
 

 
 

 

  

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Jason is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He is passionate about connecting people and places, and 

works with local leaders to develop community-focused, socially conscious travel initiatives. 

 

Jason grew up in the communities of Nain and Makkovik, Nunatsiavut, just twenty 

yards from the Atlantic Ocean. He spent his childhood extensively travelling the 

Labrador coast with his father—hunting, fishing, and assisting on tours and boat 

charters. 

Now, living just 100 yards from Lake Ontario in Port Credit, Jason is a professional 

Expedition Leader, guide, bear monitor and cross-cultural communication 

consultant. He believes in the power of travel as a transformative, educational 

experience. During the Arctic winter months, he assists in the planning of quality 

Arctic and sub-Arctic expeditions as a member of the Operations team. Jason sits 

on the board for Travel Nunavut and the Indigenous Advisory Circle for the Peel 

Region School Board. He is also a proud member of the Royal Canadian 

Geographical Society (RCGS) and of the Explorer’s Club. He is the 2020 recipient of 

the RCGS Martin Bergmann Medal for Excellence in arctic leadership and research. 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Assistant Expedition Leader 
Naturalist, traveller, and adventurer, Julie’s enthusiasm and passion are contagious; she is 

excited to share her love and knowledge of the environment. 

 

Julie is originally from Lévis, Québec, and the St. Lawrence River’s shores have 

always been a place of adventures and discoveries for her. Julie’s love for nature 

and thirst of exploration has brought her up north of 60, where she called the 

Yukon wilderness home. 

Julie graduated in biogeography from University of Quebec in Rimouski. She has 

participated in a variety of research projects, including the enumeration of stock of 

the pacific salmon on northern rivers, the behaviour of hoary marmot in the 

Yukon’s mountains, and camera trapping cheetahs and lions in Africa. 

Like a lot of northerners, Julie possesses a versatile array of skills. She has worked 

as a wildlife technician, a guide, and in the film and dental industry. Always seeking 

new adventures or new berries patches, Julie also enjoys her quiet time at home in 

her off-the-grid cabin in the beautiful Yukon pine forest that she built with her 

partner. 

Julie joined Adventure Canada in 2016 and fulfilled her lifelong dream of sailing in 

Arctic waters. She is looking forward to sharing her love of the polar world. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Program Director 
Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at heart, having explored 

all seven continents and both polar regions. 

 

Although she grew up land-locked in Southern Ontario, Ellie was bitten by the travel 

bug at a young age. After studying Linguistics at Queen’s University and completing 

a Master's degree in Child Study and Education at the University of Toronto, Ellie 

taught an environmentally focused curriculum to elementary students for six years 

before she ran away to sea. Since then, she’s found herself aboard sailboats in the 

Caribbean, mega yachts in the Mediterranean, and on expedition ships in both 

polar regions. 

Her love for being on the water often finds her snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up 

paddle boarding, canoeing, or driving a Zodiac. But her passion for being under the 

water is what led her to pursue a PADI Divemaster qualification. From the warm, 

clear waters of the Red Sea to the cold, rough swells in New Zealand, Ellie loves 

learning about the life and history of the places she dives and sharing these with 

others. 

Above the waves, you can often find Ellie hiking, trail running, skiing, snowshoeing, 

or stretching out on her yoga mat. Whether boarding down volcanos in Nicaragua, 

climbing sand dunes in Morocco, white-water canoeing down the French River, or 

riding the Tokyo subway during rush hour, she loves to seek out adventures that 

expand her world view. Her travel and memoir writing has been featured in the 

Globe & Mail, Atlas Obscura, and Explore Magazine online, as well as Adventure 

Canada's own Mindful Explorer platform. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Cultural Educator 
Martha is an interpreter, translator, cultural educator, and advocate. As a child, she was 

removed from Inukjuaak to Grise Fiord through Canada’s High Arctic relocation program. 

 

Martha belongs to one of the families that was relocated from Inukjuuaq, Nunavik 

to Grise Fiord, Nunavut in the 1950s. Growing up traditionally in a family that was 

closely connected to the land, Martha learned to sew, prepare food, and hunt at an 

early age. She attended English schools in Yukon, Manitoba, and the Northwest 

Territories. Martha also attended Carleton University in Ottawa for certification in 

Teaching a Foreign Language and Journalism. 

Because of her leadership, communication, and interpretation skills, Martha has 

held many positions across Canada and internationally as an indigenous women’s 

leader and advocate—as well as a longtime professional translator and interpreter. 

Inspired by her grandfather, Robert Flaherty’s film Nanook of the North, Martha 

produced her own film Martha of the North documenting her relocation 

experience. She has also worked with the National Film Board producing a series of 

Inuit culture vignettes. 

Martha is a former president and current board member of Pauktuutit, the Inuit 

Women’s Association of Canada. An avid craftsperson, she likes to sew clothes, do 

beadwork, draw, paint, and is currently writing a book. She has travelled extensively 

throughout her career and has met many dignitaries including Desmond Tuutu, 

Prince Charles, and Pierre Trudeau. Martha has three children, three grandchildren, 

and three great-grandchildren and makes her home in Ottawa. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Inuit Art Specialist, Arctic Filmmaker 

John grew up among Inuit while his parents showed Inuit art to the world. He uses storytelling, 

filmmaking, and art to bridge the cultural gap. 

 

John’s life is a story of the Arctic and Nova Scotia. He owes his storytelling to both 

the Inuit among whom he was raised, while his parents James and Alma Houston, 

helped develop what the world now knows as Inuit art, as well as to a long line of 

Maritime ancestors. After graduating from Yale University, John became 

Pangnirtung’s Art Advisor, regaining his childhood fluency in Inuktut. Also fluent in 

French, he went on to work in film across the Arctic and worldwide.  

John and his mother opened Houston North Gallery in Nova Scotia, now in its 38th 

year. They also co-founded the Lunenburg Folk Harbour Festival, the province’s 

longest-running music festival. John has written and directed six of his own films, all 

winners of international and domestic awards, with a seventh from Nunavik (Arctic 

Québec), and an eighth from Mi’kmaq territory, nearing completion. Between 

Adventure Canada sailings, John lives in historic Halifax and beautiful Rose Bay with 

his wife, AC Staffer Ree Brennin Houston, and son Dorset, enjoying visits from his 

daughter, Becky Kilabuk of Iqaluit. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Geologist, Oxford Research Professor 

Dr. Marc St-Onge is an accomplished geologist and petrologist keenly interested in documenting 

the evolution of continents and the growth of mountains throughout Earth history. 

 

Marc graduated in 1981 from Queen’s University in Kingston, ON, with a PhD in 

Earth Sciences. For over 37 years, he was an Officer and Project Leader at the 

Geological Survey of Canada, leading field science expeditions to study unknown or 

little-known destinations and phenomena in remote parts of the world, from the 

Coppermine River area in the Canadian Arctic (where he and colleagues discovered 

the oldest rocks in the world) to Banks Island, the Keewatin, northern Quebec, 

south-eastern, south-western, central and northern Baffin Island, western 

Greenland, northwest Scotland, the Himalaya of Pakistan, India and Nepal and the 

Tibetan Plateau in China. His documented contributions to scientific exploration 

and geological field research are evidenced by the publication of over 125 peer-

reviewed scientific papers in international journals (including Nature) and technical 

reports, 119 geological maps (a record at the Geological Survey of Canada), and 145 

conference abstracts. 

Associated with Adventure Canada since 2004, he has transited the Northwest 

Passage several times and explored the east coast of Baffin Island, the west coast 

of Greenland and the north coast of Arctic Quebec as “geologist on board”. 

He was appointed Senior Research Fellow at the University of Oxford in 2004, 

Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society in 2010, Vice-President (North 

America) of the Commission for the Geological Map of the World in 2012, Visiting 

Senior Scholar at Cambridge in 2019, and Visiting Professor at Oxford in 2019. His 

passion and knowledge of Arctic geology served as inspiration for a short story by 



 

Margaret Atwood (“Stone Mattress”), and his innovative work led to the publication 

of the circumpolar “Geological Map of the Arctic” in 2011, the “Tectonic Map of 

Arctic Canada” in 2015, the Geological Survey of Canada’s first-ever geological maps 

in Inuktitut in 2015 and 2016, the “Tectonic Map of the Arctic” in 2019, and release 

of the forthcoming Canada-3D App in 2020. 

The Royal Canadian Geographical Society recognized Marc as one of Canada’s “top 

100 modern-day explorers” in 2015. He received the Geologic Mapping Award in 

Honour of Florence Bascom from the Geological Society of America and the Gold 

Medal from the Royal Canadian Geographical Society in 2016. 

Marc lives in Ottawa, ON, with his wife Dr. Janet King and is presently Senior 

Emeritus Scientist at the Geological Survey of Canada.



 

 

 

 

 

 

Botanist 
Dawn is an ecologist and botanist. She has enjoyed the Arctic ever since polar bears ate her field 

experiments on Hudson Bay, forty years ago. 

 

Dawn is a biology professor in York University's Faculty of Science. She directed York’s 

Institute for Research and Innovation in Sustainability for seven years, receiving the 

university’s Sustainability Leadership Award and the title of University Professor in 2017. 

Dawn wears many academic hats, but at heart, she’s a grass biologist. She has spent nearly 

forty years studying grasses and their grazers, including snow geese and St Kilda’s Soay 

sheep. Dawn cut her botanical teeth in the sub-Arctic salt marshes west of Cape Churchill, 

where she spent five years becoming a world expert on goose poop. 

Dawn’s Zoology doctorate from Oxford University looked at sheep grazing behaviour. Her 

many scholarly publications include the edited volume, Environmental Change and Human 

Security in the Arctic (2014). She advocates for public science, excellent science 

communication, and Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity in STEM, and has received multiple 

teaching awards. 

In 2003, she received York’s Faculty of Science and Engineering Excellence in Teaching 

Award, and in 2013, the York University President’s University-Wide Teaching Award 

(UWTA) in the senior full-time faculty category. In 2014, Dawn was singled out by the Globe 

and Mail as York University's "Hotshot Professor" in their Universities Report. 

From 2006 to 2011, Dawn led the Canadian section of the International Polar Year project, 

GAPS: Gas, Arctic Peoples and Security. She spent 2011–12 on sabbatical as a Bullard 

Fellow at Harvard Forest, Harvard University, and as a Visiting Researcher in the 

Biodiversity Institute, Oxford University. In 2018, she was a visiting professor in 

Environmental Studies, Visva Bharati University, West Bengal, India, where she began 

Ecotourism research comparing the charismatic megafauna of the Arctic (polar bears) with 

the Sundarbans (tigers). 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Fuelled by the sheer beauty of the land and its kind souls, Jassin’s smile transmits his love for life 

and wild adventures. 

 

Originally from La Belle Province, Jassin lives a life of peace and adventure in the 

land of the midnight sun. A knowledgeable outdoorsman, he’s always up for an 

escapade around the word. Twenty years of travelling the Nordic landscape by 

most means available led him to sail the Northwest passage as a member of the 

Adventure Canada expedition team. 

In other seasons, Jassin also works as an independent drone operator and 

cameraman on various film projects. He specializes in the great outdoors and 

recently took to the savannas of South Africa and Mozambique, filming a Big Cat 

initiative project for National Geographic. Last year, he travelled across Canada and 

up the ice road to Tuktoyaktuk for some award-winning documentaries. 

To relax, Jassin enjoys yoga, guitar, and foraging for wild food. His curiosity for life 

leads him across an array of interests, studies, and work—including psychology, 

forestry, nursing, and navigating the remote rivers of British Colombia, Yukon, and 

Alaska. 

Jassin is delighted to be part of the amazing team of Adventure Canada. Feeding his 

journey from passion for life and nature, he makes sharing and learning an 

endeavour. 

 


