force (CCAF)
in 2006, and the CCAF program in Aviation Operations in 2010. He
also completed Airman Leadership School in Residence in 2010. He
has also completed 95% of the Embry Riddle Aeronautical University
Technical Management Bachelor’s Degree program.
Sergeant Presley has an extensive history of community involvement. While Supervising 185 AFSOC First Term Airman Center
(FTAC) Airman he spent 410 hours organizing 11 courses, efforts for
which he was lauded and coined by the AFSOC Command Chief. He
has also served as a captain on the Sheppard AFB wepons drill team,
volunteered for the American Red Cross blood drive, volunteered at
Special Olympics and has been intrumental in the success of many
other Air Force Base and community efforts and events.
Sergeant Presley’s prior awards and achievements include being
named the 23d Wing Flight Engineer of the Quarter, the 79th Resuce
Squadron (RQS) NCO of the Year, and the 79th RQS Flight Engineer
of the Quarter in 2012. In 2014 he was the Air Force Brigadier
General Ross Hoyt Award Recipient, as well as the Air Commando
Association Commander’s Leadership Award Recipient, the 1st Special Operations Wing Flight Engineer of the Year, and the 9th SOS
Lance P. Sijan Leadership Award recipient. His decorations include
the Air Medal, 2 Oak Leaf Clusters (OLC); the Aerial Achievement
Medal; the Air Force Commendation Medal, 1 OLC; and the Air
Force Achievement Medal, 1 OLC.

LOADMASTER
Master Sergeant Michael S. Seaton
Master Sergeant Michael S. Seaton is
the Operations Superintendent, Evaluator
Loadmaster with the 15th Airlift Squadron
at Joint Base Charleston, South Carolina.
Sergeant Seaton’s impressive educational
background includes the completion of
Airman Leadership School in 2005, the
Senior Enlisted Joint Professioanl Military
Education Course in 2010, and both NCO
Academy and USAF S Senior NCO Academy
in 2013. He holds two Associate of Science Degrees from CCAF, one in Aviation Operations and one
in Instruction of Tech & Military Science. He also holds a B.S. in
Professional Aeronautics from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, as well as a MBA in Strategic Leadership from Trident
University International.
Involved in his community, Sergeant Seaton led an effort to
raise funds for morale events as the 816th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron (EAS) squadron point of contact (POC) for morale
events. He chaired a Professional Development Seminar panel
offering leadership and discipline insight to 72 airmen and company grade officers. Sergeant Seaton led a SNCO Induction Ceremony saber team. He also acted as the POC for the Summervile
Miracle League leading 18 coaches and 32 special needs kids.
Among Sergeant Seaton’s numerous prior awards and achievements are Airman, NCO, Warrior and SNCO of the Year honors,
being selected for AMC’ Phoenix Stripe program in 2006, receiving the Air Force Association Pitsenbarger Award in 2009 and being named the 437th Airlift Wing General Robert “Dutch” Huyser
Award winner in 2014. Also in 2014, Sergeant Seaton was named
the 437th Operations Group Senior Non-Commissioned Officer of
the Year. His numerous decorations include the Air Medal, 8 OLC;
the Combat Readiness Medal, 4 OLC; Kosovo Campaign Medal;
the Afghanistan Campaign Medal with star and 1 OLC; the Iraq
Campaign Medal with star and 1 OLC; the Global War on terrorism Expeditionary Medal; and, many more.
Sergeant Seaton’s steadfast efforts directly contributed to the
successes of the 15th Airlift Squadron, which included two combat
deployments and sustained worldwide operations.

“Excellence is not a
success but a persistent pursuit
of perfection.”
—Debasish Mridha
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BOOM OPERATOR
Staff Sergeant Jabob M. Burton
Staff Sergeant Jacob M. Burton is a Special
Operations Logistics planner and KC-135
R/T Evaluator Boom Operator assigned to
the 344th Air Refueling Squadron, 22d Operations Group, McConnell Air Force Base,
Kansas. He is 23 years old and was born in
Utah and graduated from Canyon Ridge
High School in 2010. During his three years
in the 344th Air Refueling Squadron, Sergeant Burton amassed 1,200 flying hours,
over 676 of which were flown in combat
throughout four deployments in support of Operations ENDURING
FREEDOM and INHERENT RESOLVE. He flew 96 combat sorties,
during which he performed numerous KC-135 mission types including global reach and Special Operations Air Refueling.
Sergeant Burton is a 2011 graduate of KC-135 Boom Operator Initial Qualification, Altus AFB, Oklahoma, and completed Airman
Leadership School in Residence in 2014.
Staff Sergeant Burton extended his outreach to the local community through several organizations and programs such as Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Habitat for Humanity and the Air Force Assistance
Fund. He selflessly dedicated 10 hours towards fundraisers to pair
two children with a big brother, over 20 hours towards organizing
and building warehouse equipment, and raised $62,000 in donations of financial support for local Air Force Families.
Sergerant Burton was named the 344th Air Refueling Squadron
(ARS) Boom Operator of the Year in 2013. In 2014 he was named the
Airman Leadership School Distinguished Graduate, the 344th ARS
Airman of the Year and the 22nd Operations Group Airman of the
Year. His decorations include the Air Medal.

FLIGHT ATTENDANT
Master Sergeant Dawn M. Jones
Master Sergeant Dawn M. Jones is the
Flight Chief, Presidential Flight Attendants
with the 89th Airlift Wing, Joint Base Andrews, Maryland.
Sergeant Jones was born in Washington,
DC in 1979. She enlisted in the Air Force
on 22 October 1997 and attended Technical
Training as an Information Management Apprentice at Keesler AFB. Her first assignment
was at Andersen AB, Guam where she was assigned to the 36th Transportation Squadron.
In 1999, Sergeant Jones was assigned to the 1st Airlift Squadron at Andrews AFB, Maryland and promoted to Senior Airman Below the Zone
the following year. She then began her aviation career as a Flight Attendant in 2001, ultimately becoming an Instructor on the C-32 aircraft.
Since May 2005, Sergeant Jones has been assigned to the Presidential Airlift Squadron and has been qualified on the VC-25A aircraft
and as an Instructor. Sergeant Jones is currently one of four Flight
Attendants entrusted to personally care for the President of the United States aboard Air Force One. She married Michael Jones in 2004.
They have two children, Zoey and Makai.
Sergeant Jones has completed Airman Leadership School in Residence and the NCO Academy in Residence. She has also completed
Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education, and has completed two CCAF programs, one in Information Resources Management and one in Aviation Operations. Sergeant Jones also holds a BA
in Allied Sciences.
Sergeant Jones is the Joint Base Andrews Child Development Center Parent Advisory Board President and has received the Meritorious
Service Medal, 1 OLC.
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“Do ordinary things
extraordinarily well.”
—Gregg Harris

AIRBORNE MISSION SPECIALIST –
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM OPERATOR
Technical Sergeant Tommy Hallows
Technical Sergeant Tommy Hallows is the
Air Force One Communications Systems
Evaluator with the 89th Airlift Wing, Joint
Base Andrews, Maryland and the 2015 Huyser Award Winner in the Airborne Mission
Specialist category.
Sergeant Hallows was born in Ubon, Thailand in 1980. He enlisted in the Air Force in
2001 as an Airborne Communications Systems Specialist. He reported to his first duty
assignment in 2003 as a Communications
Systems Operator (CSO) assigned to the 1st Airlift Squadron at Andrews AFB, MD. He earned his CSO mission qualification on the C40B by the summer of 2004. In 2005 he earned his Instructor CSO
qualification on the C-40B.
In 2006 Sergeant Hallows was assigned to the 89th Operations
Support Squadron to the initial two-Airman cadre for the Steel Eagle
and Viper roll-On/Roll-Off (RORO) communications platforms. Sergeant Hallows was selected as a member of the Presidential Airlift
Squadron in 2008. He earned both his VC-25A and C-32A mission
qualifications in 2009. In 2012 he became an Instructor CSO on the
VC-25 and in 2014 he was selected as one of only two VC-25A CSO
evaluators in the Air Force. He has one daughter, Ava, who was born
in 2010.
Involved in his community, Sergeant Hallows is a Children’s Upward Youth Soccer Coach for 4-7 year olds.
Sergeant Hallows has graduated from the CCAF Information Systems Management program, and was named the 89th Airlift Wing
Instructor of Year in 2014. His decorations include the Air Medal, 2
OLC, the Aerial Achievement Medal 3 OLC, the Air Force Commendation Medal, 4 OLC, and the Air Force Achievement Medal, 1 OLC.

“Perfection is not attainable,
but if we chase perfection we can
catch excellence.”
—Vince Lombardi

2015 A/TA Awards continue on Page 39 >>>
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The Airlift/Tanker Association General P. K. Carlton Award for Valor
is presented annually to an individual who demonstrates courage, strength,
determination, bravery and fearlessness during a combat, contingency or
humanitarian mission during the previous calendar year.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Calton Award for Valor
Major Robert G. Bingham

Major Robert G. Bingham is an Assistant Operations Officer/
MC-130J Evaluator Pilot with the 9th Special Operations Squadron, Cannon AFB, New Mexico. He has earned a
Bachelors of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering, at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, Illinois, and a Master of Arts Degree in Military Operational Art and Science, at Air University,
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama.
Major Bingham was born in Moorestown, New
Jersey. He attended High School in Gulf Breeze,
Florida. Ultimately he commissioned via the Reserve
Officer Training Corps from the Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago where he received his degree
in Electrical Engineering.
Major Bingham is a mentor for children at his Faith
Christian Family Church in Clovis, New Mexico.
Major Binghams awards and decorations include
the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal (5), the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal, and the Air
Force Achievement Medal (2).
From 26 July through 4 August 2014 Major Robert Bingham led
the crew of ARSON 51 through sustained operations in direct support of the first democratic transition of power in the history of
Afghanistan. On 5 April, Afghanistan held their second presidential election. No candidate received a majority of votes resulting
in a second election between the two candidates. The second election was held 14 June. To dispel allegations of ballot fraud, the
candidates agreed to an audit of all ballots accomplished under
United Nations (UN) supervision in Kabul.
The Combined Joint Special Operations Air Component Afghanistan tasked the 522d Expeditionary Special Operations
Squadron (ESOS) to provide the logistical support to transport
all election material from the four north-eastern most provinces
where approximately 10% of the country’s population is located.
These provinces are among the most remote and rugged locations,
with mountain peaks exceeding 15,000ft and deep, rugged valleys, many greater than 5,000ft in depth.
Due to limited transportation and infrastructure, airlift was the
only means for a timely collection and transport of completed
ballots to the central audit location. Less than 24 hours from arriving in country, Major Bingham’s crew alerted to launch and
began to move the ballots located at the regional airport of Kunduz province. With no United States presence on the ground and

a significant insurgent threat in the surrounding region, Major
Bingham and the crew of ARSON 51 lead a contingent of aircraft
to conduct self-contained approaches, using night
vision devices and precision radar, to an unlit, unmarked landing zone with no ground control party
or aircraft lights.
Major Bingham and his crew deployed their own
ground security element and Special Tactics ground
control teams to secure the airfield and transfer the
ballot boxes. Since the boxes arrived loose, loading
them posed an additional challenge. Under Major
Bingham’s leadership the loadmasters of ARSON 51
developed an innovative solution; the aircraft was
stacked with boxes covering the length of the cargo
compartment and ramp while restraint was provided for the boxes with cargo nets that attached to the
floor rails and completely covered the boxes. This
solution enabled the ballots to be transported without damage or
compromise, while remaining in full view of representatives of
both candidates and UN observers.
After the successful completion of the ballot relocation, planning began to recover ballots from the three remaining provinces
via rotary-wing aircraft. The extreme high altitude and summer
temperatures limited the amount of fuel the helicopters were able
to carry, requiring the establishment of a ground refueling.
At dusk on 2 August, Major Bingham led the second phase
of this operation, consisting of 18 aircraft and a 148-member
joint force to seize the unsecured airfield and provide support.
Major Bingham deployed Army Special Forces and Special Tactics airmen to secure and control the airfield, creating a ballot transload location and Forward Area Refueling Point. Once
the airfield was secure, the remaining aircraft of the 522 ESOS
arrived, established a refueling point and provided emergency
medical evacuation capacity.
Over the next two nights, Major Bingham and ARSON 51 continued to lead this effort, securing the airfield at dusk, taking
count and transporting the ballot boxes. Through these operations ARSON 51 transported 1,414 ballot boxes, while facilitating the delivery of an additional 1,929 ballot boxes in accordance
with the audit plan brokered by the US Secretary of State. As a
result of Major Bingham’s actions no election material was compromised. The superior performance and fearlessness of Major
Robert Bingham enabled the peaceful and democratic transition
of power for the government of Afghanistan, a strategic objective
of the United States.
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

39

The Airlift/Tanker Association
Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen Award is presented annually to an
outstanding Air Transportation (2T2XX) individual for sustained excellence
in aerial port operations.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Halvorsen Award
Technical Sergeant Nathan J. Carlson

Technical Sergeant Nathan J. Carlson is currently an Air Terminal Operation Center Senior Information Controller at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Washington in the ATOC Flight. He
graduated from Mary G. Montgomery High School in
2003. In 2009, TSgt Carlson earned a Community College of the Air Force A.S.S. dregree in Transportation
Management. He attended Airman Leadership School
in 2010. His educational background also includes a
2012 University of Phoenix B.S. Degree in Information
Technology, and he is working toward a Colorado State
University M.S. Degree in Management of Information Technology, Class of 2016, as well as an Air Force
Institute of Technology M.S. Degree in Logistics and
Supply Chain Management, Class of 2017.
Sergeant Carlson just returned from his 4th deployment where he performed as load planner and a capability forecaster for the DoD’s busiest aerial port, Bagram AB, Afghanistan. He currently has an assignment to Wright Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio. He was one of three enlisted Air Force personnel
selected to attend the Graduate School of Engineering and Management at the Air Force Institute of Technology. Nathan is 30 years old
and married to his wife Melissa. They have a 6 year old son, Benjamin and an 8 month old daughter, Aubree.
During his time at McChord, Sergeant Carlson has served as
President of his Squadron Booster Club and the Wing 5/6 Public Affairs Officer. As the primary POC for the 62d AW Fitness Runs, he
maintained oversight of 120 volunteers during 12 events covering

3 months to support nearly 4,000 base personnel. Sergeant Carlson
also led the Wing 5/6 club Special Olympics function by recruiting
92 volunteers and supporting a total of 2.7K athletes.
He currently serves as the President of his Squadron
Booster Club and is in charge of several programs and
fund raising events.
Sergeant Carlson’s prior awards and achievements
include being named the 2008 Minot AFB, 5th BW Air
Transportation Airman of the Year; the 2009 Minot
AFB, 5th LRS Air Transportation Airman of the Year;
the 2011 Japan Ministry of Defense & Self Defense
Force “Tomodachi” Award; the 2013 JBLM, 62 MXG
NCO of the 3rd Quarter; and the 2014 JBLM, 62 AW
Nominee for the Lance P. Sijan Award. His decorations
include the Joint Service Achievement Medal, the Air
Force Commendation Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal, and the Air Force Achievement Medal (2).
Sergeant Carlson has demonstrated phenomenal talent and expertise as an Air Transportation professional. His management of
the command and control on 4 nuclear missions ensured the wing
had zero findings and received the highest possible Nuclear Surety
Inspection rating. Additionally, Sergeant Carlson has deployed on
numerous occasions. He is an extraordinary capability forecaster,
scheduling 5,000 tons of cargo and 4,000 passengers on 88 missions
which earned him the Bagram Top III Council award.
Sergeant Carlson is a well-rounded leader, an Air Transportation
expert and a valuable asset to Team McChord.

“Too often the ground personnel
are taken for granted or overlooked in major air events
that are outcome centered…”
–Colonel Gail S. Halvorsen, “The Berlin Candy Bomber”

An Air Transportation specialist performs and manages air transportation activities. Plans, schedules and processes eligible air cargo passengers and mail.
Loads and unloads aircraft. Prepares and maintains air movement records and reports. Performs fleet services on aircraft. Knowledge is mandatory of:
passenger and cargo movement functions to include transport aircraft types, capabilities, and configuration; weight and balance factors; airlift transportation directives and documentation; cargo securing techniques; border clearance requirements; operation of materials handling and other types of loading
equipment or devices, fleet service functions; automated data processing equipment and its application in airlift activities; passenger service functions, and
customer relations principles; airdrop and aerial delivery techniques and equipment.

40

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

41

42

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

The Airlift/Tanker Association
Specialized Mission Award is presented annually to an
outstanding individual whose performance of duties in support of an
aerial air mobility mission is exceptionally noteworthy during crises,
contingencies, or humanitarian airlift. This award is presented to
career fields not covered by the Huyser Award categories.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Specialized Mission Award
Staff Sergeant Anthony L. Calderone

Sergeant Anthony L. Calderone is assigned to the 22d Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron, 22d Maintenance Group, 22d Air Refueling
Wing, McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas as a Flying
Crew Chief Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman. Originally from Bangor, Maine, he graduated from Montgomery Blair High School, Silver Springs, Maryland
in 2003.
Sergeant Calderone entered the Air Force in August
2007, and graduated from Basic Military Training,
Lackland AFB, Texas, later that year. In 2008 he graduated from Aerospace Maintenance Technical Training,
at Sheppard AFB, Texas. Sergeant Calderone graduated from KC-135 R/T Aircraft Maintenance Advanced
Troubleshooting Course, McConnell AFB, Kansas in
2010. He then attended Airman Leadership School,
McConnell AFB, Kansas and graduated in 2011. Also
in 2011 Sergeant Calderone graduated from KC/RC-135 Aerospace
Repair, Flightline Engine Operation, and KC-135 R/T Aircraft Maintenance Advanced Troubleshooting Courses, also at McConnell
AFB, Kansas. He earned his certification as a Flying Crew Chief in
2011. In 2014 he graduated from KC-135 Mid-Periodic Inspection

(900 Hr) Course, again at McConnell AFB, Kansas.
Throughout his Air Force career, he has deployed 12 times and was
tasked for Temporary Duty Assignment over 70 times.
Sergeant Calderone’s leadership and expertise made
him an obvious choice as a Lead Technician for his
section. Sergeant Calderone’s unwavering dedication
to duty led to his selection as one of McConnell’s first
Dedicated Crew Chiefs in over 10 years.
Staff Sergeant Calderone extended his outreach to
the local community by devoting over 300 hours to
combating hunger through The Lord’s Diner of Wichita. He selflessly prepared and served nutritious meals
to countless locals in need.
Sergeant Calderone’s prior awards and achievements
include being a 2009 Below the Zone Promotee. In
2012 he received the 22d Air Refueling Wing CMSAF
Thomas N. Barnes Award, the 22d Maintenance Group Crew Chief
of the Year and was named the 22d Maintenance Group Crew
Chief Noncommissioned Officer of the Quarter. His decorations
include the Air Force Commendation Medal and the Air Force
Achievement Medal.

“Wars may be fought
with weapons, but they
are won by men.”
–General George S. Patton
A Flying Crew Chief Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman maintains aircraft, support equipment (SE), and forms and records. Performs production supervisor,
flight chief, expediter, crew chief, support, aero repair, and maintenance functions. Duties and responsibilities include advising on problems maintaining, servicing, and inspecting aircraft and aerospace SE. Uses technical data to diagnose and solve maintenance problems on aircraft systems; interpreting and advising
on maintenance procedures and policies to repair aircraft and SE; troubleshooting and maintaining aircraft structures, systems, components, and SE; testing
repaired components using mockups and test equipment; adjusts, aligning, rigging, and calibrating aircraft systems; performing engine run-up; accomplishing
weight and balance functions; jacking, towing, and servicing aircraft. As part of the duties a Flying Crew Chief Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman also inspects
aircraft structures, systems, components, and SE.; supervises and performs aircraft and component inspections. Interprets inspection findings and determines
adequacy of corrective actions; inspects and checks components for clearances, tolerances, proper installation, and operation; inspects and operates powered
and nonpowered aerospace ground equipment; inspects and identifies aircraft corrosion for prevention and correction; reviews maintenance forms, aircraft
records, and reports to ensure complete documentation; and, inventories and maintains alternate mission equipment. A Flying Crew Chief Aerospace Maintenance Craftsman performs as a production supervisor, flight chief, expediter, crew chief, aero repairman, supporter, and maintainer; coordinates maintenance
plans to meet operational commitments; supervises and assists in launching and recovering aircraft.; reviews maintenance data collection summaries to determine trends and production effectiveness; performs crash recovery duties; and, performs staff and supervisory management functions.
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The Airlift/Tanker Association General Ronald R. Fogleman ASAM Award recognizes
the top graduate of the Advanced Studies of Air Mobility (ASAM) program, an Air Force-sponsored
intermediate developmental education program taught at the USAF Expeditionary Center.
The award recognizes excellence across a broad range of criteria, including peer review,
leadership, written and oral presentation of research,
academic performance, and physical fitness.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Fogleman ASAM Award
Major Kyle M. Clinton

Major Kyle M. Clinton is a C-17 Weapons Officer /C-17A evaluator
pilot and is currently serving as the Strategic Airlift/Air Refueling
Branch Chief (A3OM), Headquarters, United States Air
Force. Major Clinton was born in Dallas, Texas, and attended Plano Senior High School in Plano, Texas. After
graduating from high school, he earned an appointment to the United States Air Force Academy where he
majored in Military History. He earned his commission as a second lieutenant in 2003.
Major Clinton attended undergraduate pilot training
at Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi, completing
training in 2003. Major Clinton’s first assignment was
to Charleston Air Force Base, South Carolina, where he
became a C-17A Special Operations Low Level (SOLL
II) Evaluator Pilot, Special Assignment Airlift Mission
Aircraft Commander, and Operations Group Executive
Officer, deploying frequently for Operations IRAQI FREEDOM and
ENDURING FREEDOM.
In 2011, Major Clinton attended the United States Air Force
Weapons Instructor Course (WIC). While there he led the planning
and execution of the C-17A WIC Capstone Exercise, Mobility Air
Forces Exercise (MAFEX). MAFEX integrated over 90 Combat Air
Force and Mobility Air Force aircraft with the intent of delivering
Army forces to a particular location within a simulated contested
environment.
After graduating from the WIC, Major Clinton was reassigned
to Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington. While there, his duties
included Standardization and Evaluation Flight Commander, Chief
of Wing Weapons and Tactics, and Assistant Director of Operations.
His experience in these capacities, combined with his previous du-

ties, helped him to develop the first ever high altitude Joint Precision Air Drop System (JPADS) Concept of Operations (CONOPS) at
Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
This CONOPS opened the door for Joint Base Airmen and Soldiers to engage in real-world training
scenarios similar to those faced in Afghanistan. In addition to this achievement, Major Clinton took every
opportunity to instruct in both the air and on the
ground. His efforts garnered him the coveted award
of Instructor Pilot of the Year for the 62nd Operations
Group in 2012.
In 2014, Major Clinton was reassigned as a student of
the Advanced Study of Air Mobility (ASAM) program,
an Air Force intermediate developmental education
program at the United States Air Force Expeditionary
Center. While there, he earned a Master of Science degree in Logistics from the Air Force Institute of Technology. Rising to
the top, Major Clinton was recognized as a Distinguished Graduate
and the Advanced Study of Air Mobility General Ronald R. Fogleman
Award Winner.
Major Clinton’s performance was outstanding in all three distinct
areas of the ASAM curriculum: AFIT’s master degree, USAF EC courses, and site visits. He displayed academic excellence throughout the
program’s grueling schedule, completely assimilating all 13 of AFIT’s
toughest courses. He thrived in complex coursework throughout the
year focusing on statistics, joint mobility modeling, international
aerospace issues, transportation policies and systems, math, strategic
mobility, and organizational behavior.
Major Clinton is married to Carrie Sinnott of Lexington, South
Carolina. They have a two-and-a-half year old daughter, Addison.

“Remember that our nation’s first great leaders
were also our first great scholars.”
–John F. Kennedy

The ASAM program is a 13-month course of study in Global Reach concepts, and graduates earn an Air Force Institute of Technology accredited Master of Science
in Logistics degree. Prospective candidates for the course go through a highly competitive Central Designation Board process before being selected as students in
the program, and the curriculum is comprised of four additional components including Expeditionary Center courses, Air Command and Staff College courses,
a Graduate Research Project, and site visits. Upon graduation, students take on assignments serving the Department of Defense, war-fighting commanders, Joint
Staff, Headquarters Air Force, Air Mobility Command, Strategic Command, Doctrine Centers, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe, and the United Nations.
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The primary purpose of the AMC Key Spouse of the Year Award
is to recognize an AMC Key Spouse who has diligently worked with unit leadership to
plan, coordinate, and execute the unit’s Key Spouse Program. The program impacts mission
readiness and retention by ensuring families have appropriate information and resources
to meet their needs. The AMC Key Spouse of the Year is selected by AMC leadership.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Key Spouse of the Year Award
Mrs. Robin Westbrook

Mrs. Robin Westbrook serves as a Key Spouse for the 22d Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron, McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas. Robin
is 34 years old and has been a military spouse for
over 14 years. She met her husband, Master Sergeant
Christopher Westbrook, at his first duty station, Luke
Air Force Base, Arizona. Then in 2000, their daughter
Bree was born.
In 2001, Robin and MSgt Westbrook were married
in Seoul, South Korea where MSgt Westbrook served a
remote tour at Kunsan Air Force Base. Their follow-on
assignment was to Ramstein Air Base Germany, where
their son Luke was born. Since, the Westbrooks have
been stationed at Luke Air Force Base, Arizona, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, and McConnell Air Force
Base, Kansas.
Throughout her husband’s career in the Air Force,
which has included six permanent changes of duty station, Robin
has served in several diverse occupations such as bankruptcy specialist, escrow officer, and various positions at the Child Development Center. She graduated Magna Cum Laude from Wayland
Baptist University in 2014 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Human Services.
In addition to her occupational roles, as a full time mother of two
and a Key Spouse for the largest squadron at McConnell Air Force

Base, Robin also volunteers 10 hours a week at the Airman and Family Readiness Center. There she serves as an administrative assistant
and coordinates family outings, including frequent
Hearts Apart Events for spouses of deployed Airmen.
Additionally, Robin volunteers at numerous Squadron, Wing, and community events. In 2013, Robin
became Key Spouse for the 22d Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron, mentoring 370 Squadron spouses and directly supporting deployed spouses and their families
facing difficulties and hardships. Robin’s tireless efforts
enabled the Squadron to truly excel. As a unit, they
generated 47% of 18 AF’s KC-135 missions, accounting for 49% of KC-135 flying hours with 27% of its
members deployed annually in support of Operations
ENDURING FREEDOM, NEW DAWN, INHERENT RESOLVE and Joint Task Force Horn of Africa. Ultimately,
in 2014, Robin was recognized as the 22d Air Refueling Wing Key
Spouse of the Year.
The countless hours of support Robin has provided to the members and families of those assigned to the 22d Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron have truly impacted the Air Mobility Command community. She exemplifies the spirit of the Key Spouse Program and is
truly deserving of being named the recipient of the 2015 A/TA Key
Spouse of the Year Award.

“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”
—Mahatma Gandhi

Key spouses are specially trained volunteers who promote individual, family and unit readiness. They are a support system that encourages peer-to-peer support
year-round. They meet the vital needs of spouses and provide an informal sounding board through an informal network. They are a part of the leadership team
in each unit. The AMC Key Spouse program evolved from an idea to develop an organized program where military spouses help other spouses. Key Spouses work
closely with the commander, commander’s spouse, First Sergeant, and the Airman and Family Readiness Center.
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The Airlift/Tanker Association Lieutenant General James E. Sherrard III Award
is presented annually to the most outstanding Air Force Reserve wing or group that distinguished itself in the
performance and support of the Mobility Air Forces mission. The unit embodies the spirit and essence
of the Citizen Airman, balancing the operational demands of today’s global mobility operations,
maintaining a viable strategic reserve for tomorrow while embracing responsibilities to their civilian
employer, community and family.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 LtGen James E. Sherrard III
AFRC Outstanding Unit Award
The 302d Airlift Wing

The 302d Airlift Wing, Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado, Air
Force Reserve Command, distinguished itself by outstanding
achievements from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. During this period, the Airlift Wing successfully led Air
Force Reserve Command in the integration of an
Aircraft Maintenance Unit into the Aircraft Maintenance Squadron which produced four out of five
top performing C-130s in the Command. Additionally, the 302d provided five advisors to the
Afghan Air Force, two of which earned recognition as Air Mobility Command’s Outstanding
Instructor of the Year. Furthermore, the 302d
delivered two C-130s to the Afghan Air Force
for the United States State Department, thus increasing Afghan Air Force operational capability by
two-hundred percent. The 302d continues its legacy
of pride and excellence supporting the United States Forest
Service’s Fire Suppression mission and was selected to host the
United States Forest Service’s annual training event in 2015. Finally,
during the Secretary of the Air Force’s visit to the 302d Airlift Wing
in 2015, Secretary James noted the “unmatched dedication of our
Airmen” and lauded the wing’s efforts to fully integrate with its Active Duty partners. The distinctive accomplishments of the men and
women of the 302d Airlift Wing reflect credit upon themselves and
the United States Air Force.
The 302nd Airlift Wing is the largest tenant organization at Peterson Air Force Base in southern Colorado. More than 1,300 reservists, 200 active duty and 250 full-time personnel are assigned to the

wing, one of several C-130 units located throughout the nation. The
unit has the unique and special mission of aerial firefighting using
the Modular Airborne Firefighting System. The wing
mirrors its Active Duty counterparts by participating
in exercises and inspections, while training daily for
contingency operations.
Members of the 302nd AW serve proudly knowing
their efforts are making a significant contribution
to the Total Force. The mission of the wing is to
train, equip and employ airlift forces in worldwide support of the nation’s vital interests. The
302nd AW consists of three groups and one
medical squadron. These include the 302nd
Operations Group, 302nd Maintenance Group
and 302nd Mission Support Group. The wing is also
supported by the 302nd Aeromedical Staging Squadron,
whose mission is to maintain the health and readiness of
wing members.
The men and women of the 302d Airlift Wing personify “Citizen
Airmen” as they successfully tackle the challenges of the wartime
mobility Air Force. They maintain impeccable Readiness and Manning numbers while supporting the United States Forest Service’s
Fire Suppression mission and continuous support of contingency operations. Their steadfast devotion to the local community indicates
their superior professionalism and patriotism.
Their dedication to military duty and responsibility to civilian
life embody the spirit of this award. The 302d Airlift Wing is truly
deserving of the 2015 A/TA Lt Gen James E. Sherrard III Award.

“The patriot volunteer, fighting for country and his rights,
makes the most reliable soldier on earth.”
—Lt Gen Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson

LtGen James E. Sherrard III had a most distinguished career – from his early days as a C-130 airlift pilot to his tenure at the highest levels of Air Force Reserve
leadership. General Sherrard twice served as vice commander as well as the tenth and longest-serving Chief of the Air Force Reserve and Commander, Air Force
Reserve Command. General Sherrard with his leadership and influence has spanned the depth and breadth of the Air Force Reserve Command, including the
command of three tactical airlift wings and both air mobility-focused numbered air forces. A true champion of air mobility, among his awards are the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal (3 OLC) and the Armed Forces Reserve Medal with hourglass.
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The Airlift/Tanker Association’s MajGen Stanley F.H. Newman Air National Guard Award
recognizes the most outstanding Air National Guard (ANG) Wing or Group contributing to overall success
of the Mobility Air Force mission. The unit embodies the spirit and essence of the Citizen Airman –
balancing the operational demands of today’s global mobility operations and maintaining a viable
strategic reserve for tomorrow, while embracing responsibilities to their
State, civilian employer, community, and family.

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Maj Gen Stanley F. H. Newman
ANG Outstanding Unit Award
123d Airlift Wing

The 123d Airlift Wing distinguished itself by exceptionally meritorious service from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. The Wing engaged
in a full spectrum of missions at home and abroad, flying more than 1,000 combat or combat-support sorties in the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, operating a staging base that processed 119
short tons of humanitarian relief for the West Africa
Ebola-response mission, and executing 270 combat missions in Afghanistan responsible for 400
enemy killed in action. The distinctive accomplishments of the members of the 123d Airlift
Wing reflect great credit upon themselves and
the United States Air Force.
The 123rd Airlift Wing is a Kentucky-based
Air National Guard organization whose mission
is to provide highly combat-ready airlift, contingency response, special operations, civil engineering,
security, medical, logistical and other support forces to
Combatant Commanders when called in support of United States
national security objectives; protect life and property, and preserve
peace, order, and public safety when called for during state and national crises; and participate in local, community-based programs

that add value to the community, state and nation.
The wing is equipped with eight C-130H model aircraft. Multiple
groups, squadrons and flights carry out the unit’s mission by providing administrative and logistical support, airlift operations, combat control, pararescue,
contingency response, maintenance, supply, transportation, contracting, communications, civil engineering, personnel, base services, security forces and
medical functions.
The Kentucky Air National Guard’s 123rd
Airlift Wing is one of the most decorated units
in the United States Air Force, with a proud
history of global engagement and unsurpassed
achievement. The wing’s honors include 15
Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards, three Curtis N. “Rusty” Metcalf Trophies, three 15th Air
Force Solano Trophies, three Spaatz Trophies and six
Distinguished Flying Unit Plaques. The 123d Airlift Wing’s
dedication to military duty and responsibility to civilian life
embody the spirit of this award. The 123d Airlift Wing is truly
deserving of the 2015 A/TA Maj Gen Stanley F. H. Newman Air
National Guard Award.

“When we assumed the Soldier, we did not lay aside the Citizen.”
–President George Washington

MajGen Stanley F. H. Newman was born in Chicago, Illinois, and moved to Oklahoma in 1948 following World War II. He enlisted into the U.S. Army Air Corps
in 1942, and become a pilot. He flew 57 missions in P-51s while in the Ninth U.S. Army Air Forces, in Europe. After World War II, he joined the Oklahoma Air
National Guard, becoming its commander before retirement. His career includes service in Korea and Vietnam. Among his awards are the Distinguished Service
Medal, Legion of Merit, two Distinguished Flying Crosses, Meritorious Service Medal and 14 Air Medals.

A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

51

America’s Aerospace Industry plays an integral role in providing our country’s decisive military
edge; and, the A/TA’s Industry Partners play a vital role in assuring the success of the
Association. The Airlift/Tanker Association extends its sincere thanks to all of our
Industry Partners for your continued support! (Industry Partners as of 4 September 2015)
“I will be stepping down as Industry VP at the
end of the convention and I want to thank all our
Industry Partners for the relationships and friendships that
have evolved over the years – they are the
most memorable part of this job.”
—Bob Dawson

Airlift/Tanker Association

2015 Salute to Our Industry Partners

AdvanTac Technologies
AdvanTac Technologies manufactures Light Weight Mobility Systems and Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear Decontamination equipment. Core technologies include Advanced Reconfigurable Containers (ARC™) and Contaminant Air Processing System
(CAPS™) Chemical, Biological and Radiological Integrated Processing System (CBRIPS™).
The ARC™ is a mobility system that accelerates and improves the
deployment efforts of the U.S. military. The ARC™ resolves problems
for deployed personnel by providing internal wheels for mobility
where heavy lifting equipment is unavailable. It is environmentally
sealed from water and sand intrusion to protect valuable assets. The
ARC™ maximizes space requirements by collapsing for storage, and
expands to support a multitude of missions and capabilities like portable water or fuel storage systems.
Established by HQ USAF and the USAF Civil Engineering Center
as the Air Force standard for decontamination processing, the patented CAPS™/CBRIPS™ is a sophisticated system that offers compact transportability and standardized, multi-faceted processing.

ARSAG International
The Aerial Refueling Systems Advisory Group International, Inc.
(ARSAG International, Inc.) was chartered in 2004 as an independent,
non-profit technical professional organization dealing with aerial
refueling issues on an international scale. ARSAG International provides a single inter-service and international agency that advises on
aerial refueling system matters. It currently serves as a coordinating/
advisory body for the resolution of existing deficiencies in tanker and
receiver aerial refueling systems and for the development and implementation of improvements to these systems. These efforts include
providing assistance in engineering, development, testing, support
and operating systems that apply to aerial refueling. The by-product
of ARSAG International’s ongoing efforts is an annual conference/
symposium in which the US and international aerial refueling community refreshes and updates its activites during the past year.
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Airborne Global Solutions, Inc.
Airborne Global Solutions, Inc. (AGS) specializes in providing operating and leasing solutions utilizing cost-efficient medium widebody freighter aircraft. AGS, a subsidiary of Air Transport Services
Group, Inc. (ATSG), leverages the entire ATSG portfolio and other
solution partners to develop bundled, turn-key cargo airline solutions that are flexible, customized and built on decades of experience in global cargo airline operations. Through strategic alliances
with the ATSG family of companies-including a leasing arm, two
cargo airlines, a maintenance repair organization and ancillary airline service providers-we offer a bundled solution approach to providing the right solution at the right time, anywhere in the world.
This approach minimizes the customer’s up-front capital investment
while accomplishing their strategic objectives, resulting in leveraged
cost savings, reliable service, and unmatched speed-to-market capability to enhance the customer’s competitive position. Learn more at
www.airborneglobal.com or call us at 937.366.2216.

Airbus Group, Inc.
Airbus Group, Inc., formerly EADS North America, is the U.S.based operation of Airbus Group, a global leader in aerospace, defense, space and related services. Airbus Group contributes more
than $14 billion to the U.S. economy annually and supports over
225,000 American jobs through its network of suppliers. Airbus
Group, Inc., headquartered in Herndon, VA, offers a broad array of
advanced solutions to meet U.S. military and commercial requirements, including fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft, homeland security
systems, public safety communications, defense electronics and avionics, and threat detection systems.

Altus Military Affairs Committee
The Altus Military Affairs Committee (MAC) was established in
1952 by city fathers to build a relationship between the community
and base. The MAC mission is to sustain Altus AFB as a viable military
installation by promoting base growth through community support
to protect one of our nation’s most valuable assets. The Committee
vision is “to have the best air force base and community relationship
within the United States Air Force.” To accomplish the mission, committee members engage in a variety of activities including but not
limited to financial support, base functions, social and professional
relationships with base personnel, engage Senior AF leadership, interact with elected officials and staff at both the state and federal level,
and serves as a liaison to the community.For the past forty-nine years,
the MAC and community members have organized and attended the
Annual Quail Breakfast currently hosted by Senator James Inhofe.

Atlas Air Worldwide
Atlas Air Worldwide (NASDAQ: AAWW) is the parent company of
Atlas Air, Inc. (Atlas) and Titan Aviation Holdings, Inc. (Titan), and
is the majority shareholder of Polar Air Cargo Worldwide, Inc. (Polar). Through Atlas and Polar, AAWW operates the world’s largest fleet
of Boeing 747 freighter aircraft and is the leading provider of leased
freighter aircraft and outsourced aircraft operating services and solutions to the global aviation industry. In addition, AAWW is the only
ACMI provider to offer customers the game-changing Boeing 747-8F.
Our customers include major airlines, express delivery providers, international freight forwarders, the US military-including the CRAF
program, and charter brokers. Through our CMI service, we provide
key supply-chain support for the production of Boeing’s all-new commercial jetliner, the 787 Dreamliner, by operating a specially-modified
fleet of four 747-400 aircraft. In addition, Atlas operates a private, premium passenger charter service for the US-Africa Energy Association
(USAEA) through SonAir – Serviço Aéreo, S.A. (SonAir), along with a
fleet of 747-400 and 767-300ER passenger aircraft. We are the provider
of training for Air Force One and for E-4B pilots and flight engineers.
For more information, please go to www.atlasair.com.

Booz Allen Hamilton
Booz Allen Hamilton has been at the forefront of strategy and
technology consulting for over a century. Today, the firm provides
services primarily to the US government in defense, intelligence,
and civil markets, and to major corporations, institutions, and notfor-profit organizations. Booz Allen offers clients deep functional
knowledge spanning consulting, mission operations, technology,
and engineering—which it combines with specialized expertise
in clients’ mission and domain areas to help solve their toughest
problems.
Booz Allen is headquartered in McLean, Virginia, employs more
than 22,300 people, and had revenue of $5.3 billion in CY14. To
learn more, visit http://www.boozallen.com. (NYSE: BAH)

Bose Corpor ation
Bose is one of the largest and best-known audio technology developers. In addition to home, professional, and automotive audio
products, Bose manufactures communications headsets for civilian
pilots and military aircrews in a variety of applications and aircraft
types. Bose headsets with proprietary Acoustic Noise Cancelling®
technology offer an unmatched combination of noise reduction,
audio performance, and comfortable fit that remains unmatched in
the industry.

CAE
CAE is a global leader in providing comprehensive training solutions
based on world-leading simulation technology and integrated training
services. The company employs 8,000 people at more than 160 sites and
training locations in 35 countries. CAE offers our civil aviation and defense and security customers a complete range of highly innovative product, service and training center solutions designed to help them meet
their mission critical needs for safety, efficiency and readiness. CAE has
the largest installed base of civil and military flight simulators, supported
by a range of after-sales services, and has been serving the needs of its
customers for nearly 70 years. CAE has the broadest training services network in the world and offers civil aviation, military and helicopter training services in 67 locations worldwide and trains more than 120,000 civil
and military crewmembers annually. CAE is a world leader in the design,
development, and delivery of training systems for airlift and tanker aircraft, including having delivered more C-130 training systems than any
other company. CAE USA is the prime contractor responsible for the KC135 Aircrew Training System (ATS), supports Lockheed Martin as a subcontractor on the design and manufacture of C-130J and HC/MC-130J
simulators and training devices, and is currently upgrading C-5 weapon
systems trainers for the USAF.

Capewell Aerial Systems, LLC
Capewell Aerial Systems, established in 1881, is a leader in the
design and manufacture of Life Support and Aerial Delivery solutions for commercial and military aviation. Capewell’s product lines
include training with all of our metal and sewn goods for personnel
and cargo equipment.
Our life support products consist of restraints, egress devices, flotation vests and emergency breathing systems, as well as soft tactical gear for law enforcement and SAR; AirTEP will revolutionize air
rescue. Capewell’s parachute equipment includes harnesses, releases
and ripcords.
Our aerial delivery products consist of platforms, tow-plates, buffer stop assemblies, cargo slings and centerline restraints; systems
applicable to military and humanitarian applications. Additionally,
Capewell is the international marketer for the Joint Precision Air
Drop System Mission Planner and the Wireless Gate Release System.
Capewell Aerial Systems, LLC offers the “Total Package” of Design, Manufacture, Training and Support and is ISO9001 and
AS9100 Certified.
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Chromalloy
Chromalloy partners with the original equipment manufacturers,
commercial airlines, the military, and power companies to deliver
innovative solutions that extend the life of gas turbine engines and
reduce manufacturing and operating expense.
Chromalloy has evolved into one of the only independent companies in the world that provide engineering, castings, machining,
coatings and repairs for complex, high-value engine components –
all from a single source. The company works side by side with the
OEMs, commercial airlines, the military, and power companies to
provide the latest, most technologically advanced solutions – and
delivers those solutions in a flexible, cost-effective manner.
Chromalloy helps customers do more for less, from meeting tighter
timelines and satisfying demands to boosting production while
reducing operational complexity and expense. From engineering,
castings and machining to repairs and coating, every discipline
benefits from Chromalloy’s global knowledge base.
With more than 4,000 people in 17 countries, Chromalloy is
driven by innovation.

Cobham
Cobham is the market leader for air to air refueling, providing
innovative fourth generation solutions to defense customers around
the world. With a heritage in air refueling spanning 70 years and
over 1,000 systems delivered to date, Cobham provides a nose to
tail refueling capability, comprising state of the art refueling systems
and integration. Specializing in wingtip to wingtip solutions, Cobham offers weapon systems integration encompassing safety critical
interface electronics, pneumatic technologies and weapons carriage
and release systems including multi-store advanced lightweight designs for air to air and air to ground weapons. A specialist provider
of aviation oxygen, Cobham also has a niche position in cryostatic
cooling for land and aviation markets. Cobham designs and manufactures high technology pneumatic equipment for fin actuation in
missiles. In the personal survival market, products are developed
for naval and land applications, including aircrew and vehicle restraints, parachute release mechanisms and flotation gear.

David Clark Company Incorpor ated
David Clark Company Inc. (DCCI) is the world leader in headsets
for military, marine and general aviation and specializes in communication solutions for any high-noise environment. Our Worcester,
MA facility has been manufacturing headsets and communication
systems for over half a century. Pilots, both civilian and military,
fire departments, coastal interdiction personnel, NASA, and many
other government customers are very familiar with the high quality,
durability, and serviceability of our products.

DRS Technologies, Inc.
DRS Sustainment Systems, Inc., headquartered in Saint Louis,
Missouri with a 100-acre heavy equipment manufacturing facility
in West Plains, Missouri, is a recognized world leader in the integration of complex technologies into legacy systems and platforms for
global military and commercial customers.
• State-of-the-art engineering for and manufacturing of
complex welded structures that meet the demanding
requirements of today’s Warfighter.
• Manufacturing of commercial rail mass transit products
that meet the transportation needs of commuters throughout
various municipalities in the U.S.
DRS-SSI is proud of our unwavering support to Air Mobility
Command’s Global Air Mobility Mission. Our overhaul, worldwide parts supply, and globally positioned field service representatives ensure that both the Tunner 60K and Halvorsen 25K
Aircraft Cargo Loaders are mission ready to aid AMC in meeting
their global commitments.

“Never tell people how to do things.
Tell them what to do and they will surprise
you with their ingenuity.”
—General George S. Patton

Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS), LLC
Consolidated Air Support Systems (CASS) is the premier commercial source of air operations and training. CASS LLC, is a veteranowned, veteran-operated, small business of subject matter experts
whose experience spans across multiple military and commercial
platforms. We offer a full range of consulting, training, and other
services that span the spectrum from aircraft engineering to deployed mobility operations including air refueling, flight/ground
crew training, logistics, flight test, and legal/ITAR issues. For example, CASS has developed and managed an Advanced Tanker Crew
Training School for the Royal Australian Air Force, the Royal Saudi
Air Force, and the United Arab Emirates Air Force. CASS Provides total cradle-to-grave support from initial problem analysis to solution
execution. CASS partners are dedicated to helping our Nation and its
Allies find solutions to today’s tough mobility challenges. Please visit
our website at http://www.cass.aero.
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Elbit Systems of America
Elbit Systems of America is a leading provider of high performance products, system solutions, and support services focusing
on defense, homeland security, commercial aviation and medical
instrumentation. With facilities throughout the United States, Elbit
Systems of America is dedicated to supporting those who contribute
daily to the safety and security of the United States. Elbit Systems
of America, LLC is wholly owned by Elbit Systems Ltd. (NASDAQ:
ESLT,) a global electronics company engaged in a wide range of programs for innovative defense and commercial applications.

Engility Corpor ation
Engility is a pure-play government services contractor providing
highly skilled personnel wherever, whenever they are needed in a
cost-effective manner. Headquartered in Chantilly, Virginia, Engility is a leading provider of specialized technical consulting, program
and business support services, engineering and technology lifecycle
support, information technology modernization and sustainment,
supply chain services and logistics management, and training and
education for the U.S. Government. Engility acquired Dynamics
Research Corporation in January 2014, combining two outstanding
government services providers that are effectively meeting their customers’ needs. The transaction expanded Engility’s customer base
and capabilities.

Essex Industries
Essex Industries is a world-class leader in the design, development,
production and support of aerospace, life support and safety products and systems. Our unique product lines include crew oxygen
delivery systems; ground-based and airborne med-evac liquid oxygen (LOX) life support systems; fixed- and rotary-wing flight control stick, throttle, cyclic and collective grip assemblies; hydraulic
pulsation dampeners; portable protective breathing equipment; and
hundreds of other mechanical and electromechanical components
and assemblies for aircraft fuel, hydraulic, ECS and ground support
systems. Over the past 65 years, Essex Industries has established a
reputation for providing engineered solutions and superior customer
service. With exacting quality standards and manufacturing expertise, Essex Industries is a company that can satisfy the toughest application requirements.
For more information, please see http://www.essexindustries.com/

Fidelity Technologies Corpor ation
Fidelity Technologies Corporation is a leading global supplier
of quality services and products to Government and Department
of Defense clientele in the areas of simulation and training, field
support services and military and aerospace manufacturing. Fidelity prides itself on having a customer-oriented approach to
developing systems that are modular, customizable, and able to
support future systems. As a defense contractor, Fidelity works
to provide innovative solutions that address the ever changing
needs of the warfighter. Our Simulation and Training team creates dynamic, interactive, skill building experiences that close the
loop on complete training and rehearsal systems that truly give
the warfighter the opportunity to train as they fight. Our solutions are designed to exceed the operator’s needs with modular
and scalable packages that support operational tempo and rapidly
adjusting military training support requirements.

Field Aerospace
Field Aerospace is headquartered in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
and is responsible for Aircraft Integration, Modification, Maintenance, and Sustainment programs.
Field Aerospace has a proven record of successful avionics installations servicing a variety of customers by providing highly skilled and
experienced technicians, inspectors, and supervisors to accomplish
complex installations, testing, and certification documentation for
US DoD aircraft, FAA registered aircraft, as well as foreign government registered aircraft. Field Aerospace is designed to provide the
highly trained personnel and complete logistics support necessary in
the field to do the job right – and cost-effectively – the first time.

Flightcom Corpor ation
Flightcom is a premier provider of military aircrew Active Noise Reduction (ANR) headsets with integral SAT/cell phone and auxiliary audio inputs, as well as passive aircrew headsets. Flightcom is the leading
provider of portable, hands-free, full-duplex wireless headset systems
for ground crew use in towing, deicing, loadmaster, and maintenance
operations. Flightcom’s durable headsets are engineered and manufactured to withstand rugged environments and are USAF approved on
multiple airframes. In addition to a popular line of Flightcom general
aviation and ground support headsets, our parent company, Sonetics
Corporation, offers team communication solutions for all types of industrial applications including portable wireless headset systems and
vehicle-based applications. With thirty years of experience in cockpit and ground communications, Flightcom’s military group offers a
broad range of team communication products suitable for air, sea, and
ground operations. Our in-house engineers can adapt products to custom specifications. http://www.flightcom.net/military/

FlightSafety International
FlightSafety International is a simulator-based training company
whose contribution to aviation began with its founding in 1951. The
company’s special emphasis is on developing proficiency in the safe and
effective operation of complex, potentially hazardous equipment. This
normally means training pilots and maintenance technicians for all
types of aircraft. FlightSafety’s FAA-certified training revolves around
the use of advanced simulators that replicate with certified accuracy the
experience of flying. FlightSafety’s simulators are designed and built by
its Simulator Systems near Tulsa. Company training encompasses all facets of aviation – commercial, corporate, private and military. Military
programs include operating and maintaining the C-5 and KC-10 Aircrew Training Systems (ATS) for the United States Air Force. Most recently, FlightSafety began building up the new KC-46 ATS. It also operates
the Contractor Logistics Support (CLS) program for the T-38 and T-6A
programs. The company has developed and deployed the Joint Primary
Aircrew Training System (JPATS) ground based training system for the
USAF and the Navy and provides logistics support for its continued operation. Since its founding, the company has always championed that:
“The best safety device in any aircraft is a well-trained crewmember.”
A/TQ • Airlift/Tanker Quarterly • Fall 2015

55

ForeFlight
ForeFlight Mobile is an elegantly designed and best-selling aviation app for iPad and iPhone. ForeFlight Mobile is used by individual
pilots and professional flight crews to efficiently gather preflight
weather and destination information, route plan, access and manage
electronic charts and terminal procedures, organize flight publications, reference as an enroute navigation aid, and manage iPad deployments. ForeFlight Mobile is backed by the company’s Fanatical
Pilot SupportTM team. Website: https://www.foreflight.com

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation
Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary
of General Dynamics (NYSE: GD), designs, develops, manufactures,
markets, services and supports the world’s most technologically advanced business-jet aircraft. Gulfstream has produced more than
2,200 aircraft for customers around the world since 1958. To meet
the diverse transportation needs of the future, Gulfstream offers a
comprehensive fleet of aircraft, comprising the Gulfstream G150™,
the Gulfstream G280™, the Gulfstream G450™, the Gulfstream
G550™, the Gulfstream G500™, the Gulfstream G600™, the Gulfstream G650™ and the Gulfstream G650ER™. Gulfstream also offers aircraft ownership services via Gulfstream Pre-Owned Aircraft
Sales™. The company employs more than 15,000 people at 12 major
locations. We invite you to visit our website for more information
and photos at www.gulfstreamnews.com.

“There exist limitless opportunities
in every industry. Where
there is an open mind,
there will always be a frontier.”
— Charles F. Kettering

Gander International Airport Authority
Gander International Airport (CYQX) has served as a strategic
military staging point and technical stop since 1938. In its role
as a joint civilian/military airport, CYQX hosts over 2,000 military aircraft annually ranging from F18s to C5s and everything
in between.
CYQX is an optimal staging point for military operations with
strategic positioning for transatlantic flights and exceptional
service on the ground. All services are provided 24/7 with no
curfews or abatements. Gander has a proven track record in
meeting the high standards demanded by military users and
looks forward to accommodating your operation.

GE Aviation
GE Aviation is a world-leading provider of jet, turboshaft and turboprop engines, components and integrated systems for commercial, military, business and general aviation aircraft. GE Aviation has
a global service network to support these offerings.
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Hilton Software LLC
Founded in 2003, Hilton Software LLC is a market-leader in the
development of mobile aviation software for General Aviation, Commercial, and Military pilots. Its flagship product WingX Pro7 has
been the #1 Top Grossing Navigation iPad App in the Apple App Store
for 3 years. Hilton Software is a DoD contractor and provides multiplatform mobile solutions to the United States Military.
Hilton Software partners include Cessna Aircraft, Baron Services,
and other best-of-breed companies. Hilton Software is the innovation leader having led the market in many advanced mobile aviation
technologies including ADS-B Weather and Traffic, Synthetic Vision with AHRS, Split Screen, Terrain and Obstacle Overlays, GPWS,
ARINC 429 integration, and Black Box Recording (WingX Rewind)
just to name a few. Hilton Software is expanding its line of successful
products to make aviation safer, more affordable, and more efficient.
For more information, please visit http://www.hiltonsoftware.com.

“Gold is good in its place; but living, brave,
patriotic men, are better than gold.”
–Abraham Lincoln

Honeywell Aerospace
Honeywell Aerospace products and services are found on virtually
every commercial, defense and space aircraft, and its turbochargers
are used by nearly every automaker and truck manufacturer around
the world. The Aerospace business unit develops innovative solutions for more fuel efficient automobiles and airplanes, more direct
and on-time flights, safer flying and runway traffic, along with aircraft engines, cockpit and cabin electronics, wireless connectivity
services, logistics and more. The business delivers safer, faster, and
more efficient and comfortable transportation-related experiences
worldwide. For more information, visit www.honeywell.com.

IFE Products/Video Refurbishing Services
IFE Products is a leading supplier of interior and exterior LED
lighting for aircraft and military applications, offering Plug & Play
and FAA PMA certified products to replace fluorescent tubes and ballasts with LED tubes, and replace existing incandescent and halogen cargo lights, PSU reading lights, and PAR46/PAR64 taxi/landing
lights with LEDs. Products utilize latest technologies for easy retrofit and long lasting reliability with savings to maintenance, power,
heat, weight and money.
Also offered are Plug & Play and FAA PMA certified LCD monitors,
digital media players and video reproducers to replace existing CRTs
and tape decks, as well as FAA/EASA Part 145 repair station services
for existing IFE equipment.

Intercomp Company
ntercomp manufactures a wide selection of portable weighing
products that utilize our exclusive RFX™ Wireless Weighing Technology to weigh and classify vehicles and aircraft for most any application. With over 35 years of experience Intercomp is the leading
manufacturer of portable and in ground scales and accessories used
for weighing vehicles, aircraft, containers and pallets during mobility, deployment and transportation/material handling applications.
Militaries, airlines and manufacturers around the world, including
all branches of the US armed forces, use Intercomp scales to increase
efficiencies and cut costs. All products are available via GSA CNT GS07F-078BA or National Stock Number.
Intercomp offers ISO 9001 Registered facilities in the United States
and the United Kingdom to service our worldwide customer base, we
are positioned to provide the products and services that your company requires. See for yourself how Intercomp provides advanced
weighing technology…by any measure.”

Jacobs Technology
Jacobs TEIMS is a premier provider of process-based systems and
software engineering services and customized applications. A vast
majority of our employees are degreed professionals, with many
holding advanced degrees in the engineering and scientific disciplines. We focus on innovative solutions for our customers at the
Department of Defense (DOD) and other Government organizations
through: aircraft mission planning; systems engineering; software
engineering logistics; range operations; space systems; aircraft compatibility; information systems; environmental engineering; combat
environment simulation; engineering and test; range safety; and
special operations. Visit our website at https://www.tybrin.com/

Jeppesen
For 80 years, Jeppesen has made it possible for pilots and their
passengers to safely and efficiently reach their destinations. Today,
this pioneering spirit continues as Jeppesen delivers transformative
information and optimization solutions to improve the efficiency of
air and sea operations around the globe. Jeppesen is a Boeing subsidiary and part of the Digital Aviation business unit within Boeing
Commercial Aviation Services. Boeing offers the industry’s largest
portfolio of services, support and solutions, collectively known as the
Boeing Edge, providing customers a competitive advantage by solving real operational problems, enabling better decisions, maximizing
efficiency and improving environmental performance – intelligent
information solutions across the entire aviation ecosystem.

JLG Industries, Inc.
JLG Industries, Inc. is the world’s leading designer, manufacturer
and marketer of access equipment. The Company’s diverse product
portfolio includes leading brands such as JLG® aerial work platforms;
JLG, SkyTrak® and Lull® telehandlers; and an array of complementary accessories that increase the versatility and efficiency of these
products. JLG is an Oshkosh Corporation company [NYSE: OSK].
For more information about JLG Industries, Inc., log onto the company website at www.jlg.com.

K alitta Charters , LLC
Kalitta Charters is a division of the Kalitta Group of Companies
including Kalitta Charters II and Kalitta Air. Kalitta Charters’ fleet
of King Air, Learjet and Falcon-20 aircraft are approved for operations by the Department of Defense, Department of Energy, and
Department of Justice in cargo, passenger and air ambulance configurations. The military designations for the Kalitta Fleet are the
C-12 Huron (Super King Air 200), the C-21 (30-series Learjet) which
can be operated in cargo, passenger (8) and air ambulance modes,
and the HU-25 “Guardian” (Falcon-20) with a 74” x 56” cargo door,
which can be operated in cargo or passenger (9) modes, and a 9-passenger Challenger 601 with 3500 sm range. Kalitta Charters II is
pending DOD approval with a fleet of eight Boeing 727-200 freighters, a Boeing 737-400 freighter, a DC-9/30 freighter and two DC-9/15
freighters. Kalitta Air is a DOD approved air carrier operating a fleet
of nineteen (19) Boeing 747 freighters. Kalitta Charters is an “Emergency Airlift” provider and operates 24-7-365 at world headquarters
in Ypsilanti, MI and Southeast Regional Office in Morristown, TN.
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L-3 Communications Integr ated Systems Group
L-3 Communications Integrated Systems Group develops and
integrates defense and commercial technology for U.S. and allied
customers worldwide. L-3 Integrated Systems has more than five
decades of experience in the development of complex intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance systems; command and control;
and secure communications. It is recognized internationally as a
systems integration organization specializing in the modernization
and maintenance of aircraft of all sizes. It is a leader in advanced
technologies for signal processing, electronic countermeasures, sensor development and aircraft self-protection. Systems provided or
maintained by L-3 Integrated Systems help protect military and civilian personnel, bases, assets and national borders throughout the
world. Headquartered in New York City, L-3 Communications employs over 66,000 people worldwide and is a prime contractor in aircraft modernization and maintenance, C3ISR (Command, Control,
Communications, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance)
systems and government services. L-3 is also a leading provider of
high technology products, subsystems and systems.

“Excellence is not a skill. It is an attitude.”
--Ralph Marston

LifePort, Inc.
Premier OEM of aftermarket mission equipment providing
customized interior solutions for any aircraft and any mission.
LifePort specializes in lightweight ballistic protection systems,
medical stretchers, custom seating, and special mission cabinetry
for integration into fixed and rotary-wing aircraft. LifePort’s quality
engineering, design and manufacturing expertise offers turn-key
solutions for fixed and rotary-wing operators worldwide.

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global security and aerospace company principally engaged in the research,
design, development, manufacture, integration, and sustainment of
advanced technology systems, products, and services.
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics is known for building and supporting the finest military aircraft in the world, which include the C-130
Hercules; C-5 Galaxy; P-3 Orion; U-2 Dragon Lady; F-16 Fighting Falcon; F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning.
The C-130 Hercules has earned its reputation of a proven workhorse supporting multiple missions around the world. From aerial
refueling to search and rescue, fighting wildfires and special operations, the C-130 Hercules stands ready for its next mission. And for
whatever the future holds. www.lockheedmartin.com/C130
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Louis Berger (Aircr aft Services Division)
Louis Berger is a $1 billion global corporation that helps clients
solve their most complex challenges. Louis Berger performs largescale government services contracts for multiple branches of DoD
and other US government agencies. To these US government clients,
we bring decades of business and operational experience in CONUS
and OCONUS locations, including Ramstein, Stuttgart and Spangdahlem, Germany; Naval Air Station, Rota, Spain; Kuwait; and several
other critical locations in Southwest Asia and the Far East. We are
a trusted partner to national, state and local government agencies;
multilateral institutions; and commercial industry clients worldwide.
By focusing on client needs to deliver quality, safe, financially-successful projects with integrity, we are committed to deliver on our
promise to provide Solutions for a Better World.

McClellan Jet Services
McClellan Jet Services is a central part of the 3,000 acre corporate community known as McClellan Park – the most successful base
conversion project in America. At McClellan Park, large corporations
and small businesses alike enjoy a wide variety of on-site amenities,
including our 10,600 foot airfield. McClellan Jet Services is a “DESC
Into Plane Contractor” authorized under DESC Contract number
SP0600-06-D-0043. We regularly serve U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Air
Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marines, California Highway Patrol, other federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies. Our
Line Service Technicians have experience and expertise in fueling a
wide variety of military and homeland security aircraft. McClellan
Jet Services has the best Jet A fuel prices in Northern California.
www.mcclellanjetservices.com

Million Air - An Aviation Services Company
The Million Air chain of fixed-base operations (FBO) stands as the
nation’s premier provider of upscale aviation services to include our
famous Jet-A-Way Café. Million Air delivers general aviation services through a chain of separate FBO franchises strategically located
across the United States, Canada and the Caribbean.
Freeman Holdings Group, L.L.C. owns and operates Million Air
FBO franchises in Alexandria, LA; Lake Charles, LA; Bay St Louis,
MS; Rome, NY; March Air Reserve Base, Riverside, CA, Moses Lake,
WA; Topeka, KS, Victorville, CA, Yuma, AZ, and our newest location at Sanford-Orlando International Airport. Each one of these
locations has the DoD fuel contract. Freeman Holdings Group
Million Air FBOs are well known throughout all branches of the
Armed Forces as the preferred “Military FBO” where the military
flight crew always comes first. We offer the best barbeque and Po
Boy sandwiches at our Jet-A-Way Cafés. Freeman Holdings Group
FBOs are the only FBOs in the country that can serve 100 passenger
meals at quick turn speeds.

National Air Cargo
National Air Cargo is a leading global provider of tailored air
transport and multi-modal freight forwarding solutions whose commitment to the highest standards of safety, professionalism, on-time
performance and exceptional customer service remains unrivaled in
the industry.

Northrop Grumman Corpor ation
Northrop Grumman is a leading global security company providing innovative systems, products and solutions in unmanned systems, cyber, C4ISR, and logistics and modernization to government
and commercial customers worldwide. Please visit www.northropgrumman.com for more information.

Parker Aerospace
Parker Aerospace is a global leader in flight control, hydraulic, fuel,
inerting, fluid conveyance, thermal management, and engine
systems and components used on the world’s fleet of aircraft and
aeroengines. Phone: 949-809-8400. Website: www.parker.com.

Port City Air at Portsmouth
International Airport at Pease
Portsmouth International Airport at Pease (KPSM), home to the
157th Air Refueling Wing and the Pease Greeters, has a rich and loyal
history of serving and honoring our military. Port City Air (PCA), caretakers on the civilian side of the field continues this tradition by offering exemplary service for all military branches visiting Portsmouth,
NH. As awardees of the DoD military fuel contract currently and in
the past, PCA welcomes all types of military traffic, from the most basic trainer to the largest of transports with an emphasis on exceeding
expectations.
Our mission-friendly, strategically located airport offers an 11,321
foot runway, 24/7 Customs, no PPR requirements, a fleet of complimentary crew cars, concierge service second to none and a ground
staff well versed in providing operational support. We are your “boots
on the ground” and pride ourselves on doing our part to make each
mission an operational success. Please ask about our “Lobstah Run”!
Say “Pease” and we’ll always say “Thank You” with our dedicated
service!

Pr att & Whitney Military Engines
Pratt & Whitney, a unit of United Technologies Corp. (NYSE: UTX)
company, is a world leader in the design, development, manufacture
and support of gas turbine engines for military, commercial, industrial and space application. Pratt & Whitney is proud of its more than
90 year association and support of the United States Air Force as it
powers key airlift and fighter aircraft applications worldwide. Our
military engines power the Air Force’s front line fighters today – the
F-15 and F-16 – and our F119 and F135 engines power the only 5th
generation fighters in the world – the F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning
II. Four F117 engines power the Boeing C-17 Globemaster III, the U.S.
Air Force’s premier airlifter. Pratt & Whitney is also proud to power Boeing’s KC-46A, the U.S. Air Force’s new aerial tanker with our
PW4062 engines. Pratt & Whitney’s unmatched record in customerfocused customized maintenance, material, and fleet management
programs ensures flight readiness to our partners around the world.

Rockwell Collins
Rockwell Collins provides the right solutions at the right time to
enable our customers’ mission success. Our airborne and surface solutions have been selected by the U.S. Department of Defense and
ministries of defense throughout the world, as well as domestic and
international military platform manufacturers.
An example of our integration capabilities is the USAF C/KC-135
Global Air Traffic Management (GATM) program. As the prime contractor and flight deck systems integrator, we upgraded all 419 aircraft ahead of schedule and on budget to meet changing Communications, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic Management (CNS/
ATM) requirements.
We are also providing the CNS/ATM upgrade for the U.S. and
NATO AWACS fleets, as well as the USAF KC-10 fleet…along with
multiple international C-130 fleets.
Embraer has also selected our Pro Line Fusion® integrated avionics system for their new KC-390 tanker, and we are also a major teammate on the Boeing KC-46 tanker program.

Rolls-Royce
Rolls-Royce is a world-leading provider of power systems and services for use on land, at sea and in the air, and has established a strong
position in global markets – civil aerospace, defense aerospace and
marine. As a result of this strategy Rolls-Royce has a broad customer
base comprising more than 500 airlines, 4,000 corporate and utility
aircraft and helicopter operators, 160 armed forces, more than 4,000
marine customers, including 70 navies. Rolls-Royce employs over
45,000 people in offices, manufacturing and service facilities in over
50 countries.
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Satcom Direct Communications
Satcom Direct is the leading provider of satellite voice and broadband data solutions for flight deck and cabin communications serving
business aviation. Satcom Direct Communications focuses on satellite
communications support for the military and government including
heads of state aircraft. Together, the companies support more than 90
percent of all corporate flight departments worldwide and a wide range
of military/government mission critical platforms. Satcom Direct continues to advance its services through mobile applications and value
adds – from flight deck datalink to cabin communications – making
Satcom Direct the leader in aeronautical satcom service.

Stephenville Airport Corpor ation
Stephenville Airport (IATA: YJT, ICAO: CYJT) is located 1.5 nautical miles (2.8 km; 1.7 mi) southeast of Stephenville, Newfoundland
and Labrador, Canada. It was the largest US Air Force base outside of
continental United States of America and operated as Ernest Harmon
Air Force Base from 1941-1966.
The base was used as a refueling stop for transatlantic military
flights. In addition, Harmon supported three Air Defense Command
units. Following closure of the base the Canadian Department of
Transportation constructed an airport terminal to accommodate
Trans-Canada Air Lines (now Air Canada). Today the Stephenville
Airport if a full-service fixed base operation 24 hours a day, providing quick turn refueling, ground handling, catering and a host of
other services to corporate, military and general aviation. The team
at Stephenville Airport are committed to offering priority in servicing the logistical needs of the USAF Air Mobility requirements during national and international missions.

The Boeing Company
Boeing’s Defense, Space & Security (BDS) business unit provides endto-end services for large-scale systems that enhance air-, land-, sea- and
space-based platforms for global military, government and commercial
customers. In addition to designing, producing, modifying and supporting fighters, bombers, transports, aerial refuelers, rotorcraft, missiles, munitions and spacecraft for military, civil and commercial use,
BDS is developing enhanced capabilities through network-enabled solutions, communications and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance technologies. BDS supports the U.S. government as a system integrator on several programs of national significance, including NASA’s
International Space Station and the Missile Defense Agency’s Groundbased Midcourse Defense program. BDS is also expanding into new
markets and adjacencies, including unmanned systems, cyber security,
energy management, and support and logistics.
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USA A
USAA Provides insurance, banking, investment and retirement
products and services to 10 million members of the U.S. military and
their families. Known for its legendary commitment to its members,
USAA is consistently recognized for outstanding service, employee
well-being and financial strength. USAA membership is open to all
who are serving or have honorably served our nation in the U.S.
military and their eligible family members. For more information
about USAA, or to learn more about membership, visit usaa.com.

UTC Aerospace Systems
UTC Aerospace Systems combines two industry leaders-Hamilton
Sundstrand and Goodrich Corporation. UTC Aerospace Systems
is one of the world’s largest suppliers of technologically advanced
aerospace and defense products. We design, manufacture and service systems and components and provide integrated solutions for
commercial, regional, business and military aircraft, helicopters and
other platforms.
www.utcaerospacesystems.com

“You don’t concentrate on risks.
You concentrate on results. No risk is
too great to prevent the necessary job
from getting done.”
–Brig General Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager,
USAF (Ret)

Zodiac Arresting Systems America
Zodiac Arresting Systems America is the world’s leading manufacturer of military and commercial aircraft arresting systems.
Zodiac Arresting Systems America’s versatile products for military
aircraft are built around friction and rotary hydraulic energy absorbers as part of permanent, semi-permanent and mobile installations.
The aircraft’s energy is harnessed via cross-runway net stanchion or
hook cable equipment configurations then transferred to the energy
absorbers, safely slowing and stopping the aircraft.
Zodiac Arresting Systems America’s EMASMAX®, an Engineered
Material Arresting System, provides safety and overrun protection
at commercial airports. Developed in partnership with the FAA, our
EMAS consists of a bed of cellular cement material manufactured in
the form of engineered block components that are strategically placed
at the overrun end of a runway. The EMAS predictably and reliably
crushes under the weight of an aircraft, providing deceleration and
a safe stop. It is FAA-accepted as an equivalent to a standard Runway
End Safety Area.

A/TA Membership Application Form
(Also used for Membership Renewal, Change of Address and A/TQ Subscription Only)

Zoll Medical Corpor ation
ZOLL® Medical Corporation has been a trusted partner and leading supplier of resuscitation and critical care technology to the U.S.
military for more than 25 years. Our products include the Propaq®
M, the standard in vital signs monitoring, and the Propaq MD,
with optional defibrillation and pacing. The Propaq meets all of the
military’s monitoring needs and with its enhanced data communication, enables the capture of patient care data from the point of
injury through definitive care. ZOLL’s military portfolio has expanded to include the EMV+® ventilator, the ResQGARD® ITD and the
ResQPOD® ITD. The EMV+ is part of the 731 Series of rugged, fullfeatured portable critical care ventilators with extended battery life.
The ResQGARD and ResQPOD are non-invasive Impedance Threshold Devices (ITD) that provide a temporary increase in blood flow
during critical care therapy.
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Air Mobility

HERITAGE & HEROES

“Ready When Required” Revisited
There’s a Lot More to the Story!
by Collin Bakse, editor

Shortly after this year’s Summer issue of A/TQ was mailed to the
membership I received a very engaging email regarding the article Ready
When Required: America’s Civil Reserve Air Fleet [inset on the left]. The
writer, Earl Boyanton, complimented the piece and added a bounty of
information on the theme of the article – ways in which Airlift/Tanker
Hall of Fame inductees relate to the history of Civil Reserve Air Fleet.
As I told Mr. Boyanton in my reply, during my research for the article
I soon realized that the subject was intimately tied to the entire history
of the Air Force and military air mobility, that there existed more than
“enough information to fill a book” as they say (in fact there are several books and many research papers on the subject) and that I found
it difficult to scale the subject down to magazine article size. I also
told him about my feelings of trepidation when I run stories I have
put together for the magazine because they are being distributed, in
essence, to an audience of a couple thousand experts.
So, as you might imagine, getting such a positive response from
someone so intimatly connected to the subject, and with such impressive creditials, was really appreciated. Mr. Boyanton graciously
allowed me to share his letter for this follow-on article.
In his email, Mr. Boyanton pointed out two A/TA Hall of Fame
inductee’s relationships to CRAF whom I had completely overlooked – Maj Gen James I. “Bagger” Baginski and Mr. John Shea.
This article is an attempt to correct their oversight.
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“The miracle, or the power, that elevates
the few is to be found in their
industry, application, and perseverance
under the prompting of a brave,
determined spirit.”
—Mark Twain
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Maj Gen James I. “Bagger” Baginski
Maj Gen Baginski, a founding member of the Airlift/Tanker
Associaton, and the 2005 inductee into the A/TA Hall of Fame,
played a crucial and dynamic role in directing Military Airlift
Command’s (MAC) response to several significant events. One
event of particular involvement with the CRAF took place in
1975 when the “Bagger,” as he was widely and affectionalely
known, was sent to U-Tapao, Thailand, as commander of Project SCOOT-CE (an acronym for Supply Cambodia Operations
Transport), a re-supply group consisting of C-130s with no military markings and civilian DC-8s. The whole operation was
under the 374th Tactical Airlift Wing out of the Philippines,
under the 7th Air Force at U-Tapao.
The C-130s were flown by Bird Air aircrews, most of which
were comprised of retired Air Force Personnel. They flew from
U-Tapao Royal Thai Navy Base, Thailand, to Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
daily in February and March right up until the day before the country
fell. The DC-8’s were flown by civilian crews from Flying Tiger Air
Lines, Airlift International and World Airways in California.
The following excerpt about the size and scope of Project SCOOTCE is from the Cambodia Airlift Support section of Commader in Chief
Pacific Command History, Volume I from 1975 prepared by the Command History Branch of the Office of the Joint Secrtary Headquartes
CINCPAC, then Admiral Noel Gayler –
Cambodia Airlift Support
The five Government Furnished Equipment (GFE) C-130 aircraft operated
under Bird Air contract continued to provide airlift support to Cambodia
between U-Tapaoa nd Pochentong Airfield during January 1975.
Resupply of Cambodia via Mekong River convoy became increasingly
difficult and necessary action was taken to increase C-130 airlift support to 30 aircraft sorties per day. The Bird Air contract was increased by

$1.9 million and by 28 February crews had increased from 5 to 12. This
number reached 15 by the middle of March. Twenty C-130 aircraft were
assigned to a Thailand Forward Operating Location. During the critical
period required for crew procurement and training to attain 30 sorties per
day, MAC contracted for commercial DC-8 support for 12 days (15-26
February) at a cost of $1.2 million. On 4 March 1975 General George S.
Brown, USAF, Chairman of the JCS, personally expressed appreciation for
the combined efforts of the Departments of State and Defense, the Services,
the unified commands, and country teams which resulted in successful
culmination of this operation.
With the interdiction of Mekong River support, the JCS tasked CINCPAC
to develop a contingency plan for airlifting minimum daily U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID) and Petroleum, Oil and Lubricants
(POL) items by DC-8 commercial airlift from Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, to Pochentong Air Base, Khmer Republic. The Logistics
Directorate, Plans and Policy Division developed a plan for five DC-8s ,
four moving USAID cargo from Tan Son Nhut and one moving Milttary Assistance Program (MAP) cargo from U-Tapao, Royal Thai Naval Base. The
latter aircraft was to be offset by two Bird Air contract C-130 aircraft tasked
to haul USAID POL products in bulk airborne fuel tanks. On 22 February
JCS approved the plan as Operation Plan 5136. It was implemented with
flights beginning on 27 February.
…Effective 17 April all support to Cambodia was terminated with the
fall of the Government of the Khmer Republic. This included termination of
the Bird Air C-130 airlift contract and DC-8 commercial carrier USAID airlift contract as well as the Khmer Air Force Airlift Self-Sufficiency Program.
On 23 April 1975 the U.S. Support Activities Group (USSAG), Nakhon
Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, which had been delegated
the responsibility to monitor and control airlift operations into Cambodia
by CINCPAC, provided an overall summary of the entire operation from 11
April 1973 to 17 April 1975. The USSAG summary, which highlights important events and statistics, is quoted here:
…Joint Chiefs of Staff message 1713252 April 1975 suspended all aircraft
support ·to Cambodia. Khmer airlift effort was terminated 17 April 1975 with
rice airdrop to Kampong Chhnang at 1520 hours local time.
…The U.S. airlift operation in the Khmer Republic from 11 April 1973 to
17 April 1975 stands out as the largest sustained airlift operation since the
Berlin airlift. The survival of Phnom Penh and several important isolated
provincial enclaves became completely dependent on U.S. airlift to provide
1ife-sustaining rice, amno, POL, and general cargo. USAF C-130s (including
those crewed by Bird Air, a civilian contractor) and contracted DC-8s flew
5,413 airland missions to deliver 123,631 S/T (short tons) in the two year
sustained operation.
…The continuous Khmer airdrop support to approximately 25 different
enclaves, such as Kampong Seila and Neak Luong, was the largest sustained
airdrop effort in USAF history. USAF C-l30s flew more than 3,000 airdrop
missions to de1iver 38,893 S/T of ammo and rice, more than three times
the tonnage delivered to Khe Sanh in 1968. The airdrops were highly successful using the AWAOS/SKE high altitude, high velocity drop system in
a combat environment. Approxmately 98 percent of total bundles dropped
were reported recoverable even though some of the drop zones had less than
a 500 meter radius of security.
…To reduce U.S. military presence in the Khmer, USAF contracted with
Bird Air for civilian aircrews. After 7 October 1974 all flights into the Khmer
other than a small number of USAF-crewed administrative support flights,
were crewed by civilian aircrews. As airlift requirements increased, the contract was expanded to 15 aircrews as of 10 March 1975. Best record was on
17 March 1975 when 34 missions were flown (26 airland and 8 airdrop)
delivering 654.1 S/T to Phnom Penh and Neak Luong.
…During February 1975 the MAP-CB airlift was supplemented with three
MAC-contracted DC-8s to provide ammo airlift from U-Tapao to Pochentong.
World Airways and Airlift International flew 111 missions from 15 to 26
February 1975 delivering 5,222 S/T. Best results were recorded 23 February
1975 when 11 missions delivered 523.3 S/T.
…At the completion of MAP-CB augmentation on 27 February 1975, the
Airlift International and World Airways DC-8 operation moved to Saigon

and, joined by Transinternational (TIA), Flying Tiger (FTL) and Seaboard
World (SAW) began to provide airlift of USAID rice and kerosene to Pochentong. The DC-8s delivered 27,480 S/T rice and 873 S/T kerosene to Pochentong in 617 missions. A TIA DC-8 also flew 58 missions to airlift 2,763 S/T
of ammo from U-Tapao 4-21 March 1975 as trade-off for C-130 bladder
birds transporting USAID fuel. On 18 March 1975 a record total 1,133.9 S/T
rice, ammo, and kerosene was delivered to Pochentong; the largest single day
rice delivery was 1085.6 S/T on 31 March 1975.
…In summary this huge airlift was conducted under difficult and hostile
conditions. From 1 January 1975 until 17 April 1975 over 2,500 artillery
and rocket rounds impacted on or near Pochentong Airfield. Impact patterns were monitored continually and every conceivable step was taken to
minimize the probability of losses. These included changes in operating patterns, movement of the off-load activities to areas of least impacts, and,
when prudent, suspension of operations for variable periods of time until
favorable changes in the impact pattern could be discerned. These steps,
plus a large measure of good fortune, resulted in completion of the airlift
with no losses of aircraft nor American lives. There were eight instances of
aircraft receiving minor to moderate shrapnel damage and, unfortunately,
nine members of the Cambodian military and civilian off-load crews were
killed and approximately forty were wounded.
The performance of all in the most demanding and hostile environment
at Phnom Penh and under relatively primitive operating conditions was outstanding. There were numerous instances of individual performances in the
sustained Khmer airlift which reflected dedication and heroism. The entire operation attests to the professionalism of all concerned.
By any measure, the airlift support mission to Cambodia was a
success and the “Bagger” had done a tremendous job. That being said,
the fall of Cambodia was imminent. After the fall of Cambodia, he
moved to Saigon and when that city was evacuated he was assigned to
Clark Air Base, Philippines, in May 1975.
Mr. John F. Shea
John F. Shea, inducted into the A/TA Hall of Fame in 2003, served
as an officer in the United States Army Air Forces between 1943 and
1946, and left the military service following World War II with the
rank of major. Upon returning to civilian life Shea became a management analyst at Headquarters Air Transport Command, the predecessor of Military Airlift Command. He held numerous responsible positions in the headquarters, but most importantly he served as the MAC
Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans from 1960 through 1983.
In that capacity his most outstanding, enduring accomplishments
included shaping and developing broad MAC concepts, policies, and
long-range objectives which enabled the Military Airlift Command to
meet its dynamic mission. Mr. Shea provided the guidance and expertise needed for future weapons systems planning and for maintaining
a viable civil air capability for use in national emergencies. He also
advised the Commander in Chief on legislative policies and was an
especially dynamic force in defining the relationship between MAC
and the National Defense Transportation Association’s Military Airlift Committee, which provided a forum for CINCMAC and civilian
transportation industry executives to discuss national transportation
needs. As a nationally recognized authority on air transportation,he
was eminently successful in bringing MAC programs to fruition
through his close working relationship with civil aviation executives.
He worked extensively with Congress and often appeared before congressional committees and subcommittees to share his expertise on
military airlift policy and doctrine.
The Emergency Cargo Airlift Capabilities Study, conceived and orchestrated by Mr. Shea, proposed modifying commercial wide-bodied
passenger aircraft, enabling the modified aircraft to carry military cargo
during a national emergency or war. He provided expertise to NATO in
planning for the NATO-member nations’ civil air augmentation of military airlift resources and headed a task force which assessed military and
commercial requirements for a new generation of cargo aircraft.
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McConnell Pilot awarded
Wright Brothers Memorial
Trophy

NEWS & VIEWS
Top 10 Reasons I’ll Miss AMC

by Airman Jenna K. Caldwell
22nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

By Gen. Darren McDew

Captain Jessica Rybicki, 384th Air Refueling
Squadron executive officer and KC-135 pilot,
received the 2015 National Aeronautic Association Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy.
The award was established in 1948 in
honor of Orville and Wilbur Wright, the
pioneers of flight, to recognize an officer for
significant contributions to the community
and advancement of enduring value to aviation as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force.
Rybicki, a former NASA engineer and
current KC-135 Stratotanker pilot, uses her
experience to teach the principles of flight
and astronautics while encouraging others
to continue innovations in aviation.
Rybicki encourages youth at McConnell
Air Force Base, Kansas and within the local
community, through a number of outreach
programs, to explore academics and career
fields in science, technology, engineering,
and math.
“It’s a fun program, and I have a lot of
fun doing it,” said Rybicki. “It’s important
for kids to be enjoying their studies and continuing to work hard and find opportunities
to use the skills that they are learning.”
As McConnell’s STEM program coordinator she has reached out and formed partnerships with local schools; visiting classrooms,
arranging base tours, teaching children and
helping boost their interest in aviation.
“Rybicki demonstrates a continued dedication to the aviation community and a
passion for teaching the next generation of
future aviators,” said Lt. Col. Nils Hallberg,
384th ARS commander. “Her passion is contagious, and it lives on through each of the
students she has inspired.”
Rybicki, a Minneapolis native, contributes
much of her success to the guidance from
the support of her family and from her
mentors and superiors.

After spending more than a year leading the outstanding
active duty, guard, reserve and civilian Airmen at Air Mobility
Command, my time with you has come to an end. While I am
incredibly honored to have been selected to continue serving
our nation at U.S. Transportation Command, I cannot help but
reflect on my time with the AMC community with fondness
and nostalgia. I’ve had the opportunity to meet some of the
most amazing Airmen in the U.S. Air Force, and witness firsthand the extraordinary way you accomplish your missions,
with such dedication and professionalism. I look forward to
being able to witness you rise to the future challenges you will
undoubtedly encounter, and I eagerly anticipate applauding
your inevitable successes.
With that said, I’d like to share with you a few of things that
made AMC such a special assignment for me –
10. AMC. Everywhere! Mobility Airmen are global. It is such a great privilege to watch you
enable airpower all over the world. You are the reason behind global reach.
9. Surrounded by Blue. There is no better sense of community than being surrounded by a sea
of Air Force Blues (and Airman Battle Uniforms).
8. Oreo Cookies and Dove Chocolate. Every man has his weakness, and my front office team
knew how to exploit mine. They are the fuel behind the fire that is AMC. They know how
to get things done, even it means assuring the commander has that extra sugar push to get
through the day.
7. Community. AMC has the most dedicated civic partners. Never before have I witnessed such
understanding and undying support from such an exceptional community.
6. Airpower...From the Ground Up! No one does it like you do. Whether it’s fighting Ebola,
bringing relief to earthquake victims, or opening an airfield for operations within hours, you
make your mark on the world.
5. The View. Every time I look out my window at the historic Scott Field and the legacy walk
of fame I am reminded of AMC’s great history and the leaders who paved the way.
4. Lunch with Airmen. The best part ... hands down.
3. AE. Explaining to those unaware AE does not stand for a TV channel or a clothing line.
Aeromedical Evacuation is our mission. AMC Airmen saves lives.
2. The Balcony Brief. The most appropriately named briefing I’ve ever been to. It’s literally on a
“balcony.” More importantly, I have the opportunity to sit in the 618th Air Operations Center
and listen to your weekly accomplishments. What have you not done?
1. Mobility Airmen. AMC has the best in the business. It’s been an honor and a privilege being
your commander. Thank You.

Mobility Airmen Provide Care to Stranger During Fire Emergency
by Staff Sgt. Stephenie Wade, Air Mobility Command Public Affairs
Maj. Jim Cote was driving to his new job
at Air Mobility Command Headquarters, Scott
AFB, Illinois on 29 July, when he saw a man on
fire on the side of the road in Shiloh, Illinois.
According to St. Clair County authorities,
the riding lawnmower operator attempted
to mow too close to a ditch. The mower
overturned, trapping the operator and dousing him with gasoline. Seconds later, the
gasoline ignited.
“Just within a matter of seconds, he burst
into flames,” said Cote, an Air Force aeromedical nurse. He said the man came running out of the area engulfed in flames.
Cote was the first person on scene and as
he instinctively rushed to aid the seventy-four

year old victim, he immediately applied his
military and medical training.
“I ran across the street...to put the flames
out with my uniform shirt,” Cote said.
“Then others, including more Airmen,
stopped to help. It took about three ABU
(Airmen Battle Uniform) tops before (the
flames were extinguished).”
All the while, Cote said the mower was
still on fire only ten feet away. The victim
was airlifted from the scene minutes later.
Shortly after, the local community
learned that the elderly man did not survive.
Cote has been a nurse for more than seventeen years and says, from his experiences, it
helps to talk about these traumatic situations.

Capt. Jessica Rybicki, 384th Air Refueling
Squadron executive officer and KC-135
pilot, in her office 4 September 2015,
at McConnell AFB, Kansas. (U.S. Air Force
Photo by Airman Jenna K. Caldwell)
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Cover Story continued from page 17
Troop Carrier Aviation and Airborne Operations
WORLD WAR II AND GLOBAL AIR TRANSPORT
Troop Carrier Aviation forces constituted another arm of the “tacOPERATIONS 1941-1945
tical” airlift force. In July 1942, the I Troop Carrier Command was
By 1940, the Army Air Corps fleet of transport planes numbered less
established to support Army paratroop training and to prepare other
than one hundred aircraft, flown mostly by sergeants and older pilots. A
troop carrier units for operational deployments. Seven troop carrier
limited view of the role of long-range air transportation in World War II
wings were eventually organized under the command. Other Troop
persisted for some months even after the U.S. became an active belligerCarrier Commands were established and assigned under the nument following the attack on Pearl Harbor. The world war generated an
bered air forces operating in various theaters of war. In the European
immediate demand for far more transport airplanes than planned and
theater, IX Troop Carrier Command consisted of three troop carrier
for more extensive uses than anyone could have imagined in the prewings and 14 troop carrier groups. At its maximum strength, it inwar days. Not until the late spring and summer of 1942 did the idea of
cluded approximately 1380 operational aircraft including spares and
air transport as a major instrument of
some 2,000 gliders in March 1945.
logistics begin to take shape. By this
In less than three years, the Troop
time, large backlogs of supplies awaitCarrier Aviation forces developed
ing air shipment to the front began
the tactics, techniques and proceto build up at ports of embarkation
dures necessary to execute huge
and it became increasingly clear that
airborne operations. In November,
a requirement for the rapid moveJuly and September 1943, the forces
ment of urgently needed materials
launched airborne strikes in North
and personnel was emerging.
Africa, Sicily and New Guinea. In
Throughout the war, the Army
June 1944, over 900 transports and
Air Corp’s air transport forces were
400 gliders were employed to dedivided along doctrinal and opliver more than 13,000 paratrooperational lines. At first, its primary
ers onto Normandy in support of
“tactical” airlift mission was to
D-Day. During the largest airborne
enhance the mobility of bomber,
operation in history - Operation
pursuit and attack units by carrying
Varsity - some 1,156 aircraft and
their ground personnel, spare parts, In 1939, Jacqueline Cochran, shown here in the cockpit of a 1,348 gliders delivered over 16,000
rations and other supplies or equip- Curtiss P-40 Warhawk. wrote to Eleanor Roosevelt to introduce paratroopers, over 1,300 vehicles
ment necessary to begin and sus- the idea of a women’s division in the Army Air Force. She saw and 109 guns in two and a half
tain operations upon arrival. Once qualified women pilots as an untapped resource that could be of hours into western Germany on 24
ground transportation links and great help in domestic, non-warfare jobs, and a way to free more March 1945. More than 2,000 TCC
lines of supply were established, male pilots for combat. The WASP program was originally estab- glider pilots also fought after landtransports then engaged in more lished on August 5, 1943, with the approval of General Henry ing in various capacities. More than
“strategic” airlift operations that “Hap” Arnold, by merging Cochran’s Women Flying Training De- twenty percent of the force was lost
linked these forces to rear supply tachment (WFTD) and Nancy Harkness Love’s Women’s Auxiliary to casualties.
areas, hospitals, headquarters and Ferrying Squadron (WAFS). (Courtesy Photo - National Archives).
Violent action, courage and high
the like. Another tactical mission
casualties went hand-in-hand
appeared in the requirement to deliver airborne troops into battle.
with airborne operations. Flying at low altitudes from 300 to 750
feet above the ground and at speeds of 95-120 knots in tight forEstablishment of Air Transport Command
mations, they were subjected to every form of defensive fire – and
The Air Transport Command (ATC) was established in April 1941 with
with no means to return fire. These massed transport formations
the twin missions of enhancing the mobility of air combat units plus that
were equivalent to those of massed bomber formations, pushing
of airlifting airborne paratrooper units into battle. That same spring also
through the skies with hundreds of aircraft and thousands of men,
saw the activation of the Air Corps Ferrying Command to help deliver
except that these aircraft were unarmed, flew in greater danger at
American-built aircraft to our allies in Europe who were already at war.
lower altitudes and were not designed nor built for combat operaIn the summer of 1941, the Army Air Forces replaced the Army Air Corps.
tions. Troop carrier crews were a different breed of combat mobilIn June 1942, a “new” Air Transport Command was created with two
ity airmen who saw themselves as greater warriors than their Air
separate divisions, one for ferry operations and another to address global
Transport Command counterparts.
military air transportation needs in terms of logistical support. ATC also
operated a worldwide air transportation system for military personnel.
China-Burma-India Theater of Operations - The “Hump”
Troop Carrier Aviation units gained responsibility for airborne operaBeginning on 1 December 1941, thirty staff sergeant pilots began
tions shortly thereafter. Thus by mid-1942, the organization of Army Air
flying airlift missions over the Himalayan Mountains - the “Hump”
Force air transport forces was beginning to take shape. Air Transport Com- in the China-Burma-India Theater of operations. The operation exmand gained primary responsible for global airlift and regional logistics
panded to a full airlift in April 1942 after the Japanese blocked the
support needs, while theater-based units in Troop Carrier Aviation were
Burma Road and continued until August 1945 when the effort began
responsible for enabling combat maneuvers and tactical operations.
to scale down. During the course of the operation, the airlift delivered
approximately 650,000 tons of materiel to China at great cost in men
Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs)
and aircraft during its 42-month history. At least 590 planes and 1,659
As ATC struggled to find competent pilots to ferry aircraft, it gained
aircrew members were lost to extreme weather in the Himalayas, to
approval to allow female pilots to join the force and the Women AirJapanese fighters, and poor living conditions related to exhaustion,
force Service Pilots (WASPs) was created in 1942, with 1,074 women ultihypoxia, heat and disease. Another 1,200 crewmen went down but
mately serving in its ranks. From then until December 1944, they ferried
were recovered. For its efforts and sacrifices, the India-China Wing
combat aircraft, towed aerial targets, conducted flight tests and operated
of the ATC was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation on 29 January
aerial drones, among other duties. Thirty seven WASPs died and another
1944 at the personal direction of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the
thirty-six were injured in operational and training accidents.
first such award made to a non-combat organization.
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WW II Aeromedical Evacuation
During World War II an extensive network of aeromedical evacuation was established in both theaters using C-46 and C-47 aircraft
for shorter flights and later C-54 transports for longer flights to large
medical facilities in Hawaii and mainland U.S. The Army Air Corps
established Medical Air Evacuation Squadrons (MAES) staffed by
nurses and medics who were trained to provide care to patients on air
evacuation missions. The U.S. Navy joined the mission in 1944 by using various seaplanes and PB4Y aircraft to fly patients from remote Pacific islands to larger bases and on
to stateside hospitals. By the war’s
end more than 1.3 million patients
had been transported worldwide
with less than 60 inflight deaths.

supporting joint and allied forces. However, the rapid demobilization
in late 1945 gave cause for major restructuring of the armed forces.
Following the end of the war, Headquarters United States Army Air
Forces (USAAF) had little funding and most wartime personnel had
been released from active duty and returned to civilian life. Many
USAAF aircraft were being sent to storage or scrap yards, although the
increasing tension with the Soviet Union meant that combat military
air forces were still needed.

1945-1949: A NEW FORCE EMERGES AT
THE DAWN OF THE COLD WAR
World War II demonstrated the effectiveness of air mobility in

The Berlin Airlift
MATS was established less than a month before the commencement
of the Berlin Airlift, one of the defining events of the post-war era, and it

Force Structure Reorganization
A major realignment of the USAAF took effect on March 21, 1946
and three major command divisions
within the continental United States
(CONUS) were formed: Strategic Air
Command (SAC), Tactical Air ComThe Legacy of World War II
mand (TAC), and Air Defense ComAirlift Operation
mand (ADC). TAC was formed to
Airlift emerged from World War
command, organize, equip, train
II as the most flexible component
and administer assigned or attached
of airpower, and the global nature
forces, which still included troop
of conflict in the war ended U.S.
carrier aircraft in addition to tactical
isolationism forever. More than any
fighters, bombers, reconnaissance
other military capability in the U.S.
and other units. Within TAC, Troop
arsenal, the crucible of World War II
Carrier Command was organized to
A veteran in olive drab of World War II and the historic “Hump”
generated an extraordinary and rapid
control its troop carrier units. SAC
operation, the C-47 Skytrain became the first MATS aircraft
expansion in the air transport arena.
acquired the AAF’s strategic bombwhen the service absorbed the wartime Air Transport ComThis included dramatic changes in
er and reconnaissance force, plus
mand. (Courtesy Photo - Douglas Aircraft Company).
organizational structure, fleet size,
some personnel and facilities of the
mission capabilities, doctrine and the practical application of technolContinental Air Forces (CAF), the World War II command tasked with
ogy, tactics and procedures. Airlift proved to be an effective means for
the air defense of the continental United States. When the Army Air
sustaining armies in the field, enhancing the operational effectiveness
Forces Air Reserve program was approved by the War Department in
and maneuverability of air combat units, and resupplying naval forces.
July 1946, ADC was given the air reserve mission. At that time, the
Airdrops relieved troops pinned down at Bastogne in the Battle of the
fundamental mission of the command was the air defense of the conBulge, and transports flying the Asian “Hump” supplied forces in China
tinental United States, with reservists considered as reinforcements for
when seaports were blocked. In the Pacific, forces depended on regular
that mission. Air Transport Command responsibilities did not change
air deliveries of fuel and supplies to sustain the island-hopping offensive.
fundamentally and it was not granted major command status.
Many of these operations were treacherous and airlift forces suffered
On 18 September 1947, the U.S. Air Force was officially established as
heavy casualties and lost aircraft throughout the war.
a separate service under the new U.S. Department of Defense. ConcurIn 1940, the Army Air Corps fleet of transport planes numbered
rently, the Air National Guard was officially established in law as a sepaless than one hundred aircraft. During the war, however, the nation
rate reserve component of the U.S. Air Force. At this time, the Air Force
would take delivery of approximately 14,000 large transport aircraft
Reserve and the Air National Guard components were now integral to
and 9,000 smaller aircraft spread across every service, command and
Air Force operations and the Total Force conceptual foundation in place.
theater. The war also proved the need for specialized cargo aircraft.
The Army Air Forces acquired more than 10,000 Douglas C-47s, 3,000
Continental Air Command (ConAC)
Curtiss C-46s, and some Lockheed C-69s and Douglas C-54s. HowIn December 1948, ADC and TAC were brought together to form
ever, all were conversions of commercial aircraft and as such proved
Continental Air Command (ConAC). At the same time, ADC and TAC
to be hard to load and unsuited to oversize cargo.
were subordinated as operational air commands of the new organizaOne of the great achievements of the Army Air Forces in World War
tion. HQ TAC was reduced to the status of an operational headquarII was its development of a worldwide system of air transportation.
ters under ConAC, who assumed control over air defense, tactical
Air Transport Command implemented an extensive global air transair and air reserve forces. From then until 1968, ConAC was a USAF
portation network that delivered people and cargo regularly all over
major command responsible primarily for administering the Air Nathe world. In the process, these forces would airdrop entire airborne
tional Guard and Air Force Reserve. After two years in a subordinate
divisions behind enemy lines and resupply allied nations under the
role, TAC was reestablished as a major command in December 1950.
most treacherous and demanding conditions, plus move, sustain and
otherwise support elements of all the military services in every theMilitary Air Transport Service (MATS)
ater of war. Global air mobility became a reality during this time.
The Military Air Transport Service was activated on 1 June 1948
The war underscored the need for centralized control of airlift.
in a consolidation of the United States Navy Naval Air Transport SerEarly on, local commanders often diverted carriers for their own purvice (NATS) and the United States Air Force Air Transport Command
poses. In time, Air Transport Command gained more power, but the
(ATC) into a single joint command in charge of the military strategic
struggle between theater and global control continued, as did probairlift worldwide. MATS was the first joint service command and Nalems of coordination between air and ground forces.
val aircrews participated in every major MATS airlift operation.
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marked the beginning of the Cold War. The operation constituted a 464To prove the potential of these new developments, the Air Force put
day effort to supply a city’s needs solely through the air, where at peak optogether a dramatic demonstration of global power. From 26 Februerations, planes landed and departed approximately every ninety seconds
ary to 2 March 1949, Captain James Gallagher and a crew of thirteen
to deliver thousands of tons of supplies, food and fuel each day. Some
completed the first nonstop flight around the world in a B-50 named
2,326,204 tons of supplies were transported on 277,264 flights by the time it
Lucky Lady II, a feat that took ninety-four hours and four in-flight
ended on 30 September 1949.
refuelings to accomplish. While Gallagher and crew achieved fame
The airlift itself was a USAFE theater operation and airplanes participatand were award the Distinguished Flying Cross, the tanker crews reing in it were assigned to one of five troop carrier groups sent to Europe to
mained relatively anonymous – like
operate the airlift. MATS played a suptheir predecessors before them. The
porting role at first, including ferrying
stage was set for the emergence of a
C-54s to and from U.S. airlift bases and
strategic air force with global capamaintenance depots. Civilian airlines
bility and air mobility, enabled by
replaced military transports on many
the air refueling force.
intercontinental routes in a pre-curser
to what would eventually become the
CONCLUSION
Civil Reserve Air Fleet.
The First Revolution in Air Power
Lt. General William H. Tunner was
and Global Air Mobility. Mobility
subsequently placed in overall comairmen pioneers began demonstratmand of airlift operations, reporting
ing the potential for air transport
to the commander of United States
and air refueling capabilities early
Air Forces, Europe. The operation was
in the aviation age, often at great
a learning experience for air mobility,
personal risk and without recogniwith Tunner emerging from it arguing
tion for their efforts. By the time
for a single airlift command and makWorld War II began, Army Air
ing the case for larger cargo aircraft as
A C-82A Packet being unloaded at Termpelhof Airport, circa Corps transport forces were unprethe only way to increase the flow in
pared to execute the demands that
1948, during the Berlin Airlift. (U.S. Air Force Photo).
saturated air corridors.
would eventually be placed upon
This was the first important peacetime use of air mobility as a major
them. Yet within a single decade - from 1941 to 1949 - the capabilities
and sole instrument of national power to achieve policy objectives. The
of American military power would be revolutionized by the founda15-month operation was an excellent example of inter-service and international building of global air mobility capability. Starting with a national teamwork, and an important test of the post-war air transport system.
scent Army Air Corps transport force in 1941, mobility airmen established a global air transportation system, fought bravely in battle in
SAC Develops Air Refueling
multiple theaters of war, and demonstrated the capability to conduct
In March 1948, the U.S. Air Force purchased two sets of inflight
non-stop global missions through air refueling.
refueling hardware, manufacturing rights to the system, along with
As the newly independent U.S. Air Force materialized in the posta contract to procure 40 additional sets plus technical support from
war years, organizational relationships were beginning to take shape
Flight Refueling Limited (FRL). FRL was a British company who had
in the form of new major commands along with establishment of the
been developing and proof testing a “looped hose” air refueling sysAir Force Reserve and the Air National Guard. Air mobility forces were
tem since 1934. This contract placed the Air Force squarely in the
distributed as essential elements of every major operational command
business of air refueling.
and in every theater of operations, while the Military Air Transport
This contract was driven by the recognition that the next generation
Service operated on a global basis. Solid partnerships had also been
of long-range bombers did not have the range necessary to reach potencreated with the civil airline industry in a precursor to the developtial targets in the Soviet Union as the Cold War began to develop. Air
ment of the Civil Reserve Air Fleet. On the drawing board were new
refueling also allowed higher bomber payloads to be carried and cretechnologies and aircraft that would fundamentally change operaated opportunities to better optimize the designs of jet bombers then
tional constructs and strategies. The seeds of conflicts and challenge
in development. After an Air Force Aircraft and Weapons Board met
in a new world order began to grow. In the years hence, global air moin August 1947 and January 1948, it accepted the recommendations
bility would continue to evolve and its contributions to U.S. national
from the bombardment committee report that the development of air
security increase even more – because of engaged mobility airmen
refueling should be the top priority for the Air Force. Upon receipt of
and their excellence in action.
the report, Air Force Chief of Staff General Carl Spaatz (leader of the
Question Mark operation) agreed and gave it that priority.
PART 2:
Shortly thereafter, the FRL air refueling units were installed on BBuilding
the
Bonds
of
Air Mobility - Organizational
29s, with a subsequent decision to modify eighty B-29s into tankand Operational Developments 1948-1992
er-receiver pairs. The tankers were designated as KB-29Ms while the
receivers became B-29MRs. On 30 June 1948, 25 years after the first
PART 3:
successful inflight refueling, the Air Force activated the world’s first
Realizing the Dream - The Ascendance of
two air refueling squadrons under SAC. The cumbersome looped-hose
Rapid Global Air Mobility 1992-2015
system, however, had its limitations and the Air Force asked Boeing
to investigate alternatives. The result was the “Boeing boom,” a telescoping pipe with “ruddervators” attached to make it maneuverable
Gregory P. Cook is a retired Air Force Colonel
in flight. While the closed loop system could deliver a maximum of
now engaged as an independent analyst, author,
about 110 gallons per minute, the early-model boom delivered 700
speaker and consultant. A life member of the
gallons per minute. After testing in the fall of 1948, more than 100
Airlift/Tanker Association, Cook serves as its
B-29s were ordered to be modified with the boom to become KB-29Ps
Public Affairs Coordinator and is a frequent
and all new B-50D bombers were to be boom receivers. The rest of the
contributor to A/TQ.
story is air refueling history.
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Classics

AIR MOBILITY
I

n 1968, the U.S. Air Force decided it needed a light twin-turboprop mission support aircraft. Nine firms bid on the “CX” requirement, with a USAF Source Selection Board choosing a version of the
Beech 99 commuter airliner as the winner. It soon became apparent,
however, that political considerations would outweigh the Source
Selection Board’s careful and impartial evaluation. Defense Secretary Robert McNamara and Air Force Secretary Harold Brown overruled the board’s recommendation and declared the British Handley
Page HP.137 3M Jetstream the winner.
This was certainly an unexpected choice; the Jetstream was the
only foreign aircraft in the competition, and this was a time when
it was very unusual for the US military to acquire foreign weapons
systems. It’s likely that the decision was part of a “quid pro quo”
industrial offset deal related to the procurement of the F-111K by
the British (which ultimately never happened, and the UK acquired
F-4Ks instead). In any event, the Jetstream deal was done, and eleven
were ordered with an option for four more, with the designation
C-10A (the tenth cargo type under the Defense Department’s new
“all service” common designation system introduced in 1962). Serial
numbers 68-10378 through 68-10392 were assigned.
Despite the fact that their choice of airframe was ignored, Air
Force leaders probably took some comfort in the fact that the C-10A
was at least going to be powered by American engines. The Garrett TPE-331 turboprop was specified in place of the temperamental
French Turbomeca Astazou engine that powered European versions
of the aircraft. The C-10A was to be fitted with a cargo door and accommodation for 12 passengers or 6 litter patients. Plans were made

to station the aircraft at Randolph, Keesler, and Chanute Air Force
Bases, with the first delivery set for April 1969.
It didn’t take long, however, before it was obvious that the whole
Jetstream program was in serious trouble. Airframe production and
engine integration problems had quadrupled the original development cost projections. It was readily apparent that the manufacturer
would never be able to meet their delivery schedule, and in October 1969, the USAF cancelled the contract. All the C-10A airframes,
which were in various stages of construction, were scrapped. Reportedly, the cancellation was actually welcomed by Handley Page, as
they had determined the aircraft would cost more to produce than
they would be paid for them. Sadly, the company went bankrupt
shortly thereafter, and in 1970 the proud name of Handley Page Aircraft passed into aviation history.
Surprisingly, however, the Jetstream lived on. The rights to the
aircraft were sold to Scottish Aviation, and later to British Aerospace,
who refined the design and successfully marketed the Jetstream to
civilian customers as well as the Royal Air Force and Navy.
Although none of the C-10As were ever completed or delivered,
the nose section and cockpit of one of the scrapped airframes escaped the torch, was restored, and is currently on display at the
North East Land-Sea-Air Museum in Sunderland, England. The wellknown Beech C-12 was subsequently acquired to fulfill the light
twin turboprop mission support role.
The C-10 designation was “recycled” in 1979 when the
Douglas KC-10 Extender tanker/transport was ordered, relegating
the “original” C-10 to a trivia question.

HANDLEY PAGE C-10A JETSTREAM
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If you can help find any of these Lost Members, please drop a note to the Association at ata@atalink.org

Where in the World are They?
2015 A/TA LOST MEMBER LIST
*Denotes Life Member
Backes, Col Kenneth W (Ken)
Bailey, James C*
Bennett, Lt Col Raul USAF (Ret) (Raul)
Bergquist, Patricia
Bond, Langhorne M*
Boyle, Maj Karen A*
Brady, Lt Col Glenn D*
Britt, Maj William J*
Brock, TSgt Shaun K
Brown, Capt Gary W*
Brown, CW5 William Army (Ret) (Bill)
Cadell, CMSgt Stanley (Stan)
Carlson, Col Ralph T*
Castelli, Lt Col Garry L*
Christensen, Capt George M*
Clapsaddle, 1st Lt James R*
Clore, Capt William E*
Clouden, Maj Marilyn M*
Cooper, Col Richard M USAF (Ret)*
Copeland, Brig Gen William L USAF (Ret)*
Cupp, MSgt William (Will)
Deluca, Unk John A USAF (Ret)*
Drell, Unk Hans-Dieter Non-US (Ret)*
Driggers, Lt Col Darin C*
Dutton, Robert D*
Dutton, Ted W*
Dyche, Col David D*
Eck, SSgt Shane A*
Fagan, TSgt Michael M (Mike)
Farrell, Lt Col William T USAF (Ret)
Farrier, Lt Col Thomas A USAF (Ret)*
Feather, Col Paul E (Otto)*
Gack, TSgt Steven A (Steve)*
Garcia, Joseph A (Joe)
Gaudino, CMSgt Stephen J Jr*
Gehri, Col Mark J D*
George, MSgt Wilbur O Jr (Will)
Gray, Brig Gen George A III USAF (Ret)*
Gunkel, Maj William F*
Harbeck, Lt Col William L*
Harris, SMSgt Norzell USAF (Ret)*
Heckmann, Charles*
Hickey, CMSgt Antonio J (Tony)*
Hicks, TSgt Jacob W (Jake)
Higgins, Maj Brian

Hopkins, Lt Col Hubert V Jr USAF (Ret)*
Humes, SrA Nathanael (Nate)
Hundsdorfer, Diana R*
Huneycutt, Lt Col Carroll USAF (Ret)*
Imlay, Lt Col James E (Jim)*
Irisumi, Takashi*
Jackson, Col Joel D
Johnson, TSgt Cecil J
Kahley, Lt Col Mark A*
Keesling, MSgt Richard (Rick)
King, TSgt Jerry Jr
Kinney, Col George W*
Kintzing, Capt Jeffrey K*
Knight, Maj David B (Dave)*
Knott, Maj Steven D USAF (Ret)*
Kornitzer, Col William J Jr*
Kruse, CMSgt James S USAF (Ret) (Jim)*
Lambert, Col Charles E*
Laughlin, Maj Val J*
Lee, Lt Col Howard J USAF (Ret)*
Leonhard, Capt Christian P (Chris)*
Lewis, Capt Michelle*
Liley, TSgt Steven
Lincoln, Col Carlisle A III (Carl)*
Livingston, Col Jerry D USAF (Ret)*
Martin, Lt Col Margaret (Meg)
Mathis, Unk Gerald*
Maxwell, Lt Col Thomas J USAF (Ret) (Tom)*
Mazurowski, Maj Walter J*
McArn, MSgt John H USAF (Ret)*
McElroy, MSgt Mark USAF (Ret)*
McGough, Col Bobby F*
McLoughlin, SSgt Lorraine E*
McWhirt, CMSgt William T Jr (Bill)*
Mena, MSgt Peter J USAF (Ret)*
Metz, TSgt Matthew (Matt)
Miller, Lt Col Bryan
Minihan, Col Charles E Jr USAF (Ret) (Chuck)*
Mize, SMSgt Curtis L USAF (Ret)*
Morison, Col Tom O*
Morrison, James P*
Murakami, Takeshi*
Murray, Capt Todd W (Todd)
Muskus, Lt Col Brian F USAF (Ret)*
Namdar, Maj Deborah A*

Newcomer, SSgt Cody
Ohland, Lt Col Thomas G (Tom)
Ong, SrA Erin T (Erin)
Orrell, Maj Darwin N USAF (Ret)*
Peterson, Patricia*
Peterson, Maj Gen Teresa M (Marne’)*
Pieroth, Karlheinz (Charlie)*
Pugh, Col James R III USAF (Ret) (Jim)*
Ramsey, SMSgt Gary L*
Reddy, Col John A USAF (Ret)*
Reed, MSgt Alan J (Alan)
Rekrut, TSgt Christopher
Rigg, Maj Gen Donald A USAF (Ret)*
Roach, Lt Col John D*
Roberts, TSgt Dawn M*
Rogers, Wendy J*
Rotega, MSgt Lucas Jr USAF (Ret)*
Rothwell, Unk Patrick K*
Ruppel, 2d Lt Renee
Russell, TSgt Robert S*
Saunders, Lt Col Robert A*
Schwartz, CDR Peter A USN (Ret)*
Seifert, Col Charles W USAF (Ret)*
Sheehan, SMSgt William J USAF (Ret)*
Shelley, Capt Ian
Sinclair-West, TSgt Raymond (Ray)
Skarbek, Capt Kelan J*
Skelton, SSGT Timothy (Tim)
Smith, Lt Col Joseph USAF (Ret)*
Stephens, Capt Angela L
Sullivan, MSgt Michael (Mike)
Swanson, 1st Lt Cara J (Cara)*
Tarasenko, Artem
Voigt, SSgt George D*
Wall, Capt Jared D
Weiland, Maj Michael JP*
Weiss, Lt Col Cornelia*
White, Unk Douglas S USAF (Ret)*
White, SSgt Jeremy W*
White, Maj Marsha USAF (Ret)*
Williams, SrA Austin W
Witt, Capt David R (Dave)*
Woodworth, Lt Col Travis
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Association & Chapter

Contacts

BOARD OF OFFICERS
Chairman, A/TA
Gen Arthur J Lichte USAF Ret
chairman@atalink.org
President
CMSgt Michael C Reynolds USAF Ret
president@atalink.org
Sr Vice President
Lt Gen Vern M Findley II USAF Ret
srvp@atalink.org
VP, Programs
Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
ProgramsVP@atalink.org
VP, Industry Affairs
Col Robert E Dawson USAF Ret
IndustryVP@atalink.org
Secretary
Col Michael D Cassidy USAF Ret
secretary@atalink.org
Treasurer
Col John J Murphy Jr USAF Ret
treasurer@atalink.org
Association Administrator /
Membership & Convention Registrar
Col Dennis W Traynor III USAF Ret
ata@atalink.org
Administrative Support
Lt Col Gary L Hart USAF Ret
and Sondra Hart
ata@atalink.org
Col Brou Gautier USAF Ret
Brou@246analytics.com
BOARD OF ADVISORS
Board Chairman
Maj Gen Richard C Marr USAF Ret
boachair@atalink.org
Board
Maj Gen John D Becker USAF Ret
Becker-John@SBCGlobal.net
Col Ted E Carter Jr USAF Ret
GeneC17@aol.com
Gen Duane H Cassidy USAF Ret
duanecassidy@gmail.com
Col George E Dockery II USAF Ret
george130@comcast.net
Col Robert F Ellington USAF Ret
RElling900@aol.com
Gen Ronald R Fogleman USAF Ret
rfbuzzard1@aol.com
Col Philip A Iannuzzi Jr USAF Ret
philip.a.iannuzzi-jr@boeing.com
Col Walter L Isenhour
walter.isenhour@us.af.mil
Col Barbara L Jacob USAF Ret
barbara.jacob.1@us.af.mil
CMSgt Michael R Kerver USAF Ret
kerver_michael@bah.com
Gen Duncan J McNabb USAF Ret
duncanjmcnabb@gmail.com
Col Paul E McVickar USAF Ret
pmcvickar@aol.com
Maj Gen Robert B Patterson Sr USAF Ret
sasbob@att.net
CMSgt David M Pelletier USAF Ret
eagle141@comcast.net
MSgt Eric E J Riker USAF Ret
ark2riker@aol.com
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Contacts listed current as of
21 September 2015.
Please contact Bud Traynor
and Collin Bakse to make corrections
and/or changes, or to suggest
additional contact information
for this page.

Gen Charles T Robertson Jr USAF Ret
reach01@earthlink.net
CMSgt Mark A Smith USAF Ret
marksmith17@nc.rr.com
CMSgt David E Spector USAF Ret
David.Spector@SkyTexus.com
Col Cary M Walgamott USAF Ret
cary.walgamott@gmail.com
CMSgt James W Wilton USAF Ret
jim.wilton@comcast.net
Finance Committee
Col Jack D Patterson USAF Ret
dpatterson@aqua-chem.com
Historian
Ellery Wallwork
historian@atalink.org
Heritage Committee Chairman
& Convention Transportation
Col Ronald E Owens USAF Ret
Transportation@atalink.org
Legal Advisor
Maj Gen Richard D Roth USAF Ret
legaladvisor@atalink.org
Nominating Committee
Chairman
Gen Walter Kross USAF Ret
wkross2@mac.com
Nominating Committee
Vice-Chairman
CMSgt Mark A Smith USAF Ret
marksmith17@nc.rr.com
Young Leader Reps
TSgt Paul O Garcia
Paul.Garcia.7@us.af.mil
Maj Wesley N Spurlock
southwes@hotmail.com
Maj Thomas E Parker
thomas.parker.2@us.af.mil
AMC/CCX
Capt Jenalee Pelletier
jenalee.pelletier@us.af.mil
AFRC Liaison
Brig Gen Brian E Dominguez
afr@atalink.org
AFRC Liaison (Alt)
Maj Gen Charles E Reed Jr USAF Ret
cer767er@aol.com
AMC Liaison
Maj Gen Jerry P Martinez
amc.a3@us.af.mil
ANG Liaison
Maj Gen David T Kelly
david.kelly.1@us.af.mil
CONVENTION & SYMPOSIUM
Annual A/TA Awards
Col Barbara L Jacob USAF Ret
barbara.jacob.1@us.af.mil
Banquet Seating
Col Robert G Ford USAF Ret
banquet@atalink.org
CRUD
Maj Peter M Mastroianni USAF Ret
crudmaster@atalink.org
Golf
Horton, Col David B USAF (Ret) (Dave)
dave.b.horton@gmail.com
Master of Ceremonies
LtGen Christopher A Kelly USAF Ret
cakelly74@gmail.com
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Rooms
Col Miles C Wiley III USAF Ret
atarooms@cox.net
Symposium Chairman
Lt Col Jeffrey B Bigelow USAF Ret
seminars@atalink.org
Heritage/Transportation
Col Ronald E Owens USAF Ret
Transportation@atalink.org
Program Management Support
Col Dennis L Murphy USAF Ret
ataprograms@aol.com
A/TQ, Editor/Art Director
Chair Communications Committee
Collin R Bakse
collin@bakse.com; ATQ@atalink.org
A/TQ Advertising/Business Mgr
Maj Douglas B Lynch USAF Ret
Advertising@atalink.org
A/TQ Public Affairs | Social Media
Col Gregory P Cook USAF Ret
PublicAffairs@atalink.org
CHAPTER CONTACTS
Alamo
Maj Eric Volk
eric.volk@us.af.mil
Big Country
TSgt Jason McGinnis
jason.mc_ginnis@us.af.mil
Capital
Col Christopher S Walker
christopher.s.walker6.mil@mail.mil
Cheyenne
Denali
Diamond Head
Maj Michael Mohr
md1mohr@gmail.com
Eagle
MSgt David J Grant
david.grant.2@us.af.mil
East Anglia
Capt Steve C Briones
steve.briones@gmail.com
Flight Test
TSgt Justin R Thompson
justin.thompson.17@us.af.mil
Golden Bear
SMSgt Erick J Fierro
erick.fierro@us.af.mil
Goldwater
Great Lakes
SMSgt Erik M Wolford
erik.m.wolford.mil@mail.mil
Hafa Adai
TSgt Jacob Westad
jlwhp@yahoo.com
Halvorsen
MSgt Michael Ferneding
m34ferned@yahoo.com
Huyser
Maj Kevin E White
kevin.white.8@us.af.mil
Inland Northwest
Capt Victoria A McBride
mcbride.victoria@gmail.com
Keeper of the Plains
Maj Thomas P Harper II
thomasharper24@hotmail.com
Kitty Hawk
MSgt Jonathan C Sorcic
jonathan.sorcic@us.af.mil
Low Country
Lt Col Eric W Bucheit Jr
ericbucheit@hotmail.com

Lt Gen Tunner/Berlin Airlift
Col Thomas Hansen USAF Ret
c130hans@msn.com
Luftbrücke
Maxwell
Maj Jonathan King
jonathan.king.2@us.af.mil
Pacific Northwest
Capt Christopher W Halbleib
Nfielder4@yahoo.com
Peachtree
Col Jon A Hawley USAF Ret
jon.a.hawley@lmco.com
Pikes Peak
Razorback
Capt Joseph Barriere
joseph.barriere@us.af.mil
Red River
Capt Jason Sikorski
jason.b.sikorski@gmail.com
Rheinland-Pfalz
Maj Geoffrey R Ulrich
geoffrey.ulrich@us.af.mil
Rheinland-Pfalz-Papa
Lt Col Brent G Deen USAF Ret
brent.deen@nspa.nato.int
Rio
Capt Nicholas D Pride
nicholas.pride@us.af.mil
Ryukyu
Capt David Gribbin
david.gribbin.1@us.af.mil
Sam Fox
Lt Col Nathan R Dennes
Nathan.dennes@us.af.mil
See Seventeen
CMSgt Michael M Welch USAF Ret
mikewelch@verizon.net
SoCal
SSgt Brian Caskie
brian.caskie@us.af.mil
Special Operations
Tarheel
TSgt Adam B Scripture
adamscripture@gmail.com
Team Robins
Maj Faith Eudy
faith.eudy.1@us.af.mil
The Shogun
2d Lt Melody D Beidler
melody.beidler@us.af.mil
Tidewater
Lt Col Brian D Joos USAF Ret
brian.joos.2@us.af.mil
Tip of the Sword
MSgt Casey J Vargo
casey.vargo@us.af.mil
Tommy B. McGuire
TSgt Daniel R Leedy
daniel.leedy@us.af.mil
Tony Jannus
Capt Sarah Hitchler
sarah.hitchler@us.af.mil
Warriors of the North
Lt Col Jonathan M Castellanos
jonathan.castellanos@us.af.mil
Wright
Lt Col Frank A Delsing
frank.delsing.1@us.af.mi
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