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Finding Forever Homes
For Dogs In Need

Forever Tails

Brownie’s Fund
We at AFH take our commitment to rescue seriously. Once we pledge to
rescue an animal, we provide whatever level of care is necessary to make
sure that he or she is adoption ready. This commitment sometimes results
in a substantial financial obligation.
Most of you probably know that our adoption fee doesn’t cover the cost
of standard vet care for our dogs such as altering, shots, heartworm
testing and preventive, grooming, and food. Sometimes, the dogs we
rescue wind up needing specialized testing, minor surgery, or long term
care. Some dogs require extraordinary medical care for serious injuries,
amputations, treatment for life threatening illnesses such as parvo, or long
term rehabilitation. That’s where Brownie’s Fund steps in.
Brownie’s Fund was established in AFH’s early
days as an honor to our first serious medical case.
Brownie was a beagle mix puppy who had parvo
and then developed pneumonia. She was very
sick for a very long period of time. Brownie’s
care back then cost us over $6,000 but she was
restored to health and adopted by a wonderful
family. We knew that we would face other serious
medical issues and established this fund to help
cover some of the costs.

Adoption Information
Are you looking for a new furry family member? Visit
www.aforeverhome.org or stop by an adoption fair
to find the perfect one. We have many wonderful
dogs waiting for forever homes. Once you’ve fallen
in love, the next step is to fill out an adoption
application to get the ball rolling.
Please see our website for our adoption schedule.

Contact Information
Phone

703.961.8690

Fax

866.863.6890

Address

P.O. Box 222801
Chantilly, VA 20153

Email

info@aforeverhome.org

Website

www.aforeverhome.org

Facebook

www.facebook.com/afh2002

Twitter

@aforeverhome
twitter.com/aforeverhome

It is not unusual for us to spend several thousand dollars on a dog that
needs medical treatment. There have been several times just in the past
year alone where a litter of puppies has broken with parvo and the cost to
save them is over $4,000 per puppy. Multiply that by 10 puppies in a litter,
and we’re looking at $40,000 over and above the $25,000 - $30,000 we
spend every month on routine vet care. Toss in a lifesaving surgery that
costs another $10,000, and we could be looking at $65,000 - $70,000 for
just one month of medical care/treatment.
Obviously besides managing our money wisely and working with our vet
to carefully plan for extraordinary care, we have to have an income stream
to support these costs. Denying an animal medical care is simply not an
option. We need you, our friends, to help us save these special dogs.
Every dollar counts so please consider a donation in any amount to help
dogs in need of medical care. You can mail a check to our P.O. Box or
donate via our website. As always, thank you for your ongoing support.
www.aforeverhome.org

Robin

is looking for his forever home
Read about him on Page 2
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“We’ve begun to long for the pitter-patter of little feet - so we adopted a dog. Well,
it’s cheaper, and you get more feet.”


— Rita Rudner

In Search of My Forever Home
Breed: Maltese
Age: 10 years

Robin (Male)
Hi – my name is Robin. AFH rescued me
from a backyard breeder in February
of this year. It was a pretty tough life,
especially since I am blind.
When I first arrived at my foster mom’s
house, I was very sad. I didn’t know about
soft beds, toys, or being loved, but boy
has that changed! Now my tail starts to
wag when I hear my name and I love to
give kisses.
Even though I don’t have any teeth, I
still gnaw on bones and I love love love
treats! I am happiest curled up on my
foster mom’s bed or the couch, or when
I’m being carried around like I deserve!
Being blind doesn’t faze me in the least.
I trot around my yard and when I run into

something, I just turn around and head off
in another direction.
I love other dogs (I spent my life in
that horrible place with a lot of other
dogs) and when they come up to say
hello, it makes me happy. I’m pretty
well behaved and I only bark when I
can’t find my foster mom or when we’re
out in the yard and I want to go inside
(pretty smart, huh?)
I am not completely potty trained yet, but
I am working on it.
Do you have room in your heart and home
for me? I hope so. Please email info@
aforeverhome to arrange to meet me.
Love, Robin

In Memoriam

We want to acknowledge some recent donations
in memory/honor of beloved friends.

Eileen B. in memory of Sammy
Barbara N. in memory of April Norkus
Wiley & Elizabeth P. in memory of Chloe Veary
Mary & Steven S. in memory of Chloe Veary
Sheryl Von S. in memory of Helga and Yukon
Diana A. in memory of Pooh Bear
Amy Z. in memory of Charlie
Kathy B. in memory of Ginger
Adam P. in memory of Fatboy
Dorothy F.in memory of Fatboy
Alex B. in memory of Fatboy
Caroline, Martin, and Noodle P. in memory of Fatboy

We also want to thank those of you who
have donated items from our Amazon
Wish List (http://amzn.to/12FohPq). Due
to privacy concerns, Amazon does not
share purchaser/donor info with us. They
have assured us that they are working on
the issue so we know who our donors are.
Please contact us at info@aforeverhome.
org if you donated through Amazon and
need a tax receipt.

ECS Services in memory of JD Carter
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Ask the Regal Beagle
Q : Dear Sam : I have
recently moved to this
area and my dog doesn’t
really have any friends
yet. A friend suggested
I try socializing him at a
local dog park. I’ve never
been to one. Where do I
begin? Sincerely, New in
North Arlington
A: Dear New: Welcome
to the area! You will find
that there are plenty of
dog parks to choose from
and most of them have the same general rules and regulations.
I strongly suggest that you do some research and gather
information before you go. This way, you will know what is
required beforehand, such as your rabies tag and license tag.
You will also know what to leave at home, such as food.

your dog comes right to you when you give the command. Now
– imagine you call him repeatedly and then attempt to chase
him down. Which one seems like the better option?
Have fun and remember to scoop the poop!
NOTE: In recent weeks, there have been reported cases of
Canine Influenza at dog parks in both Maryland and Virginia.
This is a respiratory disease that is transmitted from dog
to dog (not humans). There is a specific vaccine for Canine
Influenza, so if you are going to be visiting dog parks, day
care, boarding, well – pretty much anywhere – be sure to
have your dog vaccinated. Always better safe than sorry.
Sam’s little secret: This is almost too good to share, but I have
to let you know that if a quiet little dog park is more your
scene, there is a lovely private dog park located in Chantilly,
Virginia in Fairfax County. Hint: It’s located near the Pender
Vet Retreat and that’s all I’m gonna say about that.

Since you have never been to a dog park before, you may want to
go at a time that may not be so busy. A crowded dog park may
be overwhelming for both you and your dog and this should be
a safe and pleasant experience. During the day on a weekday will
likely be a better choice than evenings and weekends.
Most dog parks are separated into “small dog” and “big dog”
areas, so you want to be sure to head to the appropriate section,
if offered. Some dog parks allow you to bring toys and balls, but
out of concern for territorial behavior, some suggest that you do
not bring such items from home, so that’s something you may
want to think about. If you do bring toys from home, be sure to
label them, as many doggie items can look alike.
Many dog parks also offer drinking water for the doggies, but
you can bring your own if you prefer. Given the recent outbreak
of Canine Influenza (more on that below), I would suggest you
bring your own.
For the most part, taking your dog to a dog park is similar to
taking a child to a playground. It’s more enjoyable if they have
basic manners, play well with others, and remain in your view at
all times.
Although the official “rules” will not state this, things will go a
lot smoother if your dog has good recall, ie, consistently comes
when called. Imagine you are ready to leave the dog park and
www.aforeverhome.org

Dear Friends:
This will be my last column in the AFH newsletter. I
have been sick for quite a while and by the time you
read this, my Mom Roz will have let me go to run with
the other dogs at Rainbow Bridge. I had a wonderful
life with Roz who took great care of me until the very
end. I want to thank AFH for rescuing me, Roz for
adopting me, and all of you who read my column.
Please don’t be sad for me – I had a very good life
and I enjoyed every minute of it.
With love and appreciation,
Sam I Am
The Regal Beagle
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“It’s tough to stay married. My wife kisses the dog on the lips, yet she won’t
drink from my glass.”


— Rodney Dangerfield

Volunteer Spotlight
Lisa Underwood has been a volunteer with AFH for several years now. She
helps with one of our most important tasks – doing home checks. Home
checks are not done to see what kind of housekeepers our adopters are.
They are an opportunity to answer questions about pet care, point out
anything dangerous in the home (such as poisonous plants or holes in a
fence), and make sure that our adopters are ready to bring a new pet into
their homes (such as having all the necessary pet supplies).

Lisa Underwood

Lisa thanks adopters for making the compassionate choice by choosing to
rescue instead of purchasing a dog from a pet store or breeder. When asked
what she gets out of helping dogs transition into a new home, she responds
“It is a pleasure to witness the adopter’s excitement about the upcoming
addition to their family. We often talk about the preferability of adoption
of homeless animals. The adopters introduce me to other dogs they may
have, and sometimes we share our memories about dogs we’ve both had
at times in our lives. It’s a good feeling to know that I can contribute a small
part to AFH’s adoption process. The work that AFH is doing—the lives that
it’s saving—is so important”.
Lisa is a firm believer in a statement attributed to Mahatma Gandhi - “The
greatness of a society and its moral progress can be judged by the way
it treats its animals.”
We couldn’t agree more.

Cheryl Sims

Photo: Lisa Underwood and one of her dogs, Molly,
adopted through AFH in 2006.

Cher yl began volunteering with AFH in 2011. She is an
experienced Graphic Designer with an extensive background in
print design. Having designed for NFL Super Bowls XLII and XLIII,
Nascar, and the Democratic National Convention, she is most
proud of the time she donates to create numerous print materials
for AFH, including event flyers, newsletters, brochures, tickets,
and signage. She designs the newsletter you are reading now.
Cheryl has always had a love for animals. She grew up in a family
that always rescued animals, and over the years has cared for
several dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, and various reptiles. She, along
with her husband and one-year-old daughter, currently care for
two dogs and a cat. Occasionally you’ll see a picture of one of
her pups featured in an AFH newsletter, either Riley the Boston
Terrier or Daisy the Boxer.
Cheryl’s eye for layout and design has dramatically improved the
quality of all of our printed materials, which helps us represent
ourselves as a professional organization.
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Adopter’s Corner: Cocoa the Traveling Dog
Marc and Michelle did not intend to have
a dog due to allergies and the additional
workload; however, their daughter Victoria
discovered Coco at a pool-closing dog
swim in their neighborhood and all three
daughters became absolutely captivated
by an adorable, tiny, white mini-dachshund
and the begging began!
Their friend Mary Ellen was fostering Coco
for AFH. Coco had been rescued from
North Carolina along with many other
neglected dogs. She was skinny and afraid
but seemed so happy to be held and
loved. Michelle had to admit that Coco
was the most adorable dog she had ever

seen and Marc agreed. They adopted her
and within a couple of days she started
following Michelle around the house. It
took a little while, but she finally decided
that Marc was ok too!
Coco is a busy girl since her family is very
active. She goes everywhere, even to
places where she isn’t allowed (in her Juicy
Couture bag, of course!). She understands
when to be quiet and peers through the
doggie window in the bag without making
a peep. She has been to many gymnastics
meets, movies, shopping malls, hotels,
grocery stores, and fine restaurants, and
has even flown on a plane. She regularly
walks with her boyfriend Pepper, a
reddish brown tween-size dachshund
who lives across the street. She even goes
rollerblading with Michelle – strapped in a
safety pouch of course!
Coco is also an enthusiastic traveler.
She has been to the Grand Canyon;

Br yce Canyon;
Z i o n, Yo s e mi te,
and Yellowstone
N a t i o n a l Pa r k s ;
Big Sky, Montana;
and the hotels and
casinos of Las Vegas.
She has ridden in an
RV, gone horseback
riding, and been on a houseboat on Lake
Mead. Her absolute favorite place in the
world is North Myrtle Beach, where dogs
are very welcome to walk the beaches.
Her family calls her a rock star because
people go crazy over her when they are
out and about .
Coco’s family tells us that words cannot
express how much this little dog has
enriched their lives. She is a beloved
member of the family and they can’t
imagine life without her. Coming from a
horrible puppy mill, we have no doubt that
Coco feels like the luckiest pup on earth!

Peanut Finds His Forever Home!
Kacie wanted a dog for months. She and her boyfriend
Andrew moved to dog-friendly Shirlington and decided
that the time was right. Of course they wanted a rescue
dog. Kacie searched Petfinder for the perfect dog and
found Peanut, a 5 pound Chihuahua that was in AFH’s care.
Kacie and Andrew met Peanut at his foster home and fell in
love. Although Peanut was a little nervous at first, he soon
realized that he was safe in his forever home.
Kacie tells us that Peanut has been an absolutely wonderful
addition to their little family and they can’t imagine their
lives without him. He loves them and they love him. He
gets excited when they come home from work every day,
constantly follows them around the house, and sleeps with
them every night. When they got engaged in December
they knew they wanted Peanut to be a part of this milestone
in their lives and a part of their engagement pictures.
www.aforeverhome.org

In a recent email from Kacie, she wrote “I want to thank
A Forever Home Rescue for being so great to work with
and especially our foster, Natasha, who was open to all my
questions both before and after adopting Peanut. Thanks
for everything you guys do!”

Thank you Kacie and Andrew!
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“The average dog is a nicer person than the average person.”

— Andy Rooney

AFH Partners With Whole Pet Central
Have you ever thought about how much it costs to feed all of the dogs in our care for a month?
For many years, AFH took advantage of a program through Hills that allowed us to
purchase dog food at a discounted rate. They offered this program to all rescues
and shelters and it was a huge help to us. Hills discontinued this program, which was
devastating to those of us who took advantage of it. Our only option was to start
purchasing food at retail rates. Over the past few months our food costs have soared
to $6,000 per month. Obviously our dogs have to eat, but $6,000 is a lot of money.
One of our volunteers approached Bob Irvin at Whole Pet Central in Herndon while
she was shopping there for her own dogs. She explained the situation and asked if
Bob knew of a manufacturer that would give us a discounted rate if we promised to
purchase dog food exclusively from them. Bob immediately offered to help us. Not
only did he come through with a quality food for us, but because of him, our food
costs have been cut in half!
We want to encourage all of you to support Whole Pet Central (http://www.
wholepetcentral.com/store/). They have locations in Ashburn, Herndon, and
Rockville. While you’re there, tell them that you’re there because of AFH and thank
them for helping us out!
Bob has provided coupons for us to put in our adopter packets and we are working
on a promotion for our other adopters and supporters. Stay tuned for more news!

Casino Night and Silent Auction - March 8, 2014
who will help to cover our costs. The most
time consuming task is soliciting donations
for silent auction and raffle items.
We are reaching out to you, our
supporters, to ask for help. Do you work
for/own/manage a business that would
be willing to donate an item or service?
Maybe you travel a lot and have more
airline miles than you can possibly use?
Perhaps you are an artist or craftsman who
would donate something you created?
A Forever Home Rescue Foundation is hosting
AsAnnual
part of our
effortNight
to acquire
a forever
its Third
Casino
and Silent
Auction
You may have a vacation home and be
home of our own, we will be holding willing to donate a weekend or week’s
Saturday, March 8, 2014 | 7:00 to 11:00 pm
another casino night in the Spring. There stay? Maybe you know a celebrity who
Piedmont Club - Haymarket
is a tremendous
of workVirginia
that goes
14675
Piedmont Vistaamount
Drive Haymarket,
20169
would donate an autographed item, or
www.clubcorp.com/Clubs/Piedmont-Club-Haymarket
into planning a large fundraising event. The even have lunch with the winning bidder?
most important
taskGames
is attracting
sponsors
The possibilities are endless.
| Raffles | Casino
| Hors d’oeuvres
Silent Auction
and Drinks

We are interested in donations of all
types of services such as spa treatments,
pet sitting, photography, housekeeping/
maintenance, and handyman services;
travel-related items such as hotel or bed
& breakfast stays, cruises, airline miles,
etc.; outdoor activities such as ski trips,
white water rafting, and deep sea fishing;
jewelry; artwork; concert/event tickets;
and any pet-related items. The bottom
line – if you would be interested in winning
it – someone else is too!
Please help us make this event a huge
success. If you can help, please email
us at info@aforeverhome.org at your
earliest convenience.
www.aforeverhome.org
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Meet Our New Social Media Team
As you all know, AFH does great work, but we want to be
better about letting everyone know about all the things
we’re involved with. We recently launched a concerted social
media campaign to raise the community’s awareness of the
organization and what we do. To help us with this, we’ve
engaged a talented group of volunteers as our new Social
Media team!

So what can you do to help? Use the links below to friend
us, follow us, like us, pin us, share us with your network and encourage your friends, family, and neighbors to do the
same. Our challenge to you is to take our Facebook “likes”
to 2,000 by the end of the year. We’re confident that you
can do it, and it would be a great Christmas present to the
organization to hit this goal!

• Beth is a Reston resident who loves to spend time with her
AFH rescue dog Wrigley and two cats, Gemma and Peanut.

Being able to show potential supporters/sponsors that
we have a dedicated following will help us raise money to
support our rescue work.

• David enjoys golf and reading and lives in Fairfax with his
wife, two children, and rescue dog, Cody.
• Emily is a rural Manassas resident who enjoys spending time
with her husband and AFH rescue pup, Buddy.
• Susie is from Gainesville; she is a Pinterest addict and has two
dogs, Diesel and Benji, an AFH alumnus.
• Tracey lives in Arlington, VA, and enjoys spending time with
her three rescue dogs - Katie (from AFH), Bella, and Natasha.
You can reach the team via email to socialmedia @
aforeverhome.net (notice the “.net” at the end rather than
“.org”) if you have something you would like to share.
While this team can do (and already has done) great things,
they need your help! As you know, social media is all about being social – that means interaction and active participation
from both sides. We need you to engage with our team via
the various social media outlets and to encourage your friends
(real world and virtual) and family to join in the conversation.
When you join us, our reach is amplified many-fold.

Our social media sites/services are:
http://www.facebook.com/AFH2002
https://twitter.com/aforeverhome
http://www.pinterest.com/aforeverhome/
http://instagram.com/aforeverhome
http://www.youtube.com/aforeverhome
http://www.linkedin.com/company/
a-forever-home-rescue-foundation

Editor’s Note
Shadow “Fatboy” Stinson was rescued by AFH in March of 2005. I
was asked to foster him but it was love at first sight and he came
home with me for good. We had 8 ½ happy years together. He was
the unofficial spokesdog for AFH, making appearances at various
AFH events and he was even on Fox 5! He was cool, he was laid
back, and he was the most dedicated dog I ever had. He just oozed
love and devotion. His sister Snaggy and I miss him every day.

www.aforeverhome.org

Shadow “Fatboy” Stinson
03.16.03 – 08.22.13
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Remember that you can receive your AFH
newsletter electronically if you prefer. Please
email us at info@aforeverhome.org to switch
to an e-newsletter.

Merry Christmas to
all of our friends!
Sam’s Assistant: Tanya Rapp
Expert Consultant and Dog Guru: Sam I Am
Designer: Cheryl Sims
Editor: Patti Stinson
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