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Hello, welcome to Surviving and Thriving During the Global Pandemic. We’re 

nearing the end of 2020. And hopefully, with the news about vaccines and things, 

we’re getting to a point where, even though the pandemic itself seems like it’s 

reaching fever pitch, there does seem to be, at least on the scientific front, a light at 

the end of the tunnel.

With that, I want to introduce Bob Williams, with a very interesting new perspective. 

There’s an acronym that goes with this, but many of the scientific fronts, as we look 

forward into the future, we’re expecting science to play an important role in, not 

only containing the virus itself, but also opening up the economy. My personal view 

is that there is no going back, which we hear a lot, and there’s not a defined future. I 

think that, on the scientific front, we’re going to find a whole new future, and that will 

define what the economy looks like moving forward.

So, in these interviews, we talk a lot about macroeconomics, but today, with Bob, 

and a new project called Future Wealth. We’re talking about how science can help 

develop the economy as we move out of all these lockdown periods that have literally 

shut down small businesses and caused, not only harm to individual families, but 

have just skyrocketed the federal debt, which is a common theme that we look at too. 

So, we’re looking to you, Bob. First of all, I want to say welcome, Bob Williams.

Thanks for having me, Addison. It’s an honor.

Yeah. We’re looking to you today to explain some of these interesting new technology 

trends that can help us get through. The next couple years, I believe, are going to be 

very challenging for, not just the US economy, but 

the global economy. So, I’ll just kick you off. Why 

don’t we start by describing Future Wealth, your 

project that you’re working on right now.

Absolutely. It’s worth noting that your world view that you just described, that there’s 

kind of no going back from what we’re presently going through. I couldn’t agree 

more, and that’s kind of baked into the whole launch of Future Wealth, which did 

occur, I think, the official date was April 11th or so. I mean, so you think about where 

we were at that point in the COVID cycle. And we kind of saw this coming, that not 

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Why The Future Is A Good Place To Be

“It's worth noting that your world 
view that you just described, that 
there's kind of no going back from 
what we're presently going through.”
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only... It was going to accelerate our thesis that technology was going to come to the 

forefront, and so we got in front of it with this project we call Future Wealth.

Now, as a futurist, of course, I leverage the power of futurism. So, let me define that 

for your audience. At least according to me, futurism, I define it as the science of 

predicting breakthrough technologies. Now, it’s really important to emphasize the 

word, “breakthrough,” here because if you can identify legitimate breakthrough 

technologies, and being absolutely certain of the breakthrough status, history proves 

that companies operating within those underlying industries perform really well.

Examples are everywhere. The easiest, low-hanging fruit here is the internet. Was 

that a legitimate breakthrough? I mean, of course, it was. So, how did internet 

companies fare? Ever heard of Microsoft, Cisco or, I don’t know, Oracle? I think 

they did pretty well. Were smartphones a legitimate breakthrough technology? It’s 

not debatable. Of course, they were. So, you have the rise of companies like Apple 

and Nvidia. Is immunotherapy a breakthrough? Ask any cancer survivor who’s 

benefited from immunotherapy treatment. Yes, of course, it is. You have the rise of 

companies like Lumion and, say, Insight Corporation. In the modern day, telehealth 

pushed to the forefront by COVID, as an example of technology just now gaining 

breakthrough status. It’s a full-fledged, legitimate breakthrough that I’ve been on 

since the beginning. And Teladoc Health shareholders are being rewarded quite well 

as that stock, which is kind of a benchmark right now for the telehealth industry, is 

nearing $200. And we’re also seeing EVs, electric vehicles, joining the breakthrough 

club. And look at the performance lately of Tesla. This is where it’s at. Now, of course, 

the problem is there’s fool’s gold out there. It’s unfortunately not that easy. You 

remember the Segway, right, Addison?

Yeah. Like any new technology, there’s two things that happened. One, there’s an 

immense amount of fraud. So, in Future Wealth, you would be looking for ways 

to root out the bad technology. But the other thing that happens is that some 

companies get bid up just on bubble mentality, the idea that either a sector is rising 

and then all boats rise, and that doesn’t mean all boats are good, or just a euphoria.

I think we’re going to see a massive euphoria if the vaccines from Pfizer or Moderna 

or even something like Gilead, if they start having some traction and seeming like 

they’re going to make people feel better about the pandemic, then you’re going to 

see a kind of euphoric push into tech stocks. That doesn’t mean that all tech stocks 

Addison:
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that rise in that euphoria... We’ve done years and years of study on bubble stocks. 

I think you’re going to see a lot of bubble stocks. So, it’s important to keep track of 

the companies that are developing good technology but also have sound financial 

foundations as well.

I had no idea, when we started this interview, how our worldviews are radically 

congruent.

Aligned? Well, let me ask you a question. You just rattled off some of the technologies 

that will play a role in opening the economy back, or developing a new economy,  

is probably a better way of saying it. Do you see a common thread among them 

or a secret hook that you look for when you’re looking for the companies that are 

performing, technologies that will help, and discerning those from companies that 

might just be riding the wave?

Absolutely, 100%. I mean, since there are over-hyped technologies and technology 

simply rising on chatter. And look, there’s money to be made there. We both know 

that. But that’s really not what we’re after. So, we need a system. So, if I may, I’d 

like to introduce your viewers to an important term in my world. It’s something I 

call the mesh point. Most of our viewers today probably haven’t heard of the mesh 

point. So, let me define it for you. The 

mesh point is number one the perfect 

coalescing of a visionary idea, number 

two, unlimited access to capital; and 

number three, mass market potential.

Now, preferably, I’d like to see a product or service have the ability to reach a billion 

people. Now, why is this important? That’s because that’s where abnormally high 

stock returns have a tendency to deliver. That’s where we want to be invested: 

in companies that arrive at their mesh point. That makes sure we’re in the right 

stocks at the right time. They’re not just over-hyped. They’ve got those three critical 

essential components.

And I can certainly go through a little bit more detail. Visionary idea, unlimited 

access to capital and mass market potential, that is the mesh point. That weeds out 

the imposters.

Yeah. I’m just wondering, just to be clear for people watching and paying attention, 

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

“The mesh point is number one the 
perfect coalescing of a visionary 

idea, number two, unlimited access 
to capital; and number three, mass 

market potential.”
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what do you mean by “mesh” exactly, that those three things all come together in 

one stock? If you’re running one of those companies and you have a good scientific 

breakthrough and you have good financials and the market is there, you probably 

want to see that mesh point too. Is that how you’re describing it?

Absolutely. That first part of it, the visionary idea would come first. If it truly is 

visionary, that technology would attract investors, typically from the VC world, 

private equity. And then once that happens and the product is refined, that’s when 

you would be looking to scale that product. So, yeah, I guess it happens in order, but 

when that last component is in place, that’s our cue to invest.

Okay. Are there trigger points that you look for that indicate the mesh point has been 

reached?

Yeah.

I’m looking for the methodology of Future Wealth. What is the point where you start 

getting excited about something that you’re researching?

Yeah. At any point in time, first of all, we’re looking for that visionary idea. We say 

things like, “That’s where the story starts.” It’s kind of like the seed from which all 

else sprouts, I guess you could say. Without a visionary idea, and I really mean one 

capable of shifting society and challenging norms, the other two aspects of the mesh 

point, unlimited access to capital and mass market potential, become irrelevant. So, 

we start there. That has to be the starting point.

I mean, what constitutes a visionary idea could probably fill an entire book, but I 

do have a common thread that unifies every kind of visionary idea. In my opinion, 

it’s something that creates brand new demand in the marketplace, demand that 

previously didn’t exist. Love it or hate it, Facebook, in my opinion, I know they’re 

now defending a brand new antitrust suit, Addison, but it’s the quintessential 

example of a company, created brand new demand. I mean, think about it. At no 

point in your life, prior to Facebook, did you ever realize how much you’d enjoy 

keeping in touch with long-lost friends, viewing the mundanities of, I don’t know, 

family members and liking, I don’t know, say, pictures of your pets. That’s the 

starting point, is that visionary idea.

Well, that’s true of Facebook, unless you’re a curmudgeon like me.

Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:
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You know, I kind of am too, actually. But I know what, at last count, 2.5 billion people 

are doing this every day, Addison. So, I’d say we’re probably in the minority on that 

one. So, that is the starting point. So, that’s where we have on Future Wealth. We’re 

looking at everything that has potential to be visionary, but then from there, we’ll get 

into number two, which is the ability to attract unlimited capital. I can go into that 

a little bit more. And then number three, that third trigger has to be there, and that 

will be the ability to scale a product. I can go into as much depth on number two, 

attracting unlimited capital, and what our trigger points are there.

Yeah, those would be interesting. We could probably cover those two pretty quickly 

because unlimited capital, to me, seems like it gets some kind of popularity in the 

market. And then investors become aware, and then they start providing the capital. 

They take money out of their own accounts and they put it in. That’s usually some 

kind of... That’s when I get worried that it’s on the tipping point of a bubble, but, at 

the same time, that capital becomes available. 

And if the market is scalable, which is number 

three, then that capital is critical to developing  

either production or distribution or some other 

capacity for that technology. And then that 

capital is critical to developing either production 

or distribution or some other capacity for that 

technology.

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

“We're looking at everything that has 
potential to be visionary, but then from 
there, we'll get into number two, which 
is the ability to attract unlimited capital. 
I can go into that a little bit more. And 
then number three, that third trigger 
has to be there, and that will be the 
ability to scale a product.”

What Do CARDI-G and Keystone Technologies 
Have In Common?

Great, great point. And that’s where we do things a little bit different at Future 

Wealth, which I think makes it individually unique Addison, because we are 

looking at what’s happening within these technologies on the private side. So these 

companies have not, a lot of them have not become public yet. So we’re looking 

at the activity, primarily of venture capitalists. In fact, we consider VC activity, the 

foremost predictor of future stock prices, and therefore we track their investment 

dollars very closely.

That’s the subtlety of our research, is that we place an incredibly high value on what’s 

happening and the ability to attract capital in the private markets before they’re 
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Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

public, because there’s a correlation. If you’re attracting a lot of pre IPO, pre-public 

money, you have a tendency to over-perform once you become public. So I see that’s 

an excellent, subtle nuance of what we’re doing is that we’re valuing activity and 

venture capital money floating around the private sectors.

I don’t know how many… most laymen 

out there, in fact, novice investors, they 

can’t access this stuff. They just can’t. I 

mean, we have some platforms that are 

tracking the movement of this money, which is just off the charts.  So we’re working 

with exceptional data in this regard, Addison. Does that make sense? Because you 

are absolutely right. If you’re relying on attracting capital, once the company is 

public, now you’re in that other gray zone that you perfectly articulated.

It gets dangerous then, because then you’re also subject to high-frequency trading 

and institutional money, if they’re in early, if there’s less control, if you’re buying off 

the stock market after something’s already public. We’ve seen that time and again.

Absolutely. But take something like the IoT, the Internet of Things. Venture capitalists 

were actually very active in that all the way back in 2012 and 2013, you can see both 

the rush of capital going in there, but at the time there were, I know we’re talking 

about private markets, but there were still a few public companies trading that had 

their toe in the water as far as internet of things. So if you just invest alongside that, 

there were a lot of gains out there probably when most people couldn’t even tell you 

what the internet of things was.

Yeah. Well, even now, maybe.

Yeah. Right.

Right. So, if you could, could you just recap the mesh point and then I want to move 

on to the different sectors that you look at and you have an acronym. But just kind of 

rehash, let’s cap what you’re looking at.

Yeah. So we used Facebook. I know it’s a polarizing company. But years ago, back 

at the beginning it was truly a visionary idea. That’s number one. But then we want 

to see, most people don’t know this, but Facebook today has completed 48 rounds 

of financing, valued over $11 billion. A lot of that was happening pre IPO. So, if that 

“So I see that's an excellent, subtle nuance 
of what we're doing is that we're valuing 

activity and venture capital money 
floating around the private sectors.”
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Addison:

Addison:

would have been the next level on our radar of like, “Wow, this, this social media 

thing, not only do we think it’s cool and has potential, but it’s getting well-funded.”

That sets trigger point number two... now let’s talk a little bit more in depth on when 

a technology will realize its market potential. And we have that signal that it’s going 

to scale. This is something we haven’t touched yet, so real quick.

Think of venture capitalists as the ultimate well-

informed investor, someone who injects their 

own cash into companies at various stages of 

growth. In this world, in the VCs world, in the 

simplest form, these growth stages of a company, again, pre IPO can be likened to, 

I don’t know, infancy, adolescence, and adulthood. At the angel and seed stage of 

finance, a company’s technology is nothing more than an idea.

Now, the second one at the early VC stage, a technology’s raw and unrefined get 

initial testing and sales begin, we’re tracking all of this.

And then we get to the late VC stage of capital and funding. This is where technology 

is mature, and it’s ready to scale. Now what we notice here, the trigger point you 

asked for one, here’s one, at this point, at the late VC stage, we’re going to see VC 

starting to finance their own exits through activities like mergers, acquisitions, 

and IPO’s. This is where this provides a great point or our cue to start to consider 

investing. And as we embark upon a 2021, I’m seeing a lot of breakthrough potential, 

Addison. A lot of these late stage ideas are VCs are starting to exit. It’s giving us a cue, 

this is when we’re going into the, we know we’re early in the public cycles is what I’m 

trying to say there. That’s some of our triggers at Future Wealth.

So, in the writing of Future Wealth, you’re tracking some of the companies that you 

expect to recommend in the future. So people reading can understand the thought 

process before you pull the trigger.

Oh, absolutely. Yeah.

That’s part of what I like about it… the background is well established before any 

recommendations are made.

It helps you.

“Think of venture capitalists as the 
ultimate well-informed investor, 
someone who injects their own cash into 
companies at various stages of growth.”

Bob:

Bob:
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Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

You also get a good picture of what’s happening in the market. In an area of 

technology which is sometimes opaque, if you’re not reading the right resources, 

you don’t have access, like the venture capitalist would have. So I find it entertaining 

even to just learn about all the different ideas that are coming out. So I want to 

actually get to the acronym for the different categories and sectors that you look for. 

And when I read it, I read CARDI-G. Is that correct?

That is.

It’s like a play on the pop star, Cardi B. Am I correct about that?

That’s one of our acronyms. Yeah, that’s a little playful.

It’s an entertaining one. So let’s stick with that CARDI-G.

It stands for crypto or blockchain, which blockchain is changing production and 

distribution. And crypto, Bitcoin, is popping up right now in the news. As we’re 

talking, Bitcoin’s starting to get headline news in the Wall Street Journal and 

Financial Times again. So that’s C. AI, artificial intelligence is informing social media 

platforms and those kinds of things. So that’s the A. Then we have R. Robotics and 

automation, which is dramatically altering production of cars and things like that. 

That’s been going on for a long time, but there’s new innovations as AI is involved. 

And next is big data, which is the D, is giving more information to production 

facilities, they’re able to innovate more quickly.

So that’s the R and the D as I said, is data, and big data where we have larger 

computing capacity than we’ve ever had in the information age. And it’s growing 

exponentially. I talked with Juan Enriques, the Managing Director of Excel Venture a 

couple of weeks ago, and they’re trying to innovate genetic engineering into bacteria 

where they can actually grow data storage, which are the kinds of ideas that are 

exciting.

That’s cool.

How does that work? So D is data. And then the internet of things you already 

brought up, that’s the I, and then there’s a hyphen, if you put it in there, and then 

next is genetics. And that’s what one of Juan’s big things, when I was talking to him, 

his genetic engineering of actual bacteria and even human genomes for, the whole 
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search for a vaccine is all about RNA and DNA, genetic engineering to help fight 

viruse.

So I’m just going to run through them again, cryptography and blockchain, that’s C. 

AI is A. Robotics and automation, that’s R. Big data or data is D, and then internet of 

things, that’s CARDI, and then you get a hyphen and genetics, G. CARDI-G.

CARDI-G. There’s actually a funny backstory with CARDI-G.

That’s good. I want to hear it.

So, I was tasked with making a presentation to our group. Some of the folks were 

outside of our future wealth core team. And you have to get people’s attention. So I 

came up with the CARDI-G. I thought it would be attention grabbing. It went over, 

it was a hit, but then afterwards, a couple of folks came up to me. It’s like, genetics 

could have just been biotechnology. So you could have just gone CARDI- B like the 

real thing. Oh yeah, CARDI-B.

Well then you’d have copyright issues.

Right, right, right, right.

That’s my thinking.

But that’s how, and look, we’re still 

bullish on CARDI-G, 100%. We do 

that, the way we attack, we attack 

it, we go a little bit more top-down, 

we start with kind of top down to 

get to CARDI-G. We feel like it’s just 

paramount to understand the origins of how we get to CARDI-G? How do we get to 

those technologies?

And when I say the origins of these breakthroughs, by that I mean, what technologies 

are already so firmly entrenched, so deeply entrenched that they’re driving other 

inventions and breakthroughs? So I call those important technologies, Keystone 

technologies, and those Keystone technologies are what get us to CARDI-G.

My official definition of a Keystone technology is technologies from which all other 

Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob: “My official definition of a Keystone 
technology is technologies from which all 
other technologies derive. And right now, 

there's three of them, big data, internet 
of things, which are part of the CARDI-G, 

and artificial intelligence, which is baked 
into that as well.”
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technologies derive. And right now, Addison, there’s three of them, big data, internet 

of things, which are part of the CARDI-G, and artificial intelligence, which is baked 

into that as well.

At Future Wealth, we’re bullish on plenty of other technologies,  with all the rest of 

the letters in CARDI-G, yet since none of them could individually exist without big 

data, IoT, and AI Future Wealth’s portfolios are always tethered to what I call the 

keystones.

So you have your three keystones and then everything else under those. And we must 

be looking at those three Keystone technologies, primarily big data, IOT, and AI.

The Global Smack Down 
Homo Digitalis V.S. Homo Analogis

Okay. So let me just jump back a little bit. This has been a difficult year for the 

economy, lockdowns, politics and elections and search for a vaccine. A lot of the 

things that we’ve been obsessed with have distracted from the important work 

that’s going on in the CARDI-G technologies, right? How do you factor in the 

environment into which the FDA, for example, diverted all their resources to trying 

to find a vaccine, but there were other important trials going on for different biotech 

innovations and those get pushed to the wayside. How you factor in the macro 

elements that these companies have to face. It’s a reality that the economy is what 

it is, the markets are what they are and the pandemic and the election have just 

completely derailed the news cycle, which makes it harder for the IR teams to go out 

and raise money. Characterize how you think about the macro environment that 

we’re in right now.

Yeah, absolutely. What we’re seeing, you nailed it once again. I guess a lot of folks 

are saying that, what? The market has kind of decoupled from reality, right? You’re 

here and you read a screen mat output, what you mentioned earlier, we have roughly 

six million workers collecting unemployment and corporate earnings are down. 

Bankruptcies are up and yet here the market at all times highs.

We’re hitting all time highs in the stock market at the same time. Yeah.

And as you astutely pointed out already, the Fed’s playing a major role in that, we 

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:
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Bob:

Addison:

can’t deny that, I think at last count, a hundred billion into the financial system 

they’re injecting through strategic buying every month. But I don’t, macro wise, 

believe the Fed alone explains the upward movement in stocks, which I think a lot 

of people are thinking right now. In fact, I would argue not by a long shot. I think 

the bigger storyline here is we’re witnessing a transformative global shift and we’re 

literally moving away from the analog world forged by the baby boomer generation. 

It’s a world epitomized by, I don’t know, stacks of photo albums at your parents’ 

house, record players, answering machines and check vaults. We’re moving away 

from that analog world and we’re fully embracing the digital world in which we now 

live.

So what you’re seeing in the market right now, in my opinion, and I’m sure plenty 

of smart people could challenge this, but in my opinion, we’re seeing that investors 

are willing to pay a premium to make sure their portfolios are positioned for this 

transformative shift and honestly, I don’t blame them. In fact, I could make a case 

that right now, even at these all-time highs that 

AI stock stuff, FinTech stocks, health tech stocks, 

the CARDI-Gs, were still cheap at today’s prices 

when you think about this is going to endure 

through the whole... This transformative shift 

is going to define the entire 2020s. So I hope 

this helps your viewers understand why the 

market, not only rates healthy, but kind of keeps 

pushing to new highs with the NASDAQ leading 

the charge. That’s my macro take on what’s 

happening.

Yeah. And the reason I asked that question, too, is because there’s a lot of stimulus 

money that’s going in and the latest rounds have been debated heavily in Congress 

and the election has played a role, but the fact is, there’s a lot of money just being 

spent and the Modern Monetary Theory, MMT, supports spending money into 

existence. In my view, and I think your track record actually bears it out, a lot of that 

money is going into speculative stocks. In this year alone, your track record has been 

great.

Yeah. I appreciate that. It has been solid. Our timing was really quite spot on again. 

We launched the future wealth project because we kind of sensed that this all was 

“Think the bigger storyline here is we're 
witnessing a transformative global 
shift and we're literally moving away 
from the analog world forged by the 
baby boomer generation. It's a world 
epitomized by, I don't know, stacks of 
photo albums at your parents' house, 
record players, answering machines 
and check vaults. We're moving away 
from that analog world and we're fully 
embracing the digital world in which we 
now live.”



13

Surviving and Thriving During the Global Pandemic of 2020

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

going to play out. We had our analog to digital thesis well intact anyway, but then 

through internal meetings, we’re like, “This COVID is really going to accelerate the 

whole thing.” It really is. It’s going to be the game changer.

Well, I would add to that not just the pandemic itself, because there was a focus on 

technology in figuring out how to deal with it, who knew about 90 degree below 

zero freezers before two weeks ago, right? There’s been a shift in media attention 

towards some pretty high tech solutions, including even the logistics of shipping 

those freezers around. I’ve been fascinated by just the logistics of getting people in 

place to distribute the vaccine. There’s been a focus on that, but I also think that the 

lockdown has put such a damper on the economy itself, that it opens up the door for 

people to really ask the question in their own lives, what’s going to happen next?

And that’s what I think is really valuable about Future Wealth is you’re focused on not 

just companies that are moving towards the market, but companies that are really 

inventing the way that we’re going to be talking about the economy as we come out 

the other side of the pandemic. And I’ve been searching for this idea myself, what is 

it going to look like, even for our own business. I work in our headquarters every day 

and at any given time, there’s maybe four or five of us when there would normally be 

over 300 employees and most of those people are working from their homes, which 

wasn’t possible 10 years ago. There are a lot of things changing in the way that people 

perceive the economy moving forward and I think we’re seeing that shift into the 

investment environment that you’re focusing on.

Yeah. You’re dead on. I actually have a cool example on how to frame what’s 

presently happening and you’re seeing these headlines as well. I just wrote about it 

the other day, the Bitcoin versus gold debate.

Yeah. Great.

Yeah. And so I may offend some of our gold bugs, Addison, so you can forward the 

nasty comments.

Well, I’m sure they’ll tell me if you did.

I’m sure they’ll tell you. So, because 

what I’m about to say is kind of a game 

changer, but for me, I don’t mean 

Addison:

Addison:
“Gold is certainly a safe haven 

investment. Bitcoin is starting to join 
that conversation more and more, but 

Bitcoin's flying lately and gold isn't flying 
lately. So how do we distinguish the two?”
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to throw physical gold under the bus, but check this out. I think your viewers will 

appreciate what’s happening on the inside, just kind of a deeper level of the Bitcoin 

versus gold debate. So they’re both kind of good. Gold is certainly a safe haven 

investment. Bitcoin is starting to join that conversation more and more, but Bitcoin’s 

flying lately and gold isn’t flying lately. So how do we distinguish the two? It’s a great 

question. I’ve got an answer for your viewers. Like I said, sacrilege to gold bugs, but 

here goes. In my opinion, what encapsulates all of this is the difference is technology, 

but let’s think about it.

An investment in physical gold is also an investment by proxy, whether you like it 

or not, in the equipment needed to extract gold from the ground, bulldozers, rock 

trucks, water pumps, generators, belts, diesel engines, wash plants, whatever it takes 

to get it out of the ground. Now, what do you notice about all those things? They’re all 

representative of that analog world I described, built by baby boomers and honestly, 

Addison, it’s a world not that highly valued among Wall Street venture capitalists and 

brokers houses anymore, at least not right now. Bitcoin, to the contrary, is symbolic 

of this digital world. And as it follows, an investment in Bitcoin is also investment in 

its underlying technologies. Sought after breakthroughs like blockchain, we’ve talked 

about it. Universal connectivity and IoT, semiconductors, quantum computing, the 

ability to make computers smaller and faster.

Tokenization, 5G data warehouse that we’ve talked about, all of it’s getting baked into 

Bitcoin’s price right now, in my opinion. And so this amalgamation of all of Bitcoin’s 

workhorse assets, we call it FinTech, they have financial technology. And you can 

even, if you want more proof of this, over that same period of time, the last couple of 

months since COVID hit our shores, an ETF attracting a global FinTech of F-I-N-X is 

up 118%. Over the same period, the spider gold 

shares ETF GLD is only up 24%, so it’s kind of this 

power struggle between the analog and digital 

world and that’s why I’m bullish on Bitcoin right 

now over gold. I think on a macro scale, we’re just 

seeing that play out in those two assets, Addison. 

What are your thoughts on that?

Well, I come from the analog world and I live in the analog world.

No, I do, too.

“The last couple of months since COVID 
hit our shores, an ETF attracting a global 
FinTech of F-I-N-X is up 118%. Over the 
same period, the spider gold shares ETF 
GLD is only up 24%, so it's kind of this 
power struggle between the analog and 
digital world and that's why I'm bullish 
on Bitcoin right now over gold.”

Addison:

Bob:
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Addison:

Bob:

Maybe I should throw the question back at you and ask how you came to your 

conclusions. We’ve been colleagues for, it’s got to be 15 years now, and I’ve seen a 

transformation in the way that you approach your work. Maybe you could talk a little 

bit about dealing with the macro environment that I write about and the books that I 

published and how you came to viewing the digital world. I remember writing about 

it back in the early 2000s when we were criticizing the amount of money that was 

getting thrown into the tech wreck. There was a lot of promise in the digital world, 

but we were calling them homo digitalis as opposed to homo analogis. But I have my 

entire life, I’ve lived it as a homo analogis, I’m a late adopter, I think is what I’ve been 

called.

It takes me a while to figure out how to use things, but I’ve watched your career 

evolve from analog to digital and now this new project is really exciting and it seems 

to me, you have your finger on the pulse. So maybe you could just talk about how 

you transformed and that might help readers, too, to try to visualize how you go from 

understanding mining of gold to mining of Bitcoin.

Absolutely. And you’re right, you might say we were early in this transformative shift 

and that’s not to say that there’s not fantastic analog companies out there that can 

not only earn market returns, pay a nice dividend, but also over-perform the market. 

I certainly don’t mean to make all of my analogers and believers in that space mad at 

me, but I’m just simply seeing an overperformance in the technology and everything 

moving toward digital. And it’s as easy again, I can say it a thousand times, Addison, 

we are looking and we value the opinions and the movement of money through the 

investing of venture capitalists more 

than anything else and you’re right, 

coming out of that 2000 period, in fact, 

I was just on the platform that shows 

us all this data last night.

And there is this amazing ascent back in the early 2000s, late 90s, and then a falling 

over the cliff when the bubble popped. But then I guess around 2011, you’re seeing 

this real, a more sustainable upward curve in the amount of funds and interest in VC 

appealing some of these technologies and it kind of... Whenever you see that outlier 

chart that goes straight to the moon and then crashes, it’s off putting. It’s off putting 

to all of us and I think that’s what you were discussing when the dot-com bubble 

filled. But then when you see a chart that’s more like a nice steady rise. And that’s 

“I certainly don't mean to make all of my 
analogers and believers in that space 
mad at me, but I'm just simply seeing an 
overperformance in the technology and 
everything moving toward digital.”
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Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

what we’re seeing now with the capital moving around.

For example, the IoT, Internet of Things, is now about $500 billion in private investing 

has occurred within that. It started 11, 12, 13. It’s been a nice upward trajectory. 

We’re not seeing it roll over yet. If it’s rolling over, that’s probably not a good sign for 

us. A good example of things that may seem cool but we don’t look at them right now 

is anything in the oil and energy technologies. 

It’s not just the raw materials in the ground. There are some really, really, really 

cool technologies with conventional energy. Natural gas, LNG, and oil, of course. 

Some really cool technologies that are helping to extract that. But they’re not getting 

traction with VCs. They’re not pushing dollars towards them. So even though you 

might look at them and say, “Man, that company does a really cool thing, really 

breakthrough technology.” But it’s not likely to go anywhere right now because not 

only is oil under pressure from policymakers and it’s falling out of favor, but also 

we’re not seeing dollars sought hitting that. And without those, we have a tendency 

to just say, “We’re out. We’re out.”

Ignore Politics at Your Peril

Well, I think oil is under pressure just from the slowdown of the global economy 

as well. I mean, just the virus itself has made investments think, “Oh, wait. Maybe 

I should wait.” There is an alternative idea that if oil is under pressure from the 

economy and it starts coming back, that you want to buy when it’s low.

The problem

We don’t want to discount that.

Yeah. I’m not, but we have to mention another underlying component in all of this 

in the whole macro pie, especially as it definitely pertains to oil and I’d love to get 

your take on it, is... activists, they’re demanding some of the divestiture out of oil. The 

pressure applying to Goldman Sachs and all... We don’t want to get behind this fund 

because you’ve got messy companies in there. These voices are getting so loud.

Yeah. If people want my take on it, I think that we’re going to see more pressure 

with the Biden administration, and I say that with air quotes, because there’s still 

some lawsuits going on. But he’s stacking the environmental, the EPA, the FDA, 
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Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

which is involved with agriculture, the Department of Agriculture itself, the Forestry 

Department, he’s staffing them all with climate change activists. Those are the 

people starting way back with Inconvenient Truth and Al Gore that they’re just a 

poor, dirty energy. I think on a public front and the way the election has been playing 

out, this kind of white washing of the entire Biden persona, I think there’s going to 

be a lot of popularity for climate change. General popularity. I don’t mean among 

investors generally, but the funds that you’re talking about follow trends because 

they want to see the bubbles form and chase the market. I think we’re going to see a 

lot of that initially, probably in the first six months, at least of a Biden administration. 

So that’s my take on it.

You probably don’t...

I was talking to Dave Gonigan.

Yeah. David’s amazing. Talented guy.

Just a couple days ago, and he reminded me of something I said in, I think it was 2008 

where I had written... I abhor politics. I can’t stand the conversations because they’re 

so thin, but you ignore it at your peril because the media trends generally follow 

the PR campaigns that politicians are putting on and Wall Street pays attention. It’s 

kind of like following Bureau of Labor Statistics employment rates. They’re divided 

into like six different parts, but you ignore the top line number at your peril because 

Wall Street trades on it. So I feel like politics are 

the same way. If you see a trend that’s coming in 

place, it’s worth paying attention to.

Addison, spot on again. Worldview is completely congruent, again, because I plan 

to write on Tuesday about what we’re calling climate tech. The reason I’m doing that 

is because all of the chatter inside the VC world right now is about climate tech and 

that it’s time. The time is here. So we’re going to be studying this very closely because 

we might be at that tipping point where it’s a legitimate breakthrough, especially 

considering the potential for the Biden administration. So it’s a term we’re going to 

be hearing a lot about, it’s climate tech. It’s a whole sub-niche that we’re going to 

be looking at. And honestly, we may only be a month or two away from starting to 

recommend stocks within that. You’re dead on. You have to pay attention now. You 

have to.

“All of the chatter inside the VC world 
right now is about climate tech and that 
it's time. The time is here.”
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Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Well, especially during the pandemic where everybody’s just watching TV for a 

living. It dominates the cycle. It’s a little bit infuriating...

Oh, yeah.

Well, that brings me to a question that I did want to ask. I’ve heard rumors anyway, 

and I haven’t spoken to you about it yet, but we’re excited about a new technology, 

a new breakthrough that you haven’t written about yet. You want to tease me a little 

bit?

Absolutely. It’s been on our radar from the inception back in April when we 

launched Future Wealth that there’s another entire sub niche that right now, we 

strategically have not been hitting and it’s a sub niche of the stock market that we 

haven’t done anything with, but it’s there. 

And the fact that we’re not actively recommending the sub-niche, at least not 

yet. We’ve known from the beginning, we’re leaving some money on the table. I 

mean, there’s gains. Everything we talked about, it’s still the mesh point. It’s still 

hias visionary ideas. It’s still tracking VC money. It’s still making sure products and 

services scale. It’s everything we talked about, but it’s an opportunity to fine tune the 

lens even further, and it’s been on our radar from the very beginning and through 

some internal conversations that have also included you, Addison. And thank you 

for all your feedback and support on this. We think we’re probably at the time where 

we should be pushing this out there, pushing some or at least making it available to 

anyone that wants to take the next step.

Yeah. I was talking to Aaron a little bit earlier, a publisher that you work with, and he 

said you guys are assembling the paper that you plan to release, but you’re not quite 

ready.

We’re not quite ready. If I may, I prefer not to get into the specifics of that paper in 

this form right now and just kind of ask your readers to take a leap of faith and read it 

when we publish it in the coming days. Is that fair?

It is fair because there’s a danger in our business if we get excited about something 

too soon and then it turns out that it’s not what we thought it was going to be. Then 

we’re doing a disservice to ourselves and also to investors. It’s fair to say, but I think 

it’s also fair to say that you have been on the cutting edge of the CARDI-Gs and 
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Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Addison:

Addison:

it’s worth paying attention to in the next couple of weeks. I don’t know what your 

production schedule is looking like, but I think it’s definitely worth reserve members 

paying attention because it’s coming up soon. And I also believe that it’s going to be 

reserved to a limited number of first come first serve people.

We have to do that.

Yeah. We have to because they’re a small technology. Or small companies.

Absolutely.

Well, I’m looking forward to it personally. I’m excited to see what you guys are doing.

And we are too. We’re over the moon literally because what we’ve been able to do in 

the last nine, 10 months with Future Wealth just kind of demonstrates the potential. 

And then through our track record, we’ve been able to do that. But there’s always the 

next level you can go to, and some of our readers and viewers want to go deeper into 

this. They want to go deeper and we want to make sure that we’re giving them that 

opportunity, Addison.

Yeah. Well, I’m eager to see what you guys come up with. Mostly because I’m trying 

to answer the question myself. Even for our own business. What’s it going to look like 

in June? What’s it going to look like in a year from now in December of next year? 

There’s a lot of things at play. I do think that people are ready for technology. I think 

we’ve been primed for technology to lead the way for 15 years or so, but with the 

economy getting shut down, a lot of people are wondering what’s next.

Yeah.

As you say, the VC money is already pointed in that direction too. So it’ll be very 

interesting.

As a futurist, my job is to connect the dots and those various timeframes. So we are 

definitely going to try to... Using data and research, we are going to try to show and 

demonstrate for everyone what June may look like at least our best ability to tell 

readers what June may look like. That’s kind of at the heart of what we’re trying to do.

Yeah. Cool. I’m excited.
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Addison:

Addison:

Addison:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

Bob:

I’m glad you are.

Yeah. All right. Thanks, Bob. It was good to talk to you.

Oh, you got it. I enjoyed it very much.

Yeah. And we’ll talk again soon.

Okay.

All right. See you.

Take care.

As you’ve seen this week, there is no one… hands down no one... 
better at predicting (and profiting from) the emerging tech stocks 
the mainstream hasn’t caught onto yet than Bob Williams. 

In fact, Bob has just opened a limited-opportunity enrollment for 
a “beta test” of a system he’s spent the last year perfecting that 
takes advantage of the fastest-moving tech stocks.

This limited enrollment is open only to you, as a Reserve member 
in good standing. 

It also closes on Sunday. I strongly urge you to click here now and 
review all the details on what Bob has found.

Again, this “beta test” Bob’s enrolling right now goes away Sunday, 
maybe forever. To see everything Bob’s found, and how he could 
help you make 2021 your best year in the market… click here now.

*** For the quickest, least complex tax-free way to trade gold and precious 

metals, click here: accounts are free! Sign up for a Hard Assets Alliance 

IRA today and enjoy all its tax benefits. Click here or call 1-877-727-7387.

https://pro.sevenfiguresolutions.com/m/1699941
https://pro.sevenfiguresolutions.com/m/1699941
https://registration.hardassetsalliance.com/registration/user-account?aff=AFR&utm_source=AFR&utm_medium=ed-mention&utm_term=7-9-20-ed-mention-AFR&utm_content=AFR-7-9-20-ed-mention&utm_campaign=registration
https://registration.hardassetsalliance.com/registration/user-account?aff=AFR&utm_source=AFR&utm_medium=ed-mention&utm_term=7-23-20-ed-mention-AFR&utm_content=AFR-7-23-20-ed-mention&utm_campaign=registration


21

Surviving and Thriving During the Global Pandemic of 2020

Customer Service | 808 St Paul St | Baltimore, MD 21202 USA. Nothing in this report should be considered personalized 
financial advice. Although our employees may answer your general customer service questions, they are not licensed 
under securities laws to address your particular investment situation. No communication by our employees to you 
should be deemed as personalized financial advice. We expressly forbid our writers from having a financial interest in 
any security recommended to our readers. All of our employees and agents must wait 24 hours after on-line publication 
or 72 hours after the mailing of printed-only publication prior to following an initial recommendation. Any investments 
recommended in this letter should be made only after consulting with your investment advisor and only after reviewing 
the prospectus or financial statements of the company. 

© 2020 Agora Financial, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Protected by copyright laws of the United States and international 
treaties. This Newsletter may only be used pursuant to the subscription agreement and any reproduction, copying, or 
redistribution (electronic or otherwise, including on the world wide web) , in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited 
without the express written permission of Agora Financial, LLC. 808 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore MD 21202.


