
 

 
 

 

 

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

  

 

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Jason is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He is passionate about connecting people and places, and 

works with local leaders to develop community-focused, socially conscious travel initiatives. 

 

Jason grew up in the communities of Nain and Makkovik, Nunatsiavut, just twenty 

yards from the Atlantic Ocean. He spent his childhood extensively travelling the 

Labrador coast with his father—hunting, fishing, and assisting on tours and boat 

charters. 

Now, living just 100 yards from Lake Ontario in Port Credit, Jason is a professional 

Expedition Leader, guide, bear monitor and cross-cultural communication 

consultant. He believes in the power of travel as a transformative, educational 

experience. During the Arctic winter months, he assists in the planning of quality 

Arctic and sub-Arctic expeditions as a member of the Operations team. Jason sits 

on the board for Travel Nunavut and the Indigenous Advisory Circle for the Peel 

Region School Board. He is also a proud member of the Royal Canadian 

Geographical Society (RCGS) and of the Explorer’s Club. He is the 2020 recipient of 

the RCGS Martin Bergmann Medal for Excellence in arctic leadership and research. 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Assistant Expedition Leader 
John finds connection to water and wild spaces. He splits his time between travelling the north as 

a consultant, and a devotion to paddlesports. 

 

Growing up in national parks across the Northwest Territories started John off with 

a love of wild spaces and the people who live in them from an early age. Taking this 

passion, he went into the study of Archaeology and Anthropology, and has been 

living and working in the Northwest Territories as a multidisciplinary consultant in 

the fields of environmental science, anthropology, education, and wilderness safety 

for over a decade. 

John has always been one to shy away from holidays to sunny beaches and as a 

result has ended up travelling or living in many places across the circumpolar world 

including: Svalbard, northern Scandinavia, Greenland, many communities in the 

Canadian Arctic, and even Yakutia in the far east of the Russian Arctic. 

When he’s not travelling or working John spends his time kayaking the big waters of 

the Slave River, ice fishing, hunting, or working on his linocut art at his home in Fort 

Smith, NT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Program Director 
Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at heart, having explored 

all seven continents and both polar regions. 

 

Although she grew up land-locked in Southern Ontario, Ellie was bitten by the travel 

bug at a young age. After studying Linguistics at Queen’s University and completing 

a Master's degree in Child Study and Education at the University of Toronto, Ellie 

taught an environmentally focused curriculum to elementary students for six years 

before she ran away to sea. Since then, she’s found herself aboard sailboats in the 

Caribbean, mega yachts in the Mediterranean, and on expedition ships in both 

polar regions. 

Her love for being on the water often finds her snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up 

paddle boarding, canoeing, or driving a Zodiac. But her passion for being under the 

water is what led her to pursue a PADI Divemaster qualification. From the warm, 

clear waters of the Red Sea to the cold, rough swells in New Zealand, Ellie loves 

learning about the life and history of the places she dives and sharing these with 

others. 

Above the waves, you can often find Ellie hiking, trail running, skiing, snowshoeing, 

or stretching out on her yoga mat. Whether boarding down volcanos in Nicaragua, 

climbing sand dunes in Morocco, white-water canoeing down the French River, or 

riding the Tokyo subway during rush hour, she loves to seek out adventures that 

expand her world view. Her travel and memoir writing has been featured in the 

Globe & Mail, Atlas Obscura, and Explore Magazine online, as well as Adventure 

Canada's own Mindful Explorer platform. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Cultural Educator 
Karen is passionate about education and protecting Inuit culture, land, and language. She 

believes education is key to ensuring that important elements of Inuit identity continue to 

flourish and are passed on to future generations. 

 

Karen Nutarak is from Mittimatalik (Pond Inlet), Nunavut. She raised her family with her 

husband, Harvey. Together they have four children, Sula, Crystal, Katherine, and Alain, and 

six grandchildren. Karen has worked in tourism for more than twenty-five years. In March 

2020, she started her own business, Atii (Let’s go) Tourism. She enjoys planning events for 

visitors, presenting in cultural performances, and meeting people from all over the world. 

As an active member of the Tununiqmiut Theatre Group, Karen has been volunteering in 

community cultural performances since 1995. 

Karen is a passionate advocate for education. In 2015, Karen and Tessa Lochhead co-

founded the Pirurvik Preschool in Pond Inlet, which provides early childhood education 

that is based on Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit (Inuit traditional knowledge) principles and is 

enriched through the use of Montessori materials. The preschool is guided by the principle 

of Pilimmaksarniq, which allows children to learn at their own pace. Children follow their 

own natural curiosity by choosing topics that interest them. 

In February 2019, the Pirurvik Preschool project won a million dollar Arctic Inspiration Prize 

for its high-quality and culturally relevant innovation. The prize is now being used to 

implement this successful program across Nunavut in seven community daycares (Pond 

Inlet, Igloolik, Arctic Bay, Iqaluit, Rankin Inlet, Cambridge Bay, and Taloyoak). Each will 

receive training from Pirurvik Preschool staff, as well as all of the necessary furniture and 

materials, to adapt each centre to the specific community. 

Karen also volunteers as the coordinator for the Seltzer-Chan Foundation, a not-for-profit 

organization that helps the community with funding for projects from areas such as 

education, poverty reduction, and cultural programs. Since 2009, she has worked as the 

Adult Educator for the Community Learning Centre at Nunavut Arctic College’s Pond Inlet 

campus. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Cultural Educator 
Alexandra is a self-taught Inuk artist with a familial tradition of adventure on the high seas. 

 

Alexandra’s eagerness for adventure and exploration runs deep within her family 

line, as she is a descendant of Joe and Letia Panipakuttuk who sailed with Henry 

Larsen through the Northwest Passage on the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

schooner St. Roch. She hopes to honour and carry forward their abilities and 

talents on this voyage as a guide herself. Her favorite place to visit is Dundas 

Harbour, where her grandfather was born. 

Hailing from Mittimatilik (Pond Inlet) on North Baffin Island, Alexandra’s aspirations 

for community service, creativity, and learning has steered her to work with many 

amazing projects focused on the appreciation and promotion of culture and 

knowledge sharing. 

Alexandra taught herself the fundamentals of visual arts. She is inspired by her 

environment and her culture and applies this to her artwork. In each of her 

creations she strives to create opportunities for storytelling. Her main mediums are 

pen and ink, digital drawings, and small handicrafts from fur and beads. If she is 

not busy with social functions, she is most likely creating something beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Sustainability & Energy Professional 
As a consultant and educator in the energy and climate industries, Ian understands the 

imperatives of climate change and how to reduce our own impacts. 

 

Ian Sinclair immigrated to Canada from the United Kingdom in 1997 with a Master’s 

degree in Engineering & Management from the University of Birmingham. His early 

career included volunteer-teaching science and math in a Kenyan high school, 

completing Ford Motor Company’s undergraduate training program, and working 

the depths of an open cut gold mine in outback Australia. 

Once in Canada, Ian took on a role in the energy management field, focused on 

building energy retrofits and managing large scale multi-building projects for clients 

such the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Parks Canada, York Region, and the 

University of Guelph. Ian then specialized in the renewable energy field and was 

responsible for implementing some of the largest solar thermal systems built in 

decades, including the Canadian Solar Industry Association’s project of the year at 

Toronto’s SickKids Hospital. He also implemented an award-winning ground mount 

solar energy system for the off-grid Wawakapewin First Nation in northwestern 

Ontario. 

Since 2013, Ian has combined roles, acting dually as an educator and a consultant. 

He has developed and taught a number of courses, including Terrestrial Energy 

Systems in the Faculty of Engineering at the University of Toronto, designed to 

teach graduating engineers the physics and energy systems at play on Earth and in 

our solar system. He has also developed and delivered a multitude of professional 

development programs for the School of the Environment, covering energy, water, 

and policy. He teaches a renewable energy integration course to Ryerson 

University’s Master of Building Science program. 



 

Ian continues to provide consulting services to the building and renewable energy 

sectors, covering projects from utility-scale solar energy in the Caribbean, to electric 

vehicle charging infrastructure, to energy auditing in far northern Nunavut, the 

latter of which culminated in a trip to Grise Fjord, Canada’s most northerly 

community. 

On the personal side of things, Ian has drastically reduced his own energy and 

water footprints of his 1905 Victorian row house, through a range of building 

envelope, energy reduction, renewable energy generation, and water conservation 

projects, bringing its energy footprint to only three equivalent kilo-watt hours 

(ekWh) per square foot per year. 

Ian is a Professional Engineer certified in Ontario, Canada and a Chartered Engineer 

with the Institute of Mechanical Engineers in the United Kingdom. He also runs 

competitively, slowing gracefully with age, and plays guitar in, quite frankly, a bit of 

a “dad band”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Musician, Expedition Team 
Thomas loves having fun at his shows. He thoroughly enjoys interacting with his audiences and 

asking people to play instruments or sing with him on stage. 

 

“Congratulations! You passed the audition.” 

Several months later, in March 1991, Thomas Kovacs flew from Toronto to the 

island country of Bahrain in the Persian Gulf to perform for U.S. troops during 

Desert Storm. 

Tom interrupted his jazz vocal studies at Humber College to be the lead singer for 

the newly formed rock/dance band Sister Moon. The band would play in the large 

two-hundred-person bar of the Cunard Princess every night for the next five 

months—close to 150 performances.  

The Cunard Princess was a nine-hundred-passenger luxury ship on which U.S. 

soldiers would spend three days of rest and recreation away from the desert. 

Soldiers were not allowed to drink alcohol in Saudi Arabia, so, understandably, the 

ship's bar was their most popular destination. Performing for troops every night for 

five months was a tremendous influence in Tom’s development as an entertainer. 

In 1996, Tom began a five year stint as the weekly house performer of a restaurant 

in the trendy Bloor West Village area of Toronto. He built upon the skills he learned 

on stage in the Persian Gulf by singing for audiences who wanted to leave their 

workweek behind for an evening of fun. 

In 2001, Tom was invited to be the musician aboard an Adventure Canada tour in 

the Arctic. Since then, Tom has regularly returned to join the Adventure Canada 

team. He has travelled with guest passengers such as Margaret Atwood, Bill “Father 

Goose” Lishman, and Farley Mowat aboard cruises that took him to Iceland, 



 

Greenland, the Northwest Passage, many Inuit communities in Nunavut, as well as 

to Baja California, the Galapagos Islands, and the Antarctic!  

In January 2010, Kovacs left his job as a computer programmer/analyst at Canadian 

Tire home office to pursue his passion for music full time. In July of that same year, 

he graduated from the online Berklee College of Music with a Songwriting Specialist 

Certificate. 

In December 2013, Tom moved from his six-year home in the Caledon area back to 

downtown Toronto, where he now lives with the lady of his life, Cara—when he’s 

not living in his car driving to and from shows in Barrie, Orangeville, Sauble Beach, 

Mississauga, Prince Edward County, Port Perry, and Pickering! 

Tom's heavy singing schedule took a toll on his voice. On June 1, 2016, he 

underwent surgery to remove two polyps from his vocal cords. He was extremely 

lucky in having one of the top otolaryngologists in Canada perform the operation; 

the very same doctor who in 2005 performed a similar operation on Jim Cuddy of 

Blue Rodeo. 

The polyps were successfully removed with no complications. For the several 

months following surgery, Kovacs dedicated himself to learning proper vocal 

technique so as to avoid injuring his cords again. 

Today, his voice is stronger than it has ever been! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Ornithologist 
Garry is a Canadian Wildlife Service biologist managing programs for migratory birds and the 

twenty-six Migratory Bird Sanctuaries and National Wildlife Areas in Atlantic Canada. 

 

Garry grew up as an Air Force brat living in a diversity of military communities 

across Canada. Perhaps influenced by time spent in places like Moose Jaw and 

Goose Bay, an eventual path towards wildlife biology seemed logical. Most military 

bases contain wild areas, where Garry first explored woods and streams—

influencing who he is today.  

Whether car camping with family as a boy, or guiding Arctic white-water canoe and 

hiking journeys, experiencing nature has remained a theme through Garry’s life. It 

was his guiding skills that lead to a short contract working on ropes at a Nunavut 

seabird cliff, where the first glimpse of the chaos and racket of 20,000 swarming 

seabirds sealed the deal. He has pursued education and a career in wildlife ever 

since.  

Garry’s current job with the Canadian Wildlife Service is mostly carried out from 

behind a desk in Sackville, New Brunswick—but he enthusiastically grabs every 

chance he can to escape on bird surveys or visits to National Wildlife Areas. He 

dabbles in photography and enjoys exploring wild places in his spare time. Each 

summer, Garry looks forward to travelling to the Arctic to share his passion for 

birds and conservation with others on Adventure Canada and Students on Ice 

expeditions. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Photographer, Wildlife Biologist 
Dennis delights in celebrating a sense of place—wherever that place may be. His photography 

has been published worldwide and he is the author of nine books. 

 

Dennis has been working with Adventure Canada since 2002 as a naturalist and 

photographer in the Arctic, Newfoundland, Antarctica, New Zealand, Galapagos, 

and Scotland. Dennis’s path—from his small island roots in Twillingate, 

Newfoundland to his current career as a photographer and eco-tour leader—has 

taken him through more than three decades of local and international work. 

Educated as a wildlife biologist, his first professional job was as the 

designer/manager of a nature education and wildlife rehabilitation centre. He also 

worked for nearly thirty years as an environmental educator in Newfoundland & 

Labrador, Africa, the Seychelles, and the Caribbean. Dennis is the author of nine 

educational and photographic books, and has tried his hand at dairy farming and 

even working as a polar bear guide in Churchill, Manitoba. 

For him, nature and photography are inseparable. Dennis immerses himself in 

nature through photography and seeks to inspire in the viewer a deeper 

connection with the natural world. His latest book, Labrador: The Big Land was 

published in 2016 and a sister volume, Newfoundland: An Island Apart, came out a 

year earlier. 

Dennis resides in Clarke’s Beach Newfoundland with his wife Antje Springmann and 

their Bernese Mountain Dog, Thule. He is very proud of his three grown children 

and seven grandchildren. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Botanist 
Dawn is an ecologist and botanist. She has enjoyed the Arctic ever since polar bears ate her field 

experiments on Hudson Bay, forty years ago. 

 

Dawn is a biology professor in York University's Faculty of Science. She directed York’s 

Institute for Research and Innovation in Sustainability for seven years, receiving the 

university’s Sustainability Leadership Award and the title of University Professor in 2017. 

Dawn wears many academic hats, but at heart, she’s a grass biologist. She has spent nearly 

forty years studying grasses and their grazers, including snow geese and St Kilda’s Soay 

sheep. Dawn cut her botanical teeth in the sub-Arctic salt marshes west of Cape Churchill, 

where she spent five years becoming a world expert on goose poop. 

Dawn’s Zoology doctorate from Oxford University looked at sheep grazing behaviour. Her 

many scholarly publications include the edited volume, Environmental Change and Human 

Security in the Arctic (2014). She advocates for public science, excellent science 

communication, and Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity in STEM, and has received multiple 

teaching awards. 

In 2003, she received York’s Faculty of Science and Engineering Excellence in Teaching 

Award, and in 2013, the York University President’s University-Wide Teaching Award 

(UWTA) in the senior full-time faculty category. In 2014, Dawn was singled out by the Globe 

and Mail as York University's "Hotshot Professor" in their Universities Report. 

From 2006 to 2011, Dawn led the Canadian section of the International Polar Year project, 

GAPS: Gas, Arctic Peoples and Security. She spent 2011–12 on sabbatical as a Bullard 

Fellow at Harvard Forest, Harvard University, and as a Visiting Researcher in the 

Biodiversity Institute, Oxford University. In 2018, she was a visiting professor in 

Environmental Studies, Visva Bharati University, West Bengal, India, where she began 

Ecotourism research comparing the charismatic megafauna of the Arctic (polar bears) with 

the Sundarbans (tigers). 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Tom Paddon is a Northerner whose career has involved leading large-scale natural resource 

development projects on Indigenous lands in the Arctic. 

 

Tom is from North West River in Labrador. He currently serves as the Chairman of 

Baffinland Iron Mines, Ltd. The company has been developing Canada’s newest and 

northernmost iron ore mine, the Mary River Project, located at 68ºN on Baffin 

Island in the Qikiqtaaluk region of Nunavut. The operation began shipping ore to 

European markets in the fall of 2015; Tom is now focused on the company’s 

growth. 

Tom’s experience in building and operating projects in Canada’s north has involved 

successfully reconciling the commercial interests of developers with the rights of 

Indigenous peoples and strict environmental performance standards. His personal 

background and career have provided him unique insights into the risks and 

rewards of large-scale industrial developments in the North. He is the founding 

Chairman of the Arctic Economic Council, an Honorary Captain in the Royal 

Canadian Navy, a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, an ArcticNet 

board member, and an ardent supporter of the Arctic Inspiration Prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Geologist 
Peter is passionate about sharing the amazing geological treasures in Canada’s Arctic. 

 

Peter has been working in the field of International development for over thirty-two 

years. He focuses on the relationship between environmental resources and 

poverty in developing countries. Peter is particularly interested in how climate 

change affects developing countries, and how the knowledge of Indigenous peoples 

can be applied to developmental challenges. 

His work has taken him to over forty developing countries, including a two-year 

stint of living and working in Namibia with his family. Peter started his career 

prospecting for uranium, zinc, silver, petroleum, peat, and groundwater in Canada. 

He also spent fifteen years as a wilderness canoe guide for Nature Ontario. In his 

spare time, Peter enjoys photography, cultural and adventure travel, organic 

gardening, and fiddle playing. 

He sits on the boards of several not-for-profit development organizations. Peter is 

enthusiastic about meeting new friends on this Adventure Canada voyage and 

engaging in a wide range of conversations concerning the Arctic and its future. 

Peter has started a reconciliation project called the National Healing Forest 

Initiative. The project is an invitation to Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

communities, institutions, and individuals to create green spaces across Canada to 

honour residential school victims, survivors, and their families, as well as murdered 

and missing Indigenous women and girls, and children who have been removed 

from their families and are now caught in the welfare system. 


