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how to CHOOSE A SAFARI By Andrew Harper 

 A safari — simply a “journey” in the East 

African language Swahili — can be a two-

night excursion by private plane from 

Johannesburg or a monthlong hike through the 

highlands of northern Kenya. You may stay in an 

air-conditioned suite with a private pool or sleep in 

a tent with large wild creatures very audibly close at 

hand. The general idea of a safari seems romantic — 

and few people who have seen the movie Out of Africa 

are entirely immune to the allure — but it is vital to 

decide precisely what kind of experience you want 

before heading off down the jet bridge clutching a 

boarding card to Nairobi. Safaris come in an unex-

pected number of guises. I have been on safari 30 

or 40 times at least — I long ago lost count — and I 

have enjoyed trips that have ranged from the physi-

cally demanding to the ludicrously indulgent. Here is 

what you need to consider if you are contemplating 

an African safari vacation.

I want to see the Big Five, especially the big cats. 

And to be happy I will need air-conditioning, power 

showers and food and wine of an international 

standard.

The luxury safari lodge was invented in South Africa, 

and although such properties now exist in half a 

dozen countries at least, the foremost examples of 

the genre are still to be found there. Singita Ebony, 

Singita Boulders and Londolozi are located in the 

Sabi Sand Game Reserve, little more than an hour’s 

flight from Johannesburg; Royal Malewane is situ-

ated in a similar private game area nearby. All of 

these lodges have huge air-conditioned suites with 

lavishly equipped marble baths and serve the kind 

of food that you would expect to find at a top restau-

rant in a major city. Essentially, they are luxury 

resorts that happen to be in a game park. (Indeed 

some people come for a week, go on a single game 

drive and spend the rest of their stay by the pool 

or in the spa.) The game viewing is extremely well-

organized and it is not uncommon to see the Big 

Five — lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and buffalo — 

in a single morning. 

I want to be within reach of civilization. I can’t 

take days to get there. I also need to be able to 

communicate with my office and to have Wi-Fi  

that actually works.

All the lodges above will meet these requirements. 

As will Kwandwe, in the Eastern Cape Province, 

which is conveniently accessible from Cape Town, 

and Mateya Safari Lodge, which is a 75-minute 

flight northwest of Johannesburg. Places such as 

Abu Camp in the Okavango (Botswana) and Singita 

Sasakwa Lodge close to the Serengeti (Tanzania) 

have the technology but are more arduous to reach 

Private Granite Suite at Londolozi, South Africa / © RYAN GRAHAM

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-ebony-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-boulders-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/londolozi-private-game-reserve/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/royal-malewane/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/kwandwe-private-game-reserve/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/mateya-safari-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/abu-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-sasakwa-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-sasakwa-lodge/
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unless you charter your own airplane. Cell phones 

work in very surprising places these days — the 

middle of the Serengeti for instance — but fast Wi-Fi 

continues to be elusive. If you really do need to make 

that conference call, it’s best to stay in South Africa.

I want to see big lion prides. And to see the lions 

hunting, ideally making a kill.

In many parts of Africa, lion are relatively solitary 

creatures, especially the males. Big prides exist 

where the food supply is extremely abundant, so 

the Maasai Mara (Kenya), the Serengeti and the 

Ngorongoro Crater (Tanzania) and the Okavango 

Delta (Botswana) are all places where you might 

expect to encounter a pride of 20 or more. (My 

personal best is 27.) However, the wildlife experi-

ence in Africa bears remarkably little resemblance 

to the one on the National Geographic Channel. The 

cameraman probably took three years to get that 

amazing footage. I have been going to Africa for 30 

years, and I have yet to witness a kill. Not one. So the 

likelihood is that you won’t either.

I want to see leopards as, for me, they’re the most 

beautiful of all the cats. I’ve been on safari twice 

before, and I’ve yet to catch a glimpse of one. 

Leopards aren’t all that rare, but they are extremely 

elusive. Except in certain places. At Londolozi in 

Sabi Sand (South Africa), generations of leopards 

have been habituated by contact with the owners, 

and they are now routinely seen in daylight and 

show little or no fear of people. If you stay for three 

days at Londolozi, you will be extremely unlucky 

not to have several excellent sightings. The same is 

true, to an extent, at the neighboring Singita lodges. 

I want to see big herds in a majestic landscape — 

to take in thousands of animals at a single glance.

The Serengeti and its northern extension in Kenya, 

the Maasai Mara, are where you need to go. There 

are huge numbers of animals in the Selous Game 

Reserve (Tanzania), the Luangwa Valley (Zambia), 

Hwange (Zimbabwe), Chobe (Botswana), the 

Okavango (Botswana) and Kruger (South Africa), but 

only in a specific region of East Africa do you find 

immense, flat, short-grass plains covered with liter-

ally hundreds of thousands of grazing animals. But 

remember, the herds in the Serengeti move around, 

whereas the Mara has a huge resident population 

due to an abundant year-round water supply.

I want to see the wildebeest migration, but I don’t 

want to be surrounded by hundreds of tourists in 

minibuses.

Alas, in that case you will be well advised to avoid 

the Maasai Mara when the herds arrive there in 

August/September. At the principal crossing points 

on the Mara River, it is not unusual for there to be 

50 safari vehicles in attendance. The wildebeest 

concentrate to give birth in the southern Serengeti, 

near Ndutu, in January and February each year, so 

tourists are abundant there as well. The best option 

is probably to have a private tented camp, with 

a private guide, who will know how to escape the 

crowds. Or if a smallish tent sounds unappealing, 

then Sanctuary Kusini camp is my recommended 

place to stay. 

I want to see gorillas and chimpanzees close 

up, to discover my inner Jane Goodall, and to sit 

for hours in the forest with binoculars, trying to 

bridge the 5 million year gap between us.

Mountain gorillas, the largest of the gorilla species, 

are to be found either in Uganda or Rwanda. The 

lodges in both countries are sufficiently comfortable, 

but not luxurious. In Rwanda, I currently recom-

mend Sabyinyo Silverback Lodge. (The excellent  

company Wilderness Safaris will shortly open 

Bisate Lodge in Rwanda, which will almost certainly 

set a new standard.) The gorilla viewing is generally 

agreed to be slightly easier in Uganda, as the terrain 

is less steep and the animals live at a lower altitude. 

The best place to watch chimpanzees is at 

Greystoke Mahale camp on Lake Tanganyika in 

Chimpanzees near Lake Tanganyika, Tanzania

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/sanctuary-kusini/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/sabyinyo-silverback-lodge/
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/bisate-lodge
http://www.nomad-tanzania.com/west/greystoke-mahale
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Tanzania. Greystoke is extremely comfortable and 

the location is extraordinarily beautiful. Getting 

there requires a long flight by light aircraft, but you 

are likely to see 20 or 30 chimps at close quarters.

I want to see birds, lots of them, but especially 

spectacular species like raptors. I’m not a birding 

purist: I don’t care about ticking the last little 

brown one off my life list.

The birdlife is astonishing in most of Africa’s wild-

life reserves. But in Botswana’s Okavango Delta, 

and the Zambezi Valley separating Zambia and 

Zimbabwe, it is utterly extraordinary. The carmine 

bee-eater colonies, built into the banks of the 

Zambezi river, would alone make a trip worthwhile. 

(Ruckomechi Camp in Zimbabwe’s Mana Pools 

National Park is my preferred place to stay.) Of 

course, there is competition elsewhere: The 50,000 

pink flamingoes that live on the soda lake at the 

bottom of the Ngorongoro Crater (Tanzania) also 

make quite a spectacle!

I want to go somewhere still inhabited by African 

tribal people, to witness the ancient balance 

between people and wildlife before it disappears.

The Maasai, in Kenya and Tanzania, are generally 

cited as Africa’s most spectacular tribal people. 

Alas, tourism has altered and commercialized their 

way of life, especially in the vicinity of the Maasai 

Mara Game Reserve. However, their northern 

cousins, the Samburu, who wear similarly dramatic 

scarlet cloaks and elaborate jewelry, are still 

largely authentic and uncorrupted. It is possible to 

go on game walks with the Samburu at numerous 

camps, including my recommended Sirikoi on  

Lewa Wildlife Conservancy (Kenya). 

I don’t want to just sit in a Land Rover; I want to 

walk among the animals, to be a participant, not 

just a spectator. 

Many camps and lodges now offer walking safaris. 

Among the most famous walking guides are John 

Stevens (Zimbabwe), Robin Pope (Zambia) and 

Richard Bonham (Kenya). But there are numerous 

others. I recently spent an unforgettable day with 

Mark Friend, walking up to elephants at Singita 

Pamushana in Zimbabwe’s Malilangwe Wildlife 

Reserve. For me, walking safaris are about the elec-

tric atmosphere of the bush, the occasional frisson 

of fear and the authentic Hemingway experience 

of sleeping in a small tent and feeling the ground 

tremble when the lions roar nearby. But you will 

always see more animals from a vehicle than you will 

on foot. However, at Abu Camp in the Okavango Delta, 

you can walk in the bush with tame elephants, some 

of which were rescued from circuses and are now 

being prepared for release into the wild. The other 

animals find the elephants reassuring and are much 

less apprehensive about their human companions.

I want to take my kids, who are ages 13 and 15.   

And we might be accompanied by their grand-

parents, making it a multigenerational safari.

Most safari lodges require children to be at least 12 

years old. And at some, the minimum age is 16. For 

a first safari, particularly with children, reserve a 

comfortable lodge for four or five days and see how 

everyone gets along. Spend the rest of the vacation 

on the beach in Cape Town or in the Seychelles.

I want to go somewhere otherworldly and utterly 

remote.

The immense and untouched Kalahari Desert 

stretches for 800 miles from the border of South 

Africa to the Zambezi Valley. Jack’s Camp in 

Botswana is situated at the edge of the Kalahari’s 

great Makgadikgadi salt pan. From Jack’s, it is 

possible to make two- or three-night excursions into 

a landscape that seems like that of another planet 

entirely. Alternatively, spend time at two or three of 

my recommended camps in Namibia. From Hoanib 

Skeleton Coast Camp, you can go in search of the 

famous desert adapted lion, and also drive through 

the desert to see the vast sea lion colonies on the 

wild and remote Atlantic coast.

Samburu guide in Kenya / PHOTO BY ANDREW HARPER

http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/camps/ruckomechi-camp
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/sirikoi/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-pamushana-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-pamushana-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/abu-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/jacks-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/hoanib-skeleton-coast-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/hoanib-skeleton-coast-camp/
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The one  
question to  
ask yourself

T oday, arguably the most important ques-

tion that any prospective safari traveler 

can ask is, “Just how comfortable do I want to 

be?” Specifically, “Do I want air-conditioning, 

or do I prefer to lie in bed listening to the lions, 

the hyenas and the grunt of hippo in a nearby 

lagoon?” Although opulent lodges can now 

be found throughout Eastern and Southern 

Africa, the most lavish are still in South Africa. 

Generally, these are surrounded by intensively 

managed reserves, which are either wholly 

or partly fenced. In contrast, the game areas 

of Botswana, Namibia and Zambia tend to be 

vast areas of wilderness that have changed 

relatively little since Europeans first saw them 

150 years ago.

In my view, for a first safari it is sensible 

to opt for a “resort” lodge such as Singita. You 

will certainly not be unhappy, and even if you 

discover that being bounced about in a Land 

Rover or mock-charged by an elephant is not 

your idea of fun, you will still be able to swim, 

lie in the sun and eat delicious food. However, if 

after three or four days you find that you have 

been bitten by the African bug, on a return 

trip you can opt for somewhere a little more 

adventurous.

The ideal location for a second safari is 

the Okavango Delta. Here, the upscale camps 

such as Mombo, Abu Camp and Sanctuary 

Chief’s Camp are extremely comfortable, with 

spacious and attractive accommodations, but 

they feel much closer to nature. Permanent 

structures are not permitted in the Okavango, 

so wood and canvas are the customary 

building materials. Most of the camps are not 

air-conditioned, and communication with the 

outside world is usually difficult or impos-

sible. The compensation is the excitement of 

being somewhere truly wild, where vast herds 

still roam over great distances unimpeded 

by fences and oblivious to the modern world. 

Here, you will be surrounded by a primeval 

Africa that has scarcely changed in the past 

20,000 years.

when to GO

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

SOUTH AFRICA, ZIMBABWE AND ZAMBIA

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

KENYA, TANZANIA AND RWANDA

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

BOTSWANA AND NAMIBIA

Boma sleepout at Abu Camp, Botswana / WILDERNESS SAFARIS © MICKEY HOYLE
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lions
Although Africa’s lion population is estimated to have declined 
from 100,000 to 20,000 in the past two decades, the continent’s 
top predators are still present in most major game areas. Lion are 
frequently encountered in large prides and spend most of the day 
asleep in the shade of trees, making no effort to conceal them-
selves or to run away. Nowadays, most upscale lodges and camps 
make use of radios, so once a pride has been located, the guide 
will notify his colleagues. This means that in places such as South 
Africa’s Sabi Sand Reserve, finding a lion is virtually guaranteed. 
Seeing lions hunt or kill is extremely unusual, however, and some 
people, accustomed to TV wildlife specials that took years to film, 
go home bitterly disappointed. The most spectacular of Africa’s 
lions are the black-maned males in Tanzania’s Serengeti National 
Park. The Serengeti also has huge prides, up to 25 strong, where-
as in more arid areas, lions tend to form much smaller groups or 
to live solitary existences.

where to SEE WILDLIFE

“ The vast Okavango Delta is 
arguably the greatest wildlife 

area on the continent, and certain 
regions have an unusually large 
number of big cats.” — Andrew Harper

In general, the big game species are spread 

throughout the wildlife areas of East and 

Southern Africa. Nonetheless, it is important to 

consider your priorities. For example, leopard 

may be widespread, but they can be seen 

reliably, in daylight, in only a small number of 

specific locations. Most game parks contain 

elephant, but really large elephant herds exist 

in fewer and fewer places. And landscape is 

also an important consideration: The bushveld 

of northern South Africa provides astonishing 

game viewing, but it is tangled and dense and 

bears little resemblance to the majestic open 

plains of Kenya and Tanzania. Here is an over-

view of the animals you may see on safari and 

the areas in which to best view them.
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leopards
Arguably the most beautiful and alluring of all the cats — and my 
own personal favorite — leopards are often very elusive. Largely 
nocturnal, they are shy and hide in thick vegetation during the 
day. In a few places, however, leopards have become habituated 
to humans and are routinely seen in daylight. This is especially the 
case in Sabi Sand, where both Londolozi and Singita are famous 
for their frequent sightings. In Zambia’s South Luangwa National 
Park, night drives are permitted, and it is possible to find leopards 
with a spotlight. (Sanctuary Puku Ridge Camp is the Harper-
recommended property nearby.) However, my own best leopard 
sightings have been at Mombo, where one morning I saw five 
individuals, including a female, killing an impala in broad daylight 
on the camp’s airstrip!

cheetahs
Perhaps fewer than 10,000 cheetahs remain in the wild, with the 
largest single population (3,500) being in Namibia. There, visitors 
to Etosha National Park have a good chance of a sighting, though 
cheetahs tend to be elusive if there are lions in the vicinity. (The 
Harper-recommended property close to Etosha is Little Ongava 
camp.) However, nothing quite compares with finding cheetahs on 
the immense grass plains of East Africa, in Kenya’s Maasai Mara 
reserve or Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park.

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/londolozi-private-game-reserve/
http://singita.com/region/singita-sabi-sand/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/sanctuary-puku-ridge-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/mombo-little-mombo-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/ongava-lodge-and-little-ongava/
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elephants
Despite a recent increase in ivory poaching, elephants are 
still present in most major African game areas. The greatest 
concentrations are found in Botswana’s Chobe National Park, 
where about 50,000 elephants congregate on the banks of the 
Chobe River during the May-October dry season. During the 
rainy months, the elephant spread out, with some large herds 
migrating for hundreds of miles. An unusually dense elephant 
population can also be found in Addo National Park in the 
Western Cape province of South Africa. (There, Gorah Elephant 
Camp is a Harper-recommended property.)

where to SEE WILDLIFE

rhino
Adult rhinos have no natural predator other than mankind, 
but we have decimated the population, hunting them for 
their horn, encroaching on their land and reducing their 
habitat. While five species of rhino exist around the world, 
only two are found in Africa: the southern white rhino and 
the endangered black rhino. Since 1960, the black rhino 
population has declined by 97.6% to just over 5,000. The 
white rhino, however, has fared much better, increasing in 
number from 50 at the beginning of the 20th century to 
20,000 now due to conservation efforts. Still, poaching has 
never ceased, and countries with strong poaching laws have 
to use military tactics to protect the species. I recommend 
numerous lodges and camps operated by the outstanding 
company Wilderness Safaris. The Wilderness Wildlife Trust, 
its associated conservation organization, has purchased a 
number of rhino and has been successful in reestablishing 
their numbers throughout Botswana. A particularly 
good place to see rhino, both black and white, is Singita 
Pamushana Lodge in Zimbabwe, which is where they have 
been taking them from to release them in Botswana.

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/gorah-elephant-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/gorah-elephant-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-pamushana-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-pamushana-lodge/
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birds
The Okavango Delta is home to nearly 450 recorded bird 
species. Another birder’s paradise is the Lower Zambezi  
Valley — the river forms the boundary between Zambia and 
Zimbabwe — where the profusion of large and colorful species 
must be seen to be believed. There are few more spectacular 
sights in nature than a flock of crimson carmine bee-eaters, 
several thousand strong, congregating above their nest site  
on the sandy banks of the Zambezi.

gorillas
Those who have seen Gorillas in the Mist and have the means 
to travel to Africa are naturally lured to the remote highlands 
of Rwanda and Uganda to see these great mammals in 
their natural habitat. Fewer than 790 mountain gorillas exist 
today, threatened as they are by encroaching civilization, 
deforestation, poaching and disease. Of those, about 375 
reside in Volcanoes National Park, on the Rwandan side of the 
Virunga Mountains, and 330 make their home in the Bwindi 
Impenetrable Forest, in neighboring Uganda. In both countries 
it is possible to witness these magnificent creatures in close 
quarters, resting, playing and socializing in the rain forests 
without a care as they are observed by humans, sometimes 
as close as 20 feet away. The Sabyinyo Silverback Lodge, 
in Rwanda, is a comfortable base camp for taking in this 
exhilarating experience, as are Cloud Mountain Gorilla Lodge 
and Sanctuary Gorilla Forest Camp, both in Uganda.

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/sabyinyo-silverback-lodge/
http://www.wildplacesafrica.com/our-lodges-camps/clouds/
http://www.sanctuaryretreats.com/uganda-camps-gorilla-forest


what to PACK
“ On safari, everyone remembers to take a 

camera — although many people neglect 

the mandatory 400mm lens — but forget 

that the truly essential piece of equipment is 

a pair of good binoculars. Friends who own 

safari camps have traditionally sworn by Leica 

products. However, if money is no object, I 

suggest you opt for Swarovski’s EL 8.5×42. Also 

remember to bring your own bird-identification 

books and field guides; the lodges never have 

enough copies.” — Andrew Harper  
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Swarovski  
EL 8.5x42  
binoculars

Canon EF 400mm  
Telephoto Lens

Tumi soft luggage for the 
weight and size restrictions  
of light aircraft

Ray-Ban Outdoorsman Craft 
polarized sunglasses

Safari clothing in 
light colors and 
breathable fabric, 
like this Orvis 
Bush Shirt

Filson  
computer 
bag and 
multi- 
purpose 
carry-on 
piece

The obligatory  
field guide  

if you plan to 
bird watch

Find more items at AndrewHarper.com

http://www.tumi.com/?&utm_medium=Affiliate&utm_source=PepperJam&utm_campaign=Generic&utm_content=Generic&utm_term=Generic&cid=AM-PepperJam-Generic-Generic&affiliateCustomUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tumi.com%2Fp%2Fsan-remo-soft-duffel-033149EG
https://www.amazon.com/Orvis-Shirt-Regular-Light-Khaki/dp/B00EUGC7BU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1458596405&sr=8-1&keywords=orvis%2Bbush%2Bshirt&tag=rewardstyle-20&ascsubtag=3tfOkjHr9m-n-bk22z93s6e--1611896341&th=1
http://www.filson.com/luggage-bags/padded-computer-bag.html#35
https://www.amazon.com/Canon-400mm-Super-Telephoto-Cameras/dp/B00009USW3?tag=rewardstyle-20&ascsubtag=YnYPjlyqTL-n-vxpfw3s6e--1611896341
https://www.amazon.com/Swarovski-Optik-Swarovision-Binoculars-8-5x42mm/dp/B002UQ0CUK?tag=rewardstyle-20&ascsubtag=yIQhtZ30VN-n-bce6h63s6e--1611896341
http://www.ray-ban.com/usa/sunglasses/RB3422Q%20MALE%20007-outdoorsman%20craft-gold/805289368977?category_Id=25792&cid=CJ01_2975314_rewardStyle_4441350
https://www.andrewharper.com/harper-way-travel-blog/read/mr-harpers-safari-packing-list/
https://www.amazon.com/Birds-Southern-Africa-Fourth-Princeton/dp/069115225X/ref=sr_1_6?s=fiona-hardware&ie=UTF8&qid=1458597568&sr=8-6&keywords=africa+bird+watching&tag=rewardstyle-20&ascsubtag=RxR2GaAkNO-n-bk24ar3s6e--1611896341
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who to CONTACT

IF YOU intend to visit a single safari lodge that is 

relatively close to a major city — Singita 

Ebony, for example, which is an hour’s flight from Johannesburg 

— the travel logistics are relatively simple. But an extended 

safari will involve complex transfer arrangements, from sched-

uled flights to light aircraft, and from lodge to lodge, on poor 

roads in wild country. In these circumstances, you will need 

on-the-ground assistance at all stages of your trip. Things can 

and sometimes do go wrong.

The Andrew Harper Travel Office has reliable partners 

throughout East and Southern Africa who will do their best to 

ensure a seamless itinerary and who will be on call 24/7 to miti-

gate the inconvenience of any unforeseen mishap. I strongly 

urge you to think of a safari as an integrated journey, which 

should be orchestrated by professionals familiar with the reali-

ties of travel in Africa. 

Contact the Travel Office at (800) 375-4685.

PLANNING A SAFARI

suggested
itineraries
    »

Airstrip in the Grumeti Reserves, Tanzania / PHOTO BY ANDREW HARPER

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-ebony-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-ebony-lodge/
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itinerary SOUTH AFRICA & BOTSWANA

MR. HARPER planned a recent trip to South Africa and 

Botswana to include a number of new or 

recently upgraded safari properties. If you choose to follow in his footsteps, you will 

experience astonishing scenic variety, from dry bushveld to the tangled lagoons of 

the Okavango Delta and the overpowering immensity of the Kalahari Desert. All the 

lodges and camps offer a high degree of comfort (although some are more luxurious 

than others), delicious food and hospitable staff. You will also experience some of 

the most prolific and pristine wildlife areas of Africa. Although not guaranteed, it is 

highly likely that you will also see the so-called Big Five game animals: lion, leopard, 

elephant, rhino and buffalo.

A wildlife safari 
featuring the 
Okavango Delta

n This itinerary follows in the footsteps of 
Mr. Harper’s travels

n Stay in intimate boutique-style camps 
and lodges, available only to small 
groups or individual guests

n Experience three phenomenal game 
areas: the Okavango Delta, Moremi 
Game Reserve and the Kalahari Desert

n See the Big Five game animals: lion, 
leopard, elephant, rhino and buffalo

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS TRIP OVERVIEW
1 JOHANNESBURG 
Arrive in Johannesburg before embarking 
on your safari adventure

2 MADIKWE RESERVE 
Head to your first game reserve and enjoy 
a majestic stay at Mateya Safari Lodge

3 SELINDA RESERVE 
Experience prolific wildlife at Selinda  
Reserve, including elephants and giraffes

4 OKAVANGO DELTA 
Explore what is arguably the greatest 
wildlife area in the world

5 KALAHARI GAME RESERVE
Experience the awe-inspiring silence 
and immensity of the 20,400-square-mile 
reserve

RETURN TO JOHANNESBURG 
Unwind for a day or so and ease back into 
civilization.

Please contact our travel office to 

customize this itinerary to fit your needs.

Contact the Travel Office at  
(800) 375-4685 for more information.
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DAY 1 JOHANNESBURG

Johannesburg is the commercial and cultural capital of 

South Africa, and for its devotees, a fascinating and dynamic 

place, despite its notorious problem with violent crime. After 

arriving at the airport, head northwest to The Saxon, an excep-

tional boutique hotel in the tranquil suburb of Sandhurst.

The Saxon is an idyllic enclave with luxuriant gardens, 

imaginative interior design, delicious food and obliging staff. 

There are few more delightful places in which to recuperate 

from the rigors of a long trans-Atlantic flight.

Mateya Safari Lodge A 94
Madikwe Game Reserve, South Africa

Exclusive, strikingly designed enclave offering majestic views 

from a rocky outcrop in the malaria-free Madikwe Game 

Reserve, an hour by light aircraft northwest of Johannesburg.

The Saxon A 96
Johannesburg, South Africa

Formerly a private mansion, this was where 

Nelson Mandela wrote his autobiography. Now a 

gracious boutique property centered on a stun-

ning lobby framed by two sweeping staircases. 

DAY 2-4 MADIKWE RESERVE

It is an easy one-hour flight from Johannesburg to the 

airstrip at Madikwe Game Reserve, close to the Botswana 

border. Madikwe was reclaimed from unprofitable farmland, 

and since 1991 it has seen the biggest program of wildlife trans-

location in history, “Operation Phoenix,” with the reintroduc-

tion of more than 8,000 animals belonging to 28 species. It 

now is the fifth-largest reserve in South Africa, and it hosts 

numerous lodges, of which Mateya Safari Lodge is by far the 

most opulent. Mateya is so comfortable that it provides a gentle 

and gradual introduction to the African wild. 

Three nights is the ideal length for a stay at Mateya, 

providing enough time to unwind and acclimatize, to enjoy  

the exceptional cuisine, explore the fine library and visit the 

small spa. 
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https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/mateya-safari-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/saxon-boutique-hotel-villas-spa/
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DAY 5-7 SELINDA RESERVE

The wildlife at Selinda is prolific, and on any game drive, 

you will see numerous large species such as elephant and 

giraffe. The local lions, leopards and wild dogs are free to roam 

and generally have to be tracked by your safari guide, who is 

skilled at recognizing recent prints in the dust and following 

them, for miles if need be. More adventurous travelers can walk 

in the bush accompanied by a guide with a rifle, or canoe down 

the Selinda Spillway, a stretch of tranquil water that connects 

the Zibadianja Lagoon to the Okavango Delta. 

A three-night stay at Zarafa Camp lets travelers become 

attuned to the wildness and remoteness of the region.

DAY 8-10 OKAVANGO DELTA

The Okavango is arguably the greatest wildlife area in the 

world. About 150 miles long by 100 miles wide, it teems with 

both animal and birdlife. At its heart is Chief’s Island and the 

Moremi Game Reserve, home to large lion and leopard popula-

tions, as well as a full range of herbivore species. The annual 

flood reaches its height from May to July, attracting still more 

animals from the arid surrounding regions. (Paradoxically, this 

is the dry season; the floodwater originates in the highlands of 

Angola, 750 miles to the northwest.) Although there are distinct 

wet and dry seasons, it is possible to visit the Okavango year-

round. During the flood, much of the game-viewing is by makoro 

(dugout canoe), and sometimes it is possible to come quite close 

to grazing elephants, or to watch from a safe distance as the 

herds surge through the water from island to island.

Just southwest of Chief’s Island lies Abu Camp. To walk 

with, or ride on, the camp’s herd of trained African elephants 

is an extraordinary and unforgettable experience. Abu Camp 

provides a full range of wildlife-viewing opportunities, so it is 

unnecessary to move elsewhere. However, some travelers will 

wish to spend a few additional days on Chief’s Island, perhaps 

at Mombo Camp, where the lion and leopard sightings are 

unequaled.

itinerary SOUTH AFRICA & BOTSWANA

Zarafa Camp A 98
Selinda Reserve, Botswana

Classically styled safari camp in the 320,000-

acre Selinda Reserve, overlooking picturesque 

Zibadianja Lagoon. 

Abu Camp A 96
Okavanga Delta, Botswana

Distinctive camp known as the preeminent 

place to ride African elephants, set on a 

450,000- acre private concession in the heart 

of the Okavango Delta. 
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DAY 11-13 KALAHARI GAME RESERVE

From Abu Camp, via Maun, it is a 90-minute flight to Jack’s 

Camp, located at the edge of the Makgadikgadi salt pans in 

the northern Kalahari Desert. The Kalahari is not a desert of 

sand dunes like the Sahara, but a vast expanse of arid land that 

the annual rains briefly transform into a grassy savanna. At 

its heart lies the 20,400-square-mile Central Kalahari Game 

Reserve, second largest in the world. For much of the year wild-

life is thinly scattered, but during the rains from January to 

March, large herds of zebras and wildebeests arrive, accompa-

nied by predators, to feast on the new grasses.

The main reason to travel to the Kalahari, however, is to 

experience its awe-inspiring silence and immensity. Here 

you will find an untouched wilderness, 800 miles across, still 

popu lated by the San bushmen hunter-gatherers, the original 

human inhabitants of Southern Africa. From Jack’s Camp, trav-

elers have the opportunity to walk with the bushmen across the 

bleached grasslands beneath a cloudless sky. 

At night, the sky above the Makgadikgadi pans is ablaze 

with stars. The four largest moons of Jupiter are usually visible 

with the naked eye, and the Magellanic Clouds, neighboring 

galaxies invisible from much of the Northern Hemisphere, 

appear almost close enough to touch.

Jack’s Camp and the Kalahari are suited to slightly more 

adventurous travelers and are best visited toward the end of 

a safari, when you have completed your wildlife checklist and 

are ready for a different experience. The contrast with the 

watery world of the Okavango Delta is astonishing, and the fact 

that two such utterly different places should be little more than 

100 miles apart is sometimes hard to comprehend.

DAY 14-15 JOHANNESBURG

Rather than going straight from the middle of the Kalahari 

to the departure lounge at Johannesburg’s airport, unwind 

for a day or so and ease back into civilization. Take this brief 

interlude to recall the trip and return to the demands of 

everyday life. The Saxon is an ideal place to reconnect with 

reality — except perhaps in the middle of winter (June and 

July), when Johannesburg, at an altitude of 5,700 feet, can be 

a little chilly.

TRAVEL NOTES

T ravel in Southern Africa can be tiring, not least because of the 

heat at certain times of year. The principal safari areas are best 

visited during the cool, dry season from April to August (though, 

of course, this period straddles the winter in Cape Town, more 

than 1,000 miles to the south). Obviously, the levels of comfort 

and convenience (and expense) will greatly increase if you opt for 

private charters when transferring between lodges. Most flights in 

Botswana are aboard roomy Cessna Caravans (typically configured 

for 12 people), but sometimes couples and small groups will find 

themselves squeezed into a cramped five-passenger Cessna 206 

or a Beechcraft Baron, unless a larger plane has been specifically 

requested in advance.

Although you may wish to consult your physician prior to  

departure, the areas of Southern Africa on this itinerary are 

generally healthy places in which to travel, and providing that you 

take all sensible precautions  — such as drinking only the water 

specifically provided — you will be extremely unfortunate to fall sick. 

Malaria is present in the Okavango Delta, chiefly on its periphery 

near human settlements, but it is not a chronic problem as in some 

other African wildlife areas.

Jack’s Camp A 96
Kalahari Desert, Botswana

Unique, extremely well-run camp at the edge 

of the Kalahari’s Makgadikgadi salt pans, an 

hour by air southeast of Maun. 
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itinerary TANZANIA

THIS Tanzanian safari adventure allows travelers to encounter wildlife in 

Tarangire National Park, Ngorongoro Crater and Serengeti National 

Park, while staying at luxurious Harper-recommended private tented camps. From 

January to March, the wildebeest migration congregates on the short grass plains of 

the southern Serengeti. It usually passes through the Grumeti region of the western 

Serengeti in mid-June, reaching the Mara River in August. Expect to see every 

imaginable predator, from lions and cheetahs to opportunistic hyenas and vultures, 

all waiting their turn to feed on the more than 2 million migrating herbivores.

The Big Five 
and the 
Ngorongoro  
Crater

n Visit Tanzania’s best parks and reserves, 
including Lake Manyara and the iconic 
Serengeti plains

n Go on safari for a chance to see  
the Big Five 

n Experience the stunning UNESCO 
World Heritage site of Ngorongoro 
Crater 

n Stay in classic and ideally situated safari 
lodges with outstanding views

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS TRIP OVERVIEW

1 ARUSHA
Rest and relaxation at Arusha

2 TARANGIRE NATIONAL PARK 
Enjoy game drives in search of wildlife

3 NGORONGORO CRATER 
See the Big Five at Ngorongoro Crater

4 SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK 
Explore the Serengeti plains

5 ZANZIBAR 
White-sand beaches and turquoise water

RETURN TO ARUSHA 
Depart Tanzania for home
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Please contact our travel office to 

customize this itinerary to fit your needs.

Contact the Travel Office at  
(800) 375-4685 for more information.
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DAY 1 ARUSHA

Arrive at Kilimanjaro International Airport in Arusha after an 

overnight flight and transfer to Arusha Coffee Lodge. Situated 

on a working coffee plantation, its raised, private chalets with 

log fireplaces and large balconies overlook Mount Meru and 

the grounds. 

DAY 2-3 TARANGIRE NATIONAL PARK

Travel to Tarangire National Park, where you will spend the 

next two days at Sanctuary Swala, with tents on raised decks 

under a canopy of acacia trees. Spend the afternoon and the 

next day on game drives in search of eland, oryx, wildebeests, 

zebras and a large elephant population. The Tarangire River 

runs through the landscape, providing thirsty animals with a 

year-round supply of water. Birdwatching is exceptional in the 

park’s diverse habitats, so look for bateleur and martial eagles. 

You may also visit a beekeeping project that lets villagers 

sustain themselves by collecting and selling honey.

Sanctuary Swala A 93
Tarangire National Park, Tanzania

Secluded camp in Tarangire National Park south 

of the Serengeti, with tree-shaded, open-plan tents, 

each with an attendant.
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DAY 4-5 NGORONGORO CRATER

Set eyes on the Big Five on safari in the atmospheric Ngorongoro Crater, a 2,000-foot-deep volcanic caldera  

that is a UNESCO World Heritage site.

itinerary TANZANIA

Ngorongoro Crater Lodge A 93
Tarangire National Park, Tanzania

Luxurious and imaginatively designed safari lodge 

perched in a cloud forest on the panoramic 7,000-foot 

rim of the Ngorongoro Crater.

DAY 4

Take a scenic drive to quaint Gibb’s Farm, where you stop for a 

fresh lunch. Built in the early 20th century, the old colonial farm-

house has the comfortable atmosphere of a private home. After 

lunch, make time to wander around the flower-filled grounds 

or enjoy the aroma of coffee, which Gibb’s grows and roasts on 

the premises. Continue to your intimate safari lodge in the 

Ngorongoro highlands. The luxurious and imaginatively designed 

&Beyond Ngorongoro Crater Lodge is perched in a cloud forest  

on the panoramic 7,000-foot rim of the Ngorongoro Crater.

DAY 5

Drive down into Ngorongoro Crater, a huge natural amphithe-

ater created from the collapse of an ancient volcano. Located 

at the eastern edge of the Great Rift Valley, it is where Maasai 

herdsman still usher cattle to pastures. A stunning prolifer-

ation of animals inhabits the compact 100-square-mile area, 

making it possible to set eyes on the Big Five during a single 

game drive. This afternoon, visit with an elder at a Maasai 

village to learn about the traditional ways of these nomadic 

people who have coexisted with wildlife for centuries.
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DAY 6-7 SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK

Board a flight to Serengeti National Park, the largest and 

most fabled in Tanzania. The Serengeti ecosystem is one of 

the oldest on earth, where climate, vegetation and fauna have 

barely changed in the past million years. As the southern part 

of a vast expanse of plains shared with Kenya, this area has one 

of the largest concentrations of wildlife in the world. Look for 

antelope, giraffes and buffalo that graze the plains, and watch 

for the predators — lions, hyenas, leopards and cheetahs — 

that stalk them. Each year the Serengeti is the scene of the 

spectacular Great Migration of wildebeests and zebras.

Set out on morning and afternoon game drives in the 

protected Serengeti refuge, where flowing rivers support a 

variety of birds, mammals and reptiles. In addition to the “Big 

Five” (lion, elephant, buffalo, leopard and rhino), you may also 

see the lesser-known “Little Five” — ant lion, rhino beetle, 

leopard tortoise, buffalo weaver and elephant shrew — peeking 

out from behind stones or almost hidden amid acacia branches.

Singita Mara River Tented Camp A 92
Serengeti National Park, Tanzania

Intimate camp overlooking a huge U-shaped bend of the 

Mara River and providing a front-row seat from which 

to observe the annual wildebeest crossings.

Singita Sasakwa Lodge A 99
Grumeti Reserves, Tanzania

Unrivaled luxury safari lodge in a 350,000-acre private 

concession, set on a hilltop overlooking the Serengeti 

plains and offering one of the grandest views in Africa.

Singita Faru Faru Lodge A 95
Grumeti Reserves, near Serengeti National Park, Tanzania

Luxury wilderness camp set in a wooded ravine over-

looking the Grumeti River (famously home to some of 

the world’s largest crocodiles) within a 350,000-acre 

private concession bordering Serengeti National Park.
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https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-mara-river-tented-camp/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-sasakwa-lodge/
https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/singita-faru-faru-lodge/
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DAY 8-10 ZANZIBAR

Fly to Arusha and connect to your flight to the 

exotic island of Zanzibar. Its capital, Stone 

Town, is extremely well-preserved and is a 

UNESCO World Heritage site. The east coast 

is deservedly famous for its perfect, powdery 

white-sand beaches and limpid turquoise 

water. Spend these days exploring Zanzibar, 

snorkeling, windsurfing, kayaking, scuba 

diving or just relaxing on the glorious beach.

DAY 11 ARUSHA

Return to the airport on the mainland and 

connect to your departing flight.

itinerary TANZANIA

Mnemba Island Lodge A 95
Zanzibar, Tanzania

Romantic private island retreat in the Indian Ocean about three miles off the northeastern tip of Zanzibar. 
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A  The number that follows this symbol indicates Andrew Harper’s rating of a hotel on a scale of 50-100. 

To merit inclusion in The Andrew Harper Collection, a property must achieve a minimum score of 90.

https://www.andrewharper.com/hotels/beyond-mnemba-island/


MORE SAFARI AT ANDREWHARPER.COM

EXPERT PHOTO GUIDES

How to Get the Best Wildlife Photos on Safari

Mastering the Fundamentals of Wildlife Photography

Let Your Safari Photos Tell the Story That Stirs You

PHOTO BY AMANDA RITCHIE/LONDOLOZI COURTESY OF TSWALU KALAHARI/© DOOK PHOTO

LODGES AND CAMPS

Luxury African Safari Camps Raised on Stilts

Over 40 Recommended Safari Lodges and Camps

Nine Safari Itineraries

Join Andrew Harper today and get immediate  

access to the world’s most discriminating and  

independently curated travel intelligence:  

1,000+ hotel reviews, itineraries, destination  

profiles and booking services.

Call (866) 831-4314 or  
visit AndrewHarper.com/join

ANDREWHARPER.COM
https://www.andrewharper.com/harper-way-travel-blog/read/best-wildlife-photos-on-safari/
https://www.andrewharper.com/articles/view/how-to-master-the-art-of-photography-on-safari/
https://www.andrewharper.com/articles/view/safari-photos-story-that-stirs-you/
https://www.andrewharper.com/articles/view/luxury-african-safari-camps-raised-on-stilts/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/
https://www.andrewharper.com/search/results/?cf=itineraries&q=africa%20itinerary
AndrewHarper.com/join


South Africa
Royal Malewane (98)

Singita Boulders Lodge (98)

Singita Ebony Lodge (98)

Londolozi Private Game Reserve (96)

Singita Lebombo Lodge (96)

Kwandwe Private Game Reserve (95)

Tswalu Kalahari (94)

Mateya Safari Lodge (94)

Gorah Elephant Camp (92)

Zulu Camp at Shambala Private Game Reserve (92)

Botswana 
Mombo Camp & Little Mombo Camp (98)

Zarafa Camp (98)

Jack’s Camp (96)

Abu Camp (96)

Sanctuary Chief’s Camp (95)

Jao Camp (94)

Kings Pool Camp (94)

Xigera Camp (92)

Namibia
Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp (96)

Wolwedans Dunes Lodge (94)

Ongava Lodge and Little Ongava (94)

Little Kulala (93)

Damaraland Camp (93)

Wolwedans Boulders Safari Camp (93)

Serra Cafema (90)

Zimbabwe
Singita Pamushana Lodge (96)

Zambia
Shumba Camp (94)

Sanctuary Sussi & Chuma (92)

Sanctuary Puku Ridge Camp (91)

Tanzania
Singita Sasakwa Lodge (99)

Singita Sabora Tented Camp (96)

Singita Faru Faru Lodge (95)

Sanctuary Kusini (94)

&Beyond Ngorongoro Crater Lodge (93)

Sanctuary Swala (93)

Singita Mara River Tented Camp (92)

Kenya
Mara Plains Camp (96)

Sasaab (96)

The Sanctuary at Ol Lentille (95)

Sirikoi (94)

Sanctuary Olonana (94)

Elsa’s Kopje (92)

Rwanda
Sabyinyo Silverback Lodge (90)

RECOMMENDED SAFARI CAMPS AND LODGES

Let’s Start Planning! 

SOUTH AFRICA

NAMIBIA
BOTSWANA

ZIMBABWE

ZAMBIA

KENYA

TANZANIA
RWANDA

Singita Ebony, South Africa / COURTESY OF SINGITAWolwedans Boulders Safari Camp, Namibia / © DAVID ROGERS

For personalized service, 
call (866) 831-4341.

https://www.andrewharper.com/info/booking/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/southern-africa/south-africa/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/southern-africa/botswana/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/southern-africa/namibia/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/southern-africa/zimbabwe/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/southern-africa/zambia/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/east-africa/tanzania/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/east-africa/kenya/
https://www.andrewharper.com/destinations/africa/east-africa/rwanda/
https://www.andrewharper.com/info/booking/

