Summary: “The Ice River: A Monkey King Tale”

Puppeteers will speak in English.
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“Warming the stage” — musical prelude

Introduction of Monkey King, Ju Ba-jie, Wu Sha-jing, Monk Tang San-zang

Monk Tang discovers that their path is blocked by a raging river. Monkey sees a monster in
the river. Monk Tang leaves to ask if they can stay the night at a temple,

. The temple master tells the Monk and Monkey that the village has no food. The Monster

King, who lives in the river, has demanded that they prepare two buns with all of their food.
Sun Wu-kong offers to help.

Monkey King wakes up Ju Ba-jie and insists that they should change into giant buns to
trick the Monster King. They tell the Monk Tang, who sends them to the temple master.
The disciples transform into two buns and sit on a table in the temple.

Villagers appear in a stage window to present their bun offering to the Monster King. He
goes to eat the buns. When one bun talks to him, he is frightened. The bun changes back
into Monkey King; the other bun changes into Ju Ba-jie. After a fistfight, the monster flees.
Hungry and sad, the Monster King explains to his friend Sister Perch that he got nothing to
eat from the temple. She tells the Monster that if he eats the Monk Tang he will live forever.
The two make a plan to catch the Monk. Since the Monster King has the power to create
ice, he will freeze the river, crack the ice as Monk Tang crosses, and snatch him. Sister
Perch agrees to cook the Monk for him.

The Monster creates ice along with people walking on it. The disciples cross the ice safely.
When Monster King yells “crack!” the Monk Tang falls and is carried away by the Monster.
Ju Ba-jie overhears the Monster King and Sister Perch rejoicing about the Monk’s capture.
Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing make a plan to rescue their master from under the river. Monkey
King , who can’t swim, will change into a cricket or dragonfly and ride into the water on Ju
Ba-Jie’s back.

Arriving at the Monster’s undersea palace, Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing smell food and run
into the palace. Monkey King changes into a crab and looks for for Monk Tang. Another
crab tells him the monk is in an old chest in the palace.

Monkey/Crab pushes the chest out of the palace and assures Monk Tang that they will res-
cue him. A palace attendant chases Monkey/Crab away.

Monkey/Crab changes back into Monkey. He calls Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing out of the
palace and insists they rescue Monk Tang. Monkey will wait for them at the top of the wa-
ter.

Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing demand that the Monster release the Monk. The Monster refuses
and vows to eat them, too. Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing fight the monster and are defeated.
Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing swim to the top of the river. They call to Monkey King for help.
Monster King and Monkey King battle with baton and lotus bud. Just when Monkey thinks
he has won the fight, Monster King jumps back in the water and swims away.

Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing tell Monkey King that the Monster is not defeated. He an-
nounces a plan to ask the bodhisattva Guan-yin for help.

Monkey flies to the Bamboo Forest. Guan-yin’s assistant, a dragon princess, tells him to
wait. Guan-yin is busy.

Guan-yin appears in a stage window and tells Monkey they will leave at once.

After traveling through clouds, the bodhisattva summons a river and the monster. She
transforms the Monster King into a goldfish and puts it in her basket.

Guan-yin calls the disciples and tells them to rescue the Monk Tang. They tell her that they
must first fight the Monster King. She shows them the goldfish and explains that the fish is
the Monster’s true self. Living in her pond, the fish heard scriptures every day, and used
them to develop magical powers. When she heard of the trouble in the village she suspect-
ed that her fish was at fault and came to capture it.
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Ju Ba-jie rescues the Monk Tang. The Monk and disciples thank Guan-yin. She leaves,
vowing to teach the fish the ways of Buddha.

The Monk Tang and his disciples return to the Buddhist temple and ask the master to help
them find a boat to cross the river.

Suddenly the Monk and Monkey King hear a voice telling them “do not build a boat, | will
take you across.” A turtle’s head appears on stage, and the turtle explains that the Monster
had taken away his palace, leaving all the turtles to live in the mud. Grateful to the Monk ,
the turtle will carry the Monk and his disciples across the river on his back.

The Monk Tang, Monkey King, Ju Ba-jie and Wu Sha-jing ride away on the turtle’s back to
continue their journey to the West.
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