
 

 
 

  

 

 

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Jason is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He is passionate about connecting people and places, and 

works with local leaders to develop community-focused, socially conscious travel initiatives. 

 

Jason grew up in the communities of Nain and Makkovik, Nunatsiavut, just twenty 

yards from the Atlantic Ocean. He spent his childhood extensively travelling the 

Labrador coast with his father—hunting, fishing, and assisting on tours and boat 

charters. 

Now, living just 100 yards from Lake Ontario in Port Credit, Jason is a professional 

Expedition Leader, guide, bear monitor and cross-cultural communication 

consultant. He believes in the power of travel as a transformative, educational 

experience. During the Arctic winter months, he assists in the planning of quality 

Arctic and sub-Arctic expeditions as a member of the Operations team. Jason sits 

on the board for Travel Nunavut and the Indigenous Advisory Circle for the Peel 

Region School Board. He is also a proud member of the Royal Canadian 

Geographical Society (RCGS) and of the Explorer’s Club. He is the 2020 recipient of 

the RCGS Martin Bergmann Medal for Excellence in arctic leadership and research. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Assistant Expedition Leader 
Naturalist, traveller, and adventurer, Julie’s enthusiasm and passion are contagious; she is 

excited to share her love and knowledge of the environment. 

 

Julie is originally from Lévis, Québec, and the St. Lawrence River’s shores have 

always been a place of adventures and discoveries for her. Julie’s love for nature 

and thirst of exploration has brought her up north of 60, where she called the 

Yukon wilderness home. 

Julie graduated in biogeography from University of Quebec in Rimouski. She has 

participated in a variety of research projects, including the enumeration of stock of 

the pacific salmon on northern rivers, the behaviour of hoary marmot in the 

Yukon’s mountains, and camera trapping cheetahs and lions in Africa. 

Like a lot of northerners, Julie possesses a versatile array of skills. She has worked 

as a wildlife technician, a guide, and in the film and dental industry. Always seeking 

new adventures or new berries patches, Julie also enjoys her quiet time at home in 

her off-the-grid cabin in the beautiful Yukon pine forest that she built with her 

partner. 

Julie joined Adventure Canada in 2016 and fulfilled her lifelong dream of sailing in 

Arctic waters. She is looking forward to sharing her love of the polar world. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Program Director 
Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at heart, having explored 

all seven continents and both polar regions. 

 

Although she grew up land-locked in Southern Ontario, Ellie was bitten by the travel 

bug at a young age. After studying Linguistics at Queen’s University and completing 

a Master's degree in Child Study and Education at the University of Toronto, Ellie 

taught an environmentally focused curriculum to elementary students for six years 

before she ran away to sea. Since then, she’s found herself aboard sailboats in the 

Caribbean, mega yachts in the Mediterranean, and on expedition ships in both 

polar regions. 

Her love for being on the water often finds her snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up 

paddle boarding, canoeing, or driving a Zodiac. But her passion for being under the 

water is what led her to pursue a PADI Divemaster qualification. From the warm, 

clear waters of the Red Sea to the cold, rough swells in New Zealand, Ellie loves 

learning about the life and history of the places she dives and sharing these with 

others. 

Above the waves, you can often find Ellie hiking, trail running, skiing, snowshoeing, 

or stretching out on her yoga mat. Whether boarding down volcanos in Nicaragua, 

climbing sand dunes in Morocco, white-water canoeing down the French River, or 

riding the Tokyo subway during rush hour, she loves to seek out adventures that 

expand her world view. Her travel and memoir writing has been featured in the 

Globe & Mail, Atlas Obscura, and Explore Magazine online, as well as Adventure 

Canada's own Mindful Explorer platform. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Author 
Author of more than fifty books of fiction, poetry, critical essays, and graphic novels 

 

Margaret Atwood, whose work has been published in more than forty-five 

countries, is the author of more than fifty books of fiction, poetry, critical essays, 

and graphic novels. Her latest novel, The Testaments, was published in September 

2019. It is the long-awaited sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale, now an award-winning TV 

series. 

Her other works of fiction include Cat’s Eye, finalist for the 1989 Booker Prize; Alias 

Grace, which won the Giller Prize in Canada and the Premio Mondello in Italy; The 

Blind Assassin, winner of the 2000 Booker Prize; The MaddAddam Trilogy; and Hag-

Seed. Margaret even penned a short story, The Stone Mattress, aboard an Adventure 

Canada expedition. 

She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Peace Prize of the German 

Book Trade, the Franz Kafka International Literary Prize, the PEN Center USA 

Lifetime Achievement Award, and the Los Angeles Times Innovator’s Award. She lives 

in Toronto. 

As a special guest, Margaret Atwood delivers onboard presentations while enjoying 

the wonders of expedition travel with Adventure Canada. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Poet, Mi’kmaw Cultural Educator 

Rebecca is an award-winning Mi'kmaw poet and activist who does not want to be a poet or 

activist. 

 

Rebecca Thomas happens to be good enough at poetry and persuasion to get 

people to listen, but her ultimate goal is to make Canada a better place for her 

Indigenous community, since so many people tend to forget they were here first. 

In the past, Rebecca has accidentally found herself as the Poet Laureate of Halifax. 

She has performed with a Tribe Called Red and has spoken and lectured at 

conferences and coffee houses from coast to coast. She writes kids books about 

growing up the child of a residential school survivor. She has written for the CBC, 

the Washington Post, and Bon Appétit Magazine but has yet to make a chapbook 

(another name for a short book of poetry). 

She collaborated with composer Laura Sgroi to bring together a three-poem story 

and full orchestral score which had its debut with the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Symphony in the spring of 2019. Her first book I'm Finding My Talk was shortlisted 

for the First Nations Community Reads Award. Her most recent collection of poetry 

called I place you into the fire was listed as one of CBC's top twenty books of 2020. 

Rebecca pays her bills by helping students who are overwhelmed with life and 

studies as a Student Services Advisor at the Nova Scotia Community College. 

Rebecca is an avid runner, hiker, and overall outdoorsy person. She spends time 

learning the land through gathering and fishing. She also feels real uncomfortable 

writing bios about herself. She's done some other things here and there but has 

reached her tolerance for hearing off her accomplishments listed off. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mi’kmaw Cultural Educator 

TJ Lightfoot is a two spirit Mi’kmaw person originally from Elsipogtog First Nation, New Brunswick 

and currently living in Iqaluit, Nunavut. 

 

With an undergraduate degree in Psychology and Native Studies and a Master’s in 

Environmental Policy, TJ has extensive knowledge and firsthand experience 

teaching about the Indigenous history, cultures, and art of Mi’kma’ki (the traditional 

territory of Mi’kmaq) and the Canadian Maritimes. 

TJ’s academic understandings of Mi’kmaw and Maliseet history and politics 

complements the many hours she’s spent on the land, trekking through the bush of 

southern and eastern New Brunswick. 

This knowledge has allowed her to testify in a number of important legal cases and 

proceedings about Indigenous issues in Canada, such as the Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls Inquiry and a court case brought by Passamaquoddy 

nation of Maine that sought legal recognition on the Canadian side of their 

traditional territory. 

TJ is a practicing full spectrum doula and sexual health enthusiast. Knowing that the 

land and body are intimately connected, her passions include Indigenous 

medicines, consent practices, and environmental issues. 

TJ identifies as an “Indigi-nerd” and is always eager to share Mi’kmaw culture, 

traditional stories, and oral histories, as well as discuss pertinent issues of the day, 

such as fishing rights, the Peace and Friendship Treaties, and reproductive justice. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Photographer, Wildlife Biologist 
Dennis delights in celebrating a sense of place—wherever that place may be. His photography 

has been published worldwide and he is the author of nine books. 

 

Dennis has been working with Adventure Canada since 2002 as a naturalist and 

photographer in the Arctic, Newfoundland, Antarctica, New Zealand, Galapagos, 

and Scotland. Dennis’s path—from his small island roots in Twillingate, 

Newfoundland to his current career as a photographer and eco-tour leader—has 

taken him through more than three decades of local and international work. 

Educated as a wildlife biologist, his first professional job was as the 

designer/manager of a nature education and wildlife rehabilitation centre. He also 

worked for nearly thirty years as an environmental educator in Newfoundland & 

Labrador, Africa, the Seychelles, and the Caribbean. Dennis is the author of nine 

educational and photographic books, and has tried his hand at dairy farming and 

even working as a polar bear guide in Churchill, Manitoba. 

For him, nature and photography are inseparable. Dennis immerses himself in 

nature through photography and seeks to inspire in the viewer a deeper 

connection with the natural world. His latest book, Labrador: The Big Land was 

published in 2016 and a sister volume, Newfoundland: An Island Apart, came out a 

year earlier. 

Dennis resides in Clarke’s Beach Newfoundland with his wife Antje Springmann and 

their Bernese Mountain Dog, Thule. He is very proud of his three grown children 

and seven grandchildren. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Jean loves to share her passion for Atlantic Canada's natural and cultural history. 

 

Since her first ship-based expedition in 1987, Jean has shared her passion for the 

deeply intertwined social and natural histories of eastern and northern Canada. 

Hailing from Nova Scotia, Jean is active in both environmental stewardship and 

historic preservation projects. She is a passionate guide and leader of education 

travel programs, and in the past, she has also worked as a naturalist on whale-

watching trips. Entertaining and educational interpretation are second nature to 

Jean. 

Jean has worked for Adventure Canada since 2014 and she loves the challenges and 

opportunities it brings. Jean is always happy to answer any of your questions about 

pelagic birds, cetaceans, and cultural history. In her free time, you’ll find her 

exploring entertaining the bays and coves of Atlantic Canada, camera in hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Dylan is an ecologist and explorer who has rowed and cycled halfway around the globe. 

Specialist in wildlife, plants and the wilderness. 

 

Dylan grew up in the city, but fell in love with wild places and the creatures that inhabit 

them before he could walk. It was clear from his childhood nickname, the “Happy 

Camper”, that Dylan was meant for the outdoors. 

This lifelong passion for experiencing, conserving, and learning about nature has 

propelled Dylan into two parallel careers. 

He is a professional ecologist with more than seven years of work on more than 150 

diverse projects for government, non-profit, private, and academic clients. Experience 

from thousands of field hours and an Environmental Science degree has given Dylan a 

comprehensive set of skills and knowledge about ecological systems in Canada, and 

around the world. 

He is also a wilderness and wildlife guide. This career started with canoe trips around 

Ontario as a teenager. Dylan loved these trips and nurtured his wilderness skills which 

led him to contracts as an Algonquin canoe guide, and, later, to BC as a whitewater raft 

guide. Eventually, he went on to organize his own large-scale expeditions, which would 

take him nearly halfway around the globe by bike and by oar. 

Since 2016, Dylan has combined his two career streams to serve as an international 

naturalist. He’s led very successful tours of Namibia, Western South Africa, Greenland, 

and Argentina. 

When he isn’t working, Dylan splits his time between Toronto and Guelph, ON with 

frequent forays into the bush. He is an experienced musician and performs regularly 

on electric bass and piano with a variety of groups around southern Ontario. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Ornithologist 
Garry is a Canadian Wildlife Service biologist managing programs for migratory birds and the 

twenty-six Migratory Bird Sanctuaries and National Wildlife Areas in Atlantic Canada. 

 

Garry grew up as an Air Force brat living in a diversity of military communities 

across Canada. Perhaps influenced by time spent in places like Moose Jaw and 

Goose Bay, an eventual path towards wildlife biology seemed logical. Most military 

bases contain wild areas, where Garry first explored woods and streams—

influencing who he is today.  

Whether car camping with family as a boy, or guiding Arctic white-water canoe and 

hiking journeys, experiencing nature has remained a theme through Garry’s life. It 

was his guiding skills that lead to a short contract working on ropes at a Nunavut 

seabird cliff, where the first glimpse of the chaos and racket of 20,000 swarming 

seabirds sealed the deal. He has pursued education and a career in wildlife ever 

since.  

Garry’s current job with the Canadian Wildlife Service is mostly carried out from 

behind a desk in Sackville, New Brunswick—but he enthusiastically grabs every 

chance he can to escape on bird surveys or visits to National Wildlife Areas. He 

dabbles in photography and enjoys exploring wild places in his spare time. Each 

summer, Garry looks forward to travelling to the Arctic to share his passion for 

birds and conservation with others on Adventure Canada and Students on Ice 

expeditions. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Ethnographer 
Bluenose Jane is a former museum curator and university lecturer specializing in the art and 

culture of northern regions, from the prehistoric to contemporary. 

 

Raised in Nova Scotia, Jane escaped to run away to sea in 1990 after spending over 

a decade locked up in museums–though she did get out occasionally to dig and to 

lecture at the university. 

Since then she has talked her way around the world, exploring the cultures of North 

and Central America, Europe, and the Far East. She also talked herself into 

appointment as Research Associate and Life Member with the Arctic Institute of 

North America and as a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. She and 

her partner Callum now operate a consulting business in environmental 

conservation and interpretation.  

Nova Scotians are often called Bluenoses because they spend so much time on the 

cold ocean; this Bluenose’s favourite thing is to drive a bunch of enthusiastic Zodiac 

passengers out to explore new places and look for wildlife. When she’s home on 

Vancouver Island, she does much the same thing in a kayak (while wearing a 

wetsuit, since kayaks are much less stable than Zodiacs). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Archaeologist, Historian 

Callum has worked as driver, archaeologist, and lecturer on small expedition cruise ships in 

northern waters for more than thirty years. 

 

Callum was brought up in the UK and quit school when he realized that he was not 

ready for formal education (or was it vice-versa?). He spent the rest of his youth in 

the Scottish Hebrides as a crofter and lobster fisherman.  

In 1968, Callum emigrated to Canada. There he eventually found his true vocation, 

trading a shovel for a trowel, and obtained degrees in archaeology and 

anthropology, specializing in Arctic cultures. He still takes on a field project or two 

every year in the Canadian Arctic, looking for, recording, and protecting 

archaeological sites (almost 1,500 to date in the Canadian Arctic and Atlantic 

Canada) on proposed industrial properties while his Inuk guide does the more 

serious work of watching out for hungry polar bears. 

Callum spends several months each year as a lecturer and Zodiac driver on 

expedition cruises, mostly in the north Atlantic and Arctic, from the Scottish Islands 

and Ireland to the Faroes, Iceland, Greenland, the Northwest Passage, 

Newfoundland & Labrador, Nova Scotia, and Sable Island, and occasionally in 

Antarctica and even in warmer climes. He revels in driving or catching boats on 

shore in all types of seas, and finding and interpreting archaeological sites for 

cruise guests. Callum and spouse Jane Sproull Thomson—who introduced him to 

the Arctic and archaeology back in 1977—make their home in idyllic Courtenay, 

Vancouver Island, and spend summers at their cottage on the Northumberland 

Strait in Nova Scotia, overlooking historic Pictou Harbour. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Explorer, Author 
James is a writer, geographer, teacher, and seasoned adventurer with a particular passion for 

silent craft and the North. 

 

James is a prolific writer, speaker, cultural geographer, and tireless advocate for the 

Canadian Canoe Museum in Peterborough, Ontario. He has produced twenty books 

and written for film, radio, and media outlets including Canadian Geographic, National 

Geographic, Explore, The Globe and Mail, as well as for CBC and The Discovery 

Channel. 

James is a Fellow International of the Explorers Club, a Past Chair of the Arctic Institute 

of North America, as well as a Fellow and Past Governor of the Royal Canadian 

Geographical Society, for which he was awarded the Camsell Medal and the Queen’s 

Golden and Diamond Jubilee Medals. 

In 2017, he was awarded Canada’s Sesquicentennial Medal and the Meritorious Service 

Medal from Governor General Julie Payette for continued commitment to the building 

of Canada through national service.  

As an inveterate all-season adventurer and experiential educator, James has led 

expeditions throughout Canada and around the world by snowshoe, dogsled, bicycle, 

ski, snowmobile, kayak, Peterhead, nuclear-powered icebreaker (to the North Pole) and 

by canoe—most recently as the instigator of Connected by Canoe, an expedition to 

demonstrate the canoe as a vessel of reconciliation. 

James is an interdisciplinarian and storyteller through and through and knows a little 

bit about a lot of things. And if he’s not driving a Zodiac, circling the midnight sun, 

giving presentations at sea or workshops on the land, serving as a bear guard, or 

stalking the wild Arctic asparagus, he’s likely to be singing his heart out and wailing 

away on his guitar with any other musicians who happen to be near the bar. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Fuelled by the sheer beauty of the land and its kind souls, Jassin’s smile transmits his love for life 

and wild adventures. 

 

Originally from La Belle Province, Jassin lives a life of peace and adventure in the 

land of the midnight sun. A knowledgeable outdoorsman, he’s always up for an 

escapade around the word. Twenty years of travelling the Nordic landscape by 

most means available led him to sail the Northwest passage as a member of the 

Adventure Canada expedition team. 

In other seasons, Jassin also works as an independent drone operator and 

cameraman on various film projects. He specializes in the great outdoors and 

recently took to the savannas of South Africa and Mozambique, filming a Big Cat 

initiative project for National Geographic. Last year, he travelled across Canada and 

up the ice road to Tuktoyaktuk for some award-winning documentaries. 

To relax, Jassin enjoys yoga, guitar, and foraging for wild food. His curiosity for life 

leads him across an array of interests, studies, and work—including psychology, 

forestry, nursing, and navigating the remote rivers of British Colombia, Yukon, and 

Alaska. 

Jassin is delighted to be part of the amazing team of Adventure Canada. Feeding his 

journey from passion for life and nature, he makes sharing and learning an 

endeavour. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Expedition Team 
Randy Edmunds is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He spends as much time as he can out on the land 

and sea around the northern coast of Labrador. 

 

Randy was born in North West River, Labrador and grew up in three of the five 

communities that make up the Inuit region of Nunatsiavut. He is a subsistence 

hunter and fisherman with some forty years of experience on both the land and the 

sea. 

Randy graduated from John Christian Erhardt School in Makkovik in 1981 and went 

on to attend Fisheries College (Marine Institute) where he received a Fishing 

Masters IV certification as well as a Limited Home Trade passenger carrying 

endorsement. He has been both an inshore and offshore fisherman for species like 

salmon, char, and cod along the coast of Labrador, and has also fished shrimp in 

the offshore, primarily in the Davis strait between Greenland and Labrador. 

Besides fishing, Randy has worked in a variety of different fields in Labrador, 

including as a mental health counsellor, a weather observer, and an environmental 

Programs Monitor/Coordinator. In 1999 Randy, along with his wife Lori, owned and 

operated a small hotel and tour boat operation in Makkovik which they ran for 

nearly twenty years. He represented the beautiful district of Torngat Mountains in 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Legislature for eight years. 

Randy is a proud grandfather and can often be found having tea parties with 

Charlotte and Islay aboard the Ocean Endeavour, when he is not acting as a bear 

monitor or Zodiac driver for our expedition team. 

 

 


