
 

 
 

 

  

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Matthew James is an adventurer and explorer by nature and by trade. He works tirelessly to 

ensure passengers have the best possible expedition experience. 

 

Matthew James is inspired by his loving family and friends to journey into the unknown 

parts of the world. Born and raised in southern Ontario, MJ was immediately introduced to 

an adventurous lifestyle by a family of avid explorers. He loves the outdoors and has been 

infatuated with all things wild from a young age. He first travelled to the Arctic at the age of 

two—an experience that ignited his love for the North. 

As the Director of Business Development, MJ focuses on creating long-lasting partnerships 

with likeminded organizations. His years of experience working aboard expeditions have 

ideally equipped him to anticipate and understand the individual needs of clients and 

partners alike. MJ prides himself on crafting custom experiences that surpass expectations 

and meet objectives on both sides of the table. 

MJ travels widely to understand diverse cultures, connect with people, and nurture his love 

for the natural world. With over sixty expeditions all over the world—and seventeen years 

of field experience—under his belt, MJ is highly experienced in all aspects of expedition 

cruising. 

Safety and guest experience are his two primary concerns, and he brings his passion for all 

things wild to bear on trips. His favourite places to travel are the polar regions, and has led 

dozens of trips to the Arctic and Antarctic. 

Whether in the role of Expedition Leader, host, or Zodiac driver, MJ is dedicated to sharing 

experiences and leading the charge. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Expedition Leader 
Naturalist, traveller, and adventurer, Julie’s enthusiasm and passion are contagious; she is 

excited to share her love and knowledge of the environment. 

 

Julie is originally from Lévis, Québec, and the St. Lawrence River’s shores have 

always been a place of adventures and discoveries for her. Julie’s love for nature 

and thirst of exploration has brought her up north of 60, where she called the 

Yukon wilderness home. 

Julie graduated in biogeography from University of Quebec in Rimouski. She has 

participated in a variety of research projects, including the enumeration of stock of 

the pacific salmon on northern rivers, the behaviour of hoary marmot in the 

Yukon’s mountains, and camera trapping cheetahs and lions in Africa. 

Like a lot of northerners, Julie possesses a versatile array of skills. She has worked 

as a wildlife technician, a guide, and in the film and dental industry. Always seeking 

new adventures or new berries patches, Julie also enjoys her quiet time at home in 

her off-the-grid cabin in the beautiful Yukon pine forest that she built with her 

partner. 

Julie joined Adventure Canada in 2016 and fulfilled her lifelong dream of sailing in 

Arctic waters. She is looking forward to sharing her love of the polar world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Director 
Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at heart, having explored 

all seven continents and both polar regions. 

 

Although she grew up land-locked in Southern Ontario, Ellie was bitten by the travel 

bug at a young age. After studying Linguistics at Queen’s University and completing 

a Master's degree in Child Study and Education at the University of Toronto, Ellie 

taught an environmentally focused curriculum to elementary students for six years 

before she ran away to sea. Since then, she’s found herself aboard sailboats in the 

Caribbean, mega yachts in the Mediterranean, and on expedition ships in both 

polar regions. 

Her love for being on the water often finds her snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up 

paddle boarding, canoeing, or driving a Zodiac. But her passion for being under the 

water is what led her to pursue a PADI Divemaster qualification. From the warm, 

clear waters of the Red Sea to the cold, rough swells in New Zealand, Ellie loves 

learning about the life and history of the places she dives and sharing these with 

others. 

Above the waves, you can often find Ellie hiking, trail running, skiing, snowshoeing, 

or stretching out on her yoga mat. Whether boarding down volcanos in Nicaragua, 

climbing sand dunes in Morocco, white-water canoeing down the French River, or 

riding the Tokyo subway during rush hour, she loves to seek out adventures that 

expand her world view. Her travel and memoir writing has been featured in the 

Globe & Mail, Atlas Obscura, and Explore Magazine online, as well as Adventure 

Canada's own Mindful Explorer platform. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CFO, Host 
Bill is passionate about connecting with people through stories and laughter, and making lasting 

memories of new experiences together. 

 

Hailing from Grand Falls-Windsor, Newfoundland, Bill spent his summer months 

with family at the cabin in Northern Arm in the Bay of Exploits. After obtaining his 

CA designation in Halifax and a brief stint in New Zealand, he moved to Toronto to 

pursue a career in the travel business specializing in polar cruising. 

Since 2010, Bill has been managing Finance and Accounting for and assisting the 

Operations team at Adventure Canada. When not aboard the ship or in the office, 

Bill enjoys spending time outdoors with Patricia, coaching his son Harris on the 

baseball diamond, or reading a good book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Geologist 
Paul is a geologist, writer, and cultural educator—born and raised in Newfoundland. He’s an 

advocate for traditional Newfoundland music, song, and dance. 

 

Paul was conceived, born, raised, and educated in the geology and landscapes of 

Newfoundland & Labrador. As a professional geologist, Paul has already had a diverse 

career in geological research, mineral exploration, public service, and public education. He 

is the former Executive Director of the Johnson GEO CENTRE, a world-class geological 

interpretation centre in St. John’s, focusing on the geological wonders of Newfoundland 

and Labrador. In his twenty-five years in the public service, Paul served as the Assistant 

Deputy Minister of Mines and Deputy Minister of Environment and Conservation.  

Paul Dean is also a writer, a storyteller, and advocate for the traditional music and songs of 

Newfoundland & Labrador. He has been a regular performer at the annual March Hare 

literary festival for the past fifteen years. Some of his stories have been published in the 

Newfoundland Quarterly and The March Hare Anthology. His first book of stories Come on 

with the Punt was published by Pedlar Press in 2016. He has strong roots in rural 

Newfoundland and continues to spend good times in Placentia Bay where he was born, as 

well as in Trinity Bight and Notre Dame Bay. Most of his stories are based in small 

communities in these parts of rural Newfoundland.  

More recently, Paul is engaged in exploring the links between geology, landscape, and 

culture. He is equally at ease with friends and colleagues in the geological community and 

his many friends in the fields of art, culture, and entertainment. 

Paul always tries to bring the complexities of geology to life for non-geologists, school 

children, tourists, community leaders, artists and the general public. He believes that all 

rocks and landscapes have a story to tell; it is just a matter of asking the right questions 

and listening very carefully for the answers. Paul says that Newfoundland & Labrador is 

such an exciting part of the planet to study and view geology because the rocks are 

continuously exposed along the coastline of the North Atlantic. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographer, Wildlife Biologist 
Dennis delights in celebrating a sense of place—wherever that place may be. His photography 

has been published worldwide and he is the author of nine books. 

 

Dennis has been working with Adventure Canada since 2002 as a naturalist and 

photographer in the Arctic, Newfoundland, Antarctica, New Zealand, Galapagos, 

and Scotland. Dennis’s path—from his small island roots in Twillingate, 

Newfoundland to his current career as a photographer and eco-tour leader—has 

taken him through more than three decades of local and international work. 

Educated as a wildlife biologist, his first professional job was as the 

designer/manager of a nature education and wildlife rehabilitation centre. He also 

worked for nearly thirty years as an environmental educator in Newfoundland & 

Labrador, Africa, the Seychelles, and the Caribbean. Dennis is the author of nine 

educational and photographic books, and has tried his hand at dairy farming and 

even working as a polar bear guide in Churchill, Manitoba. 

For him, nature and photography are inseparable. Dennis immerses himself in 

nature through photography and seeks to inspire in the viewer a deeper 

connection with the natural world. His latest book, Labrador: The Big Land was 

published in 2016 and a sister volume, Newfoundland: An Island Apart, came out a 

year earlier. 

Dennis resides in Clarke’s Beach Newfoundland with his wife Antje Springmann and 

their Bernese Mountain Dog, Thule. He is very proud of his three grown children 

and seven grandchildren. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Archaeologist 

Dr. Latonia Hartery is a filmmaking archaeologist from Newfoundland, who loves adventure, 

singing, and telling stories. 

 

Latonia has a PhD in Newfoundland, Labrador, and Arctic archaeology. Her 

exploration of this topic has taken her to the Canadian Arctic, Greenland, Iceland, 

the Faroe Islands, and Scandinavia. 

For the last twenty years she has conducted excavations at her research project on 

Newfoundland’s Northern Peninsula, in Bird Cove-Plum Point, where she and her 

team have reconstructed five thousand years of Indigenous history. She is the 

President of AARA Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to Arctic and NL 

studies. 

Latonia is also an award-winning filmmaker, specializing in both documentaries and 

narrative films. Works created by her company, LJH Films, have been seen in over 

thirty countries. For her community efforts, field contributions, and for preserving 

and promoting Arctic and sub-Arctic culture, she recently received Canada’s 

Outstanding Young Person Award, Hospitality NL’s Cruise Vision Award, and was 

also admitted as a Fellow to the Royal Canadian Geographic Society and Explorers 

Club. 

For her artistic work, she was named NL Arts Council Emerging Artist of the Year. 

She has worked with Adventure Canada since 2005, and currently lives in St. John’s. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Jean loves to share her passion for Atlantic Canada's natural and cultural history. 

 

Since her first ship-based expedition in 1987, Jean has shared her passion for the 

deeply intertwined social and natural histories of eastern and northern Canada. 

Hailing from Nova Scotia, Jean is active in both environmental stewardship and 

historic preservation projects. She is a passionate guide and leader of education 

travel programs, and in the past, she has also worked as a naturalist on whale-

watching trips. Entertaining and educational interpretation are second nature to 

Jean. 

Jean has worked for Adventure Canada since 2014 and she loves the challenges and 

opportunities it brings. Jean is always happy to answer any of your questions about 

pelagic birds, cetaceans, and cultural history. In her free time, you’ll find her 

exploring entertaining the bays and coves of Atlantic Canada, camera in hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Dylan is an ecologist and explorer who has rowed and cycled halfway around the globe. 

Specialist in wildlife, plants and the wilderness. 

 

Dylan grew up in the city, but fell in love with wild places and the creatures that inhabit 

them before he could walk. It was clear from his childhood nickname, the “Happy 

Camper”, that Dylan was meant for the outdoors. 

This lifelong passion for experiencing, conserving, and learning about nature has 

propelled Dylan into two parallel careers. 

He is a professional ecologist with more than seven years of work on more than 150 

diverse projects for government, non-profit, private, and academic clients. Experience 

from thousands of field hours and an Environmental Science degree has given Dylan a 

comprehensive set of skills and knowledge about ecological systems in Canada, and 

around the world. 

He is also a wilderness and wildlife guide. This career started with canoe trips around 

Ontario as a teenager. Dylan loved these trips and nurtured his wilderness skills which 

led him to contracts as an Algonquin canoe guide, and, later, to BC as a whitewater raft 

guide. Eventually, he went on to organize his own large-scale expeditions, which would 

take him nearly halfway around the globe by bike and by oar. 

Since 2016, Dylan has combined his two career streams to serve as an international 

naturalist. He’s led very successful tours of Namibia, Western South Africa, Greenland, 

and Argentina. 

When he isn’t working, Dylan splits his time between Toronto and Guelph, ON with 

frequent forays into the bush. He is an experienced musician and performs regularly 

on electric bass and piano with a variety of groups around southern Ontario. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Author, Historian 
Kevin was conceived a Newfoundlander, but born a Canadian in the year that Newfoundland 

joined Confederation; he’s been trying to deal with that paradox ever since. 

 

Kevin is an author from Newfoundland. After graduating from Memorial University in 1972, 

he worked as a teacher before turning to writing full-time in 1989. While he also writes for 

an adult readership, he is also known as an author of children’s literature, work for which 

he has been widely awarded and praised. He received the Vicky Metcalf Award for an 

outstanding body of work in 1992. 

Although each of Major's books employs a different narrative method, they are similar in 

exploring problems of adolescence and family life. His early novels are notable for their use 

of Newfoundland local colour. In Hold Fast (1978, winner of the Governor General’s Award, 

the Canadian Library Association Award, and adapted for film), Far from Shore (1980, 

winner of the Canadian Young Adult Book Award) and Thirty-six Exposures (1984), Major 

traces the destructive changes to traditional outport family life and values brought on by 

unemployment and modern materialism. Dear Bruce Springsteen (1987) presents a boy's 

efforts to cope with his parents' separation. Blood Red Ochre (1989) combines the 

adolescent problem novel, historical fiction and time-shift fantasy to examine the 

extinction of Newfoundland's Beothuk people. 

Major produced a comic fantasy in Eating Between the Lines (1991, winner of the Canadian 

Library Association Book of the Year Award). In it, a teenager literally enters the world of 

classic books to prevent the dissolution of his parents' marriage and to solve his own 

romantic problems. Comic irony is uppermost in Diana: My Autobiography (1993), about an 

egocentric 11-year-old obsessed with the Royal Family. The House of Wooden Santas 

(1997) and Aunt Olga's Christmas Postcards (2005) are illustrated children's books for the 

Christmas season. Ann and Seamus (2003), critically praised and made into folk opera, is a 

novel in verse based on the true story of young Ann Harvey, who in 1828 helped to rescue 

Irish immigrants whose ship grounded on the coast of southern Newfoundland. 



 

Major's writing for adults ranges across genres. No Man's Land (1995), his 

first work for adults, tells of a bloody WWI battle fought by the Royal Newfoundland 

Regiment; it has been adapted for the stage and performed frequently. He has also written 

another wartime play, Lead Me Home (2009), set during the sinking of the Cabot Strait ferry 

S.S. Caribou by a German submarine during WWII. Major's history of Newfoundland, As 

Near To Heaven By Sea (2002), was a Canadian bestseller and was nominated for the 

Writers’ Trust Non-Fiction Prize. Gros Morne Time Lines (2000), a narrative and visual 

exploration of Gros Morne National Park, is a collaboration between Major and visual 

artists Anne Meredith Barry and Tara Ryan. Gaffer (1997), a fantasy novel, traces the 

exploits of the titular character as he surfaces from the ocean during key moments in 

Newfoundland's history. New Under the Sun (2010), a third novel, addresses the 

experiences of migration and cultural change in the lives of Newfoundlanders past and 

present. 

Kevin Major lives and writes in St. John's, NL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Fuelled by the sheer beauty of the land and its kind souls, Jassin’s smile transmits his love for life 

and wild adventures. 

 

Originally from La Belle Province, Jassin lives a life of peace and adventure in the 

land of the midnight sun. A knowledgeable outdoorsman, he’s always up for an 

escapade around the word. Twenty years of travelling the Nordic landscape by 

most means available led him to sail the Northwest passage as a member of the 

Adventure Canada expedition team. 

In other seasons, Jassin also works as an independent drone operator and 

cameraman on various film projects. He specializes in the great outdoors and 

recently took to the savannas of South Africa and Mozambique, filming a Big Cat 

initiative project for National Geographic. Last year, he travelled across Canada and 

up the ice road to Tuktoyaktuk for some award-winning documentaries. 

To relax, Jassin enjoys yoga, guitar, and foraging for wild food. His curiosity for life 

leads him across an array of interests, studies, and work—including psychology, 

forestry, nursing, and navigating the remote rivers of British Colombia, Yukon, and 

Alaska. 

Jassin is delighted to be part of the amazing team of Adventure Canada. Feeding his 

journey from passion for life and nature, he makes sharing and learning an 

endeavour. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Randy Edmunds is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He spends as much time as he can out on the land 

and sea around the northern coast of Labrador. 

 

Randy was born in North West River, Labrador and grew up in three of the five 

communities that make up the Inuit region of Nunatsiavut. He is a subsistence 

hunter and fisherman with some forty years of experience on both the land and the 

sea. 

Randy graduated from John Christian Erhardt School in Makkovik in 1981 and went 

on to attend Fisheries College (Marine Institute) where he received a Fishing 

Masters IV certification as well as a Limited Home Trade passenger carrying 

endorsement. He has been both an inshore and offshore fisherman for species like 

salmon, char, and cod along the coast of Labrador, and has also fished shrimp in 

the offshore, primarily in the Davis strait between Greenland and Labrador. 

Besides fishing, Randy has worked in a variety of different fields in Labrador, 

including as a mental health counsellor, a weather observer, and an environmental 

Programs Monitor/Coordinator. In 1999 Randy, along with his wife Lori, owned and 

operated a small hotel and tour boat operation in Makkovik which they ran for 

nearly twenty years. He represented the beautiful district of Torngat Mountains in 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Legislature for eight years. 

Randy is a proud grandfather and can often be found having tea parties with 

Charlotte and Islay aboard the Ocean Endeavour, when he is not acting as a bear 

monitor or Zodiac driver for our expedition team. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Marine Biologist 
Pierre is a north Atlantic and Arctic marine mammal specialist, an avid birder, and a naturalist. 

He is happiest while outside looking for wildlife. 

 

Pierre has been an avid naturalist since his teens. He developed a keen interest in 

marine life and, in particular, whales, seals, and seabirds. Pierre was one of the first 

naturalists on board St. Lawrence whale-watching cruises in the 1970s. For thirty 

years, he was employed as a marine biologist and scientist at Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada, during which time he conducted field research on beluga whales, 

narwhals, and walrus. He has authored many scientific publications and three 

nature guides on marine mammals. 

Now retired from Fisheries and Oceans, Pierre can spend more time as a nature 

guide and naturalist interpreter, his first love. Since 2005, he has been a regular 

guide on Adventure Canada’s Arctic and Atlantic expeditions. An outdoor enthusiast 

in his spare time, Pierre enjoys bird-watching wherever he goes and has pursued 

that passion across the world. Pierre likes to be outside on deck, in a Zodiac, or on 

land looking for wildlife. 

 

 

 


