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DANVILLE IRONMEN
Fresh-faced Ironmen are ready to roll

By VINCE PELLEGRINI
For the Press Enterprise

DANVILLE — When you talk about 
high school football supremacy in Class 
3A, there’s one name that’s distinguished 
itself  to the apex in District 4 recently — 
Danville.

The Ironmen enter the new cam-
paign as the five-time defending district 
champions. Despite replacing many 
generational talents from its state semi-
final team, a year ago, optimism has tri-
umphed this offseason. That’s thanks in 
part to the influence that senior class had 
engrained within the program.

Entering his third season at the helm 
of  the Danville program, coach Carl 
Majer is excited to observe the way this 
group has taken to their new roles.

“We knew two years ago that we had a lot of  talent,” he said. “That’s the reason why we developed a lot of  the younger guys. I always say, ‘play them early on,’ that’s how you reload instead of  rebuild.”
The team’s outstanding senior line-backer Landon Kehoe adds, “We lost a lot of  guys, it’s going to be difficult to fill those roles, but we’ve always preached that next man up mentality. It’s definitely 

something we can do with the guys we have on the roster.”
Junior running back Jack Rarig adds 

the team wants to continue to uphold the 
winning tradition. 

“We don’t want to be the team to lose. 
It’s a great honor to play for Danville,” 
he said. “There’s no reason to lower the 
standard that’s been set here, we want to 
[continue to have] the same success that 
we’ve always had.”

A year ago, the offense rolled up aver-
ages of  189 yards passing and 214 rushing 
per game featuring the likes of  quarter-
back Madden Patrick and running back 
Bo Sheptock. This fall, the Ironmen will 
have a new crop of  promising prospects 
ascend to play significant roles.

“There’s a big standard here,” sopho-
more quarterback Ben Koser said. “We 
have to go meet that. We have great weap-
ons all over the field; reliable skill guys 
who I have a lot of  faith in. We’ve devel-
oped a great chemistry over [the past few 
months].”

In five of  the past seven years, Dan-ville has had a 2,000 yard passer. In each of  the last four campaigns, the Ironmen have also had a ball carrier gain over 1,000 yards as well.

There are big shoes to fill at the run-ning back position without the services of  Sheptock.
“We know we have a [tough act to] 

follow. However, we have three great 
running backs ready to get our chance,” 
Rarig said. “We’re glad to have this op-
portunity to carry the ball for such a his-
toric team.”

Sophomore playmaker Ben Nye de-
scribes the unity that [dwells] within this 
group.

“All of  us really bond together nice-
ly, we could care less about ourselves. 
It’s all about the team — that’s what we 
care about,” he said. “We hope to keep 
this thing rolling for the next couple of  
years.”

Since Majer took over prior to the 2023 
season, his defense has held the opposi-
tion to 13 points or less in 19 outings — 
68% of  the games played.

“It means a lot to us to have accom-plished [that feat] as we’ve done in the past,” Kehoe said. “That doesn’t stop though just because we lost a couple guys. It all starts with coach [Shawn] Shep[tock], our defensive coordinator. He preaches that all the time; it gets in our heads. We just have to do it each and ev-

ery Friday night.”
Joining Kehoe on the defensive side of  the ball include Carter Raup and Kole Harvey in the secondary as well as Sam Hummer up front. 

New to the program this summer is junior defensive end Aiden George, who previously played for Berwick. 
“I’m very happy to be here, it’s a good school. I hope to play my position the best I can,” George said. “I want to be a leader and help this team achieve their goal of  six [in a row].”

A year ago, Danville won the most 
games in school history during a single 
season with 13.

“I think we’re a great team [once 
again],” Nye said. “I don’t see any flaws. 
We’re going to do great things.”

The roster is filled with 47 players.
“With that amount, we have the abil-ity to play a lot of  guys, one way. We re-ally only have about three or four that are two-way guys,” Majer said. “That helps us out a ton. I’ve never been afraid of  playing ninth graders. That’s the way you reload a roster. We want to have our kids believe in themselves, stay focused, work on those little things and keep the tradition going.”
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THE DANVILLE IRONMEN take the field at Crispin Field in Berwick before their Class 3A semifinal against Northwestern Lehigh last year.
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