
 

 
 

 

  

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Matthew James is an adventurer and explorer by nature and by trade. He works tirelessly to 

ensure passengers have the best possible expedition experience. 

 

Matthew James is inspired by his loving family and friends to journey into the unknown 

parts of the world. Born and raised in southern Ontario, MJ was immediately introduced to 

an adventurous lifestyle by a family of avid explorers. 

He loves the outdoors and has been infatuated with all things wild from a young age. He 

first travelled to the Arctic at the age of two—an experience that ignited his love for the 

North. 

As the Director of Business Development, MJ focuses on creating long-lasting partnerships 

with likeminded organizations. His years of experience working aboard expeditions have 

ideally equipped him to anticipate and understand the individual needs of clients and 

partners alike. MJ prides himself on crafting custom experiences that surpass expectations 

and meet objectives on both sides of the table. 

MJ travels widely to understand diverse cultures, connect with people, and nurture his love 

for the natural world. With over sixty expeditions all over the world—and seventeen years 

of field experience—under his belt, MJ is highly experienced in all aspects of expedition 

cruising. 

Safety and guest experience are his two primary concerns, and he brings his passion for all 

things wild to bear on trips. His favourite places to travel are the polar regions, and has led 

dozens of trips to the Arctic and Antarctic. 

Whether in the role of Expedition Leader, host, or Zodiac driver, MJ is dedicated to sharing 

experiences and leading the charge. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Program Director 
Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at heart, having explored 

all seven continents and both polar regions. 

 

Although she grew up land-locked in Southern Ontario, Ellie was bitten by the travel 

bug at a young age. After studying Linguistics at Queen’s University and completing 

a Master's degree in Child Study and Education at the University of Toronto, Ellie 

taught an environmentally focused curriculum to elementary students for six years 

before she ran away to sea. Since then, she’s found herself aboard sailboats in the 

Caribbean, mega yachts in the Mediterranean, and on expedition ships in both 

polar regions. 

Her love for being on the water often finds her snorkelling, kayaking, stand-up 

paddle boarding, canoeing, or driving a Zodiac. But her passion for being under the 

water is what led her to pursue a PADI Divemaster qualification. From the warm, 

clear waters of the Red Sea to the cold, rough swells in New Zealand, Ellie loves 

learning about the life and history of the places she dives and sharing these with 

others. 

Above the waves, you can often find Ellie hiking, trail running, skiing, snowshoeing, 

or stretching out on her yoga mat. Whether boarding down volcanos in Nicaragua, 

climbing sand dunes in Morocco, white-water canoeing down the French River, or 

riding the Tokyo subway during rush hour, she loves to seek out adventures that 

expand her world view. Her travel and memoir writing has been featured in the 

Globe & Mail, Atlas Obscura, and Explore Magazine online, as well as Adventure 

Canada's own Mindful Explorer platform. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Archaeologist 
Dr. Latonia Hartery is a filmmaking archaeologist from Newfoundland, who loves adventure, 

singing, and telling stories. 

 

Latonia has a PhD in Newfoundland, Labrador, and Arctic archaeology. Her 

exploration of this topic has taken her to the Canadian Arctic, Greenland, Iceland, 

the Faroe Islands, and Scandinavia. 

For the last twenty years she has conducted excavations at her research project on 

Newfoundland’s Northern Peninsula, in Bird Cove-Plum Point, where she and her 

team have reconstructed five thousand years of Indigenous history. She is the 

President of AARA Inc., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to Arctic and NL 

studies. 

Latonia is also an award-winning filmmaker, specializing in both documentaries and 

narrative films. Works created by her company, LJH Films, have been seen in over 

thirty countries. For her community efforts, field contributions, and for preserving 

and promoting Arctic and sub-Arctic culture, she recently received Canada’s 

Outstanding Young Person Award, Hospitality NL’s Cruise Vision Award, and was 

also admitted as a Fellow to the Royal Canadian Geographic Society and Explorers 

Club. 

For her artistic work, she was named NL Arts Council Emerging Artist of the Year. 

She has worked with Adventure Canada since 2005, and currently lives in St. John’s. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Marine Biologist, Art Instructor, Expedition Team 

Ree is passionate about the world’s oceans and everything that lives in them. She shares that 

passion with as many people as she can. 

 

Ree Brennin is a zoologist with a special passion for sharing her love of marine life, 

conservation, and the beauty of nature. She attended the United Nationals 

International School, the University of British Columbia, Queen’s University, and 

McMaster University, earning a Bachelor’s degree in Zoology and a Master of Science 

degree in Biology.  

Ree has studied rattlesnakes, snowshoe hares, song sparrows, crows, and black-tailed 

deer, humpback, right whales, and beluga whales. She is certified as a NAUI SCUBA 

instructor, and if you let her, she’ll rave non-stop about the beauty and mystery of the 

undersea wilderness. 

Ree has taught at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, the Monterey Institute of International 

Studies, Queen’s University, and the University of Ottawa. She now works at the 

Bedford Institute of Oceanography in Nova Scotia, protecting wildlife and their critical 

habitat. 

Ree lives with her husband John Houston (also an Adventure Canada staff member) in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. Together they run a vacation rental called the Rose Bay 

Homestead near Lunenburg, ideal for multi-generation families who love nature and 

outdoor fun. Ree is honoured to be stepmother to John’s son Dorset and grown 

daughter Becky Kilabuk—who is also an Adventure Canada staff member. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Inuit Cultural Educator 
Martha is an interpreter, translator, cultural educator, and advocate. As a child, she was 

removed from Inukjuaak to Grise Fiord through Canada’s High Arctic relocation program. 

 

Martha belongs to one of the families that was relocated from Inukjuuaq, Nunavik 

to Grise Fiord, Nunavut in the 1950s. Growing up traditionally in a family that was 

closely connected to the land, Martha learned to sew, prepare food, and hunt at an 

early age. She attended English schools in Yukon, Manitoba, and the Northwest 

Territories. Martha also attended Carleton University in Ottawa for certification in 

Teaching a Foreign Language and Journalism. 

Because of her leadership, communication, and interpretation skills, Martha has 

held many positions across Canada and internationally as an indigenous women’s 

leader and advocate—as well as a longtime professional translator and interpreter. 

Inspired by her grandfather, Robert Flaherty’s film Nanook of the North, Martha 

produced her own film Martha of the North documenting her relocation 

experience. She has also worked with the National Film Board producing a series of 

Inuit culture vignettes. 

Martha is a former president and current board member of Pauktuutit, the Inuit 

Women’s Association of Canada. An avid craftsperson, she likes to sew clothes, do 

beadwork, draw, paint, and is currently writing a book. She has travelled extensively 

throughout her career and has met many dignitaries including Desmond Tuutu, 

Prince Charles, and Pierre Trudeau. Martha has three children, three grandchildren, 

and three great-grandchildren and makes her home in Ottawa. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Explorer, Author 
James is a writer, geographer, teacher, and seasoned adventurer with a particular passion for 

silent craft and the North. 

 

James is a prolific writer, speaker, cultural geographer, and tireless advocate for the 

Canadian Canoe Museum in Peterborough, Ontario. He has produced twenty books 

and written for film, radio, and media outlets including Canadian Geographic, 

National Geographic, Explore, The Globe and Mail, as well as for CBC and The 

Discovery Channel. 

James is a Fellow International of the Explorers Club, a Past Chair of the Arctic 

Institute of North America, as well as a Fellow and Past Governor of the Royal 

Canadian Geographical Society, for which he was awarded the Camsell Medal and 

the Queen’s Golden and Diamond Jubilee Medals. 

In 2017, he was awarded Canada’s Sesquicentennial Medal and the Meritorious 

Service Medal from Governor General Julie Payette for continued commitment to 

the building of Canada through national service.  

As an inveterate all-season adventurer and experiential educator, James has led 

expeditions throughout Canada and around the world by snowshoe, dogsled, 

bicycle, ski, snowmobile, kayak, Peterhead, nuclear-powered icebreaker (to the 

North Pole) and by canoe—most recently as the instigator of Connected by Canoe, 

an expedition to demonstrate the canoe as a vessel of reconciliation. 

James is an interdisciplinarian and storyteller through and through and knows a 

little bit about a lot of things. And if he’s not driving a Zodiac, circling the midnight 

sun, giving presentations at sea or workshops on the land, serving as a bear guard, 

or stalking the wild Arctic asparagus, he’s likely to be singing his heart out and 

wailing away on his guitar with any other musicians who happen to be near the bar. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Historian, Archaeologist, Inuit Cultural Educator 
Aka’s love for the Arctic manifests in her passions for communicating Arctic history, archaeology, 

culture, and nature. 

 

Aka spends the winter months studying in front of her computer and books as a Ph.D. 

candidate in Culture and Social History at Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland. She is 

currently writing her thesis about stone chamber wolf, fox, and polar bear traps. Her 

research methods entangle traditional local knowledge with science, including ecology, 

biology, history, culture, and archaeology. 

Her summers are spent at sea working on expedition ships, camping on the tundra as a 

tour leader, or doing archaeology field work research. When time allows, she loves reading 

expedition books with a critical eye, but also loves visiting places where historical 

expeditions have taken place. 

Aka received the Society for American Archaeology´s Native American undergraduate 

student scholarship. She has also worked as a project assistant for a National Science 

Foundation project that engaged collaboration between locals and researchers on the 

history of changes in Inuit food habits, as a reflection of new technologies, imported foods, 

and the colonization of Greenland. This research was conducted primarily at the former 

Moravian mission station of Alluitsoq (Lichtenau), South Greenland. For Aka, it is important 

to take part in decolonizing science and changing the methods of doing research. 

Aka holds a professional degree in tourism management and is Certified Arctic Guide from 

the business school at Qaqortoq, South Greenland. She also teaches tourism education 

and works as research assistant and guide at the National Museum and Archives. Her 

upbringing in South Greenland’s outer fjords and her experience as a farmer on a subarctic 

island naturally taught her how to respect nature and live as sustainably as possible in the 

Arctic. She is a descendent of hunters and farmers, as well as explorers—including the 

Danish lieutenant, explorer, and archaeologist Daniel Bruun and the catechist Hanseeraq, 

who went on Holms’ expedition to East Greenland from 1883-85. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Ornithologist, Arctic Ecologist, Sea Bird Biologist, Canada Research Chair 
Mark has spent two decades conducting research on Arctic seabirds to better understand 

climate change, to environmental contaminants, and to evaluate candidate protected areas. 

 

Dr. Mark Mallory is a Canada Research Chair in Coastal Wetland Ecosystems at 

Acadia University, Nova Scotia, where he studies coastlines in the Canadian 

Maritimes and Arctic. In 1999, after researching effects of acid rain in Ontario, he 

moved to Iqaluit with his wife Carolyn, and their three children (Conor, Jessamyn 

and Olivia). There, he worked as a government biologist studying the effects of 

climate change and pollution on seabirds. 

Most of Mark’s northern work takes him to the high Arctic, where there are few 

mosquitoes, little warmth, and lots of pesky polar bears. However, as an 

international researcher, his collaborations stretch from Alaska to Norway, and he 

also has extensive research underway in Labrador and Nova Scotia. He has written 

over 250 scientific papers, as well as the book Common Birds of Nunavut.  

His research led to the creation of Akpait and Qaqulluit National Wildlife Areas on 

eastern Baffin Island, and the uplisting of ivory gulls to Endangered status in 2009. 

He is one of three Canadian members on the Arctic Council CAFF C-bird committee, 

was appointed to the Royal Society of Canada—College of New Artists, Scholars and 

Scientists, and was awarded a Fulbright Chair in Arctic Studies at University of 

Washington, Seattle in 2018. 

All of this sounds kind of high-brow; mostly, he just enjoys cold and windy places, 

playing with birds, and convincing Carolyn that birds are more interesting than 

plants. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Botanist, Author, Artist 
Carolyn's interest in Arctic plants sparked her co-authored book, Common Plants of Nunavut. 

She delights in sharing and learning about all things Arctic. 

 

Carolyn is a field botanist, the co-author of Common Plants of Nunavut, and author 

of Common Insects of Nunavut. Her latest publication, Painted Skies, is a picture 

book about a child’s first experience with northern lights. She is hard at work on 

more picture books for children, as well as a novel. Carolyn is also a watercolour 

artist and loves to depict the North in her work.  

Carolyn can always be recognized on activities off of the ship, looking down at the 

amazing Arctic plant world only a few centimetres above the permafrost. 

Carolyn and her husband Mark raised their three children in Iqaluit before moving 

to Canada’s east coast in 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Historian, Political Scientist, Journalist 
Aaron is wild about Arctic history and politics. Long the editor of Up Here magazine, he’s now an 

academic, specializing in Indigenous governance. 

 

For more than twenty years, Aaron has obsessively explored, studied, 

documented—and yammered about—the world’s polar places. 

For a decade he ran Up Here, the journal of Canada’s north, which in 2010 was 

named the country’s best magazine. Before that, Aaron edited Canada’s 

northernmost paper (Nunatsiaq News), the world’s southernmost paper (Antarctic 

Sun), and the highest-circulation paper in the Alaskan “Bush” (Tundra Drums). (As 

further evidence of his Northern obsession, he literally wrote the book on Alaska—

Lonely Planet’s Alaska 8th ed. He produced CBC’s Inuktitut-language newscast, 

Igalaaq. He even worked as a kayak guide in the Inside Passage.) 

Aaron recently left Arctic journalism for Arctic academia: He earned a master’s 

degree in Northern Studies at the University of Alaska in 2015, and is now working 

on his Ph.D. at the University of Bergen, Norway, where he examines the 

opportunities and challenges of Indigenous governance in the circumpolar world. 

For the past eight summers he has joined Adventure Canada as an expedition 

guide, lecturing on polar history, politics, and current events. Joining him is his wife, 

Adventure Canada marine biologist Deanna Leonard-Spitzer, and sometimes their 

eleven-year-old son, Adventure Canada Hot Tub and Dessert Specialist Mark the 

Shark. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturalist 
Dylan is an ecologist and explorer who has rowed and cycled halfway around the globe. 

Specialist in wildlife, plants and the wilderness. 

 

Dylan grew up in the city, but fell in love with wild places and the creatures that inhabit 

them before he could walk. It was clear from his childhood nickname, the “Happy 

Camper”, that Dylan was meant for the outdoors. 

This lifelong passion for experiencing, conserving, and learning about nature has 

propelled Dylan into two parallel careers. 

He is a professional ecologist with more than seven years of work on more than 150 

diverse projects for government, non-profit, private, and academic clients. Experience 

from thousands of field hours and an Environmental Science degree has given Dylan a 

comprehensive set of skills and knowledge about ecological systems in Canada, and 

around the world. 

He is also a wilderness and wildlife guide. This career started with canoe trips around 

Ontario as a teenager. Dylan loved these trips and nurtured his wilderness skills which 

led him to contracts as an Algonquin canoe guide, and, later, to BC as a whitewater raft 

guide. Eventually, he went on to organize his own large-scale expeditions, which would 

take him nearly halfway around the globe by bike and by oar. 

Since 2016, Dylan has combined his two career streams to serve as an international 

naturalist. He’s led very successful tours of Namibia, Western South Africa, Greenland, 

and Argentina. 

When he isn’t working, Dylan splits his time between Toronto and Guelph, ON with 

frequent forays into the bush. He is an experienced musician and performs regularly 

on electric bass and piano with a variety of groups around southern Ontario. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Geographer, Earth Scientist 
Lynn shares her passion for learning about landscapes as an avid geographer, Earth Sciences 

professor, and a Governor of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society. 

 

In the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences at Mount Royal University 

in Calgary, Alberta, Lynn teaches digital mapping and geomorphology (landforms 

and processes) particularly of glaciated terrain. Her research focusses on 

geographical technologies (Digital Earth, GIS) and how people can learn, and use, 

these technologies most effectively to better understand the environment. Her 

current work includes supporting Inuit communities in connecting local knowledge 

to satellite imagery and providing technology support and training to sea-ice 

mapping initiatives.  

Lynn is an enthusiastic, award-winning educator who enjoys connecting people to 

the land and environment. Her participatory approach welcomes everyone to learn 

about and share their experiences of the exceptionally beautiful landscapes we are 

fortunate to travel through. When not on board or in the classroom, Lynn can often 

be found travelling the world in pursuit of more geographic knowledge or trying to 

catch up to her three sons! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Musician 
Barney is an award-winning musician and cattle rancher living in Cariboo, British Columbia. 

 

Barney and his band, The Legendary Hearts, recorded and toured extensively in 

Canada through the late ‘80s and ‘90s. They sold over a half a million records, won a 

Juno, and were a staple on Canadian radio. In 2000, Barney traded in his rock and roll 

life for that of a cattle rancher in the Cariboo region of central British Columbia, 

deciding to step away from the music business treadmill, put some blisters on his 

fingers, and tour less frequently. 

During the next five years, Barney tended to write songs only when time would allow 

and “when the dam things wouldn’t leave me alone!” Those songs became the critically 

acclaimed Gift Horse, recorded in Toronto with Blue Rodeo and produced by Barney’s 

friend Jim Cuddy. The process renewed Barney’s love of performing, both in the form of 

solo acoustic shows, and collaboratively with the newly formed Cariboo Express and 

the occasional rocking romp reunions with The Legendary Hearts. 

All told Barney has put out fifteen records. A combination of solo works, a number of 

albums with The Legendary Hearts, two with Bentall/Taylor and Ulrich (BTU), and two 

more with The High Bar Gang (a bluegrass band of friends that has garnered two Juno 

nominations). He is currently working on his fifth solo record, as well as an 

instrumental record with long-time friend Geoffrey Kelly from Spirit of the West. This 

latest offering was tracked at Barney’s ranch. 

Barney divides his time between Bowen Island, his ranch, and the road. He is married 

to his wife Kath and together they have four kids, ten grandchildren, a couple of dogs, a 

few horses, and a few cows. He has been a staff member with Adventure Canada on 

numerous trips to the Arctic and is eager to, once again, immerse himself in the magic 

and the wonder of it all. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Inuit Art Specialist, Arctic Filmmaker 

John grew up among Inuit while his parents showed Inuit art to the world. He uses storytelling, 

filmmaking, and art to bridge the cultural gap. 

 

John’s life is a story of the Arctic and Nova Scotia. He owes his storytelling to both 

the Inuit among whom he was raised, while his parents James and Alma Houston, 

helped develop what the world now knows as Inuit art, as well as to a long line of 

Maritime ancestors. After graduating from Yale University, John became 

Pangnirtung’s Art Advisor, regaining his childhood fluency in Inuktut. Also fluent in 

French, he went on to work in film across the Arctic and worldwide.  

John and his mother opened Houston North Gallery in Nova Scotia, now in its 38th 

year. They also co-founded the Lunenburg Folk Harbour Festival, the province’s 

longest-running music festival. John has written and directed six of his own films, all 

winners of international and domestic awards, with a seventh from Nunavik (Arctic 

Québec), and an eighth from Mi’kmaq territory, nearing completion. Between 

Adventure Canada sailings, John lives in historic Halifax and beautiful Rose Bay with 

his wife, AC Staffer Ree Brennin Houston, and son Dorset, enjoying visits from his 

daughter, Becky Kilabuk of Iqaluit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Sales Lead 
Brenya is a traveller with a passion for learning who believes that every destination offers unique 

lessons to each of its visitors. 

 

Brenya is an intermediate traveller with an educational background in Community 

& Justice Services, a professional background in Harm Reduction & Social Justice, 

and a personal passion for tackling climate change. 

Brenya considers herself an ally of the environment and pursues the unsteady 

journey of a minimally wasteful lifestyle. She brings this zeal to her working life as 

an imperative skill of appreciating the beauty that our world presents to us every 

day. 

Her authenticity is key to helping those around her see the allure in venturing into 

areas not commonly travelled. 

You can find Brenya on board knitting in the Aurora lounge, or saving the turtles—

one plastic straw at a time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Ecologist & Expedition Team 

Dave is an avid explorer of Canada’s remote wilderness, and a wildlife ecologist with a great 

respect for the polar regions and the wildlife who call the North home. 

 

Dave grew up in Toronto before migrating west to the Canadian Rockies, where he 

spent his twenties mountaineering, climbing, and paddling the region’s many peaks 

and river systems. Winters were spent skiing in the backcountry and summers 

dedicated to planting over half a million trees in the rugged northern landscapes. 

Switching gears to a career in conservation, Dave completed a Master’s degree in 

wildlife ecology and now works for Parks Canada in Banff National Park as a 

human-wildlife conflict specialist, managing the complex interface between visitor 

experience and wildlife populations. Dave also works as a polar bear interpretive 

guide each fall in Churchill, Manitoba and as an avalanche forecaster in the 

Canadian Rockies during the winters. 

 

When not working or guiding, Dave has a visceral draw to Canada’s wild northern 

spaces and has completed more than twenty multi-week, self-propelled ski touring, 

mountaineering, and paddling expeditions throughout the world. He is a Royal 

Canadian Geographic Society grantee for a recent expedition to Ellesmere Island. 

Dave is a member of the Association of Canadian Mountain Guides and a Canadian 

Avalanche Association professional forecaster. He lives in Banff, Alberta with his 

artist wife Mindy, their daughter Charly, and an ever-loyal retriever named Happy. 

Above all else, Dave revels in watching guests’ knowledge grow, smiles widen, and 

connection to place deepen while out on the Arctic landscape. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Kayak Guide 

Marissa is wild about adventure and passionate about sharing meaningful experiences that 

empower and invigorate the mind, body, and spirit connection. 

 

Growing up in White Rock, a seaside community on the west coast, Marissa was 

drawn to the strong, serene, and soothing energies of the ocean from an early age. 

Soon, her love of paddling was born. 

 

Today, Marissa shares her love of nature and the outdoors as a sea kayak and 

stand up paddleboard (SUP) instructor. She guides backcountry kayaking trips, 

leads skills clinics for the Women on Water (WOW) paddling festival, and hosts 

Paddle/Hike/Yoga retreats locally and in Costa Rica. Her biggest thrill is creating 

experiences that move the soul, while sharing moments that are empowering and 

transformational. 

With a strong sense of community, she is also involved with hosting annual park 

clean-ups, organizing fundraising events for local charities, and is Chair of the first 

Parks Advisory Committee for the Municipality of Meaford. Other labours of love 

include hiking and exploring hidden gems, photography, journaling, live music, and 

travelling the world. 

Marissa is looking forward to embarking on a unique adventure with you. The joy is 

in the journey! Breathe in and bliss out. 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Kayak Guide, Musician 

Chris is at home on the water, on the trails, or whenever he’s making music. 

 

Chris splits his time between his two passions: music and the outdoors. Hailing 

from the artistic community of Meaford, Ontario, just steps from the shores of 

Georgian Bay, there is no shortage of inspiration. Chris has spent the better part of 

the last decade performing, producing, and promoting local live music. He has 

created concert series and show productions that bring together exceptional local 

talent. 

When he’s not on stage, you’ll find Chris exploring the trails or paddling on the 

water. Chris feels right at home in a kayak, canoe, or a zodiac and is a Paddle 

Canada certified instructor. Locally grown produce and creating delicious food is 

something Chris also loves. Like music, food tells us so much about those who 

create it and is another way to bring people together. 

Being part of the Adventure Canada team gives Chris an opportunity to share his 

love for music and nature while exploring some of the most beautiful places on the 

planet! 

 


