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3-D reconstruction of a dog’s nasal tumor and surrounding structures for radiation 
treatment planning. Courtesy of Dr. Eric Boshoven, VCA Veterinary Referral Associates. 

Veterinary Radiation Oncologists 
are a highly specialized group of 
veterinarians who have completed 
an approved Residency Program in 
Radiation Oncology that includes 
at least two years of advanced 
training and intensive study 
in radiation biology, radiation 
physics, oncology, and clinical 
radiation therapy.

When do you 
need a Veterinary 
Radiation 
Oncologist?
Include a Veterinary 
Radiation Oncologist 
on your Animal Cancer 
Care Team at the time of 
diagnosis. Your Radiation 
Oncologist will work 
closely with your family 
veterinarian and other 
specialists to guide 
treatment and achieve the 
best outcome for your pet.

Who is Your 
Radiation 

Oncologist?
What is the ACVR?
The American College of 
Veterinary Radiology is 
the governing body that 
certifies and oversees 
Veterinary Radiologists 
and Radiation Oncologists 
(ACVR-RO). For more on 
the mission and the role of 
the ACVR, please visit us at 
www.acvr.org.

Photo credit for cover: Veterinary Radiation 
Oncologist Dr. Siobhan Haney from Hope 
Veterinary Specialists with a canine patient 
undergoing radiation therapy. 



Why do you need a Veterinary 
Radiation Oncologist?
Veterinary Radiation Oncologists are 
an important part of your Animal 
Cancer Care Team. Radiation therapy 
can improve long-term prognosis in 
animals treated by surgery, can be used 
along with chemotherapy in patients 
with cancers that cannot be surgically 
removed, and can be used as the only 
form of therapy in some cases. Radiation 
therapy can also be used to treat and 
reduce pain associated with cancer. 
Veterinary Radiation Oncologists will 
discuss all available treatment options 
including the benefits and possible side 
effects as they relate to your pet. No one 
has as much training and experience 
using radiation therapy to treat animals 
as your ACVR Board Certified Radiation 
Oncologist.

Does every veterinary facility 
that performs radiation 
treatments have a Veterinary 
Radiation Oncologist?
No. When your veterinarian refers 
you to a specialty hospital that offers 
radiation therapy, be sure to ask  
if they have a Veterinary Radiation 
Oncologist on-site. To find a Veterinary 
Radiation Oncologist near you, visit 
www.acvr.org/public/search.

What does it mean to be an 
ACVR-RO Diplomate?
After successfully completing a residency 
in Radiation Oncology, a veterinarian 
must pass rigorous examinations which 
thoroughly test his or her knowledge of 
all aspects of radiation oncology. Those 
who pass this multiday evaluation are 
afforded the status of Diplomate within 
the American College of Veterinary 
Radiology and are held to a higher 
standard as Board Certified Veterinary 
Radiation Oncologists. ACVR-RO 
Diplomates maintain their credentials 
with ongoing, career-long continuing 
education. 

WSU Veterinary Radiation Oncologist Dr. Janean Fidel and Veterinary 
Technician Betsy Wheeler prepare a feline patient for radiation therapy.

WSU Veterinary Radiation Oncologist Dr. Janean Fidel and Radiation 
Technician Robert Houston prepare an equine patient for radiation therapy.

Python being put in position for external beam radiation therapy of an 
oral squamous cell carcinoma. Courtesy of Dr. Nathan Lee, University of 
Tennessee.

Veterinary Radiation 
Oncologists are an  

important part of your  

Animal Cancer Care Team.
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