
FROM THE DESK OF 

JAMES A. DIOSSA 
175 Hedley Avenue  Central Falls, RI 02863 

401-757-0161    DiossaForMayor@gmail.com    www.DiossaForMayor.com 

 

October 6, 2012 

  

Dear Neighbor, 

  

Like you, I love Central Falls.  I was born and raised here, and I am a proud graduate of Central Falls 

High School - a proud Warrior. Today I am honored to be running for Mayor of our great city.   

 

I’m writing this letter because I believe that voters deserve the chance to get to know their candidates 

beyond sound bites and campaign stickers.  I appreciate you taking the time to read this letter and 

encourage you to contact me to share your reaction and your thoughts on the issues facing Central Falls.  

 

My parents migrated to the United States from Colombia nearly thirty years ago because they knew this 

country would offer more opportunities for their family.  They came to Central Falls where they could 

find work in the same mills where so many families got their first chance at living the American Dream. 

 

I was baptized at the old Holy Trinity Church on Fuller Avenue where I also served as an altar boy 

growing up.  Years later, I attended Veterans Memorial Elementary School - built where the church once 

stood.  In seventh grade, I attended Central Falls High School where I later had the opportunity to lead the 

school’s soccer team to its first state championship, scoring the winning goal against North Providence.  I 

remember the bus ride back home like it was yesterday. We were proud Warriors. 

 

Growing up, it was those small experiences –attending Mass at Holy Trinity, playing soccer at Higginson 

Park and having breakfast with my family at Georgia’s – that made my childhood in Central Falls so 

special.  It’s the reason why I know that, despite the tough times our City has seen these recent years, our 

best days are still ahead.  

 

It’s why I was proud two weeks ago to stand beside true community leaders – Senator Betty 

Crowley, former police lieutenant John Laboissionere and Dexter Credit Union CEO Steven Angel 

– to announce that I would be running to be the next Mayor of Central Falls. 

 

My parents instilled in my brothers and I the values of honesty, service to others and hard work. My 

father, Bernardo, still works at Osram Sylvania after nearly thirty years. That’s why, as a student at 

Becker College in Worcester, I worked nights and weekends to pay my way through school.  I also 

interned in the Public Defender’s office in Providence and in the office of US Senator Sheldon 

Whitehouse.  Those experiences made me understand the power that public policy and the law have to 

improve people’s lives. They also influenced my decision, in late 2009, to launch an uphill campaign to 

represent my neighborhood as a Ward 4 City Councilor.  I wanted to make a difference. 

 

Since then, I’ve had a front-seat row to the events of the last two years.  And let me be clear: bankruptcy 

has been a painful process for Central Falls.  Just a few months into my term, I was the only 

Councilperson to initially vote against receivership because I believed that our elected officials had not 

done enough to avoid bankruptcy.  I believed that our politicians owed it to us to explain how we got into 

this mess and what they were going to do to fix it, instead of just handing over the keys.   

 

When the State did intervene, I fought hard to ensure that the steps required to save Central Falls were fair 

to our residents. I could have given up. I could have checked out, but I didn’t. I fought to make sure that 

our residents had a voice throughout this difficult process.  

 



Then, when the receiver cut funding to our library, I joined dozens of residents in fighting to make sure 

that it remained open. When the US Postal Service threatened to close our post office, I traveled to 

Washington to meet with postal officials and our congressional delegation to stop this. I have fought for 

Central Falls because I am a product of Central Falls and I love this city. 

 

Like many people, I have had my share of ups and downs. I want to be upfront about a mistake I made 

years ago as a young man, because I want you to hear the story directly from me and not from an 

opponent of mine.  When I was a teenager, I was arrested for shoplifting a bottle of cologne from a store.  

Why did I do it?  I don’t have a good answer.  Like a lot of teenagers, I wanted to impress my friends.  I 

knew it was the wrong thing to do and I accepted full responsibility immediately.  I faced a judge and 

served my community service hours, grateful that I had caring adults who loved me unconditionally and 

supported me when I needed it. I learned a lot from that experience.  

 

Today, in addition to serving as a City Councilor, I work as a parent engagement coordinator at the 

College Crusade of Rhode Island. My job, simply put, is to manage a team of people who are working 

hard to make sure that every high school student has the opportunity to go to college and succeed 

regardless of their background. I have a great team of educators working with me and am confident that, 

together, we are changing the outcomes for children in need. 

 

I think that’s the kind of leadership we need in the Mayor’s office – someone who can bring people 

together to move beyond the history that has held us back and build a new future for Central Falls. That’s 

why, as Mayor, I am committed to leading the most transparent and accountable city government in 

Rhode Island.  I believe that our neighbors deserve a City Hall that levels with them honestly, not through 

‘smoke and mirror’ budgets.   

 

As Mayor, I will fight to bring jobs back to Central Falls and to support the hundreds of family businesses 

in our great city.  We’ll cut the red tape for entrepreneurs who want to invest in our City and ensure that 

small businessperson has the opportunity to apply their passion – not just the friends of politicians.   

 

As Mayor, I will work with our neighborhood associations and community based organizations to 

rehabilitate our vacant, boarded up properties and ensure that our residents are safe at home, in our 

schools and on our streets. 

 

As Mayor, I will continue my work to ensure that every child in Central Falls has access to an excellent 

public school because I know that no issue is more important to the future of our City than the quality of 

our public schools. 

 

And as Mayor, I will strengthen relationships between our police and community and religious leaders to 

make sure that our streets are safe, while improving city services to keep our streets clean. 

 

Central Falls has been through a lot, but I’m confident our best days are ahead of us and that if we work 

together, we can build a brighter future for Central Falls’ future generations. 

 

That future awaits us, and that work begins today.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

 

 

 

James Diossa 

 



Candidate for Mayor of Central Falls 

  

P.S.  I hope to see you on the campaign trail this fall as I knock on doors and speak to voters about the 

issues in our neighborhoods.  I encourage you to call me at (401) 757-0161 or email me at 

DiossaForMayor@gmail.com. This is a campaign about the future of our city and your voice matters.   

Thank you.     


