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ACCOUNTING FIRMS
Baldwin CPAs PLLC
Richmond – baldwincpas.com
Blue & Co LLC
Lexington – blueandco.com
Crowe Horwath LLP
Lexington – crowehorwath.com
Dean Dorton PSC
Lexington – ddfky.com
Duncan, Smith & Stilz PSC
Lexington – dssky.com
Fister,Williams & Oberlander PLLC
Lexington – fwpllc.com
Hisle & Company
Lexington – hisle-cpa.com
The Livesay Group, PLLC
Lexington – livesaygroup.com
Miller, Mayer, Sullivan & Stevens LLP
Lexington – mmssllp.com
Mountjoy Chilton Medley
Lexington – mcmcpa.com
Potter & Company
Lexington – gotopotter.com
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Lexington – pwc.com
Radwan, Brown and Co. PSC
Lexington – radwanbrown.com
Ray, Foley, Hensley & Company PLLC
Lexington – rfhco.com 
Ross, Sinclair & Associates 
Lexington – rsanet.com l

KENTUCKY BANK
399 Main St. 
Paris, KY 40361
(800) 467-1939
kybank.com

Kentucky Bank is a strong, 
innovative, publicly traded, 
community bank (KTYB) 
with roots dating back to 
1851. These qualities have 
guided our growth and 
enabled us to become one 
of the largest independent 
banks in Kentucky. Our products include 
Wealth Management, Commercial Lending, 
and Treasury Management, as well as the more 
traditional personal banking services, and 
many convenience and electronic services.   

We currently operate 17 offices in 10 
Kentucky Counties. With assets totaling over a 
billion, our size and scale gives us the ability to 
continue to provide premier customer service to 
the communities in which we operate. 

We value the contributions of our employees 
and board of directors; those relationships 
contributed to our seventh consecutive 
designation as one of the Best Places to Work in 
Kentucky.  We are very proud of the designation 
as it reflects the attitude of our people, who are so 
committed to delivering exceptional service to our 
customers.

Louis Prichard,
President/CEO,
Kentucky Bank 
& Kentucky
Bancshares, Inc.

www.kybank.com | 800-467-1939

“We needed a bank 
large enough to 

handle our business, 
but small enough to 

know us by name.”
Ralph Stokley

Whether financing the expansion of your business or seeking additional working capital, the Kentucky Bank 
portfolio of commercial products offers a broad range of short to long-term solutions. With our financial 
strength, capacity and expertise, we can accommodate all of your financing needs. Contact us today!

Kentucky Bank’s roots date back to 1851. The bank 
recently earned designation as one of the Best 
Places to Work in Kentucky for the seventh year 
in a row.
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LEGAL SERVICES

BY ROBERT HADLEY

WITH a growing economy, as 
attested by the 4.1 percent GDP 
growth posted in the second 

quarter of 2018, the commercial climate in 
the United States and Kentucky is teeming 
with deals and entrepreneurial growth. 
Such a business environment creates work 
for law firms practicing in and around 
Central Kentucky and with more deals 
comes more need for oversight.

“As far as how the state of legal services 
is, I’d say it’s pretty robust now in a 
number of areas, but slow in some others,” 
said David Owen, who practices in the 
Lexington office of Dickinson Wright PLLC.

Three areas Owen specifically identified 
include transactional activity (legal work 
generated from mergers and acquisitions), 
litigation and personal estate planning.

An area that has gained ground with 
some firms is mediation, the practice 
of settling disputes out of court. James 
Frazier III, managing member of 
McBrayer, McGinnis, Leslie & Kirkland 
PLLC, credits mediation with driving 
growth at his firm.

“As attorneys, we do more than just go 
to battle in the courtroom,” Frazier  said. 
“At our firm, we champion all methods of 
dispute resolution, because that keeps us 
focused on the best outcome for the client. 
It may seem counterintuitive, but litigation 
is generally the last resort. If we can work 
collaboratively to resolve a legal dispute, 
we will take that route first. We want what 
is best for the client, and mediation is quite 
often the first avenue we take.”

A legal roundup published in the 
February issue of The Lane Report 
identified technological advancements 
and tax reform as additional drivers for 
activity in the legal community. 

Below, two prominent Central 
Kentucky law firms discuss recent hot-
button issues.

What cases are getting tried, and 
which ones are mediated for out-
of-court settlements?
Stephen Amato, Member, McBrayer: 
There’s no hard and fast rule for what 
goes to trial and what reaches a settlement 
through mediation. Our focus is on the 
client’s goal, so we always work for the 
best outcome, regardless. Most of the time, 
this is accomplished through settlement. 
When a settlement through negotiation 
or mediation isn’t possible, we go to trial, 
where we continue to seek out the best 
outcome for the client. In the highly 
competitive market for legal work, client 
service is what continues to set us apart. 

David Owen, Member, Dickinson 
Wright: Really, the only area of practice 
we’re seeing more activity in is personal 
injury, slip-and-fall cases, in Kentucky. 
And the reason for that is the Supreme 
Court has made some rulings over the 
last three to five years that have made it 
very difficult to dispose of those cases 
through motion practice. So you’re seeing 
companies go to trial over those more 
than you did before. 

Business deals create legal dollars
Central Kentucky firms see steady growth with recovered economy

McBRAYER
201 East Main Street
Suite 900
Lexington, K  0507
mmlk.com

With a team of more than 
60 of the best and brightest 
lawyers in the community, 
the McBrayer law firm 
continues to serve the 
people of Central Kentucky 
in an effective, efficient, and 
client-centered fashion. 

Our diverse practice includes healthcare, 
banking regulations, mediation, employment, 
corporate, litigation, intellectual property, medical 
malpractice defense, professional liability, real 
estate, estate planning and government affairs, to 
name a few. The growth of the firm has served 
to bolster its considerable client services as it 
simultaneously strengthens its infrastructure to 
improve efficiency. 

Our clients will always come first, 
receiving exceptional personal attention and 
the responsiveness that is the hallmark of the 
McBrayer practice. We are more than just a law 
firm, as evidenced by our commitment not just 
to our clients but to our community at large 
through multifaceted charitable and community 
involvement, the pillars of our organization. 

In addition to offices in Lexington, 
Louisville, Frankfort, Greenup and 
Washington, D.C., the firm is recognized 
for its exceptional lobbying group, MML&K 
Government Solutions.

James H. 
Frazier, III, 
Managing 
Member, 
McBrayer

Downtown Lexington’s Robert F. Stephens 
Courthouse Plaza is flanked by the courthouses 
of U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of Kentucky, Fayette County District Court and 
Fayette County Circuit Court. The plaza and its 
system of fountains also serves as a popular event 
and gathering space in the center of downtown.

BINGHAM GREENEBAUM DOLL LLP
300 West Vine Street
Suite 1200
Lexington, K  0507
859  231-8500

BGDlegal.com

Bingham Greenebaum 
Doll LLP has served the 
legal and business needs 
of clients for more than 
a century, providing 
transactional, litigation, tax 
and government-related 
services to clients across a 
variety of industries and 
business sectors. The firm also provides estate 
planning and other services to individuals and 
non-profits.

P. Brandon 
Gross,
Managing 
Partner, 
Lexington 
Office



Lexington Louisville Cincinnati Jasper Evansville Indianapolis

859.231.8500
BGDlegal.com

It’s an idea catcher.  A glimpse of the future.  A spark of imagination captured in the moment.  At 
Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP, we help companies like yours bring those ideas to life, past all of the 
obstacles and objections that can extinguish innovation before it begins.  Because we’re more than 
a law firm, we’re a business partner.  A deep well of expertise, and a constant source of guidance for 
over a century...with more than a few ideas of our own.  Whether your company is facing a game-
changing opportunity or a daunting challenge, the team at BGD has the experience you need to move 
forward.  If you want more for your business, enlist a partner who’s more than a law firm.  Call us today 
at 859.231.8500  or visit BGDlegal.com to get us on your side.

This is more than a napkin.
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oes our fir  han le ore 
business deals, transfers of assets/
businesses or passing the torch 
from Boomers to new retirees?
Thomas Flanigan, Member, McBrayer: 
We still deal more with formation of 
businesses than succession plans as Boomers 
retire, but lately we have seen an uptick in 
the mergers and acquisitions that we handle. 
This might be correlative to the retirement 
of a large generation of entrepreneurs, but 
it’s more likely to the result of a stronger 
economy in recent years.  

David Owen, Member, Dickinson 
Wright: On the transactional side we’re 
seeing a lot of activity. On the litigation side, 
we saw a downturn when the economy 
turned downward, but what happens with 
litigation when you see change is you have 
more litigation. When things are stable, 
nothing really changes. When it’s either a 
flat market or a booming market, you don’t 
see a lot of litigation. But when you go from 
stagnant to booming or booming to stagnant, 
when people get out of position, you see 
more disputes. 

But we have a steady group of what 
I would call dispute litigation. Estate 
planning because of all the tax changes 
and other changes going on, we’re seeing 
a lot of activity there, as well. 

In July 2018, SCOTUS decided in 
the Janus vs. AFSCME case for no 
union fees for nonmembers. How 
has that impacted Kentucky?
Cynthia Effinger, Senior Attorney, 
McBrayer: It’s important to note at the 
outset that the Janus case concerned only 
public unions – unions of government 
employees – so the scope in Kentucky is 
limited, although this could impact unions 
of state and local employees such as teachers. 
With that said, Kentucky was already a 
“right to work” state, which prohibits unions 
from collecting fees from non-members in a 
“closed shop.” The impact of the Janus case 
here will be minimal. 

Earlier this year, Facebook CEO 
Mark ucker erg testifie  efore 
Congress about privacy. What 
parallels are there in Kentucky, 
either in cyber privacy or in the 
protection of intellectual property?
William George, Senior Attorney, 
McBrayer: Kentucky individuals and 
businesses continue to be targeted by cyber 
pirates from around the globe. Unfortunately, 
these cyber pirates are often successful in 
holding hostage critical data and personally 
identifiable information. Kentucky 
businesses must take cyber security seriously 
and utilize all software and engineers 
to ensure that critical data is adequately 
encrypted and thoroughly protected. In 
Kentucky, KRS 365.732 governs the process 
when unencrypted personal identifiable 
information is breached, requiring businesses 
and individuals who hold the information 
to ensure timely and adequate notification 
to individuals whose personal identifiable 
information has been compromised. 
Remember, that certain data you provide to 
financial or healthcare institutions can also 
be protected through the Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act and HIPAA, respectively. The best 
way to avoid having your data breached and 
held ransom is to use common sense and to 
protect your data through the utilization of 
cyber security firms and software.  

David Owen, Member, Dickinson 
Wright: Zuckerberg, it seemed to me, was 
talking about the actions of Cambridge 
Analytics, which were clearly devious, but 
I’m not sure they violated the cyber laws. 
And nobody stole intellectual property. So, 
when we’re talking about cybersecurity 
and intellectual property, I’m not really 
sure Zuckerberg’s issues really resonate in 
that area. There are still laws that prevent 
conversion of intellectual property and 
there are certainly still cyber privacy issues 
that exist, predominantly in the retail 
world where you have a lot of financial 
information for your customers, credit 
cards, or in healthcare with social security 
numbers. Those are two areas you see a 
lot of it. But I’m not sure Zuckerberg really 
impacts that. But it’s clearly a hot topic. You 
can’t go to any company board of directors 
or executive seminar where cybersecurity 
isn’t one of the topics. 

Central Kentucky’s wealth of legal firms 
have a thorough line of services.

Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP
bgdlegal.com
Boehl Stopher & Graves LLP
bsg-law.com
Bowles Rice McDavid Graff & Love LLP
bowlesrice.com

Delcotto Law Group PLLC
dlgfirm.com
Dickinson Wright PLLC
dickinson-wright.com
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
dinslaw.com
Fogle Keller Walker PLLC
fkw-law.com
Fowler Bell PLLC
fowlerlaw.com
Frost Brown Todd LLC
frostbrowntodd.com
Gess Mattingly & Atchison PSC
gmalaw.com
Golden & Walters PLLC
wmrdefense.com
Goss Samford PLLC
gosssamfordlaw.com
Harris Federal Law Firm
federaldisability.com
Jackson Kelly PLLC
jacksonkelly.com
Kinkead & Stilz PLLC
ksattorneys.com
Landrum & Shouse LLP
landrumshouse.com
McBrayer
mmlk.com
Miller, Griffin & Marks PS
horselaw.com
Morgan & Pottinger PSC
morganandpottinger.com
Rose Grasch Camenisch Mains PLLC
rgcmlaw.com
Steptoe & Johnson PLLC
steptoe-johnson.com
Stites & Harbison PLLC
stites.com
Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC
skofirm.com
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney PLLC
sturgillturner.com
Ward, Hocker & Thornton PLLC
whtlaw.com
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs LLP
wyattfirm.com l

DICKINSON WRIGHT PLLC
300 West ine St., Suite 1700
Lexington K  0507
859  899-8707

dickinsonwright.com

As an attorney in Dickinson 
Wright’s Lexington office, 
Emma’s practice includes 
helping clients resolve 
business and commercial 
disputes. She has successfully 
represented clients on 
matters involving commercial 
and residential real estate, 
construction and construction defects, leaseholds, 
trade secrets, environmental and toxic torts, trusts 
and estates, and contracts.

Emma R. 
Wolfe,
Member,
Dickinson 
Wright PLLC

Dickinson Wright opened its Lexington office in 2015 
and is home to more than 12 attorneys who are 
recognized as leaders in their field by Best Lawyers in 
America and Kentucky Super Lawyers. 
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BUSINESS SERVICES

BY ABBY LAUB

THE modern workplace is chock 
full of opportunities to streamline 
resources, utilize data to make 

money, speed up communication and 
understand future outcomes. But these 
benefits also present some unique 
challenges: things like cyber security, data 
headaches and technology breakdowns. 

But thanks to top notch technology 
firms and good old-fashioned business 
skills, Central Kentucky’s businesses big 
and small can run smoothly.

Joe Danaher, vice president of service 
at Lexington-based Integrity IT, said one 
of the biggest trends the firm has seen 
among its clients is the move to “hybrid 
environments where they are retaining on-
premise servers but they are also migrating 
some applications to the cloud.”

Updating technology – whether that 
is moving to cloud based environments 
or installing new security measures or 
simply overhauling employee workspaces 
to improve productivity – is a big sticking 

point for CEOs of large operations and 
startups alike, and Danaher said one of 
the biggest examples of where that plays 
out is when clients move their email 
from an on-premise server to Office 
365, which is hosted in the cloud by 
Microsoft. He noted that Integrity IT will 
often manage this migration for its clients 
and monitor ongoing security to prevent 
hacking and data backups to avoid loss 
of important information in the event of 
a crash. 

“Security has also been a growing 
concern for many clients and we are 
having more companies contact us after 
they have had a serious breach,” he said. 
“The biggest compromises continue to 
be from phishing and specifically from 
business email compromise.”

Dean Auger, executive vice president 
of Data Center Solutions at Lexington-
based SIS, said cyber security sometimes 
is a matter of listening to your gut.   

“Go with your gut, and if something 
doesn’t feel right, don’t open it,” Auger 
said. “There is a lot of hacking going on 
out there. We are constantly pushing 
people to learn about how to protect 
against it.”

Staying ahead of threats
He said SIS helps its customers identify 
weak areas in terms of security and even 
training staff to identify threats. 

Danaher added that they find 
themselves explaining the sophistication 
of threats to clients so they can stay ahead 
of the curve. 

“We find ourselves still working to 
explain to clients why a firewall and 
antivirus are not enough to combat 
the risks in today’s cybersecurity 
environment,” he said. “We have 

Keeping companies streamlined and solvent
Central Kentucky’s business solutions experts cater to everyone, big or small

KENTUCKY EMPLOYERS’  
MUTUAL INSURANCE (KEMI)
250 West Main Street, Suite 900, 
Lexington, K  0507-172
859  25-7800

kemi.com

Kentucky Employers’ Mutual 
Insurance (KEMI) is the 
largest provider of workers’ 
compensation insurance 
in Kentucky, providing 
coverage to more than 
23,000 policyholders in all 
120 counties of the state. 
We provide exceptional 
underwriting, safety education and claims services 
to our policyholders. This, combined with 
our competitive pricing, responsible financial 
management and a focus on innovation makes 
KEMI the provider of choice for Kentucky 
businesses. We are proud to have earned and 
maintained an “excellent” rating by A.M. Best.

on Stewart, 
President/C O

Integrity IT specializes in cyber security, managed 
services and project management in nearly 
all sectors of business with a strong history 
in healthcare. THE CLUB AT 

UK’S SPINDLETOP HALL
3 l  lron Works Pike
Lexington, K  0511
859  255-2777

spindletophall.org

THE HILARY J. 
BOONE CENTER 
500 Rose St.
Lexington, K  050
859  257-1133

boonecenter.uky.edu

The Hilary J. Boone Center 
at the University of Kentucky 
and The Club at UK’s 
Spindletop Hall serve the 
University, Lexington, and 
surrounding communities. 

The Boone Center is perfectly situated 
between the Singletary Center for the Arts, 
and the new Academic Science Building on 
Rose Street. With beautiful décor, as well as 
ample outdoor space that includes a courtyard 
AND gated terrace, the club hosts corporate 
functions, weddings, and more. Spindletop Hall 
is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. As such, it provides the fairytale setting 
for weddings in the classical mansion, as well 
as an ideal space for business events complete 
with complimentary high-speed internet and 
all other technological needs for meetings. 
With something for everyone, recreational 
opportunities abound in a perfectly serene 
environment for members, including swimming, 
tennis, basketball, Pickleball, croquet, and more, 
with upscale casual dining poolside and in 
Roxie’s, the member dining room.

Gerald H. 
Marvel, CCM, 
COO/GM, The 
Club at UK’s 
Spindletop 
Hall, GM,
The Hilary J. 
Boone Center
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developed a robust Managed Security 
Services offering with talented and 
experienced engineers who manage more 
advanced security tools like Intrusion 
Prevention and Detection Systems; security 
information and event management 
systems (SIEM); internet content filters; 
and sophisticated spam filters. We also 
continue to provide Security Awareness 
training to help our clients staff join IT as 
part of the solution to keeping a network 
secure and protecting valuable data.”

Clients who are exclusively cloud-
based also have their own set of security 
challenges to deal with, a topic on which 
Danaher said Integrity IT’s staff constantly 
works to stay educated. 

“We tell our clients it’s really not 
a matter of if you will have a security 
incident, it’s when and how prepared 
you are to respond will help determine 
the impact to your business,” he said. 
“We work to not only provide security 
but also to have a well-planned and 
tested incident response plan for our 
clients. Most clients never really consider 
a security incident as a potential disaster 
recovery situation so there is lot of client 
education that is ongoing in this area.”

Integrity IT has a lot of healthcare 
clients, so keeping information private and 
safe is crucially important. Their firm also 
is growing its legal services clientele. The 
company has about 33 people on it staff. 

SIS also has some longtime clients in 
healthcare, namely Kindred Healthcare. 
For 23 years it has helped the healthcare 
services company stay on top of its data 
and technology needs. 

“Most of our clients we’ve had for 
over 20 years,” said SIS CEO Steve Sigg, 
adding that new clients are equally as 
important. Locally other SIS clients 
include University of Kentucky and 

LinkBelt. “Our focus (for our clients) is 
around the data center.”

Some of this still involves educating 
clients on what’s possible with cloud 
based services, he said, adding that “it’s 
an idea that can live in a place.”

Other clients use SIS and firms like it 
to increase their bottom line and do more 
with less. 

Better technology 
creates better outcomes
“I think that in today’s world our clients 
are utilizing technology to create business 
outcomes that maybe they wouldn’t 
have utilized technology for previously,” 
Sigg said. “That’s happening because of 

SIS
1 5 Barr St. 
Lexington, K  0507
859  977- 7 7 

ThinkSIS.com
 

SIS proudly serves Kentucky, 
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and 
West Virginia with a focus 
on Data Center and Cloud 
Solutions. We’re at our 
best when we understand 
our client’s business from 
end-to-end. This deep 
knowledge allows us to 
identify and resolve pain 
points and develop long-term partnerships that 
produce seamless results. These deep client 
partnerships permit SIS to deliver meaningful 
solutions throughout the entirety of the digital 
transformation journey, from mainstream 
enterprise technologies to forward-looking and 
next generation platforms.

Steve Sigg, 
C O, SIS

Hippo Manager provides a new cloud-based 
veterinary practice management software that is 
HIPAA compliant. 
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the ability to do the analytics around 
the data, and as they’re consuming and 
capturing data from lots of different 
aspects of the business then they are 
really understanding that data and then 
driving to different business outcomes.”

Auger added that companies can gain a 
competitive advantage if they leverage the 
information they have and use technology 
to its full potential. Sometimes this means 
creating automation to save money on 
manpower, setting up alerts to catch system 
failures, or being able to deliver products 
or services to clients faster. These practices 
have applications in every business sector 

from manufacturing to creative services, a 
big one being lean manufacturing. SIS has 
a team of “automation engineers” to make 
these objectives happen.

At another local company that does a 
lot of printing, SIS installed sensors and 
better monitoring and reading of toner 
levels to save money on ink and time 
with preventative maintenance. 

Moving forward, SIS is building its 
analytics and IOT practice. 

“We really believe that understanding 
the data, being able to manage it and the 
automation around all of that is a huge, 
huge need in the marketplace,” he said. 
“If we can help those clients around 
analytics and the internal processes they 
can improve their outcomes.”

Services for four-legged friends
Business Services can also benefit 
businesses that help pets. Hippo 
Manager, a new cloud-based veterinary 
practice management software, originated 
from several strategic moves. 

“Building our software from the 
ground up, we were able to comply with 
all human security and privacy guidelines 
set forth by the HIPAA act and have 
been able to create veterinary software 
that is actually HIPAA compliant,” said 

Hippo Manager Communication and 
Marketing Director Rebecca Price. “Being 
in the veterinary industry and not human 
health, being ‘HIPAA compliant’ and 
using our software for animal health, 
HIPAA/HIPPO made sense.”

Hippo Manager also “recognized that 
the market is cluttered with veterinary 
practice management software solutions 
that all use some form of ‘vet’ in their name, 
allowing for little brand recognition and 
differentiation,” she said. “So, in combining 
the security and privacy standards our 
veterinary software was built with and 
aligning it with an animal health market 
looking for practice management solutions, 
Hippo Manager was born.”

Similar to human services, there is 
a trend in practice consolidation into 
corporate groups in the pet services industry. 
Lexington proved to be the perfect place for 
Hippo to launch its new service.  

“It’s a great city that offers tons of 
amenities comparable to cities that are 
much larger,” Price noted. “With a highly 
educated workforce, it lets us ‘punch out 
of class’ without the drawbacks of a more 
expensive labor market. Lexington has 
a booming software community and we 
wanted to stay here to grow with it.”

And the marketplace is ready for 

I T ’ S  T I M E  T O  
G I V E  Y O U R  
B U S I N E S S  

T E C H N O L O G Y  
T H E  S E C U R I T Y  
I T  D E S E R V E S . M A N A G E D  S E R V I C E S

M A N A G E D  S E C U R I T Y

H E A L T H C A R E  I T

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E M E N T

I N T E G R I T Y K Y . C O M

TRUSTED TECHNOLOGY.

STRONGER SECURITY.

BETTER BUSINESS.

INTEGRITY IT
3080 Harrodsburg Road
Suite 10
Lexington, K  0503
859  253- 28

Integrityky.com
 

We specialize in Cyber 
Security, Managed Services 
and Project Management in 
nearly all sectors of business 
with a strong history in 
Healthcare. Our expertise strengthens and 
protects your organization, customers and 
brand. Our solutions help your business reach 
its maximum potential. Trusted Technology. 
Stronger Security. Better Business.

Phillip Miller, 
President 
Integrity IT
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M A N A G E D  S E C U R I T Y

H E A L T H C A R E  I T

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E M E N T

I N T E G R I T Y K Y . C O M

TRUSTED TECHNOLOGY.

STRONGER SECURITY.

BETTER BUSINESS.

the pet-related service. With more than 
2 million patients served from nearly 
300 practices in 19 countries and more 
than 300 million in inventory sales, 
Hippo Manager is poised for triple-digit 
percentage growth through 2019.

Startup help
Sometimes even the best business services 
ideas need help to get off the ground, 
and Price said the region’s services 
helped their company grow. Hippo 
Manager received “considerable help from 
numerous groups in the community,” 
she said. Its support network included 
the Kentucky Innovation Network, 
Bluegrass Angels, Kentucky Science and 
Technology Corporation, Awesome Inc., 
and Dinsmore Shohl for legal advice. 

All of them “have greatly contributed 
to our success, without their support we 
wouldn’t have been able to achieve what 
we have,” Price said.

More businesses will continue to 
need startup support and services as the 
economy continues to grow in Central 
Kentucky and beyond. 

Lexington and Central Kentucky 
has one of the nation’s most educated 
populations, with 40 percent of those 25 
years or older have at least a bachelor’s 

Making hiring EZ

THE all-new EZgig is a gig economy staffing app that lets employers offer jobs and workers 
accept the work with their smartphones. Some 1,300 candidate employees came into the 
EZgig portal in the first 12 weeks. It facilitates the process of hiring temporary employees by 

vetting and activating employers and employees alike for specific jobs that require an understanding 
of and ability to perform specific tasks and skills. EZgig is based in Lexington. 
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degree and 19 percent an advanced 
degree. As a result, the city is emerging 
as a technology services and startup 
town but also because city, civic and 
commercial leaders, along with non-profit 
business incubators, focus on attracting 
and assisting high-tech companies. A 
variety of financial and development 
incentives also support creations of these 
new, high-paying, sustainable jobs.

In 2013, Lexington became the 
second city in Kentucky, behind 
Louisville, to create its own economic 
development fund. The $1 million 
Lexington Jobs Fund was set up to 
attract and retain high-tech jobs via 
loan for up to $250,000. And the award 
winning Commerce Lexington has its 
own set of business services to support 
startups and “old timers” alike, including 
several incentive and funding sources 
geared toward tech companies.

The region is home to specialty 
networking and creative groups 
like IN2LEX, Bluegrass Biotech, 
RunJumpDev and more. And co-
working spaces, like the newly expanded 
Base 110 in the heart of downtown 
Lexington, offer businesses and sole 
proprietors new ways to do business 
without steep overhead office fees. l

High tech Space Tango in Lexington 
facilitates microgravity research and innovative 
microsatellite manufacturing. Co-founder and C O 
Twyman Clements was named to Fast Company’s 
Most Creative People in Business list for 2018. 
He was recognized for driving the creation of 
a new industry for research, bioengineering 
and manufacturing in low arth orbit. Making 
experimenting in space more accessible and 
affordable, Space Tango recently installed two 
automated TangoLab facilities on the International 
Space Station that provide near real-time data to 
users who control them from Earth. 

“I think that in today’s world 
our clients are utilizing 
technology to create business 
outcomes that maybe 
they wouldn’t have utilized 
technology for previously. 
That’s happening because of 
the ability to do the analytics 
around the data, and as they’re 
consuming and capturing data 
from lots of different aspects 
of the business then they are 
really understanding that data 
and then driving to different 
business outcomes.”  

— Steve Sigg, CEO, SIS

Taking it high tech to support enterprise

IT’S not news that Central Kentucky’s business services firms are taking it to the next level with their 
technology offerings, providing services for business locally and globally. But their ranks continue 
to grow, and city and regional leaders are working hard to increase the area’s knowledge economy 

while giving better services to those already doing business here. Sometimes this means providing 
new innovation for corporations, and other times it means providing space for research to formulate 
better practices. 

In some cases, this even means using outer space to improve life and business. Based in 
Lexington, Space Tango’s mission is to utilize the microgravity environment as a “new frontier 
for discovery and innovation”. Space Tango explores it with different industries, ultimately to 
improve life on earth. In March of 2018 the University of Kentucky partnered with Space Tango to 
send UK research into space. An agreement between Space Tango and UK’s Office of Technology 
Commercialization (OTC) formalized shared income from technology resulting from microgravity 
research. By working together, the company and university seek to maximize commercial pathways 
for UK inventors in life sciences and biomedicine.

Another innovator in the Lexington tech scene is MakeTime, which connects CNC machine 
tooling shops and customers with small-batch and specialty jobs. The company became so 
successful so quickly that in July 2018 Xometry, the nation’s largest on-demand manufacturing 
platform, announced its acquisition of MakeTime. The acquisition brought together the country’s 
two top manufacturing network platforms, and the combined company will operate under the 
Xometry brand name while keeping offices in Maryland and Kentucky. The acquisition allows 
Xometry to grow its national partner network of manufacturers from 1,100 to over 2,300 while 
gaining MakeTime’s enterprise product expertise and features their Autodesk Fusion add-in and 
Shop Advantage program. 

Central Kentucky’s entrepreneurs continually prove their innovative ideas and bold risk-taking 
are paying off, but often times they need support as they are starting out. An increasing number of 
centers are opening to help small businesses, creatives and sole proprietors get a leg up. Sometimes 
this means business advice, loans or simply an affordable place to open up shop. Open less than 
two years and already expanding, one example is downtown Lexington’s Base110. The space 
was founded by local business people and offers month-to-month leasing options and top notch 
amenities to creatives and tech specialists alike. Base110 also hosts helpful events like Startup 
Advantage and networking opportunities. 

Other longtime shared office spaces and support networks include Base163, Awesome Inc., The 
Plantory and Your SMARTOFFICE Solution. There are even specific services designed to help the 
region’s agricultural needs and equip farmers with tools to succeed and do business. The premiere 
example is Blue Grass Stockyards, the 70-plus-year-old business in Fayette County that rebuilt 
after fire destroyed its building that generated $600 million a year in business. It is the largest cattle 
market group east of the Mississippi River. 
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REAL ESTATE & CONSTRUCTION

B  KATHI  STAMPS

It’s been a hot year for Central Kentucky 
real estate and commercial construction in 
2018, an indication the region’s economic 

engine is engaged and gaining speed.
In May 2018, the US Equestrian 

Federation broke ground at the Kentucky 
Horse Park on its new 35,000-s.f. office 
building with Lexington-based companies 
chosen for design (integrity/Architecture) 
and construction (D.W. Wilburn).

Lexington Center Corp. broke ground 
July on a $241 million replacement and 
expansion of the Lexington Convention 
Center – giving it a dramatic glass 
exterior that will engage iconic Rupp 
Arena with the downtown core.

Designed by NBBJ Architects of 
Los Angeles and Lexington-based EOP 
Architects, the construction contract was 

awarded to the Lexington office of Messer 
Construction Co., whose headquarters 
is in Cincinnati. The new 200,000-s.f. 
Lexington Convention Center will offer 
half of that in exhibition space, a quarter 
in hospitality space, and the other 
25 percent in roughly equal areas for 
meetings and ballrooms. The project will 
have new public plaza and park gathering 
spots, two of which are already named as 
the “Cat Walk” and the “Gorge.”

Aggressive approach
Long Construction Management, a design-
build construction firm focusing on 
commercial and industrial construction 
projects, recently completed Marikka’s 
Restaurant (and volleyball complex) in 
Lexington, as well as a pharmaceutical 
manufacturing facility for CreoSalus in 
Louisville and Blue Grass Airport’s new 
community hangar for the airport’s west side 
general aviation expansion. 

“After the economic recession of 2009, 
we intentionally remained small,” said 
construction company owner Linden 
Long. “We maintained a reasonable 
overhead of confident, capable staff that 
executed some impressive projects each 
year, but we didn’t have confidence that 
the economy would allow us to sustain 
an increase in our sales volume and 
overhead.”

In 2016, Long Construction shifted 
gears and began an aggressive marketing 
campaign with the goal to double sales 
volume by 2020. 

“Our intent was to make sure that 
when anyone in Central Kentucky had 
a commercial or industrial design-build 
project, Long Construction Management 
was one of the first firms that came to 
their mind,” Long said.

Multihundred-million dollar makeovers
Downtown Lexington skyline looks dramatically different as City Center nears completion

MILESTONE REALTY 
CONSULTANTS
Lexington and Georgetown
859  2 5-1179

milestoneky.com

Milestone Realty Consultants 
is Central Kentucky’s largest 
locally owned and operated 
real estate company, with 
offices in Lexington and 
Georgetown. Milestone 
attributes its success to attracting highly 
experienced, real estate professionals who 
are dedicated to superior customer service. 
Milestone agents are committed to providing 
professional, efficient, and ethical service 
within our areas of expertise.

Mike Wheatley, 
Principal 
Broker

WALDEN MORTGAGE GROUP
MLS  1 01
MLS  52

Lexington, Louisville, and 
Knoxville
859  51 -

waldenmg.com

Walden Mortgage Group 
is a Kentucky mortgage 
lender based in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Whether you’re 
in Central, Eastern or Western Kentucky; 
whether you’re looking for an FHA, VA, KHC 
or conventional loan, Walden Mortgage is the 
source for local mortgage loan solution. We 
represent a wide variety of local and national 
lenders with a complete menu of programs to 
serve our customer’s needs.

Mike Dunn, 
ice President

Lexington Center Corp. broke ground uly 2018 
on a 2 1 million replacement and expansion of 
the Lexington Convention Center, whose dramatic 
glass exterior will engage iconic Rupp Arena 
with the downtown core. The center will tie into 
plans for Town Branch Commons, a pedestrian 
connector, park and green space. More than 00 
million in construction is underway downtown, 
including the Town Branch Commons park and 
greenway, the multiuse City Centre project, 
ongoing reinvention of the Distillery District and 
work on a downtown movie complex across the 
street from Rupp Arena. The convention project 
is scheduled for completion in ovember 2021 
and will include a total of more than 200,000 s.f. of 
space, including a 100,000-s.f. main hall. 
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City Center changes the landscape
With the Webb Companies and Greer 
Companies as developers and D.W. 
Wilburn Construction as general 
contractor, plus numerous local 
subcontractors, the eye-popping City 
Center project is also Lexington-centric 
and is the hallmark of real estate and 
construction projects in Central Kentucky 
in 2018.

“It’s not an outside hotel company 
with a contractor; this is all homegrown 
Lexingtonian hospitality,” said 
Ralph Coldiron, City Center project 
coordinator. “This project is going to 
change downtown forever. Its amenities, 
its architecture, its concept will provide 
fun, entertainment and hospitality in 
a gigantic complex that’s operated by 
homegrown people. The $200 million 
investment in City Center strengthens all 
of downtown real estate.”

The project that started 10 years ago 
and emptied a block in the very center of 
downtown now has a completion timeline. 
And a name change: CentrePointe became 
City Center on April 19, 2018.

“We started construction on the 
garage December 2016,” said Dudley 
Webb, chairman and co-founder of 
Webb Companies. “It took almost a year 
to build the garage. The office building 
began first of this year.” 

The $45 million parking garage has a 
sophisticated drainage system involving 
two pumping stations to keep it dry. Three 
underground levels will provide 700 parking 

spaces. January 2019 is the expected open 
date of the 12-story office tower. Nine floors 
are for office space and the top three levels 
are condos. The building’s silver exterior 
glass is the same used on the Freedom Tower 
in New York City. 

In time for Derby Day 2019, a 10,500-
s.f. Jeff Ruby Steakhouse will open. Look 
for a “super” 3,200-s.f. Starbucks on the 
corner of Main and Limestone, and a new 

Greer Companies concept restaurant on 
Main and Upper.

The fall of 2019 will see the opening 
of a 12-floor Marriott and eight-story 
Residence Inn. From a design perspective, 
the 12-story Marriott tower has floor-to-
ceiling green glass. Five different colors 
of brick are being used throughout the 
entire City Center project.

“It’s going to be the most beautiful 
thing in Lexington,” said Phil Greer, 
real estate developer and CEO of Greer 
Companies. “Dudley and I are from 
Letcher County; so is Ralph. My son (Lee) 
and I love the project. We love Kentucky. 
We love Lexington.”

A hopping home market
The Lexington-Bluegrass Association of 
Realtors, or LBAR, has 3,200 member 
Realtors in 22 counties – soon to be 26, 
pending national approval of the Madison 
County Board of Realtors consolidating 
with LBAR. In the first half of 2018, LBAR 
members in Fayette Country represented 
2,384 residential sales totaling over $580 

REAL ESTATE & CONSTRUCTION

Above: University of Kentucky continues its 
multibillion-dollar building boom, including an 
all-new 200 million Gatton Student Center. The 
378,000-s.f. facility is a mix of tradition and modern 
and contains high-tech spaces for students and 
visitors while also showcasing history. It opened 
late summer 2018.

Right Also near campus, Target will open the 
retailer’s first small-format space to open in the 
state near the University of Kentucky campus in 
summer 2019. The store will occupy the 20,000-s.f. 
ground floor of Hub on Campus Lexington luxury 
apartment complex. 

Left  A 120-acre Richmond Centre in Richmond is 
the largest retail, multiuse development between 
Lexington and Knoxville, Tenn., and the premier 
regional shopping, entertainment and hospitality 
venue for south and central Kentucky. Its 750,000 
s.f. of retail space includes major retailers like 
Meijer, Belk, T  Maxx, PetsMart and many more.

Left Long an interesting tourist commodity but a 
complication for real estate dealmakers, the Kentucky 
Castle formerly known as Castle Post  is under new 
ownership dedicated to making it a win-win for real 
estate, economic development and tourism. ew 
additions include a farm-to-table restaurant, renovated 
luxury guest suites and revamped event space. 



million. From the same time period last 
year, this year’s median sales price was 
up 9 percent; with inventory falling, the 
number of sales was down 11 percent.

“It’s the tale of two markets,” said Mike 
Wheatley, principal broker of Milestone 
Realty. “Anything under $300,000 is in 
extremely tight supply in Lexington. There 
are more buyers than sellers. The rest of the 

market is normal, but it feels ‘bad’ to those 
folks in the $500,000 range.”

While a five- to six-month supply of 
homes is considered a balanced market 
(e.g., 100 houses selling at an average of 20 
per month for the preceding 12 months), 
Fayette County had a supply of less than 
one month (0.64) for June 2018 for homes 
priced between $100,000 and $200,000. 

“We’ve never had a market like that in 
my 25 years,” Wheatley said. “Scott County 
is doing phenomenal. Coming out of the 
recession, they had new construction lots 
that have all been absorbed. Developers are 
hustling to get new lots on line.”

New apartment construction is 
underway in Lexington with the 312-unit 
Springs at Hamburg and 100 new units 
at Ball Homes’ Brighton 3050 site near 
Hamburg. Another Ball development, 

The MarQ in Georgetown, will add 295 
apartment units by the beginning of 
2019. At mid-summer, the occupancy 
rate was 92.4 percent on 33,000 units 
surveyed, according to Ken Silvestri, 
owner and principal broker of Silvestri 
Real Estate.

“The Lexington apartment 
market will continue to benefit from 
modest employment growth and low 
unemployment rates,” he said. “The 
majority of apartment owners and 
investors are from out of state. Downtown 
Lexington is finally getting additional 
new units where demand is strong and 
supply has been low.” l

From start to finish, we strive  
to exceed expectations through  

every phase of the building process. 

And, as the area Butler Builder©,  
Long Construction Management  
offers an unmatched combination  
of efficiency, quality, and savings. 

Let’s talk about your next project.
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LONG CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT
P.O. Box 9108 5
Lexington, K  0591
longconstructionmgt.com
859  523-9 07

 
Long Construction 
Management offers design/
build, construction 
management and general 
contracting. With experience 
in complex, multimillion 
dollar projects, a commitment to the values 
of workmanship, stability, and integrity; we 
have developed a solid track record with our 
clients. You have many options to consider 
and decisions to make as you plan your new 
construction project. All will impact the 
appearance, functionality, and longevity of 
your new or expanding building. And since 
LCM is also a Butler Builder ®, we can offer 
even more options to help meet your project 
needs.  Take a closer look and you’ll see that 
Long Construction Management is the right 
company for your next construction project.

Linden Long,
Owner/
Member

Lexington-based developer Dudley Webb is 
spearheading the 200 million City Center in the 
city’s downtown.
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LOGISTICS & TRANSPORTATION

BY ABBY LAUB

A region known for an impressive 
manufacturing sector, a talented 
workforce, a great quality of life 

and an appealing tourism destination 
is nothing if it can’t move people and 
goods with ease and affordability. Central 
Kentucky has prime assets for car travel, 
commercial trucking, public buses, 
railcars and aircrafts, and also is home 
to pedestrian friendly trails to make 
navigation easy for anyone. 

The region is within a day’s drive or 
two-hour flight from two-thirds of the 
nation’s population, which is the world’s 
most important market. Situated at the 
intersection of Interstates 75 and 64, 
Lexington is an hour from both DHL 
Express’ global hub in Northern Kentucky 
and UPS Worldport in Louisville. 

These assets are a reason high-tech 
logistics startups like Longship can begin 
operations in Lexington and in a short 
time experience 225 percent annual 
growth. Founded in 2015 by Lexington 
natives Vice President of Sales Will 
Holton and President Kenny Schomp, 
Longship uses digital technology to 
sharpen the logistics game.

“Our technology and resources are 
top-of-the-line, and our personnel are 
some of the best in the business,” Schomp 
said. “We offer Beacon, a load-tracking 
service that provides live GPS updates to 
our customers to track all time-sensitive 
freight in real-time.”

Time sensitive is the name of the game 
when shipping perishable items, and 70 
percent of Longship’s truckloads contain 
produce or perishables of some kind. 

“A lot of other 3PLs (third-party 
logistics companies) will shy away from 
this freight because it is so intense to 
move, with a higher claims exposure than 
most other forms of freight that ship on a 
dry van or flatbed,” Schomp said.

The company works with everyone from 
potato shippers in Idaho, citrus shippers 
in Florida, watermelon shippers in Georgia 
and dry customers like mattress, steel and 
aluminum manufacturers.

Longship’s constantly adapting Load 
Manager software gives crew members 
top notch interface to command and 
control customer freight. 

Trucking is a huge slice of the logistics 
industry, and Schomp said last year 

the trucking industry hit $676 billion 
in revenues. He credits this unlimited 
market potential combined with a 
talented and hungry workforce in Central 
Kentucky as part of Longship’s growth. 

Trucks rely on roads, and Kentucky, 
like the rest of the United States, can 
use help updating its infrastructure. The 
good news is that in March 2018 six 
Kentucky community banks agreed to 
work together as charter members of the 
specialty $150 million Commonwealth 
Infrastructure Fund to finance public-
private partnerships (P3) in Kentucky.

CIF announced its existence last 
October with one overriding purpose: 
allowing Kentucky community banks to 
compete with huge national institutions 
that typically finance larger, multimillion-
dollar P3 projects. It also could mean 
better use of assets for private banks and 
better roads, bridges, buildings and more 
for public taxpayers. 

Growth at Blue Grass Airport
In the air, Blue Grass Airport is arguably 
one of the easiest airports in the 
nation to access and one of the most 
comfortable. It is also uniquely equipped 
to handle specialized equine travel 
and, conveniently, is located across the 
highway from Keeneland Race Course 
where horses are bought and sold. 

The airport boasts numerous nonstop 
flights to popular vacation destinations, 
and is spending $35 million to overhaul 

parking, hangars, baggage systems and 
other amenities. 

In August 2018, Blue Grass Airport 
celebrated the grand opening of 
WestLEX, a 12,000-s.f. facility for 
general (private) aviation aircraft owners. 
Staff at this facility will provide aircraft 
fueling services and towing assistance 
to/from hangars. Amenities include a 
comfortable lounge, flight planning area 
and conference room. The project is part 
of a $5 million investment by the Airport 
Board to support private aviation at the 
airport. 

A record number of travelers used Blue 
Grass Airport in 2016. Those 1,309,765 
passengers were a 5.5 percent increase over 
2015, the third consecutive year the airport 
has set a record traveler number.

Access to the airport is improved 
now that a key commercial section of 
nearby New Circle Road (Ky 4) from 
Versailles Road to Leestown Road recently 
underwent a $34.6 million rehab and 
widening to six lanes. This is central 
portion of the roadways that connect 
I-64/I-75 to the limited-access Blue Grass 
Parkway, which provides an interstate-
quality route from Lexington to the key 
I-65 corridor in Elizabethtown.

Stellar services by foot, freight or flight
Ample resources give Central Kentucky’s businesses and residents endless ways to get around

Founded in 2015, third-party logistics company 
Longship takes advantage of Kentucky’s prime 
location and provides the high-tech shipping 
management and services thanks to its Load 
Manager software. 



Public transportation in Lexington is 
facilitated by Lextran, which operates a 
fleet of more than 70 buses, some of which 
are fully electric, and other vehicles that 
service about 900 stops in Fayette County. 
In September 2017, Lextran received 
a $1 million grant through the Federal 
Transit Authority’s Low or No Emission 
Vehicle Program to purchase additional 
battery-powered buses and on-route 
charging stations – in coordination with the 
University of Kentucky’s ‘Blue Goes Green’ 

program, whose goal is a zero-emissions 
campus for transportation.

The region also is committed to making 
itself more bicycle and pedestrian friendly. 
On the north end of Fayette County, the 
popular Legacy Trail connects pedestrians 
from downtown Lexington via 12 miles 
of neighborhood greenspace and parks 
all the way to the Kentucky Horse Park. 
The former two-lane US 68 corridor in 
Jessamine County has become an almost 
exclusively bicycle path. Top quality 
pedestrian assets include longtime staples 
like Millennium Park in Danville, which 
includes three-and-a-half miles of trails.

Coming for pedestrians is the newly 
announced Town Branch Commons in 
Lexington. Officials just broke ground in 
July on the nearly $40 million project, a 
two-mile park and trail system that will 
stretch through downtown from just west 
of Rupp Arena to Isaac Murphy Memorial 
Art Garden on the east side. The trail 
follows the path of Lexington’s original 
water source (Town Branch). 

AIRPORTS
Blue Grass Airport
bluegrassairport.com
Capital City Airport
Frankfort – cca.ky.gov

Cynthiana-Harrison County Airport
ky0i8.com
Georgetown-Scott County Regional 
Airport
georgetown – scottcountyairport.com
Madison Airport
Richmond – madisonairportky.com
Stanton Airport
Stanton – airnav.com/airport/I50/
Stuart Powell Field
Danville – airnav.com/airport/KD K

GENERAL AVIATION
TAC Air
tacair.com/jet-a-at-tac-air-lex

BUS TRANSPORTATION
Greyhound
greyhound.com
Lextran
Lextran.com

RAIL SERVICES
Norfolk Southern Corp.
nscorp.com
CSX Corp.
csx.com 
R.J. Corman Railroad Group
Nicholasville – rjcorman.com l

LONGSHIP
1051 ewtown Pike 
Suite 160
Lexington, K  0505
855  0-2828

longship.us

Longship is a third-party 
logistics (3PL) company 
specializing in over-the-road 
truckloads of fresh, frozen, 
and dry shipments. On-time 
delivery is their top priority. 
Through hard work and common sense, 
Longship has developed into an efficient and 
trustworthy transportation source for carriers 
and shippers throughout the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico. With steady growth and 
an advantageous business model, Longship 
plans to expand and will continue to provide 
uncompromising service and partnerships to 
our diverse cliental. 

Kenny Ray 
Schomp,
President, 
Longship
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UTILITIES

BY ROBERT HADLEY

CENTRAL Kentuckians have always 
enjoyed lower than the national 
average in utilities costs for both 

residential and commercial rates, and 
Kentucky was at the forefront of the 
rhetorical battle over saving coal jobs during 
the last presidential election. Since then, 
however, the state has emerged as a player 
in the solar and renewable energy game.

Last November, East Kentucky Power 
Cooperatives, 16 member-owned electric 
cooperatives serving more than 1 million 
Kentucky residents in 87 counties, 
completed its 60-acre solar farm in Clark 
County. Operated by East Kentucky 
Power Cooperative, the solar farm offered 
consumers a ground-floor opportunity to 
license one of its more than 30,000 solar 
panels for just $460 per panel. Good for 25 
years, the licenses entitled their buyers to 
an energy rebate equivalent to how much 
energy the panel delivered back to the grid.

“Response to the Cooperative Solar 
program has been tremendous,” said Nick 
Comer, external affairs manager for EKPC. 
“Cooperative members have the option to 
participate in renewable energy and many 
are taking advantage of that opportunity. “

Nationwide, solar energy has seen 
growing implementation. Additionally 
there has been an overall 60 percent 
reduction in the costs of solar panels 
and other associated hardware just since 
2010, as the Energy Department reports.

An indication of solar power’s rising 
viability is that one of the hottest issues 
in the 2018 Kentucky General Assembly 
session turned out to be reimbursement 
rates for the excess power private panels 
feed back into the grid. The term for such 
reimbursement plans is net metering. There 
is still debate on best practices, but the 
consensus remains that new utilities options 
need to be explored, and Central Kentucky 
businesses are taking up the charge.

The Kentucky Conservation Committee 
cites statistics that show solar energy jobs 
were up 20 percent in Kentucky between 
2015 and 2016.  

Kentucky Utilities
With solar energy offering the potential to 
lessen coal dependence and create jobs, 
it’s no wonder that Kentucky Utilities also 
offers a solar program.

The J.D. Power Customer Service 
award-winning energy provider operates 
the E.W. Brown Generating Station in 
Harrodsburg. The site is capable of 
generating “749 megawatts of electricity, 
more than one-fifth of KU’s total 
capacity,” according to its website.

In 2016, a 50-acre solar farm featuring 
44,000 panels capable of producing 10 
megawatts came online at the Harrodsburg 
facility. Projections are that this will send 
energy to up to 1,500 residential customers 
when its full power production of 19,000 
megawatts is reached.

LG&E and KU trace a long 
involvement in sustainable energy, 
including two Ohio River hydroelectric 
facilities since the 1920s, Pratt said.

In an effort to expand their renewable 
energy offerings, LG&E and KU recently 
launched an initiative to allow businesses to 
invest in solar panels to defray energy costs.  

Wealth of options
Central Kentucky utility customers 
benefit from innovation and low cost that, 
combined with the variety of services 
offered, is hard to find anywhere else. 
Ample, low-priced water is one of them.  

Kentucky American Water, a 
subsidiary of investor-owned American 
Water, provides water to almost 130,000 
customers in 11 counties including 
Fayette. The company recently completed 
$1.5 million in water main replacements 
in downtown Lexington. Projects like 
this are part of the company’s ongoing 
water system improvement efforts to 
ensure quality, reliable water service for 
its customers and total about $20 million 
annually. 

In June 2018, Kentucky American 
Water received national recognition 
for its demonstrated commitment to 
exceptional water treatment operations. 
The company’s Kentucky River Station 
I and Richmond Road Station water 
treatment facilities in Lexington received 
prestigious 20-Year Directors Award 
recognition from the Partnership for 
Safe Water, an alliance of the American 
Water Works Association (AWWA), the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), the Association of Metropolitan 
Water Agencies, the Association of State 
Drinking Water Administrators, the 
National Association of Water Companies 
and the Water Research Foundation. 

These two facilities are among just 14 
treatment plants across the country to 
achieve this 20-year distinction. l

Renewable energy is a hot ticket
Utilities customers enjoy low prices and innovative offerings

LG&E AND KU
1 Quality Street
Lexington, K  0507
800  981-0 00

lge-ku.com

Named seven times as one 
of the top 10 utilities in 
the country for economic 
development by international 
economic development 
magazine, Site Selection, Louisville Gas and 
Electric Company and Kentucky Utilities 
Company, continue to offer ideal conditions 
for doing business, even as the energy industry 
evolves. LG&E and KU maintain rates 15-25 
percent below the national average and a diverse 
mix of generation sources of coal, natural gas, 
hydroelectric and solar. 

LG&E and KU work with state and local 
economic development personnel, attracting 
new and expanding businesses to Kentucky. The 
utilities’ offer an economic development rate as well 
as sustainable offerings, such as a Business Solar 
program and electric vehicle recharging stations to 
incentivize business growth and development.

Paul Thompson, 
Chairman/C O,  
LG  and KU

An employee inspects some of the 5,000-plus 
solar panels at the LG /KU 10 megawatt solar 
power plant on 50 acres at the utility’s .W. Brown 
Generating Station in Mercer County.



lanereport.com A Complete Community 53

EDUCATION

B  KATHI  STAMPS

IN Central Kentucky, grade schools have 
a renewed focus on preparing students 
for college and workforce readiness, 

while post-secondary institutions are 
infusing capital expenditures into new 
and expanded instructional buildings and 
other infrastructure.

In fall 2017, Ford Motor Co. named 
Lexington one of its 40 “Next Generation 
Learning” communities. There is no 
funding for the NGL initiative, but Ford 
is now a “thought partner” with Fayette 
County Public Schools and has helped 
guide the process of establishing The 
Academies of Lexington. Three high 
schools — Bryan Station, Frederick 
Douglass and Tates Creek — now have 
NGL programs including an academy of 
engineering, mathematics and robotics 
and an academy of health sciences.

Also, since early 2017, Junior 
Achievement of the Bluegrass has 
helped 7,619 students in Fayette and 
surrounding counties experience business 
learning through its “JA BizTown” for 
fifth-graders and “JA Finance Park” for 
students in grades 7 to 12. Storefront 
partners for JA BizTown on Spurr Road 
include Chick-fil-A, Forcht Bank, 
iHeart Media, Keeneland, Kentucky 
Coal Association, KentuckyOne Health, 
Kentucky Society of CPAs, Kentucky 
Utilities, Lexington Herald-Leader, 
Scanlon Family Philanthropy Center, 
Toyota, UK HealthCare, University of 
Kentucky, UPS and WLEX-TV (LEX18).

Providing solid education for young 
students propels them to greater heights 
as they think about life post high school 

graduation – and Central Kentucky has 
stellar options for them to continue their 
learning.

For more than a decade, math and 
science students at Asbury University in 
Wilmore have achieved a 100 percent 
acceptance rate for graduate school. 
The school raised nearly $20 million 
to build a new Collaborative Learning 
Center to house programs in business, 
health, math and science. Asbury is the 
only university in America with a police 
horse training program conducted by 
the students as part of its top-notch 
equine studies. As of fall 2018, Asbury 
has two new master of fine arts degrees, 
screenwriting and film & television 
production, and an online bachelor’s 
degree in social work.

A little farther south in Danville, 
Centre College in March 2018 had 
already surpassed its $200 million 
capital campaign goal as part of the 
Third Century Campaign. Centre’s 

Brilliant minds, leading programs
Region’s educators improving facilities to elevate already-impressive outcomes

astern Kentucky University in Richmond broke ground in anuary 2018 on its new student recreation and 
wellness center. The 130,000-s.f. facility will be adjacent to a soon-to-be-renovated Student Union and is 
expected to open in fall 2019. The building add to what has become a period of incredible school growth, 
including new residence halls that opened in fall 2017. Three years ago KU introduced a plan to launch the most 
comprehensive campus upgrades in more than 50 years. 

Left  A rendering shows the new Collaborative 
Learning Center at Asbury University in Wilmore. 
The planned 82,000-s.f. space will include 20 labs, 
13 classrooms, an auditorium and 0 faculty offices. 
Anticipated to cost 25 million, the project was 
announced in 2015 after the school’s largest single 
gift in its 125-year history of 8 million. 

Above unior Achievement of the Bluegrass 
is a volunteer-delivered, K-12 program that 
foster work-readiness, entrepreneurship and 
financial literacy skills. Based on the national 
unior Achievement model, it utilizes tools like A 
BizTown, part of an economic education program 
that provides a hands-on learning for upper 
elementary school students. Prior to their visit 
to A BizTown, students spend 11 hours in the 
classroom on objectives that teach them about 
an economy, writing checks, keeping a checkbook 
register, applying for a job and working in groups.
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EDUCATION

195th commencement exercises in May 
graduated 330 seniors, at a four-year 
graduation rate of 82 percent, among the 
highest in the nation. Construction began 
in early July on a new 184-bed residence 
hall, set to be complete by fall 2019. The 
school’s growth is for good reason. The 
83 percent acceptance rate in 2018 for 
first-time medical school applicants who 
graduated from Centre College is among 
the nation’s best.

In Richmond at Eastern Kentucky 
University, two new residence halls 
opened for the 2017-18 academic 
year at EKU in time for a near record-
high total enrollment of 16,612. Also 
new on campus are Scholar House for 
single parents and the second phase of 
the Science Building, which gives the 
school the largest science facility on any 
college or university in Kentucky. A new 
student recreation center is scheduled for 
completion in November 2019.

Moving soon to Woodford County, 
Frontier Nursing University was 
established in 1939 in Hyden, Ky., and 
is the largest and longest continually 

operating nurse-midwifery program in 
the United States. In October 2017, the 
school purchased 67 acres in Versailles 
and is in the process of securing a general 
contractor for a new campus, with an 
anticipated completion date of 2020.

Morehead State University has an 
enrollment of more than 10,500 students 
from 115 Kentucky counties, 46 states and 
28 countries and later this year will see 
the grand reopening of the $49.5 million 

renovation of Adron Doran University 
Center. MSU was recently named a “Best 
of the Best Top Veteran-Friendly School by 
U.S. Veterans magazine.

BEST CITIES FOR COLLEGE GRADS
A new batch of college graduates hit the job market this summer, but this year’s group is likely looking 
for more than just the perfect job. With student loan debt continuing to rise, the right location – 
offering affordable rent prices and a reasonable cost of living – is also an important issue for recent 
grads. And then, of course, there’s the fun factor to consider as well. A SmartAsset study crunched the 
numbers regarding jobs, affordability and fun and found that Lexington ranks among the nation’s best 
cities for new college grads.

RANK CITY JOBS AFFORDABILITY FUN INDEX

1 Columbus, OH 78.22 81.04 76.52 78.59

2 Cincinnati, OH 51.00 96.21 80.16 75.79

3 Nashville, TN 78.80 52.61 94.94 75.45

4 Pittsburg, PA 46.42 83.89 81.38 70.56

5 Milwaukee, WI 52.44 65.88 85.63 67.98

6 San Antonio, TX 57.31 72.99 72.27 67.52

7 Omaha, NE 77.36 80.57 42.71 66.88

8 Louisville, KY 68.77 82.46 48.38 66.54

9 St. Louis, MO 60.17 86.26 51.01 65.81

10 Indianapolis, IN 55.59 79.15 61.13 65.29

11 Austin, TX 83.95 29.38 81.98 65.11

12 Lincoln, NE 54.73 90.05 50.00 64.93

13 Des Moines, IA 66.48 73.46 54.45 64.80

14 Cleveland, OH 36.96 97.63 58.91 64.50

15 Orlando, FL 57.31 61.61 73.28 64.07

16 Buffalo, NY 29.51 73.93 88.66 64.04

17 Lexington, KY 34.38 80.57 76.72 63.89

18 Madison, WI 74.79 36.02 80.77 63.86

19 San Francisco, CA 88.25 0.47 99.80 62.84

20 Arlington, VA 100.00 2.84 85.02 62.62

21 Rochester, NY 37.25 73.93 76.11 62.43

22 Richmond, VA 55.30 45.02 85.83 62.05

23 Boston, MA 80.80 9.00 95.95 61.92

24 Seattle, WA 77.94 12.32 94.94 61.73

25 Atlanta, GA 71.92 32.70 79.35 61.32

Source: SmartAsset

Left  The culinary arts program at Sullivan 
University’s Lexington campus started in 2005 and 
has climbed the ranks to national recognition in 
culinary education.

Above After having been a women-only school 
for more than 1 0 years, Midway University in 
Woodford County went coed in 201 , added 
more sports programs and absorbed more than 
100 students from the defunct St. Catharine 
University. It now has more than 1,200 students 
including those who study online. 

Kentucky State University in Frankfort is known 
around the world for its aquaculture research and 
academic programs. Pictured above, Dr. Andrew 
Ray, researches the viability and marketability of 
marine shrimp in Kentucky markets. 

Suliivan U
niversity photo



Spencerian College and Sullivan 
University merged in June 2018, 
expanding Sullivan’s portfolio of medical 
programs in Central Kentucky to include 
medical assisting, medical lab technician 
and radiographic technology. There is 
much more.

“The culinary program is the largest 
of these and probably the most widely 
recognized because Sullivan’s culinary 
and hospitality graduates are working in 
restaurants throughout Central Kentucky 
and the world,” said David Tutor, vice 
president of the Lexington campus.

Commonwealth of Kentucky’s flagship 
University of Kentucky in Lexington has 

grown from $2.7 billion to $3.9 billion 
in total operations since 2011 and has 
conferred 55.9 percent more bachelor’s 
degrees in the same time period in 
engineering, health, math, science and 
technology. Enrollment is around 30,500.

UK’s housing partnership supported 
more than 12,000 direct and indirect jobs 
for those in construction, contracting and 
supplier industries. In the past seven years, 
the university has spent $3.7 billion with 
Kentucky companies. Recent construction 
projects include the Gatton College of 
Business and Economics, the Gatton 
Student Center, the Jacobs Science Building, 
Kroger Field, Nutter Training Center, 14 
state-of-the-art residence halls and the 
continued expansion of UK HealthCare. 

A $265 million multidisciplinary research 
facility will open this fall.

UK employs more than 13,500 full-time 
people, paying more than $100 million 
in state and local taxes. External research 
funding to the university resulted in $241 
million in state taxes and more than 3,400 
jobs across the commonwealth. l

For more information about program successes in graduation rates, placement 
rates and occupations, please visit: sullivan.edu/programsuccess.

LOUISVILLE

3101 Bardstown Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40205 

(502) 456-6505 
(800) 844-1354

LEXINGTON

2355 Harrodsburg Rd. 
Lexington, KY 40504 

(859) 276-4357 
(800) 467-6281

FORT KNOX

63 Quartermaster St. 
Fort Knox, KY 40121 

(502) 942-8500 
(800) 562-6713

LOUISA

122 S. Main Cross St. 
Louisa, KY 41230 
(606) 826-2971 
(800) 844-1354

NORTHERN KY

207 Grandview Dr.  
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 

(859) 331-1548

CARLISLE

2323 Concrete Road 
Carlisle, KY 40311 

(859) 405-4107

Classes start 
every January, 
March, June 
and September. 

sullivan.edu

Your
passion
made
practical.

SULLIVAN 
UNIVERSITY
3101 Bardstown Road
Louisville, K  0205
502  5 - 505

sullivan.edu

Sullivan University is 
a regionally accredited 
institution that offers 
all levels of credentials 
from certificates and diplomas, to associate, 
baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral degrees.  
The university’s largest area of enrollment is 
in business-related programs, complemented 
by IT, healthcare, culinary, baking/pastry arts, 
hospitality, legal studies and more.

Dr. ay D. Marr,
President/C O

The University of Kentucky, the state’s flagship 
university, has recently invested 2.3 billion in 
infrastructure across campus, including a 25  
million multidisciplinary research building and 
continued expansion of a 1 billion healthcare 
facility that began in 200 . The school is one 
of only eight institutions in the country with 
the full complement of liberal arts, engineering, 
professional, agricultural and medical colleges and 
disciplines on one contiguous campus.
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MEDICAL SERVICES

BY ABBY LAUB

HEALTHCARE means jobs, 
innovation, research and the 
obvious – delivering care to 

patients who need it – and Central 
Kentucky is rich in medical resources 
thanks to giants in the room like UK 
Healthcare, KentuckyOne Health and 
Baptist Health Lexington as well as 
plenty of local hospitals like Georgetown 
Community Hospital and Ephraim 
McDowell in Danville that are merely 
minutes away from residents.

Major hospital expansions are 
continually growing a medical services 
sector that’s benefiting residents of Kentucky 
and beyond. More jobs are one of the 
results. According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, nearly a third of the projected 
increase in the state’s jobs in the 10 years 
between 2012 and 2022 will be in the 
healthcare and social assistance sector. 

Broken down to the state level, BLS 
projects an increase for the sector of 25 
percent in Kentucky, an employment spike 
that translates to 13,300 new jobs for health 
care support occupations and 25 percent, 
or just over 19,990 jobs, for health care 
practitioners and technical professions. 
Some of this jump is due to demand from 
the “silver tsunami” of Baby Boomers hitting 
the 60-and-over age demographic. 

Although regional healthcare providers 
have spent billions in expansions in the past 
10 years, more is to come. UK Healthcare’s 
all new $245 million Research Building 
2 (RB2) opened in 2018. Then there is 
Pavilion A, a $532 million, 550,000-s.f. 
addition to the UK Albert B. Chandler 
Hospital, which is being built out years 
sooner than expected. In early 2018 UK 

Hospital announced it will seek to add 141 
acute-care beds, bringing its total number 
to 865. 

Between 2011 and 2017, UK spent 
$2.2 billion transforming its campus, 
with $543 million of that spending 
being for health care. The investment 
is paying off, with UK Healthcare’s 
Chandler Hospital keeping its ranking as 
the No. 1 hospital in Kentucky and the 
Bluegrass region for a third consecutive 
year, according to the 2018 U.S. News & 
World Report’s Best Hospitals Rankings. 

That August announcement included 
four major health care areas achieving top 
50 national rankings; endocrinology, cancer, 
ear, nose and throat and orthopaedics. 

Along with the top 50 rankings, UK 
HealthCare is ranked as high-performing 
in five other adult specialties – geriatrics; 
nephrology; neurology and neurosurgery; 
pulmonology; and urology. 

Several blocks away, the Baptist Health 
Lexington hospital campus announced it 
intends to add 43 acute care beds to its 
current 391, costing about $14.4 million. 

Innovative health care
Spending money often is an implication 
of increasing the quality of care, but 
it also has a lot to do with a hospital’s 
innovation vision, something that’s not 
lost on officials at KentuckyOne Health, 
which operates Lexington’s first hospital, 
Saint Joseph. Founded in 1877, it has 
grown into a 433-bed medical center, 
with a full range of services, including the 
national award-winning Heart Institute 

and leading edge da Vinci robotic surgery.
Now the hospital is delivering care 

virtually and in a way that works for 
patients. 

“We were the first health system in 
Kentucky to bring virtual primary care 
– Anywhere Care, which allows patients 
to see a board-certified doctor or nurse 
practitioner within 30 minutes regardless 
of whether they are at home, work or 
anywhere in Kentucky,” said Mary Branham, 
market director of communications for 
KentuckyOne Health.

The system also expanded its primary 
care services to include Saturday walk-in 
hours and other extended patient hours.

Technology is key in disease prevention 
today. Kentuckians have the highest rates of 
lung cancer in the nation, and KentuckyOne 
offers non-invasive, low-dose CT screenings, 
which can increase a patient’s chances of 
survival by nearly 50 percent. The simple 
screening can detect lung cancer early, at its 
most treatable stage.

Screening and early detection remain 
the greatest weapon in the anti-cancer 
arsenal.

“Breast cancer diagnosis is second only 
to lung cancer in new types of cancer in 
Kentucky each year,” Branham said. “Early 
diagnosis is key to successful treatment and 
survival. KentuckyOne Health Breast Care 
offers the highest quality 3D mammography, 
and Saint Joseph East is the first hospital 
in the state to offer 3D stereotactic biopsy, 
which is performed following an abnormal 
mammogram. KentuckyOne Health 
Imaging on Tates Creek Road offers walk-

Billions for better outcomes
The Bluegrass region’s healthcare giants are still growing and getting better

KENTUCKYONE HEALTH
1 Saint Joseph Dr.
Lexington, KY 40504
kentuckyonehealth.org

KentuckyOne Health, 
one of the largest and 
most comprehensive 
health systems in the 
Commonwealth, includes 
hospitals, physician groups, 
clinics, primary care centers, 
specialty institutes and home 
health agencies in Kentucky 
and southern Indiana. 
KentuckyOne Health is 
dedicated to bringing wellness, healing and 
hope to all, including the underserved.

Bruce J. Tassin,
Market 
President,
President, 
Saint Joseph 
Hospital

Founded in 1877, Saint Joseph Hospital is Lexington’s 
oldest continually operating medical care provider. 
It is operated by the regional KentuckyOne Health 
organization, which is part of Denver-based Catholic 
Health Initiatives. In December 2017, Surgical Review 
Corp. named Saint Joseph East Hospital a Center of 
Excellence in Robotic Surgery. 
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in mammogram service; no appointment 
necessary for screening mammograms.”

The hospital also is focused on 
diagnosing diabetes and offering 
resources to prevent the disease. 

Saint Joseph Hospital also is known for 
its robotic surgery program, Saint Joseph 
East is home to three da Vinci Xi robots, 
the most advanced technology available for 
minimally invasive surgery. These facilities 
offer many procedures using the da Vinci 
Xi robotic surgical system, which allows 
patients to have shorter hospital stays, 
faster recoveries and minimal scarring. 
KentuckyOne Health has the largest and 
most comprehensive robotic surgery 
program in the region. 

In December of 2017, the Surgical 
Review Corporation named Saint Joseph 
East, part of KentuckyOne Health, a Center 
of Excellence in Robotic Surgery. Saint 
Joseph East is the only hospital in Central 
Kentucky to receive this designation.

Last year KentuckyOne Health redirected 
its primary focus on its Central and 
Eastern Kentucky facilities when in May 
it announced plans to sell Jewish Hospital 
and associated facilities in Louisville. The 
revamped structure of KentuckyOne Health 
is built around Central Kentucky providers 
like Saint Joseph Hospital, Saint Joseph 
East, Saint Joseph Jessamine, Saint Joseph 
Mount Sterling, Saint Joseph London and 
Saint Joseph Berea, as well as KentuckyOne 
Health Partners Clinically Integrated 
Network and KentuckyOne Health Medical 
Group provider practices.

“Our network of facilities and clinics 
across Central and Eastern Kentucky 
provides the opportunity to deliver a 
unique network of care closer to the 
patient’s home.” Branham said. “Our parent 
company, Catholic Health Initiatives, allows 
even greater access to financial resources in 
order to offer the latest in technology, and 
broader access to sharing best practices with 
providers across the country.”

Leveraging data 
for better outcomes
Sometimes healthcare innovation means 
pooling resources and sharing best 
practices, a system that UK’s Markey Cancer 
Center Affiliate Network has mastered. 
Hundreds of doctors, researchers and staff 
at 20 facilities around Kentucky are all 
fighting cancer using shared best practices, 
procedures, expertise and clinical research. 
All of their thousands of patients have access 

to treatments that have earned Markey a 
prestigious National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
designation.

The network is especially important 
for Kentucky, where overall cancer rates 
are the highest in the nation, especially 
for lung cancer. Founded in 2006 with 
three member facilities, the system 
provides high-quality Markey cancer care 
closer to home for patients and lessens 
cancer’s impact through prevention and 
education programs, exceptional clinical 
care, and access to research.

“How the network really started was 
Markey Cancer establishing clinical 
relationships with other facilities to 
deliver care in areas that didn’t have 
cancer care,” said Dr. Tim Mullett, the 
network’s medical director. “As we have 
evolved, we’ve gone to facilities that are 
farther into Eastern Kentucky and in 
larger facilities. And since our National 
Cancer Institute designation, things 
have really dramatically changed. We 
really began to look at how to help these 
programs increase their overall quality of 
care and make sure that the cancers that 
can be, are treated close to home.” 

What makes the network unique is 
its two-way data street between Markey 
and its statewide affiliates. Patients in the 
Market network are afforded access to 
clinical trials and groundbreaking tumor 
gene sequencing. 

Better care, delivered
In April 2018, Kentucky Children’s 
Hospital (KCH) unveiled the new 
Makenna Foundation Welcome Center 
and Betti Ruth Robinson Taylor 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in the 
UK Albert B. Chandler Hospital. This 
spacious center includes patient and 
visitor registration, a gift shop, a digital 
interactive wall, and a large-scale art 
installation called “Exuberance,” which 

is comprised of marble-filled kites 
suspended from the ceiling.

Beyond the welcome center is the 
new Betti Ruth Robinson Taylor Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit. This 36,000-s.f. 
facility replaces the current NICU on the 
KCH’s fourth floor. The new facility will 
allow the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit to 
expand into the newly vacated space.

Also in April, UK HealthCare 
launched new clinic space to house its 
expanding Integrative Medicine & Health 
program. The UK Integrative Medicine & 
Health program uses traditional medical 
therapies and practices, while also 
recognizing the interaction between the 
patient’s mind, body and spirit. 

“I see it as the medicine that our 
grandmothers taught us,” said Dr. Connie 
Jennings, medical director of the UK 
Integrative Medicine & Health program, 
in a press release. “It’s the medicine we 
already know; it’s inside us. We want to 
help people stop and listen.”

The program has grown substantially 
in the past five years as physicians and 
patients alike seek out complementary 
therapies, like music and art therapies, 
for the treatment of certain illnesses. 
Jennings notes that the opioid crisis 
has played a part in the growth in the 
popularity of integrative medicine as well, 
as it offers a viable alternative to pain 
medicine in many patients.

Oftentimes the opioid crisis is linked to 
behavioral health, and it’s a field growing 
rapidly. In 2016, the KentuckyOne Health 
system – with hospitals in Louisville, 
Lexington, Bardstown, Berea and London – 
expanded access to its services at Our Lady 
Of Peace psychiatric hospital in Louisville to 
help meet the rising demand. OLOP, which 
offers free assessments, has opened a second 
assessment and referral center location 
in Lexington. It also offers telehealth 
assessment services. l

UK HealthCare includes all UK hospitals and clinics 
and has more than 80 specialized clinics and a 
team of 9,000-plus physicians, nurses, pharmacists 
and staff.



58 The Lane Report’s Central Kentucky Market Review 2018-19 lanereport.com

MADE IN THE BLUEGRASS

BY ABBY LAUB

CENTRAL Kentucky’s businesses 
provide the world with such 
iconic goods as Toyota Camrys, Jif 

peanut butter, bourbon, Thoroughbreds 
and cranes as well as a slew of 
uniquely Bluegrass products like boots, 
windshields, bourbon balls and soda that 
keep the economy firing on all cylinders.

A key reason manufacturers choose to 
make their products in Central Kentucky 
is its workforce. The Kentucky Federation 
for Advanced Manufacturing Education 
(better known as KY FAME) was founded 
in Central Kentucky about a decade ago 
and now has 11 chapters throughout the 
state with 125-plus participating companies. 
The regional chapters work to ensure their 
manufacturers have a steady supply of 
skilled workers ready to fill available jobs.

The program has developed into 
FAME USA with programs in nine states.

Employers collaborate with 
postsecondary educational institutions 
to grow their own talent. It all started 
on Bluegrass Community and Technical 
College’s Georgetown campus, near 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky. 
In conjunction with BCTC, the employer 
group developed a program through 
which employees would be paid to 
attend school to earn associate degrees in 
advanced manufacturing technology. 

Donna Taul, Environmental Health 
& Safety manager at Florida Tile, Inc. 
in Lawrenceburg serves as president of 
FAME’s Bluegrass chapter and said KY 
FAME has made a difference. 

“There has been a shortage of skilled 
workers especially in the areas of Industrial 
Maintenance and Tooling the last several 
years,” she said. “The KY FAME program 
has created a pipeline of skilled workers at 
an affordable cost for employers. This allows 
companies to remain competitive and meet 
business demands.”

FAME also works to sharpen and 
improve the skills of current employers.

“It provides the companies with 
cost-effective solutions to meet growing 
demands and invest in their workforce at 
the same time,” Taul said. “Employees in the 
Advanced Manufacturing Training Program 
receive on-the-job training, a technical 
education, critical work ‘soft skills’ and the 
opportunity for high pay after graduation.”

FAME continues to add specialized 
programs to meet the skilled labor demands 
of manufacturers in other areas including 
engineering and business, she said.

“New technology is creating more 
positions requiring skilled labor, Taul said. 

One of KY FAME’s founding members, 
TMMK, continues growing and hiring; in 

2016 it celebrated its 30th anniversary, 
and in 2017 it underwent $1.33 billion in 
upgrades. Millions of cars, most notably 
the Toyota Camry, have rolled off its lines. 
In 2017, Toyota built 1,983,723 vehicles 
at its North American vehicle assembly 
plants, including TMMK.

To continue manufacturing all these 
cars, TMMK is again stepping up to 
educate future manufacturing workers.

In May 2018, together with Project 
Lead The Way (PLTW), TMMK awarded 
$150,000 in grants to 11 K-12 schools 
in Central Kentucky to help prepare 
students for the next generation of 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) jobs. The grants, funded 
by the Toyota USA Foundation, provide a 
curriculum focused on computer science, 
engineering, and biomedical science, 
while helping create engaging, hands-on 
classrooms for students.

“As an engineer and someone who loves 
science, creating opportunities for more 
students to explore STEM education is 
exciting,” TMMK President Susan Elkington 

Educated workers fuel manufacturing
Region’s training partnership of employers and educators keeps world-class products flowing

Above: And in April 2018, Toyota unveiled the 
newest addition to its successful vehicle lineup 
when the all-new 2019 Avalon rolled off its 
production line in Georgetown. Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing Kentucky President Susan Elkington 
called it the “future of Toyota manufacturing.”

Left: Located in picturesque Midway, Weisenberger 
Mill products have been the choice of chefs and 
bakers since early 1865. It has been owned and 
operated for six generations by the Weisenberger 
family on banks of South Elkhorn Creek.

Kentucky is the birthplace of bourbon and today 
crafts 95 percent of the world’s supply. An ever-
growing number of these producers are based in 
Central Kentucky, which has the perfect natural mix 
of climate, conditions and iron-free limestone-filtered 
water necessary for producing the world’s greatest 
bourbon, America’s only native spirit. Bourbon is an 
$8.5 billion signature industry in Kentucky.

M
agnus Lindqvist photo, courtesy of VisitLEX
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said in a news release. “But there 
is also an urgent and critical 
need to get more young people 
interested in STEM. Investing 
in programs like Project Lead 
The Way and developing 
partnerships with local 
schools is an important step 
in preparing Kentucky’s next 
generation of thinkers and doers 
for the jobs of the future.”

Last year, PLTW received a 
$2 million grant from the Toyota 
USA Foundation to support 
approximately 115 K-12 schools 
throughout the United States.

And in April TMMK 
unveiled the newest addition 
to a strong stable of vehicles 
at TMMK: the all-new 2019 
Avalon, built on its Toyota New 
Global Architecture (TNGA) 
manufacturing platform.

Other than TMMK, Central 
Kentucky hosts a vibrant and 
diverse scene of manufacturers. 
These creators benefit from 
the region’s proximity to prime 
logistics, available land and a 
low cost of doing business.

Lockheed Martin, the 
Maryland-based global 
security company, employees 
about 1,100 workers at its 
Bluegrass Station facility 
in eastern Fayette County. 
Trane Lexington, which 
manufactures air heating and 
cooling parts and systems, 
employs about 1,000 
workers. Lexington-based 
Big Ass Solutions, which 
produces low-energy, high-
volume industrial ceiling 
fans, employs hundreds of 
workers locally at its plant and 
research headquarters. 

Newcomer on the scene 
is More Than A Bakery in 
Woodford County. It opened 
its $57 million, 250,000-s.f. 
food production facility last 
year. 

Here are more 
manufacturing operations in 
Central Kentucky:

3M
Post-it products, Scotch Tape (Cynthiana)
Ceramic inserts for bullet proof vests 
(Lexington)
Cynthiana – 3m.com
Ale-8-One Bottling Co.
Soft drinks
Winchester – ale-8-one.com

Alltech Inc.
Natural animal feed additives
Nicholasville – alltech.com
Alltech’s Lexington  
Brewing and Distilling Co.
Beer, bourbon and other spirits
kentuckyale.com
Audio Authority
Media switches
audioauthority.com
Barrel House Distillery
Moonshine, rum, vodka
barrelhousedistillery.com
Big Ass Solutions
Industrial ceiling fans
bigassfans.com
Buffalo Trace Distillery
Bourbon
Frankfort – buffalotrace.com
Bulleit Distilling Co.
Bourbon
Lawrenceburg – bulleitbourbon.com
Carhartt Inc.
Work clothing
Irvine – carhartt.com
Caterpillar Inc.
Tractor components
Danville – cat.com
Clark Material Handling Co.
Forklifts
clarkmhc.com
Corning Display Technologies
Glass processes & products technology 
Harrodsburg – corning.com
Country Boy Brewing
Craft beer
Lexington & Georgetown – 
countryboybrewing.com
Denyo Manufacturing Corp.
High-output diesel generators
Danville – denyo.co.jp/english
DormaKaba
High-security locking solutions
dormakaba.com
Florida Tile Inc.
Porcelain & ceramic tile
Lawrenceburg – floridatile.com
Four Roses Distillery
Bourbon
Lawrenceburg – fourrosesbourbon.com
Georgia-Pacific
Dixie Cup cups & plates
gp.com
Highbridge Spring Water
Bottled water
Wilmore – highbridgesprings.com
Hobart
Commercial dishwashing equipment
Danville – hobartcorp.com
International Paper
Corrugated boxes
internationalpaper.com
Jim Beam Brands
Bourbon
Frankfort – jimbeam.com
J.M. Smucker Co.
Jif peanut butter
jif.com
Johnson Controls Inc.
Automotive foam pads
jci.com

Kinetic Technologies
Animal, human supplements
kinetictech.net
Laura’s Lean Beef
Natural beef products
laurasleanbeef.com
Lectrodryer
Liquid dryers
Richmond – lectrodryer.com
Link-Belt Construction 
Equipment Co.
Telescopic & lattice boom cranes
linkbelt.com
Lockheed Martin
Military operations logistics support
lockheedmartin.com
Lore Brewing Co.
Craft beer
Danville – lorebrew.com
Lucas Equine Equipment
Stall components, farm gates 
Cynthiana – lucasequine.com
Mingua Beef Jerky
Paris – minguabeefjerky.com
Nacco Materials  
Handling Group
Lift trucks
Berea – nmhg.com
Neogen Corp.
Food & animal safety products
neogen.com
Old Kentucky Candies
oldkycandy.com
Osram Sylvania
Fluorescent/tungsten halogen lamps
Versailles/Winchester – sylvania.com
Parker Seal
Engineered o-rings
parker.com
Pittsburgh Glass Works
Windshields
Berea – pgwglass.com
Q-Lighting Inc.
Commercial lighting solutions
q-lighting.com
Quillin Leather & Tack
Equine halters & equipment
Paris – quillin.com
Rebecca Ruth Candy Factory
Frankfort – rebeccaruth.com
Red Wing Shoe Co.
Work boots
Danville – redwingshoes.com
RockTenn
Paperboard folding boxes
Nicholasville – rocktenn.com
Rocky Top Log  
Furniture & Railing 
Log furniture & railing
Lancaster –rockytoplogfurniture.com
Rogers Windows
Windows
rogerswindows.com
Ruggles Sign Co.
Commercial signage
Versailles – rugglessign.com
Sargent & Greenleaf
Security locks
Nicholasville – sargentandgreenleaf.com
Schneider Electric
Square D electrical safety switches
squared.com

Sharp’s Candies
Lexington – sharpscandies.com
Sherwin-Williams 
Automotive Finishes Corp.
Automotive coatings/finishes
Richmond – sherwin-automotive.com
Tiffany & Co.
Luxury jewelry
tiffany.com
Tokico Inc.
Brake & suspension systems
Berea – tokicousa.com
Toyota Motor  
Manufacturing Kentucky
Automobiles, engines
Georgetown – toyotageorgetown.com
Trane Commercial Systems
Air systems
trane.com
Trim Masters Inc.
Automotive interior trim
Nicholasville/Harrodsburg
Unicomp
Keyboards
pckeyboard.com 
US IOL Inc.
Intraocular lenses
usiol.com
Vermont Castings Group
Fireplaces, wood-burning stoves
Paris – vermontcastings.com
Wausau Paper
Paper towels & tissues
Harrodsburg – wausaupaper.com
Webasto Roof Systems Inc.
Automotive sunroofs
webasto.com/us
Weisenberger Mills
Baking products
Midway – weisenberger.com
West Sixth Brewing Co.
Craft beer
westsixth.com
Wild Turkey Distillery
Bourbon
Lawrenceburg – 
wildturkeybourbon.com
Woodford Reserve Distillery
Versailles – woodfordreserve.com l

Link-Belt Cranes is a leader in the 
design, manufacturing and sales of 
telescopic and lattice boom cranes 
with headquarters in Lexington. Link-
Belt has a 770,000-s.f. manufacturing 
facility in Lexington.
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HEADQUARTERS

THANKS to one of the nation’s most 
highly educated workforces, a 
progressive business culture and a 

location within a day’s drive of two-thirds 
of the nation’s population – literally the 
key marketplace in the world’s economy – 
Central Kentucky is home to many major 
headquarters that are key to the nation 
and the world’s business climate. The 
region is also a hotbed of headquarters 
for equine-related businesses. 

 
• A & W Restaurants
• Ale-8 One
• Alliance Coal LLC
• Alltech Inc.
• American Association of Equine Practitioners
• American Farriers Association
• American Hackney Horse Society
• American Hanoverian Society
• American Saddlebred Horse Association
• AMR

• Appalachian Regional Healthcare
• ArchVision
• Asphalt Institute
• Association of Racing  

Commissioners International
• Associations International
• Big Ass Fans
• Bluegrass Hospitality Association
• Breeders’ Cup LTD
• Brock-McVey Company Inc.
• Carriage Association of America
• Central Bank & Trust Co.
• Central Kentucky Riding for Hope
• Certified Horsemanship Association
• CLARK Material Handling Group
• Consolo Services Group
• Corrisoft
• Council of State Governments
• Creative Lodging Solutions
• Denham-Blythe Co. Inc.
• Dupree Mutual Funds

• Ecampus.com
• EnerBlu
• Equestrian Events Inc.
• Equine Land Conservation Resource
• Fazoli’s 
• Florida Tile
• Friesian Horse Association of North America
• Gall’s Inc.
• Gray Construction

Big business happens here
Central Kentucky is home to notable headquarters that attract global dollars

A leader in the security industry, the Nicholasville 
based Sargent and Greenleaf specializes in high-
quality mechanical and electronic locks for safes, 
vaults and highly sensitive SCIF environments. For 
over 150 years, the American-owned company has 
provided locking solutions and protecting places 
of government and finance, homes and businesses 
around the world.

Left: Lockmasters Inc. has its corporate 
headquarters in Nicholasville. The company 
specializes in automotive locks, government 
security hardware, padlocks and other tools for 
security professionals.

Above: Based in Frankfort, Topy America is a 
subsidiary of Tokyo-based Topy Industries Limited. 
Topy Industries has four divisions: Wheel; Steel; 
Undercarriage; and Science. In January 2018, Topy 
announced a $37 million upgrade to its Frankfort 
plant.
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• Greer Companies
• Hippo Manager
• Innovative Mattress Solutions
• International Spa Association
• Irish Draught Horse  

Society of North America
• Kentucky Horse Park Foundation
• Kentucky Equine Education Project
• Kentucky Horse Council Inc. 
• Kentucky Horse Racing Commission
• Kentucky Thoroughbred Association
• Laura’s Lean Beef Co.
• LBX Co. LLC
• Lexmark International
• Link-Belt Construction Equipment Co.
• Lockmasters
• Longship
• Mason & Hanger Corp.
• Mountain Enterprises
• National Horseman’s Benevolent  

and Protective Association
• National Thoroughbred Racing Association
• National Tour Association
• National Walking Horse Association

• Netgain Technologies
• North American Riding Academy
• Paso Fino Horse Association
• Phi Gamma Delta
• Racetrack Chaplaincy of America
• RJ Corman Railroad Group
• Rocky Mountain Horse Association
• Sargent and Greenleaf
• SIS Holding Company Inc.

• Tempur Sealy International
• The Forcht Group
• The Jockey Club
• The Jockey’s Guild
• The Pyramid Society
• The Race for Education
• Thoroughbred Owners  

and Breeders Association
• United Professional  

Horsemen’s Association
• United States Dressage Federation
• United States Equestrian Federation Inc.
• United States Hunter Jumper Association
• United States Polo Association
• United States Pony Clubs Inc.
• Valvoline l

Right: Valvoline Inc. has world headquarters  
in Lexington, employing 700 people at its new,  
$35 million facility.

Left: Irish immigrant Pearse Lyons founded Alltech 
with $10,000 and built it into a multibillion-dollar 
nutritional supplement provider for animals, 
plants and people operating in 130 countries. Its 
headquarters are in Nicholasville.

Below: Headquartered in Lexington, the Council of 
State Governments is one of the nation’s leading 
associations of public officials. It is a nonpartisan, 
non-profit organization in the United States that 
serves all three branches of state government.

Above: A state network of PBS member televisions stations, KET is Kentucky’s 
preeminent public media organization. It is headquartered and operates 
near the University of Kentucky campus in Lexington and serves more than 
1 million people through multiple platforms. 
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MEETINGS, CONVENTIONS & ATTRACTIONS

BY KATHIE STAMPS

ALL nine Kentucky tourism regions 
saw increases in economic impact 
in 2017, estimated all told at 

more than $15 billion statewide, with 
$1.57 billion of it in tax revenue. In 
Central Kentucky, which by the Kentucky 
Department of Tourism dubs the 
“Bluegrass, Horses, Bourbon and Boone” 
region, travel expenditures were up 2.1 
percent to $2.04 billion in 2017. 

The department announced a “Better in 
the Bluegrass” culinary tourism initiative 
in May to promote nine signature meals 
along the Kentucky State Parks Culinary 
Trail. Central Kentucky’s touted menu 
starts with beer cheese and Ale-8-One soft 
drink, followed by Limestone Bibb salad, 
spoonbread and Kentucky beef, with 
bourbon chocolate cake for dessert.

Food is big, and so is construction. 
Lexington and Mayor Jim Gray are 

Tourism generates billions in revenue
Downtown Lexington is constructing excitement as the entire region flourishes

Town Branch Commons is a 2.5-mile multimodal path and park system that will wind through downtown Lexington, following the historic path of Town Branch 
creek and ultimately connect a 22-mile series of pedestrian-only paths that extend out into scenic horse country. 

Visitors tour Frankfort’s Buffalo Trace Distillery, 
a facility that lays claim to unique history and 
heritage on the Kentucky River. In Kentucky, buffalo 
carved a pathway, or trace, that was followed 
by America’s early pioneers. At the spot where 
the former buffalo migration route crossed the 
Kentucky River, the distillery has been making 
bourbon for more than 200 years. Buffalo Trace 
is the oldest continuously operating distillery in 
America, even operating during Prohibition for 
“medicinal purposes.”

VisitLEX photo
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savoring the sweet sound of heavy 
work being done. Gray and other city 
officials participated in a July 2018 
groundbreaking ceremony downtown 
for the replacement and expansion of the 
Lexington Convention Center. The $241 
million construction contract was awarded 
to Messer Construction Co. on June 28 by a 
unanimous vote from the board of directors 
of Lexington Center Corporation. 

In keeping with the original 2014 
design and vision of the project, details 
include a new exhibit hall 54 percent 
larger than the current Heritage Hall; 
with glass walls replacing today’s metal 
box look, it will be accessed from an 
elevated level on High Street instead of 
Main Street and able to accommodate 
100,000. The convention center’s new 
ballroom will have a 40 percent increase 
in size. Around 8,500 upper arena seats 

in Rupp Arena will be converted to 
chairbacks. Four new UK Hospitality 
Clubs will accommodate 300 to 2,000 
people, and new parking structures will 
have 504 spaces. 

All phases of construction are expected 
to be complete by November 2021.

A groundbreaking ceremony for Town 
Branch Commons took place in July; 
the city’s new linear park is expected 
to be ready also in 2021 and will 
provide green space, recreational areas 
and cultural programming throughout 
downtown Lexington. At its western end, 
The Commons will be anchored by the 
signature Town Branch Park adjoining the 
convention center.

The three floors of the historic former 
Fayette County Courthouse have opened 
in stages for mixed-use office and event 
space. Funded by a public-private 
partnership partially financed through 
historic tax credits, Courthouse Square 
(its unofficial nickname) underwent a 
$32 million restoration. Limestone Hall 
opened in February 2018 and features 
the restored 119-year-old dome of the 

historic courthouse with two large spaces 
on either side for meetings, corporate 
events, wedding receptions and other 
special occasions. Kaelyn Query owns 
the name Limestone Hall; she leases the 
third floor of Courthouse Square and her 
company LexEffect Events + Management 
manages venue bookings and operations 
for the Limestone Hall.

The historic and award-winning Berea-based 
Boone Tavern Hotel & Restaurant in the rolling 
foothills of Appalachia is in its second century of 
providing guests with the pinnacle of Southern 
hospitality and charm. It includes a LEED Gold 
Certified green hotel, the Bowling Dining Room 
that serves up iconic Boone Tavern Spoonbread, 
and group and event space. Boone Tavern is 
owned and operated by Berea College. 

Above: Alltech’s ONE Ideas Conference attracts 
thousands of the world’s brightest minds to 
Central Kentucky every year and includes state-of-
the-art interactive, high tech exhibits.

Left: A Lexington Convention Center 
reconstruction project with an all-new 100,000-
s.f. central exhibit hall is underway in downtown 
Lexington to better serve meeting and convention 
clients from around the world. 

Limestone Hall, at the Historic Courthouse in 
Lexington, opened in early 2018 and serves as a full-
time event space. Closed to the public for 60 years, 
the dome was part of a $32 million public-private 
project that restored Lexington’s historic courthouse, 
which has graced Main Street since 1899.

Love The R
enauds Photography, courtesy of VisitLEX
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VisitLEX moved into the first floor of 
Courthouse Square in June; the visitors 
center was slated to have new neighbors 
in early fall when restaurateur Ouita 
Michel’s Zim’s and Thirsty Fox bourbon 
bar open.

“Visitors and locals alike are invited to 
explore all that the city and surrounding 
region has to offer by starting their trip 
at our new visitors center,” said Mary 
Quinn Ramer, president of VisitLEX. “We 
are honored to be in such an historic and 
architecturally significant building in the 
heart of downtown Lexington, and we 
believe our interactive exhibits and rich 
media presence is the perfect modern 
touch to such an iconic landmark.“

VisitLEX markets Lexington and the 
Bluegrass region with a focus on the four 
brand pillars of equine, bourbon, beer 
and culinary tourism. In 2019 they will 
add two more: outdoor tourism, and arts 
and culture. 

The James E. Pepper distillery opened 
for tours in July inside the Lexington 
Distillery District, and Castle & Key 
distillery in Frankfort is set to open later 
this year. 

There are lots of regional attractions 
outside Lexington. 

Visitors to Frankfort can lift their 
noses to pick up the sweet smell of 
Buffalo Trace Distillery, the distillery is the 
oldest continuously operating distillery 

MEETINGS, CONVENTIONS & ATTRACTIONS

Above: The renovated James E. Pepper Distillery 
opened for tours in July 2018 in the Lexington 
Distillery District on Manchester Street. It’s one 
of several new distilleries that opened shop this 
year, which includes Castle & Key, slated this fall to 
complete a large-scale renovation of facilities and 
grounds near Frankfort that had been abandoned 
for 40 years. 

Right: Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill offers visitors a 
quiet, peaceful getaway and 3,000 acres to explore 
less than an hour from Lexington. During a 105-
year span that began with its founding in the early 
1800s, the Pleasant Hill Shakers constructed more 
than 260 structures on the property. Today, there 
are 34 surviving buildings, most located along a 
picturesque mile-long gravel turnpike.

Kentucky’s diverse landscape is known for 
stunning cliffs, caves and limestone formations 
including many natural arches. Tower Rock is 
among many sites in Red River Gorge that 
attract climbers from all over the world. It is 
less than two hours from Fayette County.
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in the United States, located just a stone’s 
throw outside of charming downtown. 
The 46-year-old Frankfort Convention 
Center was demolished this winter and 
is slated to be replaced with a modern, 
energy-efficient facility.

A few minutes south of Lexington on 
I-75 is Madison County, home to historic 
Boone Tavern Hotel, which is quickly 
becoming a corporate retreat getaway. 
The opening of an event center in 2017 
attracted groups as large as 150 people. 

The Frost Café opened in the spring of 
2018 in Boone Tavern next to its famed 
dining room, featuring student crafts and 
a relaxing atmosphere. A new permit for 
outdoor alcohol sales now allows Boone 
Tavern to sell spirits in the garden outside 
the building.

A half hour southwest of Lexington 
is Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, a 
crafts and architecture paradise with 72 
overnight rooms spread throughout 13 
historic buildings. The Kentucky River 
borders the 3,000-acre property, popular 
among hikers and day trippers; it rang 
up 51,000 admission tickets last year 
and hosted 150 groups in the first half of 
2018.

In Woodford County, the iconic 
“castle” on Versailles Road just west of 

Keeneland racetrack is reinventing itself 
as a major attraction. In July 2017 the 
building, now named Kentucky Castle, 
was purchased by “a small group of locals 
who felt like it was time for this Kentucky 
landmark to be opened up to the public 
so everyone in the state could enjoy and 
be proud of this special place,” said CEO 
and co-owner Matthew Dawson. The 
unique property has a renovated hotel, 
a restaurant open 7 days a week and 
a working farm with a truffle orchard, 
mushroom farm, chickens providing 
fresh eggs daily, two gardens for seasonal 

Above: In July 2017, the distinctive complex now named Kentucky Castle was purchased by “a small group 
of locals who felt like it was time for this Kentucky landmark to be opened up to the public so everyone 
in the state could enjoy and be proud of this special place,” said CEO and co-owner Matthew Dawson. 
One highlight of the venue is prime rooftop event space.

Left: VisitLEX has a new Visitors Center at the Historic Courthouse on Main Street.

The Kentucky Horse Park is approaching 
1 million visitors per year and celebrated 
its 40th anniversary this year.

VisitLEX photo
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produce, and an apiary with bees 
producing honey for the restaurant. 

“We want to represent our great state 
and its farming heritage in an authentic 
way and show people where their food 
comes from with our farm operations,” 
Dawson said. “We believe there’s no 
greater place on earth than this state we 
live in. People visiting who come for the 
horses, bourbon or other great Kentucky 
experiences should have an unforgettable 

place to stay with exceptional dining 
that matches the other great experiences 
they’re going to have while visiting.”

Visitors to Central Kentucky can sleep 
in a castle and head out for a full day of 
good food, bourbon, canoeing, museum 
visits and historic walking tours – all 
within an easy drive from Lexington. 

MEETING & CONVENTION VENUES
Apiary Catering & Events
the-apiary.com
ArtsPlace
lexarts.org/resources/artscene
Base 110
base110.com
Blue Grass Airport
bluegrassairport.com/meetingrooms.html
Boone Tavern Event Center
boonetavernhotel.com/events
Buffalo Trace Distillery (Frankfort)
buffalotracedistillery.com/events
Carrick House
carrickhouse.com
Fasig-Tipton
fasigtipton.com
Georgetown College Conference Center
georgetowncollege.edu/conference
Headley-Whitney Museum
headley-whitney.org/events
Hilary J. Boone Center
boonecenter.uky.edu
Keeneland/Keene Barn
keeneland.com
Kentucky Castle
thekentuckycastle.com
Lexington Convention Center
lexingtoncenter.com

Lexington Opera House
lexingtonoperahouse.com/rent-the-theatre
Limestone Hall
limestonehall.com
The Livery
liverylex.com
Main on Main
themaneonmain.com
Spindletop Hall
spindletophall.org
Venues of the Grand Reserve
grandreserveevents.com

HOTELS
Beaumont Inn (Harrodsburg)
beaumontinn.com
Bluegrass Extended Stay
bluegrassextendedstay.com
Boone Tavern (Berea)
boonetavernhotel.com

Pioneerof the Nile resides at WinStar Farm and 
is regularly visited by enthusiastic horse fans. The 
multiple Grade 1-winning millionaire Pioneerof 
the Nile forged an impressive record on the track, 
and is now establishing an even more impressive 
record at stud at WinStar in Versailles.

Above: The Lexington Farmers’ Market operates in 
three locations at five different times throughout 
the week during peak season, with the Cheapside 
Park location open year round.
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Less than two miles from downtown Lexington, 
the Red Mile is the second oldest harness track 
in the world, simulcasts 364 days a year, hosts 
numerous horse sales, and features Pari-mutuel 
Gaming Terminals based on historical horse races 
or Historical Horse Racing. The space also plays 
host to dozens of events, including the inaugural 
Fayette County Fair in September 2018. The Red 
Mile hosted its first race in 1875.

Below: HPBC/Hopewell Museum in Paris is dedicated 
to preserving and fostering a knowledge and 
appreciation for culture, history, art and architecture 
with special emphasis on the unique features of 
Bourbon County and the surrounding region.
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Bright Leaf Golf Resort (Harrodsburg)
brightleafgolfresort.com
Campbell House Lexington,  
Curio Collection by Hilton
thecampbellhouse.com
Capital Plaza Hotel (Frankfort)
capitalplazaky.com
Clarion Hotel Conference Center North
clarionhotellex.com
DoubleTree Suites  
by Hilton Hotel Lexington
doubletree3.hilton.com
Embassy Suites Lexington
embassysuites3.hilton.com
Griffin Gate Marriott Resort & Spa
marriott.com
Hilton Lexington/Downtown
lexingtondowntownhotel.com
Hyatt Regency Lexington
lexington.hyatt.com
Kentucky Castle
thekentuckycastle.com
Lyndon House Bed & Breakfast
lyndonhouse.com
Ramada Lexington North Hotel & 
Conference Center
wyndhamhotels.com/ramada
21c Museum Hotel
21cmuseumhotels.com/lexington

ATTRACTIONS
Arboretum State Botanical  
Garden of Kentucky
arboretum.ca.uky.edu
Ashland, the Henry Clay Estate
henryclay.org
Aviation Museum of Kentucky
aviationky.org
HPBC/Hopewell Museum 
hopewellmuseum.org
Horse Country Tours
visithorsecountry.com
Hummel Planetarium (Richmond)
planetarium.eku.edu
James E. Pepper Distillery Tours
jamesepepper.com
Keeneland
keeneland.com
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea
kentuckyartisancenter.ky.gov
Kentucky Horse Park
kyhorsepark.com
Kentucky Theater
kentuckytheater.com
Mary Todd Lincoln House
mtlhouse.org
Old Fort Harrod State Park 
(Harrodsburg)
parks.ky.gov/parks/recreationparks/fort-harrod
Pioneer Playhouse (Danville)
pioneerplayhouse.com
Red Mile
redmileky.com
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 
(Harrodsburg)
shakervillageky.org
Yuko-En On the Elkhorn, the Official 
Kentucky-Japan Friendship Garden 
(Georgetown)
yukoen.com l

Above: Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky, located 
in Georgetown, is America’s first and the world’s largest 
Toyota manufacturing facility. The facility hosts free 
hour-long tours on weekdays for visitors to explore the 
manufacturing facility and better understand how more 
than 2,000 cars are produced daily. 

Right: Similar to the Kentucky Bourbon Trail, Zip 
The Bluegrass is free to join and is an experience 
for thrill-seekers exploring the state. Locally, Boone 
Creek Outdoors is Lexington’s world class Zip Line 
Canopy Tour showcasing the spectacular Boone Creek 
limestone gorge. The region’s only zipline experience 
take participants through old growth hardwood, rare 
palisades and historic ruins in the unique Boone Creek 
ecosystem. 

Ward Hall in Georgetown is the grandest Greek Revival residence in Kentucky, and one of the finest 
examples of a mid-Nineteenth Century classical building in the United States. It was completed circa 1857 
at a cost of $50,000 in gold, and represents one of the most intact houses in the country. The more-than-
12,000-s.f. house rises from a 6-foot high brushed and hammered coquina limestone foundation.
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ARTS & CULTURE

BY KATHIE STAMPS

LEXINGTON attracts tourists and 
relocating businesses for many 
reasons, one being that it is literally 

attractive. 
There has never been a shortage 

of artists in Central Kentucky. Local 
communities boast galleries and artist 
co-ops, local theaters allow children to 
get involved and dancers, musicians 
and sculptors alike all find homes in the 
region’s inviting communities. Individuals, 
organized groups, corporations and the 
city government itself have an intrinsic 
appreciation of the arts. 

The Corridors Commission has 
installed landscaped art in the form of 
attractive plantings on Main Street and 
Oliver Lewis Way, in the median of 
Newtown Pike at I-75 and on Man O’ 
War at Versailles Road. Lexington-Fayette 
Urban County Councilmember Bill 
Farmer chairs the Corridors Commission, 
which is tasked with managing the 
look and feel of Lexington’s gateways 
to the city. He is proposing a Percent 

for Art program for Lexington to set 
aside 1 percent of the cost of capital 
improvement projects for public art.

“There’s a thirst for that from the 
public and the council,” Farmer said of 
big art projects. 

Approximately 350 U.S. cities, from 
Indianapolis to Seattle, have public art 
programs. The process for Lexington will 
involve council approval of the Percent 
for Art resolution, input from the public, 
the drafting and subsequent revising of a 
Public Art Master Plan for the city and the 
establishment of a Public Art Acquisition 
Fund. The fund would enable works 
of art to be commissioned and provide 
for the installation and maintenance of 
public art on property owned or operated 
by the Urban County Government. 

If passed, the fund will “look at 
Lexington as a canvas,” Farmer said, 

“to bring things that are tactile, more 
powerful and stand out to the public.”

“There’s this unspoken need for art all 
the time – music, public art, everything – 
and Lexington has some of the best talent 
in the country,” said Donald Mason, 
executive director of the Lyric Theatre 
and Cultural Arts Center. 

Built in 1948, the Lyric Theatre closed 
in 1963. It was renovated and reopened 
in 2010 to bring in musical performers 
and films to its 520-seat theater. The 
Lyric also offers youth-centric educational 
programs, a monthly Feed the Soul 
luncheon series, a dance event called Fun 
Fridays, art pieces throughout the entire 
building and rotating exhibits in the 
second-floor gallery. Venue rental is the 
main source of revenue for the center. 

Mason would like to see a restaurant 
or two open in the downtown 
neighborhood near the center. “The East 
End is a diamond-in-the-rough area from 
a commerce perspective,” he said.

‘Look at Lexington as a canvas’ 
Prominent and public arts scene enlivens Central Kentucky living

Casa de la Cultura is a group that promotes the 
Latino culture to the region’s younger generation 
with programs, workshops, classes and festivals 
including an annual Festival Dia de las Madres.

Berea is a thriving artist community and this 
year hosted the Artists Thrive Summit. Summit 
attendees enjoy lively discussion with participants 
from around the country.
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LEXARTS
161 North Mill Street
Lexington, KY 40507
(859) 255-2951
lexarts.org
 
LexArts works for the 
development of a strong 
and vibrant arts community 
as a means of enhancing 
the quality of life in central 
Kentucky. Through its 
annual Fund for the Arts, 
LexArts raises millions of dollars in support of 
local arts, and, in turn, underwrites operating 
expenses of Partner Organizations, awards 
Community Arts Development grants and 
offers affordable rehearsal and office space for 
arts organizations.

Ellen A. “Nan” 
Plummer, 
President/CEO, 
LexArts



When art is everywhere, life’s more lively and way more colorful. 
Every year, LexArts LexArts helps dozens of artists and arts organizations push the boundaries  
and raise the bar in music, dance, theater, visual and literary arts. Events like our popular  
LexArts Hop and Public Art projects get people on their feet and out in the streets to  
connect with and celebrate the arts — and the vibrant, colorful world that’s out there.
 
When art is out there working its magic, lives are enriched and entire  
communities rise and shine. Arts everywhere 24/7/365 all around town.       

LexArts.org  |  859.255.2951  |  161 North Mill St.  Helping art come to l i fe.

everywhere
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ARTS & CULTURE

Although the 2018 Fund for the Arts 
campaign for LexArts fell short of its $1.2 
million goal, corporate giving was up 4 
percent and individual donations were up 
19 percent from last year. For fiscal year 
2019 that began July 1, 2018, LexArts is 
providing funds for six General Operating 
Support partners: Carnegie Center for 
Literacy and Learning; Central Kentucky 
Youth Orchestras; Lexington Art League; 
Lexington Children’s Theatre; Lexington 
Philharmonic; and the Living Arts and 
Science Center. A dozen programs and 
15 projects are receiving community 
arts development grants from LexArts. 
Dozens of seasonal ARTy pARTies hosted 
by individuals or couples take place at 
their homes or small venues as LexArts 
fundraisers. ARTy pARTies in the fall of 
2017 raised $55,000. 

As founder and owner of Arts 
Connect, Kate Savage typically works 
on several artistic projects at once. She 
runs a mobile gallery for rotating original 
artwork in corporate spaces, produces 
seasonal luncheon programs and cultural 
trips to other states, and coordinates the 
annual Paint the Town outdoor event for 
artists every June; 61 pieces of downtown 
Lexington were painted in 2018. 

Savage is also the brainchild behind 
the Book Benches project – bus stop 
seating that looks like large, open books – 
as she saw a similar project in her native 
country of England four years ago. 

“I thought that was a cool idea and 
would transfer easily to Lexington,” she 
said. “I approached LexArts and the 
Carnegie Center. They like to collaborate, 
and they were both enthusiastic.” 

Artists painted 38 benches by 
paying tribute to 38 books by Kentucky 
authors. The benches will be on display 
throughout Lexington until October, with 
an auction scheduled for Nov. 17.

In Paris, Hopewell Museum has 
become the center of art and culture, 
history and historic preservation in 
Bourbon County. Founded in 1994 in 
a Beaux-Arts building from 1908, the 
museum is funded by private donations, 
grants and memberships. Community 

offerings include public lectures, a 
monthly Free Family Fun Day, spring 
and fall art walks in participation with 
downtown businesses of Paris, the annual 
Cookies With Santa party, juried art 
shows and at least three historical and 
artistic exhibits each year.

Woodford County, meanwhile, is 
growing fast and the local theater there is 
staying busy. 

“Investing in the arts, especially 

Festival scene
MARCH
• St. Patrick’s Parade & Festival

APRIL
• International Kite and Culture Festival, 

Georgetown
• Lexington Kite Fest

MAY
• Art in the Park, Versailles
• Chamber Music Festival of the Bluegrass 

at Shaker Village
• Francisco’s Farm Arts Festival, Midway
• Mayfest Arts Fair

JUNE
• Beer Cheese Festival, Winchester
• Festival of the Bluegrass
• Great American Brass Band Festival, 

Danville
• Lexington Pride Festival
• Paint the Town

JULY
• BreyerFest, Kentucky Horse Park
• Fourth of July Festival
• SummerFest at Woodland Park

AUGUST
• Berea Celtic Festival

• Crave Food + Music Festival
• Daniel Boone Pioneer Festival, Winchester
• Red, White & Boom Music Festival  

(now at Rupp Arena)
• Shaker Village Craft Fair, Harrodsburg

SEPTEMBER
• Christ the King Oktoberfest
• Festival Latino de Lexington
• Festival of the Horse,  

Downtown Georgetown
• Kentucky State BBQ Festival, Danville
• Roots and Heritage Festival

OCTOBER
• Court Days, Mt. Sterling

NOVEMBER
• Kentucky Book Fair, Kentucky Horse Park

Above: Students at Woodford Theatre’s summer 
academy program perform School of Rock.

Below: Public and street art is a major source 
of Central Kentucky’s creative energy, and in the 
fall of last year LexArts announced a new public 
art project called Book Benches. Born from an 
unprecedented collaboration of creativity between 
Arts Connect, LexArts and The Carnegie Center 
for Literacy and Learning, the benches build on 
the previous success and community support for 
projects such as Horsemania and The Bourbon 
Barrel Project. The 37 fiberglass bus stop benches 
were painted by local artists and spread around 
Lexington for the summer and fall of 2018. The 
project seeks to celebrate Kentucky’s rich, diverse 
literary heritage, encourage reading, and generate 
more interest in and support for public art. 

Winchester’s Beer Cheese Trail is just one of 
the many Kentucky experiences highlighted on 
the state’s new 2018-19 official highway map 
that points to unique Kentucky experiences. 
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theater, is investing in human and civic 
potential,” said Trish Clark, executive and 
artistic director of Woodford Theatre in 
Versailles. “Participating in a theatrical 
production develops the very qualities 
that define good citizens: commitment 
and discipline, a spirit of cooperation and 
creative problem-solving skills.”

Established in 1987 as the Woodford 
County Theatrical Arts Association, 
Woodford Theatre saw patrons from 56 
Kentucky counties during its 2016-17 
season. More than 2,500 students from 
ages 8 to 18 participate annually in the 
theater’s Summer Academy, Woodford 
Theatre Young Artists program and the 
Girl Project Next Generation, among 
other programs and outreach services.

“The arts celebrate all that is good in 
us, and shine a light on that which needs 
repair,” Clark said. “Simply put, the arts 
change lives.”

African American Forum
aafinc.com
Berea Arts Council (Berea)
bereaartscouncil.org
Blackbird Dance Theatre
blackbirddancetheatre.com
Bluegrass Youth Ballet
bluegrassyouthballet.org
Carnegie Center for  
Literacy and Learning
carnegiecenterlex.org

Central Kentucky Youth Orchestras
ckyo.org
Central Music Academy
centralmusicacademy.org
Eastern Kentucky University 
Center for the Arts (Richmond)
ekucenter.com
Grand Theater (Frankfort)
grandtheatrefrankfort.org
Headley-Whitney Museum
headley-whitney.org
Innovation Arts Academy
innovationarts.net
Institute 193
institute193.org
Kentucky Arts Council (Frankfort)
artscouncil.ky.gov
Kentucky Ballet Theatre
kyballet.com
Kentucky Repertory Dance Theatre
krdt.org
Leeds Center for the Arts (Winchester)
leedscenter.org
Lexington Art League
lexingtonartleague.org
Lexington Ballet
lexingtonballet.org
Lexington Chamber Chorale
lexingtonchamberchorale.org
Lexington Children’s Theatre
lctonstage.org
Lexington Community Radio
lexingtoncommunityradio.org
Lexington Opera Society
lexingtonopera.com
Lexington Philharmonic
lexphil.org
Lexington Public Library
lexpublib.org

Lexington Singers
lexsing.org
Living Arts & Science Center
lasclex.org
Lyric Theatre & Cultural Arts Center
lexingtonlyric.com
Norton Center for the Arts (Danville)
nortoncenter.com
Red Barn Radio
redbarnradio.com
Richmond Area Arts Council
artsinrichmond.org
Singletary Center for the Arts
finearts.uky.edu/singletary-center
Studio Players
studioplayers.org
University of Kentucky Art Museum
finearts.uky.edu/art-museum
Woodford Theater (Versailles)
woodfordtheatre.com
Woodsongs Old-Time Radio Hour
woodsongs.com l

Left: Central Music Academy is one of 12 
‘Community Arts Development Programs’ LexArts 
grant recipients in 2018.

Below: For nearly 40 years Ballet Under The Stars 
has brought a taste of culture to Lexington’s 
Woodland Park, where guests sit outdoors 
to enjoy evening shows over the course of a 
weekend. Shows are presented by the Kentucky 
Ballet Theatre.

Mavis Staples performed at the Lyric Theatre & 
Cultural Arts Center in May 2018. Between 1948 and 
1963, the Lyric Theatre was a thriving entertainment 
centerpiece for Lexington’s African-American families. 
Originally built as a movie house, the Lyric is at the 
corner of Third and Deweese Street (now Elm Tree 
Lane) in Lexington. It closed in 1963 before reopening 
again in 2010 with great fanfare after a multimillion-
dollar renovation.
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SPORTS & RECREATION

BY RUSS BROWN

WHETHER you are primarily a 
spectator or enjoy an active 
lifestyle yourself, Central 

Kentucky offers plenty of options, and in 
many cases you don’t have to venture far 
from your front door.

One of the most exciting recreational 
projects to come along in recent years 
is Lexington’s Town Branch Commons, 
which will link Town Branch Trail 
and Legacy Trail to create 22 miles 
of uninterrupted bike and pedestrian 
paths, connecting downtown to the rural 
countryside. Ground was broken in July 
2018, and the park is scheduled to be 
completed by 2021.

Proponents of the Commons, such 
as U.S. Rep Andy Barr and Lexington 
Mayor Jim Gray, expect it to revitalize the 
city and create economic opportunity. 
Barr helped secure $14 million in 
federal funding through the TIGER 
(Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery) grant program. 
The city also received $13.6 million in 
state and federal grants and loans and 
$6 million in private gifts. With a local 
investment of $11.8 million, the $39.5 
million trail portion is fully funded.

“A strong infrastructure ensures local 
and regional economic development,” 
Barr said. “We need something like this 
– an attraction, a green space, a park, a 
water focus, something that attracts more 
economic activity.”

Judging from Kentuckians’ love of the 
outdoors, the Town Branch Commons will 
be greeted with enthusiasm by people in 
Lexington and surrounding counties.

According to a national economic 
impact report last summer by the Colorado-
based Outdoor Industry Association, 61 
percent of Kentucky’s 4.44 million residents 
take part in outdoor recreation, which the 
organization describes as camping, fishing, 
hunting, motorcycling, off-roading snow 
sports, trail sports, water sports, wheel 
sports and wildlife viewing. The OIA 
reports 25 percent of outdoor recreation 
trips in Kentucky are within 30 minutes 
of home and that spending by in-state 
residents on outdoor recreation amounts to 
nearly $9 billion per year, while out-of-state 
visitors spend another $4.35 billion.

The report breaks spending down in 
all 435 congressional districts. Kentucky 
residents of District 6, which includes 
the Central Kentucky cities of Lexington, 
Richmond and Frankfort, spent  
$1.44 billion.

A ‘sizzling’ sports scene 
Neither spectators nor participants are wanting for activities and engagement

The Lexington Legends are a minor league 
baseball team in the South Atlantic League, and are 
the Class A affiliate of the Kansas City Royals.

Above: The PGA Tour made a stop in Central 
Kentucky over the summer with the Barbasol 
Championship visiting Keene Trace Golf 
Club in Nicholasville.

Right: Widely considered the most beautiful 
racetrack in the United States, Keeneland Race 
Course is a timeless Central Kentucky destination 
that draws hundreds of thousands of spectators 
for racing meets every spring and fall as well as 
sales of the top performing Thoroughbreds in the 
world. Its free and open grounds are a popular 
visitor attraction during the on and off season.
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All areas of Kentucky are fortunate 
to have access to numerous outdoor 
recreational opportunities, the crown 
jewel of which is a large and diverse state 
parks system. Kentucky boasts 49 state 
parks, highlighted by 17 full-service 
resort parks (more than any other state). 
Lexington alone has 52 miles of walking 
and shared use trails, ranging from 0.2 to 
3.65 miles, and the 10-plus-mile, 734-
acre Raven Run Sanctuary.

If competition in the outdoors is your 
bag, Kentucky fills that need, too. Two 
of the biggest events are the Bluegrass 
State Games and RunTheBluegrass 
Half-Marathon, held each spring at 
Keeneland Race Course and billed as 
“America’s Prettiest Half-Marathon.” 
RunTheBluegrass, was named by Runner’s 
World magazine as one of the best races 
in the country. Runners have come from 
all 50 states and 10 countries, and the 
event has accounted for $5.5 million 
in direct economic impact since 2012. 
RunTheBluegrass will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary in 2020.

The Bluegrass State Games, meanwhile, 
is a non-profit entity that promotes amateur 
athletics across the state and is the signature 
event of the Bluegrass Sports Commission. 
The Games, now in their 34th year, feature 
30-plus different sports and is a member 
of the National Congress of State Games, 
which is a member of the United States 
Olympic Committee. It has the largest 
participation of any amateur sporting event 
in Kentucky, attracting more than 16,000 
competitors, and is one of the biggest 
running events of its kind in the U.S. 

With no offense meant to the 
successful sports programs at Eastern 
Kentucky University, Transylvania or 
Centre College, far and away the largest 
spectator sport in Kentucky is University 
of Kentucky basketball.

According to a recent study by 
WalletHub.com, Lexington is the No. 5 

city for college basketball fans, behind 
Chapel Hill, N.C.; Lawrence, Kan.; Los 
Angeles; and Durham, N.C., rankings 
that would undoubtedly get an argument 
from the Wildcat faithful who feel they’re 
No. 1.

WalletHub.com said the Wildcats’ 
basketball program is worth $24.4 million, 
creating an annual profit of more than 
$15 million. Number one on the list was 
Louisville with a value of $36.1 million, 
followed by North Carolina ($29.6), Kansas 
($28.2) and Duke ($25.0).

To determine the sport’s most valuable 
programs, WalletHub.com said it looked at 
three key areas for which college basketball’s 
top teams generate value: their universities, 
athletic departments and conferences.

“A college basketball fan needs two 
things – passion and consistency,” said Tony 
Neely, UK’s assistant athletics director for 
media relations. “Kentucky leads the nation 
in attendance almost every year, and many 
fans also follow the team on road games. 
And there’s no ‘day off’ in the off-season. 

Our fans are eager for news and opinion 
about the team 365 days a year. We don’t 
call it the ‘Big Blue Nation’ for nothing.”

Thanks in large part to basketball, UK 
Athletics is one of a handful of programs 
in the country that is self-sustaining. That 
means the department’s revenues pay for all 
of its own expenses, including overhead, 
athletic scholarships, coaches’ salaries, 
facilities, among others. In 2013, Athletics 
contributed $65 million to the construction 
of the Academic Science Building in the 
heart of UK’s campus, which serves more 
than 35,000 students annually. Athletics 
also provides funding of $1.7 million in 
academic scholarships annually.

UK Athletics status as a self-sustaining 
unit ensures the school does not need 
to subsidize its activity with tuition 
revenue or state appropriations. In fact, 
UK athletics has contributed more than 
$150 million dollars to the academic and 
research mission of the school.

Jim Gray, the Lexington mayor, likes to 
say his city is “sizzling.” That’s a description 
that could fit most of Central Kentucky 
these days in the area of sports. l

Above: The University of Kentucky Wildcats 
basketball team is the winningest in U.S. 
college history and fills 23,500-seat Rupp 
Arena for every game.

Right: Central Kentucky’s sports and recreation 
amenities have something for everyone and all ages 
with an organized activities list including gymnastic 
classes, kickball and sand volleyball leagues and 
horse riding lessons.

Left: RunTheBluegrass, nearing its 10th year, 
attracts roughly 10,000 out of town visitors 
and generates an economic impact of roughly 
$1.35 million in new, nonlocal money. Runners 
love the race as it weaves through iconic horse 
country and allows participants the chance to see 
Thoroughbreds up close.
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BY ABBY LAUB

LEXINGTON is buzzing with 
excitement in 2018 as construction 
transforms the city’s core. The long-

awaited $200 million-plus City Center 
project is inching closer to completion, 
and ground was broken this summer on 
Town Branch Commons and the $241 
million expansion of Lexington Center 
and reinvention of Rupp Arena.

“Lexington is a Great American City 
where everyone is welcome,” Mayor Jim 
Gray said. “Our quality of life is high, 
and there are opportunities for jobs with 
a future.”

 
Gigabit City
Lexington will soon be the nation’s largest 
gigabit city, as MetroNet invests $70 
million to build a fiber optic network. 
The Indiana-based telecommunications 
company recently activated the network, 
serving its first subscribers with some of 
the fastest internet speeds in the world.

“That’s the fuel needed by a University 
City with expanding technology jobs 
and advanced industries across the City,” 
Mayor Gray said.

 
Food and Drink
Lexington is increasingly known for its 
food and drink scene. The revitalization 
of the historic Distillery District has 
brought bourbon production back to 
Lexington. Tourists have swarmed to the 
Bourbon Trail.

“Our restaurants routinely win 
national recognition,” Mayor Gray said. 
“We’ve been ranked as one of the 30 
most exciting food cities in America. 
Investments in new restaurants have 
transformed Jefferson Street, and the Barn 
at the Summit at Fritz Farm has been 
ranked as one of the 10 most delicious 
food halls in America.”

 
Entertainment
Residents of Fayette County enjoy 
amenities like The Red Mile, 
Keeneland Race Course, the Lexington 
Philharmonic, historic McConnell 
Springs, Raven Run nature sanctuary, and 
so much more. Lexington’s city limits 
have offerings as diverse as downtown 
art gallery hops and wooded hiking trails 

less than three miles away. Also, the 
University of Kentucky Wildcats have one 
of the nation’s most enthusiastic collegiate 
sports fan bases, injecting the excitement 
of Southeastern Conference competition 
into the college town culture.

 The completion of Town Branch 
Commons will mean Lexington has 
22 miles of uninterrupted trail. “Town 
Branch Commons will create new 
opportunities as it moves through our 

downtown. It is a linear park that will 
connect rural to urban; our history to 
our future; trail to trail; and park to park 
downtown,” Gray said. “Town Branch 
will have a lasting impact on our city and 
its citizens.”

 
City budget
Over the past eight years, Lexington has 
worked through budget issues to create a 
more financially healthy city, making public 
investments in quality of life possible.

 “In my first year as mayor, we 
inherited a city in a tough financial 
condition,” Gray said. “A $9 million hole 
in the 2011 budget, and a $27 million 
shortfall projected for the next year.

 By focusing on job creation and 
government efficiency, we have turned 
our finances around and created 
surpluses in each of the last seven years. 
Lexington has been ranked as one of 
the best managed cities in the country. 
Now we are able to make investments 
that build quality of life, which in turn 
attracts new employers and good jobs to 
Lexington, growing our economy.”

 In July 2018, WalletHub ranked 
Lexington as the nation’s fourth best 
run city, after comparing the operating 
efficiency of 150 of the largest U.S. cities.

 
Schools
Lexington has one of the most highly 
educated workforces in the country, 
thanks to a talented pool of graduates 
from its universities, including the 
University of Kentucky, Transylvania 
University, Sullivan University and 
Bluegrass Community and Technical 
College.

 Education begins with a progressive 
and growing school scene – Fayette 
County Public Schools added three 
new schools in the last two years, 
including an ultra modern sixth major 
high school. And the new programming 
offered through its Academies programs 
is keeping FCPS students in step with 
future workforce demands.

 
Business
Lexington is a major business,  
financial, retail and hospitality  
center. It is home to international 
headquarters such as Valvoline, 
Lexmark, Florida Tile and A&W 
Brands. Partnering with the University 
of Kentucky in a land swap, Lexington 
will have 250 acres of new economic 
development land to continue to grow 
our economy.

 The housing market also reflects 
Lexington-Fayette’s growing economy. 
The Lexington-Bluegrass Association  
of Realtors, or LBAR, has 3,200  
member Realtors in 22 counties –  
soon to be 26, pending national 
approval of the Madison County  
Board of Realtors consolidating with 
LBAR. In the first half of 2018, LBAR 
members in Fayette County represented 
2,384 residential sales. l

LEXINGTONA ‘Great American City’
Lexington-Fayette benefits from great business and quality of life

FAYETTE COUNTY

Lexington city leaders are weighing the financial 
pros and cons of building a new city hall.
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MERGED CITY/COUNTY:  
LEXINGTON
Jim Gray, Mayor 
200 E. Main St.
Lexington, KY 40507 
(859) 258-3100 
mayor@lexingtonky.gov 
lexingtonky.gov

FAYETTE COUNTY  
JUDGE-EXECUTIVE 
Jon Larson
215 W. Short St., Suite 210 
Lexington, KY 40507 
(859) 351-2266

FAYETTE COUNTY CLERK
Don Blevins Jr.
162 E. Main St.
Lexington, KY 40507 
(859) 253-3344 
info@fayettecountyclerk.com 
fayettecountyclerk.com

Estimated 2018 Population: 326,025
No. of households: 125,752
Median household income: $50,661*
* In 2016 dollars

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
lexingtonky.gov
LexCall Centralized Service  
and Information Call Center:  
(859) 425-CALL / 311

Bill O’Mara
Commissioner 
of Finance

Chris Ford
Commissioner of 
Social Services

Kenneth Armstrong
Commissioner of 
Public Safety

Derek Paulsen
Commissioner 
of Planning, 
Preservation & 
Development

Janet Graham
Commissioner 
of Law

Geoff Reed
Commissioner of 
General Services

Kristin Chilton
Fire Chief

Lawrence 
Weathers
Chief of Police

Steve Kay
Vice Mayor

Richard Moloney
Councilmember
At Large

Kevin O. Stinnett
Councilmember 
At Large

Kathy Plomin  
District 12
Councilmember

Peggy Henson 
District 11
Councilmember

Amanda Mays 
Bledsoe
District 10
Councilmember

Jennifer Mossotti
District 9
Councilmember

Fred Brown
District 8 
Councilmember

Preston Worley
District 7
Councilmember

Angela Evans
District 6
Councilmember

Bill Farmer Jr.
District 5
Councilmember

Susan Lamb
District 4
Councilmember

Jake Gibbs
District 3
Councilmember

Joe Smith
District 2
Councilmember

James Brown
District 1
Councilmember

Jim Gray

Charles Martin
Acting
Commissioner
of Environmental
Quality and
Public Works

Sally Hamilton
Chief 
Administrative 
Officer

Aldona Valicenti
Chief Information 
Officer
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Raising The Bar!
Jessamine County, Kentucky, USA

Jessamine County 
Joint Economic Development Authority

D. Craig McAnelly
Executive Director

859.533.0413
cmcanelly@jessamineeda.com

102 South First Street
P.O. Box 1042

Nicholasville, KY 40356
www.jessamineeda.com

JESSAMINE COUNTY

JESSAMINE County and the city of Nicholasville 
are part of the Lexington Metropolitan Statistical 
area and merge seamlessly with Fayette County. 

The county is well connected to one of the state’s 
most strategic logistical highway networks, including 
Bluegrass Parkway and interstates 64 and 75. 

Locally based industry giants like McLane 
Trucking Co. take advantage of this logistical asset 
in Central Kentucky, but the county also has quick 
access to scenic countryside vistas, history and 
entertainment. It is home to the oldest winery 
in the U.S. at Chrisman Mill Winery and boasts 
Kentucky’s oldest continually operating business at 
Valley View Ferry.

Containing more than 200-plus acres of industrial 
zoned land, Jessamine County is located only 14 miles 
from Blue Grass Airport and 18 miles from interstates 
64 and 75. The county has top notch public schools 
and has 16 four-year educational institutions within a 
40-mile radius.

Residents, business and industry – including 
multiple international and national headquarters 
– take advantage of property values and taxes that 
remain lower than the majority of the Lexington 
MSA. Also, Jessamine County’s newest industrial park under construction was recently classified 
as a Kentucky Opportunity Zone. It’s located on a designated trucking route on a four-lane divided 
state highway. The Zone encourages individuals and corporations to invest in a variety of economic 
development projects through “Opportunity Funds”.

Jessamine County, a Certified Work Ready Community, is proudly the home to the international 
headquarters of Alltech, Inc., AMCOR, Sargent & Greanleaf and the RJ Corman Railroad Group, among others.

The county has a diverse economic base, an excellent workforce drawn from numerous counties in the 
region, and close proximity to amenities in Central Kentucky, while maintaining a stunning rural appeal. 
Outdoor and history enthusiasts enjoy Kentucky River access, hiking, High Bridge Park, and Camp Nelson Civil 
War Heritage Park and National Cemetery. Camp Nelson is slated to become a national park. l

Estimated 2018  
Population:  
54,618
No. of 
households:  
18,401
Median 
household 
income:  
$52,748

Chamber of Commerce:  
Ronda May, Executive Director 
jessaminechamber.com
Jessamine County Economic 
Development Authority:  
Craig McAnelly, President
jessamineco.com
County Seat:  
Nicholasville 
Pete Sutherland, Mayor  
nicholasville.org
Judge-Executive:  
David K. West   
dwest@jessamineco.com

Prime mix of location, big business, history

While many businesses call Jessamine County 
home for its lower tax rate and property costs, 
the county also boasts Kentucky River and 
Palisades access that provide stellar outdoor 
adventure opportunities. The county attracts 
hikers, paddlers, bird watchers and day trippers 
from all over the region to experience the great 
outdoors. Pictured is Jessamine Creek Gorge.
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THE COUNTIES OF CENTRAL KENTUCKY

ANDERSON COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population: 
22,541
No. of households:  
8,554
Median household income: 
$55,513
Chamber of Commerce:  
Pam Brough, President 
andersonchamberky.org

Lawrenceburg-Anderson County  
Economic Development Authority: 
George E. Leamon, Executive Director 
andersoncoky.com
County Seat: Lawrenceburg 
Sandy Goodlett, Mayor 
www.lawrenceburgky.org
Judge-Executive: Orbrey Gritton 
Judgeorbreygritton@nich.twcbc.com

BOURBON COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population: 20,069
No. of households: 8,043
Median household income: $44,232
Chamber of Commerce:  
parisbourbonchamber.com
Paris/Bourbon County Economic 
Development Authority:  
Gordon E. Wilson, Executive Director 
parisobourboncountyeda.com
County Seat: Paris 
Michael J.Thornton, Mayor 
paris.ky.gov
Judge-Executive: Michael R. Williams  
judge@bourbonky.com

Downtown Danville in Boyle County is a vibrant and engaged community. It 
sits directly next to the prestigious Centre College and get high marks as both 
a stellar family community and a great place to retire.

BOYLE COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population: 
20,126
No. of households:  
10,882
Median household income: 
$40,758
Chamber of Commerce:  
Jeff Jewel, Executive Director 
danvilleboylechamber.com

Danville/Boyle County  
Economic Development Partnership:  
Jody A. Lassiter, President/CEO 
betterindanville.com
County Seat: Danville 
Mike Perros, Mayor 
danvilleky.org
Judge-Executive: Harold McKinney  
hmckinney@boyleky.com

CLARK COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population: 
36,087
No. of households:  
14,183
Median household income: 
$49,069
Chamber of Commerce:  
Cindy Banks, Executive Director 
winchesterkychamber.com

Winchester/Clark County Industrial Authority:  
Todd Denham, Executive Director 
winchesterindustry.com
County Seat: Winchester 
Ed Burtner, Mayor 
winchesterky.com
Judge-Executive: Henry Branham  
clarkcountyjudge@yahoo.com

ESTILL COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
14,182
No. of households:  
5,662
Median household income:  
$29,694
Chamber of Commerce:  
Mike Collins, President   
estillcountyky.net
Estill Development Alliance:  
Joe Crawford, Executive Director 
estillcountyky.net
County Seat: Irvine 
James Gross, Mayor
Judge-Executive: Kevin Williams 
kevin@estillcounty.net
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FRANKLIN COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
50,166
No. of households:  
20,978
Median household income:  
$50,999
Chamber of Commerce:  
Carmen Inman, President/CEO  
frankfortky.info

Kentucky Capital Development  
Corporation-KCDC: 
Terri Bradshaw, President/CEO  
kycapitaldevelopment.com
County Seat/State Capital: Frankfort 
William May, Mayor 
frankfort.ky.gov
Judge-Executive: Huston Wells 
hwells@franklincountyky.com

GARRARD COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
17,363
No. of households:  
6,732
Median household income:  
$46,373
Chamber of Commerce:  
Tisha Bristow, President 
garrardchamber.com
Industrial Development Authority:  
David Land, Director 
garrardcounty.ky.gov
County Seat: Lancaster
Chris Davis, Mayor 
cityoflancasterky.com
Judge-Executive: John Wilson  
garrardjudge@windstream.net

HARRISON COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population: 
18,770
No. of households: 7,135
Median household income: 
$40,164
Chamber of Commerce:  
Tomi Jean Clifford, Executive Director 
cynthianaharrisoncountychamber 
ofcommerce.wildapricot.org

Cynthiana-Harrison County Economic 
Development Authority:  
Garnett Furnish, Executive Director 
harrisoncokyeda.com
County Seat: Cynthiana 
James D. Smith, Mayor 
cynthianaky.com
Judge-Executive: Alex Barnett 
hcjudge@harrisoncountyfiscalcourt.com

MADISON COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
90,002
No. of households:  
32,409
Median household income:  
$43,707
Chamber of Commerce:  
Mendi Goble, President/CEO 
richmondchamber.com
Richmond Industrial Development Corp.:  
David Stipes, Executive Director  
richmondkyindustrial.com
County Seat: Richmond 
Jim Barnes, Mayor 
richmond.ky.us
Judge-Executive: Reagan Taylor 
reagan.taylor@madisoncountyky.us

LINCOLN COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
24,408
No. of households:  
9,721
Median household income:  
$35,185
Chamber of Commerce:  
Andrea Miller, Executive Director 
lincolncountychamber.com
Stanford/Lincoln County Industrial Development 
Authority:  
George Leamon, Executive Director  
lincolncountyeda.com 
County Seat: Stanford 
Eddie Carter, Mayor 
stanfordky.org
Judge-Executive: Jim W. Adams 
jadams@lincolnky.com

The Lancaster Grand Theatre in Garrard County will host the National Ballet 
of Ukraine (pictured) who will perform The Nutcracker in November 2018. 
The Lancaster Grand Theatre originally opened its doors in 1925 and has been 
restored to its original beauty. It is Central Kentucky’s newest performing arts center.



lanereport.com A Complete Community 79

MERCER COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
21,377
No. of households:  
8,813
Median household income:  
$46,130
Chamber of Commerce:  
Jill Cutler, Executive Director 
mercerchamber.com

Harrodsburg/Mercer County Industrial 
Development Authority:  
Mike Willand, Executive Director 
mercerkybusiness.com
County Seat: Harrodsburg 
Eddie Long, Mayor 
harrodsburgcity.org
Judge-Executive: Milward Dedman   
mdedman@mercerky.com

POWELL COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
11,925
No. of households:  
2,758
Median household income:  
$37,993
Powell County Industrial 
Development Authority:  
Craig Dawson, Executive Director 
powellcountyindustrial.com
County Seat: Stanton 
Dale Allen, Mayor 
cityofstantonky.com
Judge-Executive: James D. Anderson Jr.   
judge099@yahoo.com

Downtown Georgetown glows at sunset.

NICHOLAS COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
7,083
No. of households:  
2,758
Median household income:  
$37,993
Chamber of Commerce:  
Tyler Curran, President 
carlisle-chamber.com

Carlisle-Nicholas County  
Economic Development Authority:  
Bascom Sorrell, Chairman   
nicholascounty.ky.gov
County Seat: Carlisle 
Larry Jolly, Mayor 
carlisle.ky.gov
Judge-Executive: Mike Pryor 
judgeex@qx.net

SCOTT COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
60,622
No. of households:  
18,913
Median household income:  
$64,329
Chamber of Commerce:  
Kimberly Hay, President 
gtown.org

Scott County United:  
Jack Conner, Director 
gtown.org
County Seat: Georgetown 
Tom Prather, Mayor 
georgetownky.gov
Judge-Executive: George Lusby   
glusby@scottky.com

WOODFORD COUNTY
Estimated 2018 Population:  
26,550
No. of households:  
9,976
Median household income:  
$59,471
Chamber of Commerce:  
Don Vizi, Executive Director 
woodfordcountyinfo.com
Versailles/Woodford County Economic 
Development Authority:  
John Soper, Chairman 
woodfordeda.com
County Seat: Versailles 
Brian Traugott, Mayor 
versaillesky.com
Judge-Executive: John E. Coyle   
jcoyle@woodfordcountyky.com

U
lri

ch
 B

ur
kh

al
te

r p
ho

to



THE COUNTIES OF CENTRAL KENTUCKY

Communities with Character 
17 counties of the region each provide unique assets

Above: In Harrodsburg, Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is a landmark destination that shares 3,000 acres of 
discovery in the spirit of the Kentucky Shakers. It was once home to the third largest Shaker community 
in the U.S. 

Right: The Amsden bank building was built in 1890 in downtown Versailles before closing in 1931. After 
years of neglect it was meticulously renovated by a local couple who turned it into a multi-purple space 
including a coffee club, mercantile, boutique, bourbon bar and yoga room. 

Below left: Riney B. Park is a 50 acre city park in Nicholasville that has an aquatic center, disc golf course, a 
collection of train equipment, and a walking trail that follows a portion of the old Riney B Railroad bed. 

Left: Founded in 1950 by Col. Eben C. Henson, Danville’s Pioneer Playhouse is 
the oldest outdoor theatre in Kentucky and has been called the “Granddaddy” 
of Kentucky Outdoor Dramas.

Below: Georgetown is the seventh largest city by population in Kentucky, but 
thanks to careful preservation, its downtown retains stunning historic character 
and bucolic appeal. 

The famous Bluegrass 
countryside – pictured here 
near Keeneland Racecourse on 
the west side of Fayette County 
– is one of the hallmark’s of 
Central Kentucky and beckons 
visitors to take slow drives on 
the picturesque winding roads 
past world class Thoroughbred 
farm operations.
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PROUDLY SERVING THE  
COMMONWEALTH FOR 50 YEARS

KET.org   #KET50



1-800-866-4485

For more than 30 years,  
Toyota Kentucky has been dedicated to the advancement of the 
Commonwealth. With thousands of jobs created and a direct 
investment of $7 billion, we’re committed to building opportunities  
for communities in Kentucky and across the United States. 
 
See what’s ahead at Toyota and sign up for a free tour today.
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