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Drag Queen Program – FAQ 

 

Q: What is the Dishing Out Drag Program? 

A: Dishing Out Drag with Giganta Smalls is a virtual program designed for teens between the 

ages of 13 and 18 who have an interest in the world of drag. However, parents/caregivers are 

invited to attend. Shows like Ru Paul’s Drag Race have helped to give drag queens a platform 

and as a result, many teens have taken an interest. During this program, Giganta Smalls will 

present an inside view into the life of a drag queen (how she became interested in it, what the 

process of applying make-up and the costume is like, and how it has helped her become more 

confident).  

Q: Why is the Bigelow Free Public Library (BFPL) presenting Dishing Out Drag? 

A: BFPL provides programs and resources for the entire community. By offering this program, 

we can connect teens who have expressed an interest in drag queens in an age-appropriate 

way. As a community resource, BFPL provides a wide choice of programs for individual library 

users and families and they select which programs feel right for them. You are welcome to 

explore our calendar for more activities that may interest you or your family. 

Parents/Caregivers of the teens who may wish to attend have a right to accompany their child 

in the virtual program.  

Q: Why should children learn about drag queens? 

A: Most children naturally explore gender identity and gender norms through imaginative play. 

A program like Dishing Out Drag teaches teens to follow whatever passions may interest them, 

while embracing gender diversity and expression both in themselves and in others. This 

education helps to curb bullying of LGBTQ kids and other children who may be perceived as 

different. There is no obligation to attend. 

Q: I don’t approve of this program and do not want my tax dollars going to this. 

A: This particular program was not funded by your tax dollars, but rather through a 

discretionary fund which is under the control of the trustees of Rowley Public Library. The BFPL 

is participating at no cost.  

Q: Why do kids love drag queens so much? 

A: Children and teens have a lot in common with drag queens. They may love to dress up and 

use their imaginations to create awesome looks, and to express different sides of themselves. 

We see this a lot in teens that attend Comic Cons who may decide to dress up like their favorite 

character. Self-expression is very important to the social and emotional development of teens 

and children. 

Q: Kids are going to be in danger from pedophiles posing as drag queens if you run this 

program. 

A: Equating drag queens to pedophiles or groomers of children is a harmful stereotype that 
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perpetuates homophobia and transphobia. In addition, this program has built in security to 

make sure that all participants are safe from harm, regardless of the fact that it is virtual. Our 

Zoom will have cameras and microphones off for the teens, the chat will be closed, and all Q&A 

will be moderated by librarians. The attendees will never have any direct contact with Giganta 

Smalls.  

Q: What agenda are you pushing? 

A: The goal of the Bigelow Free Public Library is not to push any agenda. We aim to ensure that 

the library is a community place that is safe for all, regardless of gender identity, sexuality, race, 

religion, disability, or creed.   

Q: I’m still upset about this and I want to talk to someone. 

A: Okay, I understand. You can contact our Library Director either via phone or email. Their 

phone number is (978) 365-4160 or their email is mmueller@cwmars.org 


