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District 4 Baseball and Softball Playoffs

CLASS A BASEBALL
BENTON 3NEUMANN 0

Unstoppable force
Yost carries Tigers to first-ever District 4 title

By ARTHUR DOWELLPress Enterprise Copy EditorWILLIAMSPORT — With pitcher Em-

mitt Yost being aggressive and attacking the 

zone all afternoon, Benton’s offense took the 

opposite approach in the District 4 Class A 
baseball championship.

The Tigers worked 
seven three-ball counts, 
six going for walks. Yost, 
meanwhile, got himself  
into a handful of  three-

ball counts, but only issued one free pass in 

their 3-0 win over St. John Neumann.

The victory is the Tigers’ first-ever dis-

trict title in the sport.“That is a huge difference. Emmitt did a 

fantastic job and I couldn’t have asked for 

anything more out of  him,” Benton coach 

Jim Shires said. “I sent him a message this 

morning saying ‘you have to be unstoppable 

today.’ We talked about pounding the zone 

and he did it. For a sophomore, it’s amazing.

“Our hitters, we told them after scouting 

[Neumann’s] pitchers Monday night, that 

they sometimes struggle to find the zone a 

little bit. We wanted them to take a strike and 

make him work a little bit. Tonight, it worked 

in our favor.”Shires believed that if  the team could 

keep its nerves in check in the first inning, 

things would fall into place for the Tigers. 

Fortunately, the plan was executed to perfec-

tion in the opening frame.
Yost worked out of  some trouble with 

back-to-back strikeouts after Nazier Smith 

reached on a fielder’s choice and proceeded 

to steal second and third with only one away.

The patience then came immediately 

handy for the Tigers with the first two hit-

ters, Graydon Beishline and Max Steward, 

working back-to-back walks on 10 combined 

pitches. Beishline scored the game’s first 

run when Landon Shires’ drive to left was 

dropped. Yost then helped his cause, driving 

in Steward on a fielder’s choice to third.

The Tigers added an insurance run in the 

third with Steward leading the inning off  

with a seven-pitch walk. He moved around 

the bases on a single to right by Connor Kapp, 

an error by the Golden Knights attempting to 

get the ball back to pitcher Aidan Vogt and 

a run-producing single to left by Josh Grass-

ley.
“We had a game plan coming into tonight 

and the kids executed it to perfection and 

had some key at-bats,” Shires said. “Even at-

bats that didn’t result in hits, they took six, 

seven, eight pitches and ran up pitch counts, 

which was huge.”The Tigers saw 39 pitches from Vogt in the 

third inning alone, pushing his overall total 

to 77 — nine less than Yost had in his com-

plete-game shutout — before he was relieved 

by Kane Wright to start the fourth.

“You don’t have to hit home runs to win 

baseball games, you just have to get on base,” 

Yost said. “I think we all understand that 

very well.”

District gemThe early run support was enough to 

calm down Yost in the biggest game of  his 

high school career — and it showed.

He retired 15 of  his next 16 batters, in-

cluding 10 straight heading into the seventh 

inning. He only allowed an infield single to 

Chase Wright in the third. He had four of  his 

six strikeouts during that span.
“I was just trying to attack the zone and 

do whatever I could do to help this team,” 

Yost said. “I couldn’t have asked for a better 

thing to happen honestly. I’m just so happy 

the whole team won this game, we all kept 

our heads in it and that’s the entire factor 

behind it.”Give credit where it is due. After all, going 

the distance does require the backing of  his 

defense. Even the ones that take aren’t your 

everyday run-of-the-mill plays.
Knights designated hitter Mark Roman 

looked as if  he had a sure hit falling in short 

left field when Benton shortstop Landon 

Shires made an on the run, over the shoulder 

snag to end the top of  the fifth.
“That was crazy. I’m watching it and I’m 

like ‘if  he catches this, I don’t know what I’m 

going to do,’” Yost said. “I was shellshocked 

and didn’t know what was happening. He 

came in and I of  course gave him a big ole 

hug because you have to when making that 

big of  a play. He really puts in the work every 

single day to be able to make plays like that.”

Yost, who admitted nerves settled in some 

in the seventh, had to work out of  a jam be-

fore celebrating. Kane Wright reached on a 

leadoff  error and Yost issued a two-out walk 

to Naseer Dymeck, prompting a mound visit 

from Jim Shires.“I told him to trust his stuff  and keep 

going with it because the defense has his 

back,” Shires said. “The mound visit was re-

ally there to calm everybody down but to get 

Emmitt to trust his stuff. When he trusts his 

stuff  and throws strikes, we’ll be OK. That’s 

exactly what happened.”
Four pitches later, Yost got Matt Harbach 

to fly out to left. Benton players all threw 

their hats and gloves up in celebration and 

ran to one player in particular along the first 

baseline to start celebrating the program’s 

first-ever district title — Yost.
“It’s unbelievable. It doesn’t feel real yet. 

I don’t even have words,” Yost said. “You al-

ways want to win for your team, especially 

in this big of  a situation. To complete it and 

make this team and community all proud is 

the best feeling in the world.”

Neumann 000 000 0 — 0 2 3

Benton 201 000 x — 3 3 2

Aidan Vogt, Kane Wright (4) and Jerval Weeks-Shular. Emmitt Yost 

and Connor Kapp.W — Yost. L — Vogt.Top hitters: St. John Neumann — Chase Wright 2-3. Benton — 

Graydon Beishline 1-2, run; Josh Grassley 1-3, RBI.
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BENTON CATCHER CONNOR KAPP, left, meets up with pitcher Emmitt Yost as they head off the 

field following the top of the first inning during the District 4 Class A championship game against 

St. John Neumann at Bowman Field on Thursday in Williamsport.
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Selfless Yost always puts Tigers first

MaxPreps honoree dedicates self to Benton, baseball

By ARTHUR DOWELL

Press Enterprise Copy Editor

BENTON — Even when Emmitt Yost ac-

complishes something that earns him state-

wide recognition, he turns all the focus onto 

his Benton teammates.

Coming off  a five-inning perfect game — 

believed to be the first in program history — 

with 11 strikeouts and hitting a two-run home 

run to help the Tigers defeat rival Millville 

11-0 on April 23, Yost still made the final say all 

about the team.

Yost stood and addressed the team on the 

bus, thanking them for everything they did to 

make the achievement possible.

It’s his team-first attitude that coach Jim 

Shires says that has taken over.

“The kids behind him want to do well be-

cause he is that person,” Shires said. “When 

you do something wrong, he’s the first one to 

pick you up. When you do something great, 

he’s the first one to congratulate you. That 

makes the kids want to go extra hard for him.”

It also got Benton and the surrounding 

communities to go extra hard in voting for 

him in MaxPreps’ Pennsylvania Athlete of  the 

Week honors last week. Voting numbers were 

never formally announced by the website, but 

Yost heard the number was rather high to 

earn him the accolade.

“It was unbelievable. The more I saw the 

number go up, the more amazed I was about 

how many care enough about that,” Yost said. 

“There’s maybe 800 people here and 60,000 

votes is a lot of  votes. That just shows how 

dedicated our fans are and how much every-

one cares. I was really amazed.”

The performance sums up just how far Yost 

has come in the past year. On the mound, the 

sophomore has a 4-2 record to go with a 1.27 

ERA in 272⁄3 innings. Half  of  those wins are 

complete-game shutouts. He also struck out 44 

while issuing six walks.

At the plate, he is hitting .289 with a home 

run and pair of  doubles. He also has 14 RBIs 

and has scored 11 times to go with a .372 on 

base percentage.

The results didn’t come overnight. Yost 

plays Junior American Legion baseball for 

Berwick as well as travel ball. He also spends 

most of  his mornings lifting at the high school 

and gets together with teammates for work-

outs as often as possible.

He also put a great deal of  time into his 

pitching craft with Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 

RailRiders manager Doug Davis and former 

minor league pitcher Ryan Keefer. The South-

ern Columbia graduate logged nearly 600 in-

nings pitched over the course of  nine seasons.

“Both have worked day in and day out and 

have helped more than I could have ever imag-

ined,” Yost said. “I think location and confi-

dence on the mound are my two biggest attri-

butes because without either, you don’t have 

anything.”

The ability to play was never in question, 

but the mental side of  the game came to the 

forefront immediately.

“The physical tools were always there. He 

just always needed the confidence to go out 

there and put it all together,” Shires said. “He 

has now. He knows he belongs and he’s play-

ing at a high level. “I saw a different 

Emmitt as we were 

struggling and the 

nerves got the best 

of  us as the game 

got away in the sea-

son opener against 

Bloomsburg. We got 

10 rolled and with the 

season not starting 

how we’d like, Emmitt 

just stayed who he was 

and didn’t panic. Last 

year, you would have 

seen the emotion, but 

that didn’t happen 

this year. That’s when 

I knew he was at a dif-

ferent level this year. 

His confidence didn’t 

change.”

Team success

Yost is one who 

would trade personal 

success for team suc-

cess. Fortunately, he 

can have the cake and 

eat it, too.

The Tigers cur-

rently sit atop the 

District 4 Class A 

standings with a 9-3 

record and .548 rat-

ing. They have seven 

games remaining on 

their schedule, and 

hope the worst is be-

hind them after com-

mitting nine unchar-

acteristic errors in a 

16-2 loss to Muncy earlier this 

week.
“I’ve seen the most growth 

in the culture of  this team. 

We work very well together. I 

think that’s what’s gotten me 

to this point,” Yost said. “Ev-

erybody has been nothing but 

supportive. Everybody has ev-

eryone’s back and we all want 

[a district title]. They want 

it more for the others on the 

team than they do for them-

selves and that’s a very power-

ful thing.”

For that to happen, Yost 

says he and his teammates 

don’t have to be perfect like 

he was that afternoon against 

Millville. They just have to 

keep their heads up and keep 

moving forward.

Shires has no doubt the 

core of  Yost, Josh Grassley, 

Landon Shires, Max Steward 

and Graydon Beishline can 

get the job done.

“I tell them all the time that 

with bad teams, nobody leads; 

good teams, coaches lead; 

great teams, players lead,” he 

said. “We have players lead-

ing now. You can tell in the 

results.”

Press Enterprise/Jimmy May

VO-TECH CATCHER KALEB CRAM, right, swings around with the late 

tag as Benton’s Emmitt Yost scores during the second inning of a game 

at Benton earlier this season.
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BENTON FIRST BASEMAN EMMITT YOST tags out Vo-Tech baserunner 

Shane Tomlinson during a game at Vo-Tech last month.
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