
 

 
 

 

 

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

 

  

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Jason is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He is passionate about connecting people and places, and 

works with local leaders to develop community-focused, socially conscious travel initiatives. 

 

Jason grew up in the communities of Nain and Makkovik, Nunatsiavut, just twenty 

yards from the Atlantic Ocean. He spent his childhood extensively travelling the 

Labrador coast with his father—hunting, fishing, and assisting on tours and boat 

charters. 

Now, living just 100 yards from Lake Ontario in Port Credit, Jason is a professional 

Expedition Leader, guide, bear monitor and cross-cultural communication 

consultant. He believes in the power of travel as a transformative, educational 

experience. During the Arctic winter months, he assists in the planning of quality 

Arctic and sub-Arctic expeditions as a member of the Operations team. Jason sits 

on the board for Travel Nunavut and the Indigenous Advisory Circle for the Peel 

Region School Board. He is also a proud member of the Royal Canadian 

Geographical Society (RCGS) and of the Explorer’s Club. He is the 2020 recipient of 

the RCGS Martin Bergmann Medal for Excellence in arctic leadership and research. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

CEO, Host 
Cedar is passionate about community and exploration. She revels in experiencing the world 

through story, song, local food, and losing herself in wild spaces. 

 

An adventurer and passionate outdoor enthusiast, Cedar believes in the 

importance of connections to nature in one’s daily life. The CEO of Adventure 

Canada—as well as an expedition planner, leader, and guide—Cedar’s work 

engages, entertains, and educates by connecting people to each other and the land 

through innovative travel experiences. By focusing on travel to Arctic and sub-Arctic 

environments, Cedar is actively involved in exploring new northern routes, 

documenting new discoveries, and monitoring existing sites of historic and cultural 

importance.   

Cedar is driven by the challenges of forging a new path forward for our planet. She 

is guided by the desire to learn and share, to experience the thrills of collective 

energy, and the power of collective action. Cedar believes that healthy relationships 

with the earth and each other are the critical first steps to building regenerative 

ecosystems and economies. She is excited by new perspectives and is eager to 

grow her compassion and empathy. Cedar is committed to the regions and 

communities to which Adventure Canada travels, and seeks to amplify the truths of 

these places. 

At the helm of Adventure Canada’s operation, Cedar delights in sinking her teeth 

into the challenges and opportunities presented by running a fast-growing 

business. She’s always on the lookout for likeminded organizations and strategic 

partnerships to help enhance and advance the Adventure Canada ethos. 

Cedar has grown up surrounded by the world’s foremost adventurers and 

explorers, and now proudly carries on the work her father started while leading 

Adventure Canada. She is a founding member of Canadian Women for Nature, a 



 

fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, a member of the Explorers Club 

and the International Women's Forum, and sits on the board of directors for both 

ArcticNet and Project North. In 2018, Cedar was named one of Canadian Traveller’s 

Top 40 Under 40 travel professionals. In 2020 Cedar was awarded the Citation Of 

Merit from The Explorers Club Canadian Chapter. 

Cedar lives in Port Credit, ON with her two young daughters and her husband, 

Jason. Like their mother, Charlotte and Islay are growing up on expedition ships and 

singing at the onboard talent show. Their spirit and passion for the world’s wild 

places never ceases to be a source of inspiration to Cedar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Program Director 
Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at heart, having explored 

all seven continents and both polar regions. 

 

Although she grew up land-locked in Southern Ontario, Ellie was bitten by the travel 

bug at a young age. After studying Linguistics at Queen’s University and completing 

a Master's degree in Child Study and Education at the University of Toronto, Ellie 

taught an environmentally focused curriculum to elementary students for six years 

before she ran away to sea. Since then, she’s found herself aboard sailboats in the 

Caribbean, mega yachts in the Mediterranean, and on expedition ships in both 

polar regions. 

Her love for being on the water often finds her snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up 

paddle boarding, canoeing, or driving a Zodiac. But her passion for being under the 

water is what led her to pursue a PADI Divemaster qualification. From the warm, 

clear waters of the Red Sea to the cold, rough swells in New Zealand, Ellie loves 

learning about the life and history of the places she dives and sharing these with 

others. 

Above the waves, you can often find Ellie hiking, trail running, skiing, snowshoeing, 

or stretching out on her yoga mat. Whether boarding down volcanos in Nicaragua, 

climbing sand dunes in Morocco, white-water canoeing down the French River, or 

riding the Tokyo subway during rush hour, she loves to seek out adventures that 

expand her world view. Her travel and memoir writing has been featured in the 

Globe & Mail, Atlas Obscura, and Explore Magazine online, as well as Adventure 

Canada's own Mindful Explorer platform. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Inuit Cultural Educator 
Randy Edmunds is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He spends as much time as he can out on the land 

and sea around the northern coast of Labrador. 

 

Randy was born in North West River, Labrador and grew up in three of the five 

communities that make up the Inuit region of Nunatsiavut. He is a subsistence 

hunter and fisherman with some forty years of experience on both the land and the 

sea. 

Randy graduated from John Christian Erhardt School in Makkovik in 1981 and went 

on to attend Fisheries College (Marine Institute) where he received a Fishing 

Masters IV certification as well as a Limited Home Trade passenger carrying 

endorsement. He has been both an inshore and offshore fisherman for species like 

salmon, char, and cod along the coast of Labrador, and has also fished shrimp in 

the offshore, primarily in the Davis strait between Greenland and Labrador. 

Besides fishing, Randy has worked in a variety of different fields in Labrador, 

including as a mental health counsellor, a weather observer, and an environmental 

Programs Monitor/Coordinator. In 1999 Randy, along with his wife Lori, owned and 

operated a small hotel and tour boat operation in Makkovik which they ran for 

nearly twenty years. He represented the beautiful district of Torngat Mountains in 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Legislature for eight years. 

Randy is a proud grandfather and can often be found having tea parties with 

Charlotte and Islay aboard the Ocean Endeavour, when he is not acting as a bear 

monitor or Zodiac driver for our expedition team. 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Inuit Cultural Educator 
Derrick lives a traditional Inuk lifestyle as a hunter and gatherer; he loves being out on the land. 

 

Derrick was born and raised in Rigolet, Labrador and lives a traditional Inuk lifestyle 

as a hunter and gatherer; he loves being out on the land and spends as much time 

outdoors as he can. He still hunts and prepares caribou, moose, seal, polar bear, 

fox, and wolf hides in the traditional Inuit way.  

The changes he has seen over the years allow him to bring awareness to the 

challenges Inuit face in today’s world. Derrick works to share his knowledge and 

skills of living and surviving on the land.  

He is a stone carver and is experienced in long-distance travel in and around 

Nunatsiavut and Nunavik. While in town, Derrick teaches stone carving to students 

and adults, and has a company which teaches bear safety and traditional Inuit 

survival skills to the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Inuit Cultural Educator 
Maria was born in Nain and has worked with a number of organizations as an instructor of 

traditional and cultural values. 

 

Maria was born in Nain, but raised on the land with five brothers, four sisters, and a 

large extended family. She never attended school while growing up but graduated 

as an adult through Adult Basic Education, and has since obtained two diplomas in 

Social Work and Heavy Equipment. 

Maria has worked with a number of organizations as an instructor of traditional 

and cultural values. She has held workshops on cleaning and preparing sealskins, 

sewing of traditional clothing and crafts, and the Inuktitut language. She is a 

member of the Canadian Rangers and is employed as a polar bear monitor and 

loves experiencing all of what life has to offer—especially out on the land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Dylan is an ecologist and explorer who has rowed and cycled halfway around the globe. 

Specialist in wildlife, plants and the wilderness. 

 

Dylan grew up in the city, but fell in love with wild places and the creatures that inhabit 

them before he could walk. It was clear from his childhood nickname, the “Happy 

Camper”, that Dylan was meant for the outdoors. 

This lifelong passion for experiencing, conserving, and learning about nature has 

propelled Dylan into two parallel careers. 

He is a professional ecologist with more than seven years of work on more than 150 

diverse projects for government, non-profit, private, and academic clients. Experience 

from thousands of field hours and an Environmental Science degree has given Dylan a 

comprehensive set of skills and knowledge about ecological systems in Canada, and 

around the world. 

He is also a wilderness and wildlife guide. This career started with canoe trips around 

Ontario as a teenager. Dylan loved these trips and nurtured his wilderness skills which 

led him to contracts as an Algonquin canoe guide, and, later, to BC as a whitewater raft 

guide. Eventually, he went on to organize his own large-scale expeditions, which would 

take him nearly halfway around the globe by bike and by oar. 

Since 2016, Dylan has combined his two career streams to serve as an international 

naturalist. He’s led very successful tours of Namibia, Western South Africa, Greenland, 

and Argentina. 

When he isn’t working, Dylan splits his time between Toronto and Guelph, ON with 

frequent forays into the bush. He is an experienced musician and performs regularly 

on electric bass and piano with a variety of groups around southern Ontario. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Jared Clarke grew up on the northeast coast of Newfoundland and was introduced to the 

outdoors at a very young age, mostly by his grandfathers. 

 

Days spent hunting, berry-picking and exploring the wilderness of his rural 

backyard in Newfoundland sparked a fire that has lit his path ever since – even if he 

didn’t always realize it. 

Jared took a particular interest in birds while working for a local conservation 

group, and soon became one of the most avid birders in the province. This new 

passion led him to explore city parks and isolated coves with equal excitement – 

enjoying nature, learning new things, chasing reports of rare birds across the 

province and even discovering a few of his own. 

Traveling abroad for work or study provided opportunities to explore the natural 

history of far-flung places … following the light of that fire off many beaten paths. 

Despite his “official” training as a health researcher (Ph.D. Medicine), Jared’s love of 

nature and sharing it with others increasingly led him “astray”. He began leading 

occasional bird & nature tours during his “spare time” as a graduate student, 

showing off his beautiful province to visitors from all over the world and creating 

his own new adventure along the way. 

Jared currently runs a small tour business called Bird•The•Rock, and routinely leads 

trips at home and abroad for some of the best bird & nature travel companies in 

the world. These days, his travels are just as likely to find him in the Canadian Arctic 

or the jungles of Central America as in Newfoundland – but his heart is firmly 

planted on the island he calls home. Jared lives in St. John’s with his amazing wife 

Susan and their two fun-loving daughters Emma & Leslie. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Geographer, Earth Scientist 
Lynn shares her passion for learning about landscapes as an avid geographer, Earth Sciences 

professor, and a Governor of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. 

 

In the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences at Mount Royal University 

in Calgary, Alberta, Lynn teaches digital mapping and geomorphology (landforms 

and processes) particularly of glaciated terrain. Her research focusses on 

geographical technologies (Digital Earth, GIS) and how people can learn, and use, 

these technologies most effectively to better understand the environment. Her 

current work includes supporting Inuit communities in connecting local knowledge 

to satellite imagery and providing technology support and training to sea-ice 

mapping initiatives.  

Lynn is an enthusiastic, award-winning educator who enjoys connecting people to 

the land and environment. Her participatory approach welcomes everyone to learn 

about and share their experiences of the exceptionally beautiful landscapes we are 

fortunate to travel through. When not on board or in the classroom, Lynn can often 

be found travelling the world in pursuit of more geographic knowledge or trying to 

catch up to her three sons! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Artist 
Labrador-born artist Michael Massie is a Member of the Order of Canada, striving to bridge the 

gap between two cultures through his art. 

 

Born in 1962, of Inuit and Scottish ancestry, Michael’s work reflects and merges the 

dualities of his ancestry. Michael pushes the boundaries of what is real and what 

isn’t. Working in metal, stone, exotic woods, bone, plastic and at times found 

objects, Michael incorporates traditional, and contemporary elements in a manner 

all his own. 

Michael received a degree in Fine Art with a major in jewelry in 1991 from the Nova 

Scotia College of Art and Design. After graduation, Michael took part in a carving 

workshop, organized by the Inuit Art Foundation. Exposure in Inuit Art Quarterly 

allowed Michael to take part in lectures and symposiums dealing with artistic 

changes within the sphere of Inuit art. 

Michael taught jewelry and stone carving in Nunavut and Newfoundland and 

Labrador, before setting up his own studio in Kippens, NL in 1997. For 7 years 

Michael worked with a gallery in New York, NY and for the last 15 years has worked 

with the Spirit Wrestler gallery in Vancouver, BC. 

Over that time, Michael has had his works included in a number of permanent 

collections; the ROM, AGO, The Rooms, MacDonald Stewart Centre, The National 

gallery, The Smithsonian and the Winnipeg Art Gallery. Michael was elected to the 

Royal Canadian Academy of Arts in 2011. In 2017 he became a Member of the 

Order of Canada. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Tom Paddon is a Northerner whose career has involved leading large-scale natural resource 

development projects on Indigenous lands in the Arctic. 

 

Tom is from North West River in Labrador. He currently serves as the Chairman of 

Baffinland Iron Mines, Ltd. The company has been developing Canada’s newest and 

northernmost iron ore mine, the Mary River Project, located at 68ºN on Baffin 

Island in the Qikiqtaaluk region of Nunavut. The operation began shipping ore to 

European markets in the fall of 2015; Tom is now focused on the company’s 

growth. 

Tom’s experience in building and operating projects in Canada’s north has involved 

successfully reconciling the commercial interests of developers with the rights of 

Indigenous peoples and strict environmental performance standards. His personal 

background and career have provided him unique insights into the risks and 

rewards of large-scale industrial developments in the North. He is the founding 

Chairman of the Arctic Economic Council, an Honorary Captain in the Royal 

Canadian Navy, a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, an ArcticNet 

board member, and an ardent supporter of the Arctic Inspiration Prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Storyteller 
A retired airline pilot, Dave is a writer and performer of recitations and tall tales with an interest 

in Newfoundland & Labrador history. 

 

Dave Paddon hails originally from Northwest River in central Labrador. He is 

descended from two generations of pioneer doctors/nurses who travelled the 

Labrador coast by dog team in the winter and auxiliary ketch in the summer, 

providing medical services and building the social infrastructure which was so badly 

needed at the time. 

Perhaps in a spirit of rebelliousness, Dave chose aviation over medicine and flew 

fixed-wing aircraft as well as helicopters over the same territory in the late 

seventies and early eighties. He flew with Air Canada for several years, and has now 

retired. He is a great storyteller and well known throughout the province for his 

recitations.  

Dave is knowledgeable about the geography and history of coastal Labrador from 

his years of bush flying in the area; he has a particular enthusiasm for the Torngat 

Mountains. His grandparents operated a small hospital on the coast, and he enjoys 

relating the history of that institution as well as the incredible hardship of dog team 

medical patrols—which could last for weeks and covered thousands of miles. He is 

extremely fortunate in that he has a large volume of family correspondence 

covering the years 1912–1982.  

Dave wrote his first recitation in 2007 and has now written thirty. Five of these have 

been published in handmade chapbooks and his work is available on two CDs or 

through electronic download. His recitation Ralph: Flying Hound was recently 

released as an illustrated children’s book. He also released a collection of thirteen 

tall tales in a book entitled Half the lies you tell me are not true! Dave lives in St. John's 

with his wife Kim. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Kayak Guide 

Marissa is wild about adventure and passionate about sharing meaningful experiences that 

empower and invigorate the mind, body, and spirit connection. 

 

Growing up in White Rock, a seaside community on the west coast, Marissa was 

drawn to the strong, serene, and soothing energies of the ocean from an early age. 

Soon, her love of paddling was born. 

 

Today, Marissa shares her love of nature and the outdoors as a sea kayak and 

stand up paddleboard (SUP) instructor. She guides backcountry kayaking trips, 

leads skills clinics for the Women on Water (WOW) paddling festival, and hosts 

Paddle/Hike/Yoga retreats locally and in Costa Rica. Her biggest thrill is creating 

experiences that move the soul, while sharing moments that are empowering and 

transformational. 

With a strong sense of community, she is also involved with hosting annual park 

clean-ups, organizing fundraising events for local charities, and is Chair of the first 

Parks Advisory Committee for the Municipality of Meaford. Other labours of love 

include hiking and exploring hidden gems, photography, journaling, live music, and 

travelling the world. 

Marissa is looking forward to embarking on a unique adventure with you. The joy is 

in the journey! Breathe in and bliss out. 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Kayak Guide, Musician 

Chris is at home on the water, on the trails, or whenever he’s making music. 

 

Chris splits his time between his two passions: music and the outdoors. Hailing 

from the artistic community of Meaford, Ontario, just steps from the shores of 

Georgian Bay, there is no shortage of inspiration. Chris has spent the better part of 

the last decade performing, producing, and promoting local live music. He has 

created concert series and show productions that bring together exceptional local 

talent. 

When he’s not on stage, you’ll find Chris exploring the trails or paddling on the 

water. Chris feels right at home in a kayak, canoe, or a zodiac and is a Paddle 

Canada certified instructor. Locally grown produce and creating delicious food is 

something Chris also loves. Like music, food tells us so much about those who 

create it and is another way to bring people together. 

Being part of the Adventure Canada team gives Chris an opportunity to share his 

love for music and nature while exploring some of the most beautiful places on the 

planet! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 

Tony is a musician, cultural advocate, and proud Newfoundlander. 

 

Born in a tiny rural Newfoundland fishing village, Tony has lived and learned the 

charm of outport living. Although at the insistence of his father he choose a career 

path other than fishing, he has kept a close eye on the fishery’s evolution. In many 

of his provincial, regional and local volunteer roles he has been a strong and 

outspoken advocate for rural Newfoundland.  

Since 2005, he has enjoyed the opportunity to present the music, language and 

culture of his province. He is always delighted to visit tiny and sometimes remote 

communities and is eager to help share and celebrate the essence of his home. 


