
 

 
 

Robyn is a graduate of Columbia University, where she studied creative writing, and the 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine, where she earned a Masters 

of Bioethics. She lives in Los Angeles, California, and also on the internet. 
 

All of the best things in Robyn’s life happened at airports. When she was thirteen, her 
mom handed her a copy of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone to read on a family 
vacation. By the time the plane landed, Robyn had finished the book, and decided to 

become a novelist like her new hero J.K. Rowling. 
 

Robyn spent the next year saving up to buy a laptop, and scribbling her first novel in 
notebooks. In high school, she taught herself how to write books by attending a writing 
critique group at the local Barnes & Noble, and at eighteen, she sold her first novel to 

Random House. 



But getting a book deal wasn’t the happy ending to her story. Her debut novel flopped, 
and her next two novels were cancelled. As a junior at Barnard College of Columbia 

University, she panicked and switched her studies from English to Pre-Med. 

But she never stopped writing. After chemistry lab, she’d sneak away to a coffee shop 
and write books. When she sold her first fantasy series, she deferred medical school 

and moved to London, England to write–only to have her editor and agent quit the 
business. Her series was cancelled midway through. 

While studying bioethics at the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Robyn began to write the book that would become The Beginning of 

Everything–literally. That novel sold in a six-figure auction in less than a week. Robyn 
quickly wrapped up her medical studies, stopping at a masters degree, and moved to 

Los Angeles to write. She’s been a full-time novelist ever since. 

Remember how the best things happened to her in airports? On her way to promote 
The Beginning of Everything at a conference, she met a boy traveling to the same event 
who wanted to know what books to read on an airplane–and, reader, she married him. 

Robyn lives in Los Angeles with her husband, their dog Penny, her collection of antique 
medical instruments, and her first-editions of the Harry Potter books. Next on her 

agenda? A fantasy trilogy. 
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Discussion Questions 
 
1. How does the title The Beginning of Everything relate to the themes of the book?  
 
2. Do you agree with Ezra’s theory that everyone has a tragedy waiting for them?  
 
3. Why do Ezra and his friends drift apart? Have you ever experienced a similar 
situation with your friends?  
 



4. If you were Ezra, would you have handled the aftermath of the accident any 
differently? How so?  
 
5. How is your high school similar to Eastwood? How is it different?  
 
6. Why do you think Ezra finds himself drawn to Cassidy? Do you think that Cassidy is 
Ezra’s everything or just the beginning?  
 
7. How does the friendship between Toby and Ezra change throughout the story?  
 
8. What do you think of Ezra’s two different circles of friends? Which group is better for 
Ezra? How so?  
 
9. Do you think that Cassidy’s parents put too much pressure on their children? Why or 
why not?  
 
10. Did you suspect Cassidy’s secret at any point in the story? How does her secret 
change her relationship with Ezra?  
 
11. Do you agree with Cassidy’s decisions at the end of the novel? Why or why not?  


