
 

 
 

 

 

Below is a sampling of some of the expert expedition team members that you can look forward to travelling with. 

This is not an exhaustive list and may change as your trip draws nearer. 

 

  

 

 

 

Expedition Leader 
Jason is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He is passionate about connecting people and places, and 

works with local leaders to develop community-focused, socially conscious travel initiatives. 

 

Jason grew up in the communities of Nain and Makkovik, Nunatsiavut, just twenty 

yards from the Atlantic Ocean. He spent his childhood extensively travelling the 

Labrador coast with his father—hunting, fishing, and assisting on tours and boat 

charters. 

Now, living just 100 yards from Lake Ontario in Port Credit, Jason is a professional 

Expedition Leader, guide, bear monitor and cross-cultural communication 

consultant. He believes in the power of travel as a transformative, educational 

experience. During the Arctic winter months, he assists in the planning of quality 

Arctic and sub-Arctic expeditions as a member of the Operations team. Jason sits 

on the board for Travel Nunavut and the Indigenous Advisory Circle for the Peel 

Region School Board. He is also a proud member of the Royal Canadian 

Geographical Society (RCGS) and of the Explorer’s Club. He is the 2020 recipient of 

the RCGS Martin Bergmann Medal for Excellence in arctic leadership and research. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Author, Cultural Historian 
David Pelly is a modern-day explorer of the North’s cultural landscape. He has been travelling, 

living, and writing in the Arctic for forty years. 

 

David led his first Arctic expedition in 1977, beginning a northern career spanning 

the decades since. During that time he published ten books and countless articles 

about the north, the land, its history, and its people. He has worked with biologists 

and archaeologists in the field, developed and written documentary films, served as 

co-curator of Inuit art exhibitions, and assisted with numerous community-based 

cultural projects across Nunavut.  

Much of David’s work has been rooted in the collection of oral-history and 

traditional knowledge from Inuit elders. In 2012 he was awarded the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee Medal "for dedication to the preservation of Inuit oral history and 

traditional knowledge [and for his] many works to help increase Canadians' 

understanding of the North."  

An adventurer in his own right, David continued to lead northern expeditions, 

travelling by canoe and by dog team for thousands of kilometres in the Arctic 

wilderness.  

Currently, David spends much of his time managing a small foundation, the Ayalik 

Fund, which gives Inuit youth who would otherwise not have such opportunities a 

chance to build self-esteem and confidence, through challenging outdoor 

adventure. Please visit the Ayalik Fund through our Partnerships page for more 

information. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Land Claims Specialist 
Laurie is a committed Northern indigenous law specialist, an Arctic canoeing enthusiast, hiker, 

and traveller. 

 

Since first stepping off a floatplane in 1989 for a canoe trip through the central 

Barrenlands, Laurie has been in love with the North and its people. Since then, she 

has devoted her career to working for Nunavut Tunngavik Inc., the Nunavut Inuit 

Land Claims organization, providing legal advice to the Inuit leadership and people 

as they advance toward their goals of prosperity and self-determination.  

From a corporate litigation practice in the wilds of Manhattan, Laurie was whisked 

away to the shores of the Northwest Passage in Cambridge Bay to assist the Inuit of 

Nunavut in implementing their treaty with the Crown in right of Canada. She has 

never looked back. 

Laurie has travelled to most Nunavut communities, working with local Inuit—from 

hunters and trappers to educators and politicians— to provide advice on the things 

that matter to them. Laurie’s work with the Inuit dates from just after the signing of 

the Nunavut Agreement in 1993, to the establishment of the Nunavut Territory and 

Government in 1999, through the first twenty-five years of implementation of the 

Nunavut treaty, and onward, with many challenges still to be faced and 

opportunities taken.  

In addition to Laurie’s work, she and her family have spent many happy years 

canoeing in the Arctic, and sailing the waters of Atlantic Canada, most especially off 

Newfoundland and Labrador. In keeping with their love of wild places, Laurie and 

her husband David continue to have off-the-beaten-track adventures, hiking in 

Ecuador and Morocco, sailing in the Baltic Sea, and skiing and snowshoeing with 

their dog at their home beside a lake in the Quebec woods. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Inuit Cultural Educator 
Alexandra is a self-taught Inuk artist with a familial tradition of adventure on the high seas. 

 

Alexandra’s eagerness for adventure and exploration runs deep within her family 

line, as she is a descendant of Joe and Letia Panipakuttuk who sailed with Henry 

Larsen through the Northwest Passage on the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

schooner St. Roch. She hopes to honour and carry forward their abilities and 

talents on this voyage as a guide herself. Her favorite place to visit is Dundas 

Harbour, where her grandfather was born. 

Hailing from Mittimatilik (Pond Inlet) on North Baffin Island, Alexandra’s aspirations 

for community service, creativity, and learning has steered her to work with many 

amazing projects focused on the appreciation and promotion of culture and 

knowledge sharing. 

Alexandra taught herself the fundamentals of visual arts. She is inspired by her 

environment and her culture and applies this to her artwork. In each of her 

creations she strives to create opportunities for storytelling. Her main mediums are 

pen and ink, digital drawings, and small handicrafts from fur and beads. If she is 

not busy with social functions, she is most likely creating something beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Inuit Cultural Educator 
Randy Edmunds is an Inuk from Nunatsiavut. He spends as much time as he can out on the land 

and sea around the northern coast of Labrador. 

 

Randy was born in North West River, Labrador and grew up in three of the five 

communities that make up the Inuit region of Nunatsiavut. He is a subsistence 

hunter and fisherman with some forty years of experience on both the land and the 

sea. 

Randy graduated from John Christian Erhardt School in Makkovik in 1981 and went 

on to attend Fisheries College (Marine Institute) where he received a Fishing 

Masters IV certification as well as a Limited Home Trade passenger carrying 

endorsement. He has been both an inshore and offshore fisherman for species like 

salmon, char, and cod along the coast of Labrador, and has also fished shrimp in 

the offshore, primarily in the Davis strait between Greenland and Labrador. 

Besides fishing, Randy has worked in a variety of different fields in Labrador, 

including as a mental health counsellor, a weather observer, and an environmental 

Programs Monitor/Coordinator. In 1999 Randy, along with his wife Lori, owned and 

operated a small hotel and tour boat operation in Makkovik which they ran for 

nearly twenty years. He represented the beautiful district of Torngat Mountains in 

the Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Legislature for eight years. 

Randy is a proud grandfather and can often be found having tea parties with 

Charlotte and Islay aboard the Ocean Endeavour, when he is not acting as a bear 

monitor or Zodiac driver for our expedition team. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Historian, Archaeologist, Inuit Cultural Educator 
Aka’s love for the Arctic manifests in her passions for communicating Arctic history, archaeology, 

culture, and nature. 

 

Aka spends the winter months studying in front of her computer and books as a Ph.D. 

candidate in Culture and Social History at Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland. She is 

currently writing her thesis about stone chamber wolf, fox, and polar bear traps. Her 

research methods entangle traditional local knowledge with science, including ecology, 

biology, history, culture, and archaeology. 

Her summers are spent at sea working on expedition ships, camping on the tundra as a 

tour leader, or doing archaeology field work research. When time allows, she loves reading 

expedition books with a critical eye, but also loves visiting places where historical 

expeditions have taken place. 

Aka received the Society for American Archaeology´s Native American undergraduate 

student scholarship. She has also worked as a project assistant for a National Science 

Foundation project that engaged collaboration between locals and researchers on the 

history of changes in Inuit food habits, as a reflection of new technologies, imported foods, 

and the colonization of Greenland. This research was conducted primarily at the former 

Moravian mission station of Alluitsoq (Lichtenau), South Greenland. For Aka, it is important 

to take part in decolonizing science and changing the methods of doing research. 

Aka holds a professional degree in tourism management and is Certified Arctic Guide from 

the business school at Qaqortoq, South Greenland. She also teaches tourism education 

and works as research assistant and guide at the National Museum and Archives. Her 

upbringing in South Greenland’s outer fjords and her experience as a farmer on a subarctic 

island naturally taught her how to respect nature and live as sustainably as possible in the 

Arctic. She is a descendent of hunters and farmers, as well as explorers—including the 

Danish lieutenant, explorer, and archaeologist Daniel Bruun and the catechist Hanseeraq, 

who went on Holms’ expedition to East Greenland from 1883-85. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Marine Biologist 
Deanna is a marine biologist with Norway’s Institute of Marine Research. She loves to spot- and 

spout about- whales, seals and walruses. 

 

Deanna grew up on the shores of Great Slave Lake in Canada’s Arctic; her love of 

science and the environment came naturally. With a zoology degree under her belt, she 

moved to Boston to study whales, rehabilitate injured seals, and teach about ocean 

conservation. She pursued her graduate studies at the University of Alaska and spent a 

decade as a senior biologist with Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) in Yellowknife, 

making a difference in the lives of creatures great and small.  

Deanna’s research on whales and their habitats has taken her all over our big blue 

planet. Off Vancouver Island she’s explored the social lives of sea lions. In Nantucket, 

she’s catalogued the lineages of humpback-whale calves, and in Norway she’s tracked 

the distribution of orcas and blue whales. In the Arctic, she’s satellite-tagged bowhead 

whales and surveyed the Beaufort Sea by small plane to study their feeding patterns. 

Currently “on loan” from DFO, Deanna is working for Norway’s Institute for Marine 

Research where she studies North Atlantic whale populations ranging from the North 

Sea to the Faroe Islands to Svalbard. She estimates the abundance of North Atlantic 

whales, monitors their interactions fisheries, and studies effects of climate change on 

whale populations in the remote Barents Sea. 

Deanna has a splash studying whales and spending time on the ocean, but what she 

loves most about her career in the Arctic is the access to pristine wilderness and visits 

to remote places, where the pace of life falls in step with the rhythm of nature. In her 

spare time, Deanna can be found hiking, kayaking, and travelling with her husband, 

Aaron Spitzer (Adventure Canada historian) and son, Mark “the Shark” (aspiring 

Adventure Canada staffer). 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Conservation Biologist 
Victoria is an Inuk conservation biologist working widely across the circumpolar Arctic. Home on 

the Alaskan tundra, she’s been chasing animals her whole life. 

 

Victoria has roots in the coastal tundra of northern Alaska, where she first found 

her passion for wildlife. Following the nomadic ways of her ancestors, she herself 

migrates across the North and has worked as a wildlife biologist, conservation 

planner, and research consultant in all eight Arctic countries. 

Over the past twelve years, she has specialized in the conservation of lands and 

species, particularly in Indigenous homelands, and conducts research using both 

Western scientific methods and Indigenous traditional knowledge. 

Most recently, Victoria has served research roles at the Conservation of Arctic Flora 

and Fauna working group of the Arctic Council in Akureyri, Iceland; the Greenland 

Institute of Natural Resources in Nuuk; the Arctic University of Norway in Tromsø; 

and the Inuit Circumpolar Council-Alaska in Anchorage. 

Besides her passion for living and studying in Arctic communities, she is also an 

avid climber and skier, and spends most of her free time in the mountains or on the 

sea. Victoria lives year-round in remote parts of the Arctic and is at home anyplace 

cold and quiet. She can’t imagine leaving the North. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Ornithologist, Arctic Ecologist, Sea Bird Biologist, Canada Research Chair 
Mark has spent two decades conducting research on Arctic seabirds to better understand 

climate change, to environmental contaminants, and to evaluate candidate protected areas. 

 

Dr. Mark Mallory is a Canada Research Chair in Coastal Wetland Ecosystems at 

Acadia University, Nova Scotia, where he studies coastlines in the Canadian 

Maritimes and Arctic. In 1999, after researching effects of acid rain in Ontario, he 

moved to Iqaluit with his wife Carolyn, and their three children (Conor, Jessamyn 

and Olivia). There, he worked as a government biologist studying the effects of 

climate change and pollution on seabirds. 

Most of Mark’s northern work takes him to the high Arctic, where there are few 

mosquitoes, little warmth, and lots of pesky polar bears. However, as an 

international researcher, his collaborations stretch from Alaska to Norway, and he 

also has extensive research underway in Labrador and Nova Scotia. He has written 

over 250 scientific papers, as well as the book Common Birds of Nunavut.  

His research led to the creation of Akpait and Qaqulluit National Wildlife Areas on 

eastern Baffin Island, and the uplisting of ivory gulls to Endangered status in 2009. 

He is one of three Canadian members on the Arctic Council CAFF C-bird committee, 

was appointed to the Royal Society of Canada—College of New Artists, Scholars and 

Scientists, and was awarded a Fulbright Chair in Arctic Studies at University of 

Washington, Seattle in 2018. 

All of this sounds kind of high-brow; mostly, he just enjoys cold and windy places, 

playing with birds, and convincing Carolyn that birds are more interesting than 

plants. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Botanist, Author, Artist 
Carolyn's interest in Arctic plants sparked her co-authored book, Common Plants of Nunavut. 

She delights in sharing and learning about all things Arctic. 

 

Carolyn is a field botanist, the co-author of Common Plants of Nunavut, and author 

of Common Insects of Nunavut. Her latest publication, Painted Skies, is a picture 

book about a child’s first experience with northern lights. She is hard at work on 

more picture books for children, as well as a novel. Carolyn is also a watercolour 

artist and loves to depict the North in her work.  

Carolyn can always be recognized on activities off of the ship, looking down at the 

amazing Arctic plant world only a few centimetres above the permafrost. 

Carolyn and her husband Mark raised their three children in Iqaluit before moving 

to Canada’s east coast in 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Geologist, Oxford Research Professor 

Dr. Marc St-Onge is an accomplished geologist and petrologist keenly interested in documenting 

the evolution of continents and the growth of mountains throughout Earth history. 

 

Marc graduated in 1981 from Queen’s University in Kingston, ON, with a PhD in 

Earth Sciences. For over 37 years, he was an Officer and Project Leader at the 

Geological Survey of Canada, leading field science expeditions to study unknown or 

little-known destinations and phenomena in remote parts of the world, from the 

Coppermine River area in the Canadian Arctic (where he and colleagues discovered 

the oldest rocks in the world) to Banks Island, the Keewatin, northern Quebec, 

south-eastern, south-western, central and northern Baffin Island, western 

Greenland, northwest Scotland, the Himalaya of Pakistan, India and Nepal and the 

Tibetan Plateau in China. His documented contributions to scientific exploration 

and geological field research are evidenced by the publication of over 125 peer-

reviewed scientific papers in international journals (including Nature) and technical 

reports, 119 geological maps (a record at the Geological Survey of Canada), and 145 

conference abstracts. 

Associated with Adventure Canada since 2004, he has transited the Northwest 

Passage several times and explored the east coast of Baffin Island, the west coast 

of Greenland and the north coast of Arctic Quebec as “geologist on board”. 

He was appointed Senior Research Fellow at the University of Oxford in 2004, 

Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society in 2010, Vice-President (North 

America) of the Commission for the Geological Map of the World in 2012, Visiting 

Senior Scholar at Cambridge in 2019, and Visiting Professor at Oxford in 2019. His 

passion and knowledge of Arctic geology served as inspiration for a short story by 

Margaret Atwood (“Stone Mattress”), and his innovative work led to the publication 

of the circumpolar “Geological Map of the Arctic” in 2011, the “Tectonic Map of 



 

Arctic Canada” in 2015, the Geological Survey of Canada’s first-ever geological maps 

in Inuktitut in 2015 and 2016, the “Tectonic Map of the Arctic” in 2019, and release 

of the forthcoming Canada-3D App in 2020. 

The Royal Canadian Geographical Society recognized Marc as one of Canada’s “top 

100 modern-day explorers” in 2015. He received the Geologic Mapping Award in 

Honour of Florence Bascom from the Geological Society of America and the Gold 

Medal from the Royal Canadian Geographical Society in 2016. 

Marc lives in Ottawa, ON, with his wife Dr. Janet King and is presently Senior 

Emeritus Scientist at the Geological Survey of Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Historian, Political Scientist, Journalist 
Aaron is wild about Arctic history and politics. Long the editor of Up Here magazine, he’s now an 

academic, specializing in Indigenous governance. 

 

For more than twenty years, Aaron has obsessively explored, studied, 

documented—and yammered about—the world’s polar places. 

For a decade he ran Up Here, the journal of Canada’s north, which in 2010 was 

named the country’s best magazine. Before that, Aaron edited Canada’s 

northernmost paper (Nunatsiaq News), the world’s southernmost paper (Antarctic 

Sun), and the highest-circulation paper in the Alaskan “Bush” (Tundra Drums). (As 

further evidence of his Northern obsession, he literally wrote the book on Alaska—

Lonely Planet’s Alaska 8th ed. He produced CBC’s Inuktitut-language newscast, 

Igalaaq. He even worked as a kayak guide in the Inside Passage.) 

Aaron recently left Arctic journalism for Arctic academia: He earned a master’s 

degree in Northern Studies at the University of Alaska in 2015, and is now working 

on his Ph.D. at the University of Bergen, Norway, where he examines the 

opportunities and challenges of Indigenous governance in the circumpolar world. 

For the past eight summers he has joined Adventure Canada as an expedition 

guide, lecturing on polar history, politics, and current events. Joining him is his wife, 

Adventure Canada marine biologist Deanna Leonard-Spitzer, and sometimes their 

eleven-year-old son, Adventure Canada Hot Tub and Dessert Specialist Mark the 

Shark. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Explorer, Author 
James is a writer, geographer, teacher, and seasoned adventurer with a particular passion for 

silent craft and the North. 

 

James is a prolific writer, speaker, cultural geographer, and tireless advocate for the 

Canadian Canoe Museum in Peterborough, Ontario. He has produced twenty books 

and written for film, radio, and media outlets including Canadian Geographic, 

National Geographic, Explore, The Globe and Mail, as well as for CBC and The 

Discovery Channel. 

James is a Fellow International of the Explorers Club, a Past Chair of the Arctic 

Institute of North America, as well as a Fellow and Past Governor of the Royal 

Canadian Geographical Society, for which he was awarded the Camsell Medal and 

the Queen’s Golden and Diamond Jubilee Medals. 

In 2017, he was awarded Canada’s Sesquicentennial Medal and the Meritorious 

Service Medal from Governor General Julie Payette for continued commitment to 

the building of Canada through national service.  

As an inveterate all-season adventurer and experiential educator, James has led 

expeditions throughout Canada and around the world by snowshoe, dogsled, 

bicycle, ski, snowmobile, kayak, Peterhead, nuclear-powered icebreaker (to the 

North Pole) and by canoe—most recently as the instigator of Connected by Canoe, 

an expedition to demonstrate the canoe as a vessel of reconciliation. 

James is an interdisciplinarian and storyteller through and through and knows a 

little bit about a lot of things. And if he’s not driving a Zodiac, circling the midnight 

sun, giving presentations at sea or workshops on the land, serving as a bear guard, 

or stalking the wild Arctic asparagus, he’s likely to be singing his heart out and 

wailing away on his guitar with any other musicians who happen to be near the bar. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Sales Lead 
Brenya is a traveller with a passion for learning who believes that every destination offers unique 

lessons to each of its visitors. 

 

Brenya is an intermediate traveller with an educational background in Community 

& Justice Services, a professional background in Harm Reduction & Social Justice, 

and a personal passion for tackling climate change. 

Brenya considers herself an ally of the environment and pursues the unsteady 

journey of a minimally wasteful lifestyle. She brings this zeal to her working life as 

an imperative skill of appreciating the beauty that our world presents to us every 

day. 

Her authenticity is key to helping those around her see the allure in venturing into 

areas not commonly travelled. 

You can find Brenya on board knitting in the Aurora lounge, or saving the turtles—

one plastic straw at a time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Inuit Art Specialist, Arctic Filmmaker 

John grew up among Inuit while his parents showed Inuit art to the world. He uses storytelling, 

filmmaking, and art to bridge the cultural gap. 

 

John’s life is a story of the Arctic and Nova Scotia. He owes his storytelling to both 

the Inuit among whom he was raised, while his parents James and Alma Houston, 

helped develop what the world now knows as Inuit art, as well as to a long line of 

Maritime ancestors. After graduating from Yale University, John became 

Pangnirtung’s Art Advisor, regaining his childhood fluency in Inuktut. Also fluent in 

French, he went on to work in film across the Arctic and worldwide.  

John and his mother opened Houston North Gallery in Nova Scotia, now in its 38th 

year. They also co-founded the Lunenburg Folk Harbour Festival, the province’s 

longest-running music festival. John has written and directed six of his own films, all 

winners of international and domestic awards, with a seventh from Nunavik (Arctic 

Québec), and an eighth from Mi’kmaq territory, nearing completion. Between 

Adventure Canada sailings, John lives in historic Halifax and beautiful Rose Bay with 

his wife, AC Staffer Ree Brennin Houston, and son Dorset, enjoying visits from his 

daughter, Becky Kilabuk of Iqaluit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Ecologist & Expedition Team 

Dave is an avid explorer of Canada’s remote wilderness, and a wildlife ecologist with a great 

respect for the polar regions and the wildlife who call the North home. 

 

Dave grew up in Toronto before migrating west to the Canadian Rockies, where he 

spent his twenties mountaineering, climbing, and paddling the region’s many peaks 

and river systems. Winters were spent skiing in the backcountry and summers 

dedicated to planting over half a million trees in the rugged northern landscapes. 

Switching gears to a career in conservation, Dave completed a Master’s degree in 

wildlife ecology and now works for Parks Canada in Banff National Park as a 

human-wildlife conflict specialist, managing the complex interface between visitor 

experience and wildlife populations. Dave also works as a polar bear interpretive 

guide each fall in Churchill, Manitoba and as an avalanche forecaster in the 

Canadian Rockies during the winters. 

 

When not working or guiding, Dave has a visceral draw to Canada’s wild northern 

spaces and has completed more than twenty multi-week, self-propelled ski touring, 

mountaineering, and paddling expeditions throughout the world. He is a Royal 

Canadian Geographic Society grantee for a recent expedition to Ellesmere Island. 

Dave is a member of the Association of Canadian Mountain Guides and a Canadian 

Avalanche Association professional forecaster. He lives in Banff, Alberta with his 

artist wife Mindy, their daughter Charly, and an ever-loyal retriever named Happy. 

Above all else, Dave revels in watching guests’ knowledge grow, smiles widen, and 

connection to place deepen while out on the Arctic landscape. 


