




The correct answer is 15 
 

But did you see the Gorilla?





What you set your sights on 
determines what you see.



• Israel released from Babylon captivity (559BC) 

• Temple has been rebuilt

• Cyrus releases Jews to homeland to rebuild, but 

work is stopped (38 years) after foundations are 
laid because of opposition  
(2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah)


• Darius funds the rebuilding and it’s completed 
(Haggai, Zechariah) 

• There are no walls protecting Jerusalem

CONTEXT of MALACHI



“Behold, I send My messenger, 

And he will prepare the way before Me.

And the Lord, whom you seek,

Will suddenly come to His temple,

Even the Messenger of the covenant,

In whom you delight.

Behold, He is coming,”

Says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 3:1 ESV



Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,

That there may be food in My house,

And try Me now in this,”

Says the LORD of hosts,

Malachi 3:10 KJV



• A gift of “first fruits” given in the temple - 10%

• The foundation of ALL temple worship is Sabbath

What is the Tithe?

• Ultimate success is defined by scoring more 
points than your opponent

• Giving 10% of “first fruits” like “scoring”

• But we take for granted that everyone knows how 
to dribble!

Basketball Analogy



Dribbling is to basketball 

AS


Sabbath is to tithing



• Exodus 31:13 “You are to speak to the people of 
Israel and say, ‘Above all you shall keep my 
Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may 
know that I, the LORD, sanctify you.


• KEY is resting from your work

Sabbath



• See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled 
him with the Spirit of God, with ability and 
intelligence, with knowledge and all 
craftsmanship - Exodus 31:2-3 

• Work = Spirit filled ability to create with 
excellence the things God called you to.

Sabbath - WORK



WHY TITHE?



And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; 
neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time 
in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 3:11 KJV



And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;

Malachi 3:11a KJV

Rebuke = rebuke, reprove, corrupt

Devourer = to eat, devour, burn up, feed	 

Destroy = to destroy, corrupt, go to ruin, decay

Fruits = fruit, offspring, children, progeny (of the womb)

Ground = 'adamah - ground, land



And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;
I will rebuke the one who consumes you so that 
the sons of Adam will no longer be corrupted.

Malachi 3:11a KJV



neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time 
in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

Vine = vine, Israel (God’s chosen people)

Cast Before Time = bereaved, childless, miscarry

Field = cultivated field (spcefic territory)

Malachi 3:11b KJV



neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time 
in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
neither will my chosen people miscarry my 
promises in the territory I have given to them.

Malachi 3:11b KJV



I will rebuke the one who consumes you so that 
the sons of Adam will no longer be corrupted.
neither will my chosen people miscarry (my 
promises) in the territory I have given to them.

Malachi 3:11 (expanded)



Knowing you’re pregnant is important! 

• You think, act and plan differently


• Gives your pain context


• You live in daily expectancy of new life


• You know the Father



Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,

That there may be food in My house,

And try Me now in this,”

Says the LORD of hosts,

“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven

And pour out for you such blessing

That there will not be room enough to receive it.

Malachi 3:10 KJV



Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou 
wouldest come down, that the mountains might 
flow down at thy presence,

Isaiah 64:1 KJV

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;

Matthew 3:16 ESV



What is Tithing?
Cultivating a life of generosity and rest, declaring to the 

nations that it is the Spirit of God who gives you the 
ability to create.



• Abundant Outpouring of Holy Spirit Empowering

• Salvation for Nations

• Fulfillment of the Promises in your Life for the 

place the Lord as established you.

Why Tithe?



“Behold, I send My messenger, 

And he will prepare the way before Me.

And the Lord, whom you seek,

Will suddenly come to His temple,

Even the Messenger of the covenant,

In whom you delight.

Behold, He is coming,”

Says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 3:1 ESV


